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In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and the audience, please refrain
from recording, filming, smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium. Before the performance, please
ensure that your alarm watches, mobile phones and other sound or light emitting devices are switched
off. Please do not applaud in between music movements or before music completes. Photo-taking

without affecting others is allowed at curtain calls. Thank you for your kind co-operation.




g B
(RIBERBR) Rl DI

BJGE K25 1 Z=1h © Op. 104 =37 (=)

[ Bk
I EgirBAKI2 "“
I1II #2dh (bJBEHIIRIR)

KiRE : BB
~ [pjﬁﬁliu_m

XH#:E » Op. 35 i B—i5 3 0] 5k

[ Kig@il e s
I RE@ETF

[ FENFFRNTE
IV PigEmP—ia

piP | HisIGIH 1T

3R o) 5 $:¢




Programme

The Bartered Bride Overture  Bedrich Smetana

*
Cello Concerto e
in B minor, Op. 104 ronin e
[ Allegro

II Adagio ma non troppo
[II Finale (Allegro moderato)

Cello: Alex Lau

L 2

~ Intermission ~

i

Scheherazade, Op 35 ~ Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov

I The Sea and Sinbad’s Ship
¢ II The Kalender Prince ’.

[II The Young Prince and Princess
[V Festival at Baghdad - The Shipwreck

Conductor: Dr Joseph Kam
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Established in October 1977 by the Government, the Music
Office promotes knowledge and appreciation of music in the
community, especially among young people, through the provision
of instrumental and ensemble training, and organisation of
various music activities with a view to building a new generation
of concert audiences. It has come under the management of the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department since January 2000.

The Music Office runs three training programmes: Instrumental
Music Training Scheme, Ensemble Training, and Outreach Music
Interest Courses, and youth music exchange programmes, the
¢ Hong Kong Youth Music Camp, youth music interflows and a
variety of music promotional-activities. Its target groups range
from primary and secondary school students to members of the
public from all walks of life.
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Established in 1978, the Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra (HKYSO)
Is one of the flapship music groups managed by the Music Office. Over
the past four decades, many of its former members have pursued a
career in music and become eminent performers or music educators.
The HKYSO has worked with many international acclaimed conductors
and soloists, such as Sir Yehudi Menuhin, Fou T'song, Georg Tintner, Sir
David Willcocks, Tang Muhai, Kenneth Jean, Yeh Tsung, Yip Wing-sie,
Timothy Landauer and Edward Grach. The Orchestra, at the invitation of
UNICEF, jointly performed with the world-class pianist Lang Lang at a
fundraising concert in 2010; and performed in the “Caritas Charity TV
Show"” with pop singers in 2013, 2015 and 2023.
L

The HKYSO has played the role of music ambassador of Hong Kong and
completed successful concert tours to France, Israel, Cyprus, the UK, _
Australia, the USA, Singapore and Chinese Mainland. The HKYSO went on
a concert tour to Shanghai, China in 2010 to perform at the “Hong Kong
Week"” of Shanghai Expo and participated in the exchange programmes
with the local young musicians. In 2015, the Orchestra participated in the
International Music Festival' EURASIA in Yekaterinburg, Russia, attended
training sessions at the Urals Mussorgsky State Conservatoire and jointly
performed with the Ural Youth Symphonic Orchestra. In 2019, the HKYSO
participated in the 30™ Australian International Music Festival held in

Sydney, took home the Gold Award in the Instrumental Category and was
named “"Command Ensemble” by the adjudication panel, which enabled
the Orchestra to perform at the Festival Closing Concert.

With members aged between 12 and 25, the HKYSO is trained and
managed by Dr Joseph Kam, Lee Sing-wan, Tsang Yin-yu, Lawrence
Wong and Leung Wing-kin. Recruitment is held annually through open

audition.
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Dr Joseph Kam is currently Senior Music Officer of the String Music
Section of the Music Office, and conductor of the Hong Kong Youth
Symphony Orchestra, the Hong Kong Youth Strings and the Music Office
Instructors’ String Orchestra.

Dr Kam, a violist, violinist and orchestral conductor, graduated from the
University of Michigan, where he obtained his Master of Music and
Doctor of Musical ‘Arts degrees. He received several awards and
scholarships from the University, including Graduate Merit Award,
Humanities Award, and Rackham Block Fellowship, among others. He
was also appointed as a viola faculty in the Interlochen Music Festival in
Michigan, the USA. 4

Dr Kam launched his conducting career since his debut with Metropolitan _
Youth Orchestra in 2005. He has been conducting the Hong Kong Youth
Symphony Orchestra since 2007. He led the Hong Kong Youth Symphony
Orchestra to perform in 2010 Shanghai Expo and 2015 International
Music Festival EURASIA in Yekaterinburg with high acclaims. In 2017,
Dr Kam led the Hong Kong Youth Strings and participated in the 8™
International” Youth Music Festival in Bratislava, Slovakia with a huge
success. He was awarded a special prize for winning the “Best Orchestral
Conductor”. Dr Kam led the Hong Kong Youth Strings (HKYS) to
participate in the 2024 Summa Cum Laude International Youth Music
Festival in Vienna, Austria, and won 2"? Place with Outstanding Success
In the String Orchestra Category.

Dr Kam also conducted frequently as a guest conductor, including Ural
Youth Symphony Orchestra in Yekaterinburg, Russia, the Filharmonie
Bohuslava Martinu in Czech Republic, the Adelphi Symphony Orchestra in
Long Island, New York, the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign-lllinois L
Summer Youth Music Senior Orchestra, Asian Youth Orchestra Alumni

Orchestra and Macao Orchestra, among others.
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Alex Lau is currently pursuing a Bachelor's degree under the supervision
of Wen-Sinn Yang at the Munich University of Music and Performing
Arts. He was an alumnus of the Music Office, and in 2023, he was
awarded the Hong Kong Jockey Club Music and Dance Fund Scholarship
to further his studies in Europe. He has established himself as a dynamic
young cellist with an international career spanning Europe, the USA and
Asia. His teachers include Hsin-Hsin Chang, Laurent Perrin, Susanne
Muller-Hornbach and Norbert Anger, among others.

Lau's accolades include First Prize at the Beljing Ai Qin Cup International
Cello Competition in China, the Nouvelles Etoiles International Music
Competition in France and the Primuz International Strings Competition
in Poland, among others.

As a soloist and chamber musician, Lau has performed at prestigious
venues, including Victoria Hall in Geneva, the Berliner Philharmonie, and
FIageyLn Brussels, among others. He has also been invited to perform at
various festivals, such as the Seiji Ozawa International Academy
Switzerland, the Four Seasons Chamber Music Festival in the USA, and
the NUME Academy & Festival in Italy, among others. A passionate
advocate for expanding the cello repertoire, Lau has collaborated with
choreographﬂer Jacopo Godani and the Dresden Frankfurt Dance
Company on their tours in Italy and Germany, captivating audiences with

an innovative fusion of music and contemporary dance.
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Programme Notes

P

I he Bartered Bride Overture Bedfich Smetana

Composed in 1866, the piece is considered one of Bediich Smetana’ s
most outstanding orchestral works, and a quintessential example of
Czech national music. Written as the opening music for his comic opera,
it captures the opera’s joyful, playful, and lively folk spirit in a concise
concert piece. The overture begins with vibrant, fast-paced string passages'
and bold rhythms, creating a sense of energy and youthfulness. Smetana
employs lively, overlapping themes that chase one another, incorporating
syncopated rhythms and dance-like tunes inspired by Bohemian folk music.
Although originally part of the opera’ s narrative about rural love, the overture
gained popularity as a standalone piece due to its impressive craftsmanship

and infectious energy.




Cello Concerto
in B minor, Op. 104 Antonin Dvorak

[ Allegro
II Adagio ma non troppo
III Finale (Allegro moderato)

During his tenure as director of the National Conservatory of Music of
America, Antonin Dvorak did not compose any instrumental concerto
until his final academic year there. He had not considered the cello as a
solo instrument for concerto until he heard the Cello Concerto No. 2
in E minor by his colleague, an American composer and cellist Victor
Herbert, at the Conservatory. Dvorak was deeply impressed by its
orchestration, noting that the use of three trombones did not
overpower the solo cello, which projected clearly. This experience was a
key impetus for composing his own cello concerto, prompted by a
long-standing request from his friend, cellist Hanus Wihan.

Although Dvorak allowed Wihan to suggest minor adjustments to the
solo part, he firmly rejected the inclusion of a traditional virtuoso
cadenza in the finale. As he wrote:

“I must insist that my work be published just as | have written
: it... The finale ends gradually in a diminuendo, like a slow
exhalation — with reminiscences from the first and second
movements — the solo fades away to pp (pianissino), then there
IS a crescendo, and the last measures are taken up by the
orchestra, ending stormily. That is my idea, and | cannot
abandon it.”

In this concerto, Dvorak demonstrated his mastery as an orchestral
colourist, blending Czech folk-inspired rhythms and melodic structures
with his distinctive lyricism and emotional depth. While composing this
cello concerto, Dvorak learned of the serious illness of Josefina
Cermakova, his sister-in-law and his first love. In the second movement,
he quoted her favourite lied, Lasst mich allein , from his early cycle Four
Songs, Op. 82 , as a tribute. After returning to Bohemia and learning of
her death, Dvofak revised the finale's ending, incorporating a poignant
recall of this melody serves as a somber memoirial.

The concerto’s orchestration showcases a wide palette of instrumental
colours: the solo cello engages in dialogues with various instruments,
such as with the flute, clarinet and solo violin. Dvofak successfully
transcends traditional concerto boundaries, incorporating elements of
chamber music while highlighting the unique character of each instrument
within a symphonic context.




Scheherazade, Op. 35 Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov

I The Sea and Sinbad’s Ship
II The Kalender Prince
III The Young Prince and Princess

IV Festival at Baghdad - The Shipwreck

The symphonic suite composed in 1888 by Russian composer Nikolai
Rimsky-Korsakov was insbired by the classic Arabian story collection
One Thousand and One Nights. The work'centers on a Sultan who, after
executing his unfaithful wife, vows to marry a new bride every night and
execute her the next morning to prevent betrayal. To stop these executions,
the vizier's daughter, Scheherazade, defies her father and marries the King.
Each night, she tells captivating stories, pausing at a suspenseful moment as
dawn breaks. Eager for the conclusions, the Sultan postpones her execution.
After 1,001 nights, when Scheherazade completes her final tale, the Sultan,

moved by her wisdom, abandons his vows and crowns her queen.

¢ The suite comprises four movements, unified by two themes: a stern,
descending scale motif played by the low brass symbolising the Sulltan, and a
lyrical violin solo with harp accompaniment representing Scheherazade’ s
intelligence and bravery.

The first movement, “The Sea and Sinbad'’s Ship”, evokes maritime adventures
with turbulent orchestral effects. The second, “The Kalender Prince”, portrays
a prince disguiséd as a commoner in a romantic narrative. The third, “The
Young Prince and Princess”, depicts a couple’s romance. The final, “Festival at
Baghdad-The Shipwreck”, captures a joyous festival, a storm and a shipwreck,
concluding with a serene violin solo symbolising Scheherazade's triumph.
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Music Office Senior Staff List
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Chief Music Officer Tsui Ying-fai
RS EREE GhheiiE) B 5
Senior Music Officer Grandy Fan
(Activities & Promotion)

Senior Music Officer (Chinese) Kwok Kin-ming
S EEESGES F I 5T SRR
Senior Music Officer Lai Wing-yan
(Musicianship/ Training Support)

e REE (Z%) His G181

Senior Music Officer (String)

Senior Music Officer (Wind)

=R ITHETE (178D

Dr Joseph Kam

Lee Sing-wan

Bk i 52

Senior Executive Officer (Administration) Steve Chan
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Thank you for attending our concert. You are welcome to click here
and fill in the questionnaire after the concert. We look forward to your
continued support of our programmes.
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https://forms.gle/n9zDeZAtvhS9GB6k7
https://forms.gle/n9zDeZAtvhS9GB6k7
https://www.lcsd.gov.hk/musicoffice
https://www.facebook.com/musicoffice.concerts
https://www.instagram.com/musicoffice.concerts
https://www.youtube.com/hkmusicoffice
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Hong Kong Youth Chinese Orchestra Annual Concert

4/1/2026

21 H Sun 3pm
FrE LD s

Hong Kong Cultural Centre
Concert Hall

% GUEST PERFORMANCE

D
Hong Kong Young
Chinese Orchestra
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2026 CEELTASEES-#2]

Music Office Trainees Concert Series

Budding Musicians Showcase

SEXEBFRPEREZEER ERRPEY S

Music Office’s Intermediate and Advanced Trainees Sharing Stage
to Present an Exquisite Array of Chinese and Western Music

o = 8 & concert |

24, S£HA7N Sat
7:30pm

e A8 EE Mk

Hung Kong City Hall Theatre

5 % & concert II*

7 I EHA/N Sat
7:30pm
PHHKXKSEXIRE

Sha Tin Town Hall Cultural Activities Hall
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28, S£HA75 Sat
T3y
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Sheung Wan Civic Centre Theatre

= {8 Tickets

$90 $60
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Tickets are available at URBTIX one month before the date of respective concerts
Please stay tuned to the Music Office Website for ticketing details

"SBEE|PIRES/RIRHEMAMR Maximum 2 tickets per purchase for Concert 1|
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