Stock

Elegant and fragrant, Stock (Matthiola incana) is a darling
among gardening enthusiasts. In the 18" century, a
heavily scented variety was discovered in the Brompton
Park Nursery in London, and was later named “Brompton
Stock”. The common name “Stock” has been in use since.

Native to Southern Europe and the Mediterranean, the
Stock is a perennial herbaceous plant of the genus
Matthiola in the Brassicaceae family. Like other Brassicas
such as Kale and Mustard, it is readily identifiable by its
characteristic four-petalled cross-shaped flowers. The
Stock has a relatively long blooming period, typically
stretching from early spring to early summer. Although its
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The main stem of the Stock is erect, woody at the base,
and densely branched. Mature plants grow to heights of
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Floriography

The Stock symbolises “perpetual love and beauty”.
As the theme flower for the Hong Kong Flower Show
2026, it aptly reflects the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department’s steadfast commitment all
along — creating heartwarming moments for the
people of Hong Kong to gather with loved ones and
enjoy the splendour of flowers. This spring, as
clusters of blooming Stocks sway in the breeze and
their scent wafts in the air, we welcome everyone to
join us once again for this highly anticipated event.
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Horticultural Applications

With its heady scent, dazzling colour, abundant supply and
long flowering period, the Stock is excellent material for
horticulture. Whether grown in parterres, pots or used as
cut flowers, they bring fragrance and beauty.

Since the discovery of the highly fragrant variety in
Europe in the 18th century, extensive cultivation and
improvements have produced a host of single-petalled
and double-petalled cultivars. They vary in height and
size, each attractive in its own way. The dainty,
single-petalled dwarf varieties work beautifully in
clustered groups or pots to adorn the edges of parterres.
The opulent, double-petalled tall varieties are best
mass-planted at the centre of a parterre, where they
serve as a stunning visual focus or a grand backdrop.

The Stock is available in a broad chromatic spectrum,
ranging from vibrant classic colours like purple, pink,
white and yellow, to fresher and softer hues of newer
cultivars, such as pale lilac, creamy yellow and pastel
pink. In full bloom, they present a breathtaking spectacle
that not only beautifies gardens but also attracts
butterflies and other pollinators. Their long and elegant
flower spikes make them excellent cut flowers for floral
arrangements, while their essential oils have long been
used in perfumes and aromatherapy.

Propagation and Cultivation

Stocks are grown primarily from seeds, sown usually in
autumn or early spring. Propagation from cuttings is also
possible, although less common. These plants thrive in
fertile, moist and well-drained soil under full or partial
sunlight. It is crucial to maintain adequate humidity
without causing waterlogging. To prevent rot, avoid
wetting the flowers and leaves when watering. Timely
deadheading encourages more blooms, while regular
fertilisation promotes vigorous growth. As Stocks require
long hours of sunlight and cool temperatures to flourish,
they are suited to outdoor -cultivation only in cool,
high-altitude regions. In hotter climates, they are often
cultivated in well-ventilated and well-drained greenhouses
that simulate their optimal growing habitat.
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