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Dear Patrons,

In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for
the artists and the audience, please refrain from recording,
filming, smoking, eating or drinking in the auditorium.
Before the performance, please ensure that your alarm
watches, mobile phones and other sound or light emitting
devices are switched off. Please do not applaud in between
music movements or before music completes. Photo-taking
without affecting others is allowed at curtain calls. Thank
you for your kind co-operation.
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Programme

Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra

Namouna Suite d'orchestre No. 1 Edouard Lalo
| Prélude

I Sérénade
Il Theme varié

Conductor: Lee Sing-wan

Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra

Romanian Rhapsody No. 1 George Enescu

Conductor: Lam Lik-hin, Stephen

—— Intermission ——

Guangzhou Symphony Youth Orchestra

Harvest Song Zhang Qianyi

Die Fledermaus Overture Johann Strauss Jr.

Conductor: Jing Huan

Guangzhou-Hong Kong-Macao Joint Orchestra

Festival Overture Shi Wanchun

Polovtsian Dances, from Opera Prince Igor Alexander Borodin

Conductor: Jing Huan
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Established in October 1977 by the Government, the Music
Office promotes knowledge and appreciation of music in
the community, especially among young people, through
the provision of instrumental and ensemble training, and
organisation of various music activities with a view to
building a new generation of concert audiences. It has
come under the management of the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department since January 2000.

The Music Office runs three training programmes:
Instrumental Music Training Scheme, Ensemble Training,
and Outreach Music Interest Courses, and organises youth
music exchange programmes including the Hong Kong
Youth Music Camp, Hong Kong Youth Music Interflows and
a variety of music promotional activities for participants
ranging from primary and secondary school students to
members of the public from all walks of life.
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The 4" Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area
Culture and Arts Festival

“2024 GBA Youth Symphonic Spectacular” is one of the
events of The 4™ Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area Culture and Arts Festival. Hong Kong is hosting
the festival for the first time, organising and coordinating
over 260 performances and exchange activities to be held
across the "9+2" cities of the Greater Bay Area. The festival
aims to showcase the vibrant and diverse cultural richness
of the region and foster cultural exchange and cooperation
among the cities. For detailed information about the
festival, please visit www.gbacxlo.gov.hk.

2024 GBA Youth Symphonic Spectacular

Featuring the uniqueness and heritage of the Guangzhou
Symphony Youth Orchestra, Hong Kong Youth Symphony
Orchestra and Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra, this
dazzling concert showcases the cultural and youth artistic
prowess of three iconic cities of the Greater Bay Area:
Guangzhou, Hong Kong and Macao. The joint performances
by the vibrant youth musicians of the three orchestras
contribute to an exhilarating episode of musical spectacle.
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Established in 1978, the Hong Kong Youth Symphony
Orchestra (HKYSO) is one of the flagship music groups
managed by the Music Office. Many of its former members
have pursued a career in music and become eminent
performers or music educators.

The HKYSO has played the role of music ambassador
of Hong Kong and completed successful concert tours
to France, Israel, Cyprus, the UK, Australia, the USA,
Singapore, Russia and the Mainland. In 2015, the HKYSO
participated in the International Music Festival EURASIA
in Yekaterinburg, Russia, attended training sessions at
the Urals Mussorgsky State Conservatoire and jointly
performed with the Ural Youth Symphonic Orchestra. In
2019, the Orchestra participated in the 30™ Australian
International Music Festival held in Sydney, took home the
Gold Award in the Instrumental Category and was named
“Command Ensemble” by the adjudication panel, which
enabled the Orchestra to perform at the Festival Closing
Concert.
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Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra
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Established in 1997, Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra
(MYSO) has become Macao’s local cultural brand, with the
aims of “People-oriented, Nurturing Talents, Making friends
with Music, Promoting Macao”.

The MYSO has already organised over 14 tours at home
and abroad, and has visited over 20 cities in Europe, the
USA, Asia and along the Pacific Ocean, and appeared
in major European music festivals like the Young Euro
Classic, stepped on the stages of the Musikverein Wien,
the Kennedy Center, Berlin Philharmonie and the National
Centre for the Performing Arts, presenting Macao's
music culture and the artistic talent of youngsters to the
international stage. In 2024, the MYSO visited Europe and
participated in mainstream music festivals in Romania,
Bulgaria and Greece.

By performing in signature concert series in Macao,
the MYSO has nurtured many members to pursue their
professional paths to become the first-generation local
musicians and invaluable foundation for Macao’'s musical
culture.
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Guangzhou Symphony Youth Orchestra
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The Guangzhou Symphony Youth Orchestra (GSYO) is an
affiliate of the Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra. Founded in
2011, it is the first-ever youth orchestra in China organised
and administered by a professional orchestra.

The GSYO has represented the municipality of Guangzhou
on numerous friendship tours and cultural exchange
programmes around the world, visiting numerous countries
and garnering critical and popular acclaim.

In 2023, the GSYO returned to Europe celebrating the
50" anniversary of Sino-Spanish diplomatic relations and
performed in Valencia, Madrid and Barcelona. After these
three concerts, the orchestra traveled to Switzerland
to perform at the Verbier Festival as the first Chinese
orchestra to appear on the Verbier stage. Apart from
being streamed live on medici.tv, the concert was also
broadcasted within China with more than 210,000 views.

The GSYO has been shouldering the mantle of international
cultural exchange and representing Guangzhou's own
culture by displaying the energetic spirit and artistic
achievements of China’s youth to the world.
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Lee Sing-wan earned a Master’s degree of Education (Music)
and a Master’s degree of Music in Conducting (Wind
Conducting) respectively from the Education University
of Hong Kong and the Messiah University of the USA. He
joined the Music Office in 2006.

Lee has extensive coaching and performing experience in
lower brass instruments and symphonic wind ensembles.
Many of his instrumental students received superior ratings
at various music festivals and competitions. He has also
led Music Office’s outbound tours of music groups to the
Mainland, Macao, Singapore, Japan, South Korea, Australia
and the USA, and gave critically acclaimed performances in
major events such as the "Hong Kong Week” of Shanghai
Expo, Jeju International Wind Ensemble Festival, Qingdao
International Horticultural Exposition, Asia and Pacific Band
Directors’ Association Conference and World Association
for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles Conference, to name a
few.

Lee is currently Senior Music Officer of the Wind Section
of the Music Office, and conductor of Hong Kong Youth
Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong Youth Symphonic
Band, the Music Office Instructors’ Symphonic Band and

instructor of lower brass instrumental classes in the Music
Office.
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Lam Lik-hin, Stephen is currently the Artistic Director
and Principal Conductor of Ponte Orchestra and Singers,
conductor of the Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra,
lecturer of Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts,
and Music Director of St. Paul's College. In 2024, he
was awarded the 1° Star of Art and Culture in Greater
Bay Area. He was recently selected by Riccardo Muti to
participate in an opera production of his Italian Opera
Academy. Described by Adam Rozlach of the Polish Radio
as “undoubtedly a man of passion who lives for the music”,
Lam was highly commended by Zubin Mehta and Christoph
Eschenbach who had attended his live performances.

He studied conducting at the prestigious University for
Music and Performing Arts Vienna, where he was under
the tutelage of Professors Uros Lajovic, Ordner Edwin, and
Konrad Leitner. Lam was also selected to conduct the Radio
Symphony Orchestra Vienna at the Musikverein.

Lam has worked with orchestras around the world, including
the Vienna Radio Orchestra (Austria), St. Petersburg
Chamber Philharmonic (Russia), King's Philharmonic (the
UK), Ravenna Opera House (Italy), Chamber Ensemble of
Orchestra Cadaques (Spain) and Silesian Philharmonic
Orchestra (Poland). He has also received critical acclaim as
an operatic conductor, with his full-staged performances of
Carmen, Die lustige Witwe, Cosi fan tutti, Le nozze di Figaro,
La Boheme and Falstaff.

Lam is also a dedicated educator and ardent advocate
of community outreach programmes. He is currently a
conducting lecturer of Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts and guest professor-conductor in Sichuan Music
Conservatory in China. He has been a member of the jury
at the significant festivals in Europe.

In recent years, Lam is regularly invited to conduct Macao
Youth Symphony Orchestra, which includes the 2017
Germany Tour and the 2024 Romania, Bulgaria and Greece
Tour.
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Jing Huan, the permanent conductor of the Chinese
Symphony Orchestra, currently also serves as Guangzhou
Symphony Youth Orchestra (GSYO) Music Director and the
board of the China Musicians Association, having previously
served on the board of Jeunesses Musicales International.
In 2022, she was invited to participate in the "National
Outstanding Young Artist Showcase” where she was selected
as one of “China’s Top Ten Young Conductors”.

A graduate of Beijing’s Central Conservatory of Music who
received her training with Professor Xu Xin, she obtained
her Master’s degree in Orchestral Conducting in 2009 at
the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music
under the tutelage of Mark Gibson, where she was awarded
a full scholarship to continue her doctoral studies. She has
worked as Conductor Assistant of the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra (CSO), including the CSO’s May Festival. During
the same period, she was also Assistant Conductor of the
Cincinnati Symphony Youth Orchestra and Principal Guest
Conductor of the Artaria Chamber Orchestra.

In 2012, Jing participated in the Campos do Jordao
International Festival in Sao Paulo, where her outstanding
performance led to an invitation by Maestra Marin Alsop
to serve as Assistant Conductor of the Sao Paulo State
Symphony’s 2013 music season. That same year, Jing and
her work with the CSO attracted the attention of Maestro
Long Yu, which led to her appointment at the Guangzhou
Symphony Orchestra initially as Resident Conductor, then
Principal Conductor. Her achievements over the years have
received significant recognition within the industry, and
in December 2023, she was appointed as the permanent
conductor of the Chinese Symphony Orchestra.

In 2014, Jing was appointed as Music Director of the GSYO.
Under her leadership, the orchestra charted remarkable
progress and toured extensively to many countries including
Germany (2015), Australia (2017), Indonesia (2017),
Singapore (2017), France (2018), Czech Republic (2018), Italy
(2018), Japan (2019), Spain (2023) and Switzerland (2023);
In 2021 and 2022, Jing led the GSYO on two national tours
to visit many cities in the Mainland.
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Programme Notes

Namouna Suite d’orchestre No.1 Edouard Lalo

Prélude

| Sérénade

Il Théme varié

Edouard Lalo, a prominent French composer of the
Romantic Era, is perhaps best known for his Symphonie
Espagnole for violin and orchestra and his Cello Concerto in
D minor. His lesser-known work, Namouna Suite d’orchestra
No. 1, is a fascinating and evocative composition that
deserves recognition.

Composed in 1881 and 1882, Namouna was a ballet under
the commission by the Paris Opéra, as a consolation after
turning down the composer’s opera Le Roi d’Ys. Lalo suffered
an attack of hemiplegia when he was composing the ballet,
and Gounod, another French composer, helped to finish the
work with orchestration. The ballet was premiered the next
year after completion. Lalo then extracted three suites and
published the first two.

There are five movements in this Suite, of which the
scherzo sections in the suite resemble Lalo’s signature
musical styles, “robust and forceful with fresh rhythmic
and harmonic invention” as described in The New Grove
Dictionary of Music and Musicians.

(Programme notes provided by Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra)
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Romanian Rhapsody No. 1 George Enescu

Composed in 1901, Romanian Rhapsody No. 1 is one of the
two Romanian Rhapsodies. The music of these signature
orchestral works of Enescu’s exhibits his deep affection for
Romanian folk music and his unique interpretation of it.

The main theme of the first part of this piece is based on
the Romanian folk song Am o leu, vreau sa-mi iau un pahar
cu vin, which means “I have a coin, | want to buy a drink".
The music is beautiful and full of humour. In the second
half of the piece, the tempo accelerates and features of
Romanian dance music come in. Backed by the dance
rhythm, the music becomes increasingly lively, and the
more familiar Romanian folk tune Ciocédrlia (meaning
“lark”) is heard. The piece concludes in a joyful, exuberant
atmosphere, depicting the vibrant scenes of rural life.

This work frequently appears in the repertoires of major
symphony orchestras and is beloved by music enthusiasts.
It is not only a musical journey but also a cultural feast that
gives the audience a taste of the soul and spirit of Romania
through the music.

(Programme notes translated from the Chinese version
provided by Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra)
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Harvest Song Zhang Qianyi

This piece not only reflects the bountiful harvest of the
season but also represents the prosperous and ever-
evolving era of our motherland and the people’s aspirations
for a better life in the new era. The work employs a
structure that alternates and intertwines various folk
materials, incorporating the "Tea-Picking Dance” from
Zhejiang and the "Daoqing” from northern Shaanxi, vividly
showcasing the joyous mood of harvest across the country.
The selection of materials is related to the composer’s
fieldwork in places like Zhinan Village in Zhejiang, as
well as Yulin in Shaanxi and Qikou in Shanxi, and is also
connected to his experiences in border ethnic regions over
the decades.

(Programme notes translated from the Chinese version
provided by Guangzhou Symphony Youth Orchestra)

Die Fledermaus Overture Johann Strauss Jr.

Die Fledermaus, meaning “The Bat” in English, is an operatta.
The overture, starting with the ear-catching three-note
motif, is filled with sweet melody and lively rhythms, which
is to introduce the humorous story. The composer himself
was the conductor at the premiere of the operatta, and
it amused the audience a lot and was interrupted several
times by applause.

(Programme notes translated from the Chinese version
provided by Guangzhou Symphony Youth Orchestra)

— i v] H $# Back to Contents 27



Festival Overture Shi Wanchun

Festival Overture was created by the composer out of
patriotic feelings on the 10" anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China. The first edition of the work
was completed and premiered around Labor Day in 1960.
After subsequent revisions over the years, the overture was
finalised in 1976.

The work brims with the composer’s deep and sincere
love for his homeland, and passionately eulogises the
achievements of the country. With a bright and mellifluous
melody, this deeply touching piece conveys a sense of
steadfast belief characterised by boldness and optimism,
and is evocative of the distinct features of the Chinese
nation and the times. While the piece is based on a full
symphony orchestra, two Chinese musical instruments,
suona and gong-and-drum, are added for a frenzy of
exuberance and excitement.

(Programme notes translated from the Chinese version
provided by Guangzhou Symphony Youth Orchestra)

Polovtsian Dances, Alexander Borodin
from Opera Prince Igor

Alexander Borodin was a prominent chemist and doctor,
and one of the eminent nationalist composers in Russia.
He started writing the four-act opera Prince Igor in 1869
and died in 1887 with the work left unfinished. The
music was finally completed by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
and Alexander Glazunov together. It was premiered in
St. Petersburg in 1890.

This piece is about the triumphant Polovtsian Khan
Kontchak, having defeated and captured Prince lgor,
entertained him with a banquet and summoned him to
surrender. The music is rich in strong Russian characteristics.

(Programme notes provided by Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra)

— i v] H $# Back to Contents 28



i E Y AT A ISR
Music Office Senior StafT List
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Chief Music Officer Tsui Ying-fai
SREEET CEERHE) SE o3

Senior Music Officer (Activities & Promotion) Grandy Fan
SRS T (T (%) Eled)E

Senior Music Officer (Chinese) Kwok Kin-ming
SRERTT (F%EH /IR E) 2RFER

Senior Music Officer Lai Wing-yan
(Musicianship/ Training Support)

SRS EEE (%8) HEEEL
Senior Music Officer (String) Dr. Joseph Kam
SIREEET (FE) ZEE

Senior Music Officer (Wind) Lee Sing-wan
SRITEEE (1TEL) BER &7 52

Senior Executive Officer (Administration) Steve Chan

ZHREMERMNEELT
iz BN4% I B & LU B /S &
RYETH !

Thank you for attending our concert. You are welcome to
fill in the questionnaire to redeem a small gift right after

the concert at our reception. We look forward to your
continued support of our programmes.
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