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This music guide introduces Chinese and Western music with

images, supplemented by simple texts and video links. Through

different entry points, students are encouraged to embark

on a journey of music and ignite their imagination and creativity.
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Concert Etiquette
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What is the proper etiquette to attend a concert?
No eating or drinking
No photography, recording or filming
Switch off your mobile phone and other electronic devices
Keep noise to a minimum during the performance
Reserve your applause until the end of the entire work
when it has more than one movement



Introduction to Musical Instruments
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A typical symphony orchestra consists of four families
of musical instruments — do you know them?
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Detailed introduction:

(Images are for reference only)
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Violin
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String Instruments

Bowed string instruments are of similar
shape and performed with different
postures according to their sizes. They are
mainly played with bows and occasionally
plucked with fingers, whereas plucked
string instruments are only played by
plucking, e.g. harps.
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Woodwind Instruments

Most woodwind instruments are made of
wood. They produce sound when a player
blows across/through a mouthpiece or a
reed to make the air vibrate in a closed tube.
Although saxophones are made of metal,
they have the same ways of producing

sound as other woodwind instruments.
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Baritone Euphonium
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Brass Instruments

Brass instruments are made of metal.
Different from woodwinds, brass
instruments produce sound when a player
blows through a mouthpiece while vibrating
the lips.
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Glockenspiel

Percussion Instruments

Percussion instruments are commonly
divided into two categories: of Definite
Pitch and of Indefinite Pitch. Most of the
smaller percussion instruments produce

indefinite pitch.
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Castanets
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Introduction to Musical Instruments M IR AN Bowed String Instruments

W2 ER2fE » —f&4  Huqin is the generic term for a variety
ﬁgﬁgg s EEF'J/\X:EHHE'E% of Chinese bowed string instruments,
B . $AZE S 2RI among which Erhu is the most popular one.
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| nstru ments Banhu Gaohu Erhu
Chinese musical instruments are nowadays grouped i 21 EEEH

Zhonghu Gehu Bass Gehu

the bow clasped in between, while the Gehu

by how they are played. What instruments can you find

in a contemporary Chinese Orchestra?
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Detailed introduction:
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[ /S48 Metal Type ]
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[ 177548 Wood Type ]
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Chinese Woodblock

Chinese Percussion Instruments

A wide variety of Chinese percussion
instruments comprises the metal type,
the wood type, and the skin type.

Cymbals
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Orchestra Plan
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Symphony Orchestra
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Chinese Orchestra
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Composers write music based on the character of each musical
instrument. An orchestra is a large ensemble that combines

different instruments.

Combinations of an orchestra vary; let us take a look at the most

common orchestra plan.
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Example of a Symphony Orchestra
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Timpani

Triangle

Maracas
Castanets
Suspended Cymbal
Xylophone

Snare Drum

Bass Drum
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Cymbals
Horn
Trumpet
Trombone
Tuba

Bass Clarinet
Clarinet
Bassoon
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Contra Bassoon
Piccolo

Flute

Oboe

Cor Anglais
Double Bass
Harp

Piano
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First Violin
Second Violin
Viola

Cello
Conductor
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A combined Chinese and Western orchestra of the Music Office

- L T ’ - G
REERE 2001 SRESHETAKER ) BIFR (FEFHD
Overture 2007 composed by Kuan Nai-chung for
the 2001 Music Office Spectacular
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BEHL "2017 SRAEHELEMSTES L AIER (OKHPX)
Sky in the Water composed by Richard Tsang for the 2017 Joint
Concerts of Music Office Bands and Orchestras
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Common beat patterns:

A conductor on the podium, with his/her
back to the audience, waves his/her arms
at the musicians. What does the conductor
do? What would happen if there was

no conductor?

A conductor uses his/her hands and a
baton to give the beats and to direct players

to create different musical effects.
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Duple Time Triple Time Quadruple Time
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Classical Music
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Periods of classical music are distinguished

by their different music styles:

¢ Medieval (500-1400)

- The Christian church was dominant. Church
music and chant were the most prevalent.

* Renaissance Period (1400-1600)
- Sacred music was still prevalent,
but vocal and instrumental music
were gradually separated and
developed individually.
- Printing made music survive.

* Baroque Period (1600-1750)

- Many new music genres established,
such as opera, cantata, and oratorio for
vocal form, and sonata, suite, and concerto
grosso for instrumental form.
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¢ Classical Period (1750-1820)

- Classicism emphasises balance and
structure. Sonata form, a set of structural
principles for music, was gradually
developed, which was widely applied
across musical genres such as sonata,
symphony, chamber music,
and solo concerto.

¢ Romantic Period (1820-1900)

- Music became more expressive
and programmatic. Programme
music flourished.

- Nationalism emerged in Europe, where
composers started using musical ideas
from their ethnic origins.

e The 20" and 21* centuries (1900-present)
- The widespread break with traditional
tonality and the emergence of musical
styles such as impressionism,
expressionism, neoclassicism,
and minimalism resulted in a diverse
range of musical characters.
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Chinese Music
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Music and history are closely related.

Let us look into Chinese music from this aspect!

e Xia, Shang, and Zhou Dynasties

(BCE 2100-221)

- Poem, music, and dance were integrated.

- During the Zhou Dynasty, a formal system of
court and ceremonial music was established
for use by people of different hierarchies.

- The government collected folk songs and
later edited by Confucius to become
Shijing (The Classic of Poetry).

¢ Qin and Han Dynasties (BCE 221-CE 220)

- The burning of books and burying of scholars
in the Qin Dynasty resulted in the loss of
many poems and music.

- In the Han Dynasty, the Silk Road promoted
cultural exchange between the East
and the West as well as the spread
of Western and foreign music to China.

* Six Dynasties (220-589)

¢ Sui and Tang Dynasties (581-907)
- Yanyue (dining music) was popular in the
Tang Dynasty as performances were given
during meal times.
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* Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms (907-979)

- The music of the Sui and Tang Dynasties
was still prevalent.

* Song and Yuan Dynasties (960-1368)

- Folk music in popular culture grew and
developed rapidly.

- Nanxi (southern drama) were other popular
forms of verses and dramas were the
predecessors of contemporary
Chinese operas.

¢ Ming and Qing Dynasties (1368-1911)
- The invention of printing technology made
the publishing of sheet music possible.
- Beijing opera was developed during the
Qing Dynasty.

* Contemporary Chinese Music (1911-present)

- Since the early Twentieth Century, Chinese
music and performance were greatly
influenced by Western cultures. The Chinese
folk orchestra (or Chinese Orchestra)
developed today is more or less modelled
after its Western counterpart.
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Music Office Activities
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Do you want to know more about music?

Come and join the activities of the Music Office!
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Oct.

1B 12 B

Nov. Dec.
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Jan.
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Feb.

www.lcsd.gov.hk/musicoffice

3B 4 B
Mar. Apr.

www.facebook.com/musicoffice.schools
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Music for the Millions Concerts
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Hong Kong Youth Music Interflows
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Joint School Concerts

REZZTIE  School Music Workshops
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School Care Subsidy Scheme — Care and Concern Concerts

RIFZZRYE | RIRIMERSS

Exhibitions on Folk Music: Loan Out Services of Exhibition Panels
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Recruitment
for Outreach
Music Interest
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Recruitment for
Intermediate and Advanced
Courses
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Recruitment for
Band/Choir/

B384 4R 2
RIHRE
Recruitment for
Elementary Course
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HRRRAERE
Recruitment
for Outreach
Music Interest

Courses %;:ﬁ;zl Courses
BESEERE
Hong Kong Youth Music Camp
ZHERET
Summer Music Workshop
BHETRR
FEFXESR
Music Office
Annual Gala
EREFREEHS SRS
Joint Concerts of Music Office
Bands and Orchestras
HEELE Community Concerts

BREBREFEEERS

Music Office Annual Concert Series
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Music Office
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Established in October 1977 by the Government, the Music
Office promotes knowledge and appreciation of music in
the community, especially among young people, through
the provision of instrumental and ensemble training and
the organisation of various music activities with a view
to building a new generation of concert audiences. It has
come under the management of the Leisure and Cultural

Services Department since January 2000.

The Music Office organises the following activities:
* Music training programmes
« Music promotion activities

* Young music exchange programmes

“E-NEZH
(B -E%) AEEEIITHEBITRER Xt EHESHERER
1 - BFETERIBAE : www.lcsd.gov.hk/musicoffice

February 2019
Meet Music is produced by the Music Office, Leisure and Cultural Services
Department of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative

Region. For updated information, please visit: www.lcsd.gov.hk/musicoffice



