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In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and the
audience, please refrain from recording, filming, smoking, eating or drinking in the
auditorium. Before the performance, please ensure that your alarm watches,
mobile phones and other sound or light emitting devices are switched off. Please
do not applaud in between music movements or before music completes.
Photo-taking without affecting others is allowed at curtain calls. Thank you for your
Kind co-operation.
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The Wizard of Oz

Fairy Tale Suite

Programme

Harold Arlen &
Edgar Harburg/ arr. Barnes

Tajima Tsutomu

Prelude
Zashiki-Warashi

Oshira-Sama

V' Yamamba
V. Kappa
Conductor: Kevin Ling
Noah's Ark Bert Appermont

Hou Yi Shooting the Sun

The Last Dream of

Park Soo-Hyun

Conductor: Lee Sing-wan

—— Intermission —

Maxime Aulio

the Old Oak

Peter and the Wolf

The Sorcerer's Apprentice

3R

Conductor: Lee Sing-wan

Sergei Prokofiev/ arr. Daniels

Guest Narrator: Eunice Chow
Conductor: Kevin Ling

Paul Dukas/
arr. Atsuhiro Isozaki

Conductor: Lee Sing-wan
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Established in October 1977 by the Government, the Music Office
promotes knowledge and appreciation of music in the community,
especially among young people, through the provision of instrumental
and ensemble training, and organisation of various music activities
with a view to building a new generation of concert audiences. It has
come under the management of the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department since January 2000.

The Music Office runs three training programmes: Instrumental
Music Training Scheme, Ensemble Training, and Outreach Music
Interest Courses, and youth music exchange programmes, the
Hong Kong Youth Music Camp, youth music interflows and a variety
of music promotional activities. Its target groups range from primary
and secondary school students to members of the public from all
walks of life.
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Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band
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Established in 1978, the Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band (HKYSB)
Is one of the performing groups managed by the Music Office. The
Band has successfully nurtured generations of eminent young
musicians while proactively introducing wind band music to the Hong
Kong public.

The HKYSB debuted in 1978 alongside the County of Avon School
Orchestra from the United Kingdom. Since then, the Band has had the
privilege of performing with numerous international groups, including the
Central Band of the Royal Air Force (the United Kingdom), the Tanunda
Band of Australia, the Regimental Band of the Green Jackets, the Scots
Guards (the United Kingdom), the Narashino Girls’ High School Band
from Japan, and the Baden-Wurttemberg Youth Wind Ensemble.
Distinguished conductors who have collaborated with the Band include
Bruce Pearson, Dr. Vondis Miller, Robert Lutt from the United States;
Eric Banks from the United Kingdom; Felix Hauswirth from Australia;
Russell Hammond from Australia; and Li Fang-fang from Beljing.

The HKYSB has conducted several overseas tours to regions such as
Kagoshima in Japan, Sydney in Australia, and Hawaii in the United
States. In 2013, the Band returned to Jeju in South Korea to participate
In the Jeju International Wind Ensemble Festival, performing in
exchange concerts with local bands and choirs. In 2015, the Band
received high acclaim at the 24th Chiayi City International Band Festival.
In 2018, the HKYSB visited Hamamatsu in Japan for the 20th Asia and
Pacific Band Directors’ Assosication Band Festival and participated in
an exchange with the Saitama Kenritsu Shiraoka High School Band in
Tokyo. Most recently, in 2025, the HKYSB participated in the Australian
International Music Festival in Sydney, where it earned the Gold Award
In the Instrumental Category and was named a “Command Ensemble”
by the adjudication panel.

With a total of around 60 members between the ages of 12 and 25, the
HKYSB is currently trained and managed by Lee Sing-wan, Kevin Ling,
Tsang Shun-han and Leung Wing-kin. Recruitment is held annually
through open audition.
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Lee Sing-wan is currently Senior Music Officer of the Wind Section
of the Music Office, conductor of the Hong Kong Youth Symphony
Orchestra and the Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band, and
instructor of lower brass instrumental classes in the Music Office.

Lee graduated from the Education University of Hong Kong and the
Messiah University in the United States, from which he earned a
Master degree of Education (Music) and a Master degree of Music
In Conducting (Wind Conducting) respectively.

Lee has extensive coaching and performing experience. His
students have won multiple awards in various music festivals and
competitions. In addition, Lee has many onstage experiences with
different music ensemble groups in regions including Australia,
Chinese Mainland, Japan, Macau, Singapore, South Korea and the
United States. Notable performances include appearances at the
“‘Hong Kong Week of Shanghai Expo”, “Jeju International Wind
Ensemble Festival’, Qingdao International Horticultural Exposition,
“Asia and Pacific Band Directors’ Association Conference”, and
“World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles
Conference”, all of which received widespread acclaims.
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Kevin Ling is currently Music Officer of the Wind Section of the
Music Office, serving as a saxophone instructor, and conductor of
the Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band.

Ling is one of the most active saxophonists in Hong Kong's
contemporary scene. He graduated from Trinity College of Music in
the UK and the Education University of Hong Kong, where he earned
a Postgraduate Advanced Diploma in Performance and a Master of Arts in
Music Education respectively. Meanwhile, he attained the FTCL in
Saxophone from Trinity Guildhall, and received the Music Monetary
Award from the Trinity College and the Instrument & Equipment
Award from the EMI Music Sound Foundation.

Ling spares no effort in promoting saxophone music in Hong Kong.
In earlier years, he founded the Hong Kong Saxophone Ensemble
with fellow local saxophonists, and frequently participates in many
international saxophone events. He also set up the Holiday Sax, a
local saxophone ensemble that provides a platform for young players
and students to perform in public. Ling regularly works together with
local and overseas composers, and premieres their works at various
saxophone events around the world. He is also a freelance player
of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and an instrumental
iInstructor of the Education University of Hong Kong. Apart from
coaching and performing, Ling also served as an adjudicator, and
was invited by the Instituto Cultural do Governo da R.A.E. de Macau
to be one of the adjudicators in the Macao Young Musicians
Competition.
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Funice Chow
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Classically trained as a pianist and composer, Eunice Chow graduated
from the Royal College of Music (London) with a Distinction in Masters
iIn Advanced Performance. She previously held the position of Principal
Keyboard with the Hong Kong Sinfonietta before exploring the world of
radio broadcasting and production. When she was a full-time
broadcaster at RTHK Radio 4, Eunice produced the programme
"Musical Exchange” which was included in the "Top 10 Favourite Radio

Programmes™ in 2015. She was also named one of RTHK's "Favourite
English Presenters™ in 2017.

With her unique background as a classically trained musician and
professional trilingual presenter, Chow has enjoyed a multifaceted
career with more than 20 years of experience as a voice-over artist,
presenter, compere and music educator. As a highly sought-after
trilingual compere, Chow has hosted high profile events such as the
Flag-Raising Ceremony cum National Day Reception, as well as
frequently collaborating with performing arts bodies like the HK Phil,
Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong Ballet, and various
business establishments. As a TV presenter, Chow has hosted the
RTHK TV 31 chat show "Music Talks® in which she interviewed
celebrated musicians from diverse backgrounds - from the field of
classical music, jazz and blues all the way to the local artists of Chinese
Music. As a host and interviewer for Radio 4’s bilingual live-broadcast
"Chamber Resonance: Studio 2 Music Salon”, Chow's warm and
engaging presentation style has garnered much praise from critics and
audiences alike. Chow is frequently heard in documentaries and
commercials and has, on numerous occasions, collaborated with
various performing groups as narrator and voice-actor in concerts.
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Programme Notes

The Wizard of Oz Harold Arlen &
Edgar Harburg/ arr. Barnes

The Wizard of Oz, arranged by James Barnes for symphonic band, brings the
timeless magic of the 1939 MGM classic to life through a vibrant medley of Harold
Arlen and E.Y. Harburgs iconic songs. This arrangement masterfully weaves
together Over the Rainbow, Ding! Dong! The Witch Is Dead, We’'re Off to See the
Wizard, The Merry OIld Land of Oz, and If | Only Had a Brain, creating a
symphonic journey down the Yellow Brick Road.

Renowned composer and arranger James Barnes, celebrated for his wind
ensemble works, employs brilliant transitions, rich counterpoint, and dynamic
development to showcase the full palette of the band. Highlights include a
whimsical tuba solo in If | Only Had a Brain, evoking the Scarecrow’s charm, and
exuberant brass fanfares that capture the film s adventurous spirit.

Fairy Tale Suite Tajima Tsutomu

|  Prelude

Il Zashiki-Warashi
I Oshira-Sama

IV Yamamba

V Kappa

The piece was commissioned by the Iwate Prefecture Band Association to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of its founding. The work is based on four
stories from Kunio Yanagita’'s celebrated book The Legend of Tono (Tono
Monogatari). With the addition of an introduction, it forms a five-movement
suite. The composer has provided the following commentary for each movement:

| Prelude
What kind of story will this be? An exciting opening movement
captures this sense of anticipation.

Il Zashiki-Warashi

Zashiki-Warashi is a spirit that brings good fortune and wealth.
It appears at midnight to cause harmless, silly mischief. The
music depicts the Zashiki-warashi’s quick movements —
dancing, playing games, and often hiding and reappearing.
These cute, mischievous characteristics are brought to life
through the score.

3R ] B £
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Noah's Ark

Il Oshira-Sama

This is a love story of a girl and her beloved horse. When her
father forbids their bond and kills the horse, the heartbroken
daughter clings to the animal in grief. Eventually, the daughter
and the horse ascend to heaven together, slowly rising while
remembering their happiest days. The music captures this
bittersweet ascension.

IV Yamamba (Mountain witch)

Run away, run away! The chase is on. The girls hides, but
Yamamba searches, following her relentlessly. Chasing,
chasing, and finally... this movement , written in a fugue texture,
fully depicts the pursuit weaving between the serious and
comical atmospheres.

V Kappa

Staring into the distance with a gallant gaze — what is it looking
at? Looking beyond the mountains, perhaps it is longing for
hope and happiness. This movement is an homage, a march,
and a song of encouragement for the Kappa, who never gives
up and continues to embraces dreams and hope.

Bert Appermont

The piece is based on the well-known biblical story of Noah, who builds an ark to
survive the Great Flood. This work portrays four distinct impressions, each
introduced by its own theme.

7R [D
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Hou Yi Shooting the Sun Park Soo-Hyun

The “Prelude” of this work begins with a menacing theme depicting the ten suns
— the sons of the Emperor of Heaven — as they hang high in the sky. The people
are in dire straits, and the music reflects a lifeless, scorched landscape. This
leads into the “"Allegro”, dominated by the brass section. Here, the ten suns clash
violently, causing severe drought. The driving, fast beat symbolises the fierce
combat between the siblings.

The music returns back to an “Adagio”, creating a slower atmosphere that shifts
the focus to the lovers, Hou-yi and Chang-e. Though they are in love, Chang-e
secretly drinks the elixir of immortality and flees to the moon. A dreamy yet
sorrowful melody captures Hou-yi's loneliness. Following a series of flute tone
clusters, the music returns to the “Allegro”, signifying Hou-yi’s descent to Earth.

The composer applied a wide array of percussion instruments to represent
-Hou-yi's battle against the various beasts. The rhythmic, repeated motifs depict
Hou-yi shooting down nine of the suns, and leaving only one to bring warmth and
ife back to the world.

The final section is a victory theme celebrating Hou-yi’'s success, concluding the
work with glorious momentum.

The Last Dream of the Old Oak Maxime Aulio

The Danish author and poet Hans Christian Andersen is recoignised as one of the
world's most famous writers of fairy tales.

One key to his popularity was his ability to blend gentle humour, bitter irony, and
fantasy. Too often, his fairy tales are perceived as mere children's entertainment,
yet he built his stories upon deep philosophical considerations. His timeless tales
have been translated into more than eighty languages, and continue to inspire
numerous writers, directors, choreographers, sculptors, painters and composers.
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Aulio's work, The Last Dream of the Old Oak, is based on the eponymous fairy
tale by Andersen. This emotionally descriptive music tells us the story of a very
centuries-old tree:

"...It was exactly three hundred and sixty-five years old. Many a
warm summer day it talked with the mayflies that danced around
its crown. Soon it would be time for sleep, for winter was
coming. And there stood the oak, stripped of all its leaves, left to
rest during the whole of a long winter, and to dream many
events that had happened in its life...

Then, it seemed that a new and stronger current of life flowed
through the oak, down into its smallest roots and up into its
highest twigs, even out into the leaves... It was a blessed
moment, so full of joy... when suddenly it felt its very roots
loosening themselves from the earth. Such was the dream of
the old oak; and while it dreamed, a mighty storm was sweeping
over land and sea... The tree cracked, groaned, and was torn up
by the roots. At the very moment when it dreamed its roots were
freeing themselves from the earth, it fell."

Aulio's mastery of tone colors and atmosphere allows the listener’s imagination to
meander freely.

Peter and the Wolf Sergei Prokofiev/
arr. Daniels

A famous musical fairy tale, Peter and the Wolf was composed by Russian
composer Sergei Prokofiev in 1936 for narrator and orchestra.

The story follows brave and clever Peter, who ignores his grandfather’'s warnings
and ventures into the meadow. When a big grey wolf appears and swallows a
duck, Peter cleverly captures it with a rope, aided by a little bird. Finally, he and
the hunters deliver the wolf to the zoo.

Combining a strong storyline, distinctive instrumentation, and memorable
melodies, the work soon became a children’s classic. It has subsequently
received countless recordings, with narrators ranging from the composer's son
and grandson to showbiz celebrities including David Bowie, Sting, Bono, and
Dame Edna Everage.
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The Sorcerer's Apprentice Paul Dukas/
arr. Atsuhiro Isozaki

Paul Dukas, a French composer known for his perfectionism, left behind a small
but refined oeuvre. His symphonic poem, The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, is his most
famous work, which is scored for a colourful orchestra including winds, brass,
percussion, harp, and strings.

Inspired by Goethe’s 1797 ballad Der Zauberlehrling, which was itself rooted in
ancient tales, the piece depicts a young apprentice who animates a broom to
fetch water. Chaos to ensue as the broom multiplies and floods the room. The
sorcerer returns to restore order.

Dukas’s music narrates this vividly: a shimmering introduction sets a magical
scene, featuring distinctive motifs for the sorcerer (a brass fanfare), the
apprentice (a jaunty tune), and the broom (a bassoon march). The theme builds
frenetically, evoking rising waters through accelerating rhnythms and layered
orchestration, culminating in a dramatic tumult before the final resolution.

Popularized by Disney’s Fantasia starring Mickey Mouse, this symphonic poem
blends humour, drama, and orchestral brilliance, continuing to captivate
audiences worldwide. This specific arrangement for wind band retains the
original key.
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Music Office Senior Staff List
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Chief Music Officer
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Senior Music Officer
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Senior Music Officer (Chinese)
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Senior Music Officer
(Musicianship/ Training Support)

S EXACE )
Senior Music Officer (String)
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Senior Music Officer (Wind)
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Senior Executive Officer (Administration)
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Tsui Ying-fai
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Grandy Fan
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Kwok Kin-ming
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Lai Wing-yan
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Dr Joseph Kam
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Lee Sing-wan

PR £ 52
Steve Chan
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Thank you for attending our concert. You are welcome to click here

and fill in the questionnaire after the concert. We look forward to your

continued support of our programmes.

& f

JR[0] B &%

Back to Contents

>


http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/musicoffice
http://www.facebook.com/musicoffice.concerts
http://www.instagram.com/musicoffice.concerts
http://www.youtube.com/hkmusicoffice
https://forms.gle/7cJUXkNj4Qwb4uJTA
https://forms.gle/7cJUXkNj4Qwb4uJTA

i,

-]

-7

BEEBEITHNFTEERTE "EE
FFEERE >  SFEEN 400 BREEN
FFELFEIRBBIN FERBEPE
BETRAMHNBOEE  MESTERE -
RE—ISBEMHTLLZIR !

SEIEER A ETRERE GEE ) « £
Wt (hERN)  TEIEE (EX) -
Bk (R ) © BB BT SR (EH)
REFE(REES) - 4 5S8R
SEHE - DEPRE RERBE - h
B ERERSELEE -

NUKEIRRASERERFTABESHENE
i BE R REEREEEIRRER -

Ei#e (— ) Concert |

e uHABIfR H 2R
l_l

Auditorium, Yuen Long Theatre
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Featuring Symphony Orchestra,

26.7 (H sun) 3pm

Junior Chinese Orchestra and Children’s Choir

IBF 5130, 100, 80
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Approximately 2 hours with an interval
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Hong Kong Youth Music Camp Concerts 1

SUMMER RESONANCE
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Hong Kong Youth Music Camp, the annual summer event organised
by the Music Office, brings together about 400 vibrant young
musicians each year! They will receive invaluable guidance from
esteemed maestros from overseas, Chinese Mainland and Hong
Kong, China, expanding their musical horizons and embarking on an
intensive journey of artistic discovery!

Conductors of the Symphony Orchestra, Junior Chinese
Orchestra, Children’s Choir, Chinese Orchestra, Symphonic
Band and Junior String Orchestra in the music camp are
Jean-Philippe Vanbeselaere (France), Dr. Cui Yuanyuan (Chinese
Mainland), Dr. Tracy Wong (Canada), Prof. Chen Bing (Chinese
Mainland), Prof. Nicholas Williams (USA) and John Sit (Hong Kong,
China).

The six maestros will lead the young musicians with unwavering
dedication in two captivating concerts, showcasing the fruitful
music camp training.
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Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

smia
% 2.8 (H Sun) 3pm
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Featuring Chinese Orchestra,
Symphonic Band and Junior String Orchestra

The Music Office reserves the right to change the programme and the performers
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