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Angelonia (Angelonia spp.), a herbaceous
plant of the plantain family (Plantaginaceae)
native to the tropical Americas, blooms
in vibrant colours and becomes most
resplendent in spring, summer, and autumn.
lts petite and richly fragrant flowers
blossom from bottom up on spikes,
generating a great sense of liveliness. With
a long flowering period, the Angelonia
thrives in hot and humid conditions,
thereby considered very suitable for
growing in Hong Kong.
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The term “Angelonia’,
with its Latin root
Angelu, denotes “angels’,
and here is how its common
name “Angel Flower” is derived.
There are many species of Angelonia, with heights
ranging from 30 to 100 centimetres, offering a
profusion of flowers with unique spotted patterns
inside the corolla. Renowned for its
range of hues, with common
ones being pure white,
pinkish red, light purple,
purple and two-tone
stripes, Angelonia is of
very great ornamental
value.
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Points to Note
When Planting Angelonia
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Adept at adapting to change in
humidity level, Angelonia thrives in
warm weather and prefers light,
thereby growing robustly in full
sunlight. In cold temperature or in the
absence of sufficient light, the plants
may elongate with limited flowering,
or even fail to flower at all.
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Loose, fertile and well-drained soil is
ideal for growing Angelonia. It is
important to keep soil moist but avoid
overwatering, which can lead to roots
rotting or other diseases.
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After flower bloom, the spikes have to be pruned
in a timely manner, trimming away any flowering
parts to promote new growths and induce
another flowering cycle. Following pruning, top
dressing at right time is essential to ensure
sustained abundant flowering. It is advisable to
follow the principle of applying small amounts of
fertiliser on a regular basis, but fertilising too
much or too frequently is to be discouraged.
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Angelonia is most commonly
propagated from seeds and
cuttings, with the former being
more prevalent.
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Angelonia is susceptible to leaf spot diseases, often
caused by pathogens in soil. Common pests include
aphids and whiteflies. To prevent diseases and pests,
it is crucial to keep planting grounds clean and avoid
overcrowding, while enhancing ventilation to
promote robust growth.
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Horticulture and Other Uses
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¢ Growing Angelonia is very
simple and easy. It can either be
grown in pots and placed in
gardens, parterres,  flower
pathways and balconies, or be
planted directly on ground. Some
varieties are frequently used as
cut flowers for preparation of
flower baskets and bouquets.
Deeply adored by flower fans,
Angelonia is a popular exhibit in
flower shows.






