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Native to China and Japan, hydrangeas (Scientific name:
Hydrangea spp), also known as hortensia, French
hydrangea or ajisai in Japanese, are a deciduous shrub
belongs to the family Hydrangeaceae consisting of dozens
of species. A cluster of brightly coloured and beautiful
hydrangeas consists of innumerable florets densely
packed to coalesce into a spherical mass, resembling
wedding bouquets in the hands of brides, creating an
auspiciously happy ambience. The immense flower
clusters are in shades of purple, blue, pink, purple-red,
white and green or sometimes a combination of shades.
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Interesting Facts

@ Flower colour will change with the acidity or alkalinity of
the soil. Cultivated in acidic soil, Hydrangea can absorb
aluminum easier and will bloom in purplish-blue. On the
contrary, if growing in neutral or alkaline soil, its flowers
will be pink.

@ The most conspicuous parts of hydrangeas are the
sepals. The almost unnoticeable floret is at the center.
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There is a large number of hydrangea cultivars with different
colours and shapes. The more common types are -
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Lacecap hydrangea

PR AR
Mophead hydrangea
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Panicle hydrangea




PLANTING NOTES
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Most hydrangeas prefer partial shade with |
moist soil that drains easily. They do notdo
- well under direct full sun but fail to bloom if &
they do not receive adequate sunlight.
Remove any old, dead or damaged plant
parts in daily maintenance.
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Pests and Diseases

While common disease afflicting Hydrangea are powdery
mildew and leaf spot in wet and warm season, the plant is
prone to attacks from pests like aphids and red spider mites.
Reducing humidity, increasing air circulation and removal
.~ infected plant material may improve the situation. Generally
- speaking, cleanliness of the growing environment,
adequate ventilation, and keeping the plant strong and
~ healthy provide the best prevention and defence against
pest and diseases.
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Looking big and glowing with
charm, hydrangeas are deeply
adored by flower fans across
the globe, extensively planted
in gardens, floral displays and
pots. Hydrangeas also make a
delightful home decoration
when placed on the windowsill.
They are also used as cut
flower (i.e. in bouquets) and for
displays in home and offices,
adding colour and zest to
brighten up the day.



