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Ms'o ”OIR ALserT Tam NREERAFR—BGL

Albert Tam previously worked in programming, System analysis, and project
In the 1960s, the film noir genre was revived as the "Neo Noir” genre. The protagonist is not.only marginalised by society; he may even be a management. His novel, Humanoid Software, which combines the issue of
criminal with vague moral boundaries who wanders on the edge of the law. In neo noirfilms, justice can be difficult to attain. In fact, criminals artificial intelligence with Hong Kong culture, won the Best Saga Novel at
can even successfully evade the punishment of the law in neo noir films. The scope of stories is not limited to single case; it can involve the the first Xingyun (Nebula) Awards for Global Chinese Science Fiction. His
collapse of an entire social system or even the world. This change originated from the Vietnam War (1955-1975) and the Watergate Incident novel Melody of the Night which combines issues surrounding futuristic
(1971), which caused Americans to harbour a sense of distrust towards the government and destroyed their hope in the American dream. technology with the seven-deadly sins, was shortlisted for the Chiu Ko 30
Roman Polanski's Ghinatown (1974), Martin Scorsese's /axi Driver (1976) and David Lynch's Blue Velvet (1986) are neo noir classics that Fiction Novel Awards. His sci-fi martial arts short story A Broken Chapter
strongly reflected the characteristics of this era. was included in the Anthology.of Chinese Literature in 100 Years, Hong Kong

Volume. His Tainan-set Cat Whisperer series was selected as one of the annual
Neo noir's influence is not limited to the United States. French director Luc Besson's Léon: The Professional(1994) and Hong Kong director recommended titles of XMediaMatch From Book to Screen titles by Taiwan's
Lee Chi-ngai’s adaptation of the novel Sleepless Town (1998) by Hase Seisha (his pen name is based on Stephen Chow's Chinese name) Ministry of Culture in 2018. In addition, it also won the Ni Kuang Science
coincidentally reflected that even gangsters have to deal with identity issues. The hero in the former is an ltalian assassin living in New York Siction Award, the Comic Ritz Million Novel Award and the BenQ Award. He
City's Little Italy district, while the hero in the latter is a Chinese-Japanese mixed-race man who frequents Shinjuku district’s Kabukicho nas also written sci-fi short stories collection Free City Anxiety Disorders and
area, which is ruled by Chinese gangs. Japanese writer Keigo Higashino's novel White Night (1999), which has been adapted into films took part in the Detective Café mystery novel series. He also edited the history
and television series many times, depicts the mental growth of twisted teenagers who are forced to spend their lives in darkness as they of Hong Kong sci-fi literature development.
navigate the adult world. Swedish writer Stieg Larsson's The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2005) was a global sensation as soon as it was
published, and it was quickly adapted into films in both Sweden (2009) and Hollywood (2011). The latter adaptation was directed by David Tam is curious like a shark. He loves travelling, animals and nature. He currently
-incher, whose critically acclaimed follow-up film Gone Girl (2014) sparked a series of psychological suspense novels and films with vivid lives on a small island in the West Pacific with his family and a coquettish dog.
neroines and strong neo noir elements, including The Girl on the Train (2016), Nocturnal Animals (2016) and Promising Young Woman

(2020). Clearly, the neo noir fever has yet to subside.

Neo noir's influence also extended to other genres in the 1980s. In the superhero graphic novel Watchmen (1986-1987), all the protagonists
have unbearable pasts, and their desires and actions arouse our interest as a result. The impact of the genre is even more apparent in Blade
Runner(1982), based on Philip K. Dick's Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?(1968). Director Ridley Scott takes a stylised visual approach
to tell the story of a detective chasing a fugitive clone. The film in turn influenced science fiction writer William Gibson to write the novel
Neuromancer (1984). Both works, in fact, became essential foundational works of the cyberpunk genre. In addition to inspiring other sci-fi
subgenres later on, cyberpunk is also important for having a forward-looking vision that inspire our views of the future and made us reflect
on important issues such as globalisation and excessive development-of technology.
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Tie-in activities of Hong Kong Library Festival
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Extended Discussion — Talks on Film Noir (In Cantonese)

s Speaker  FE®l Albert Tam

28.11.2021 (H Sun) | 7-8 pm
BEPTRESE —RaGNE

Activity Room 1, Hong Kong Central Library

& A15 Free admission
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