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Hibiscus rosa-sinensis
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Scientific Name: ‘ '

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis

(English Common Name:
* Chinese Hibiscus)

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis is an evergreen shrub that can
grow to 4 m in height and comes in single-petal and multi-petal
varieties. It has large and trumpet-shaped flowers which are
eye-catching with a diameter of 6 to 10 cm, and its leaves are
ovate or narrowly ovate in shape with serrate margins. Given its
ever-blooming nature, colourfulness and elegant appearance,
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis is the most common species planted in
parks and gardens among the 5 plants in the Hibiscus genus of
the Malvaceae family. Flowers of the genus Hibiscus plants
share one notable characteristic: they do not have individual
stamens or pistils. Stamens are fused into a tube-shaped gynan-
drium. The slender style of the pistil, with &5 hairy and sticky
stigmas, is enclosed by the gynandrium. Anthers of the

stamens that are supported by short stalks grow from the

outer part of the gynandrium. Star-shaped hairs can be
found on parts such as calyx, leaves or stems of a Hibiscus
species.

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis adapts well to Hong Kong’s
climatic conditions. It can grow in different types of soil and

thrive with adequate sunlight. Propagation is usually
carried out in spring or autumn by inserting cuttings
into sandy soil under shaded, moist conditions for

i% e root establishment and seedling.
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Growth Habits and Care

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis loves a warm, sunny, humid
environment. This cold-intolerant plant has to be moved indoors
during winter with the soil kept slightly moist. A move back
outdoors in spring must be preceded by changing the pot and
trimming the plant to remove buds which are diseased, weak,
overlapping or growing on the inner sides. This will prompt a
robust growth of the shoots.
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Hibiscus rosa-sinensis can be propagated by cutting and
grafting. Of the two methods, cutting is the more convenient
and commonly used one.
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Cutting
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Soft Tip Cutting, Semi-hardwood Cutting, Hardwood Cutting
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Below is the illustration of

propagation by cutting
with semi-hardwood
cutting as an example :
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. Cut a section of semi-hardwood stem of
M -round 10 cm in length,

The surface of the
cut should be
smooth. Keep 2 to 3
leaves near the tip
and remove the rest.
Apply rooting powder
[ on the cut.
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Insert the cuttings into

the growing medium.
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Soak the growing medium.
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When adventitious roots
have developed, the
cuttings are ready for
potting.
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| Points to note in *
# cultivating =
s Chinese- Hibiscus

® Chinese Hibiscus is a tenacious plant that loves a hot, sunny

and moist environment, with an optimum growth temperature of
| 22°C t0o 30°C. Placing itin a shady spot will lead to poor flower-

ing, easy loss of buds, diminished flower size and dull flower
colour.

® Though not heliophobic, the leaves have sharper colour with
moderate shading in hot summer.

® Chinese Hibiscus thrives in rich or sandy loam, butit grows best
in well-drained, loose and slightly acidic soil.

® Fertilisers should be applied once every month or two. Grown
plants should be pruned regularly every spring, while heavy
pruning can be carried out for aged plants to induce new
shoots, so as to promote vigorous growth of the plants and
enhance the shape.

® Avoid overcrowding of the plants, which will lead to pest and
viral infection.




