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At present, there are five parks under J—
the management of the Leisure and | i NN T
Cultural Services Department where REENEE LT B
animals are being . T Aviary and Bird Lake of Kowloon Park
kept for the public =% . "% - Zaees =8
to see, namely

the Hong Kong

/Zoological and

Botanical Gardens,

the Edward Youde

Aviary of Hong Kong

Park, the Aviary and

Bird Lake of Kowloon RS
Park, the Reptile House of Tuen Mun

Park, and the Aviary Pagoda of Yuen

Long Park. TR D o
2 ‘/””’— CERAE B

NEREOHETFEREINEESZ AE Aviary Pagoda of Yuen Long Park
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Parks are the places where people may relax their body and mind
vvhlle enjoying nature. In conducting zoo education in these parks,
we may help enhance the public’s understanding of animals, and
develop their positive attitude towards living harmoniously with
animals and nature. Visits to zoological parks allow members
of the public to learn about the habits and behaviours
of animals, inspiring them to understand the
importance of protecting animals and the
surrounding environments.

\[/

=8

2\ J

fEF'ﬁ“%F@i%”E

Reptile House of Tuen Mun Park
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Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens
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Thematic Talk
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Education and Exhibition Centre of the HKZBG

The Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens (the HKZBG)
has been keeping animals for exhibition purposes since 1876. In
those very early days, birds and mammals were kept in small
numbers in simple and makeshift structures for visitors to see. |t
was not until the Mid-1970s that we undertook the work related
to captive conservation and breeding technology. The HKZBG
IS committed to promoting various conservation activities and
research programmes to foster an awareness and concern about
animals among the public, and help them appreciate the co-
existence of different species. At present, about half of its area
IS home to animals. The HKZBG is the only LCSD park that keeps
mammals. There are about 40 enclosures, housing up to 180 birds,
78 mammals and 23 reptiles, of which 36 are endangered wildlife
species. Perhaps more members will join the HKZBG in the future.

The HKZBG’s Education and Exhibition Centre boasts an extensive
display of animal specimens, while books on animal conservation
are available for visitors to read. In addition, the Centre provides
multimedia parent-child games, aiming to raise the public’s
awareness of animal diversity and environmental conservation.
Activities such as guided visits, Meet-the-Zookeepers, Thematic
Talks and Zoological Education
Exhibition are also organised to
; deepen visitors’ understanding
- about the facilities and animals in
| the park
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Guided visits
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Facelift of the HKZBG

— In further enhancing the park, the LCSD has
~_E commenced a number of improvement projects,
.k including the construction of new mammal enclosures
and aviaries, and upgrading of landscape facilities. In
_ addition, a brand new logo which echoes the theme
' of “Urban Forest Living As One” is specially created

'''''''''

for the park, giving a refreshing and vibrant feel. On
another front, the park will also continue to conduct
= collaborative conservation programmes as well as

# horticulture and wildlife education programmes with
international zoological and botanical institutions,
i in order to ensure that the HKZBG remains the most
unique and popular park in Hong Kong.

AR 0=
New animal enclosure for New bird lake for
Bornean Orangutans American Flamingos

1 .
:); it uluii“:" ll '\hn“
4

.' i I|i,ul “ El= !E'"""E ' 'ﬂ{ 1 |

W

i
I|

S s () W PR A g
| AR Rl vl ,‘;i_;; :.:. : WL/

NENZEEWEIENZRETEL ?

How similar are the genes between humans
and Bornean Orangutans?

> o NBIEEMBRASERE%NER | RAREERIRIZE -
g Bornean Orangutans share up to 97% of the same genes as humans,

making them our closest living relatives after chimpanzees.
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Asian Small-clawed Otter Black Crowned Crane Great White Pelican Toco Toucan
(Aonyx cinerea) (Balearica pavonina) (Pelecanus onocrotalus) (Ramphastos toco)
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Old Friends in the Park
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Why do meerkats have dark rings around their eyes?
s it because they do not have enough sleep?

%BIECHMFEE* —EI’JKB%HE%‘% | REBEIRECREZE -
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Those are the sunglosses they got by birth! The black rings help absorb sunlight,
so that meerkats can watch out for enemies in the sky even in bright sunlight.

M=
Meerkat
(Suricata Suicatta)
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. S B R TEINE Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur
1= 2 C ottgn—t op Tamarin (Varecia variegata variegate)
: SSYES S : :
2E FCASHiR Ring-tailed Lemur (Saguinus oealpus)

Hoffmann’s Two-toed Sloth (Lemur catta)

(Choloepus hoffmani)

IEMBREINEE E RIS RIVFIART0A

What is the special fighting method of
the male Ring-tailed Lemur?
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Why do sloths move slowly? Are they readlly that lazy?
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They are not lazy, they are just saving their energy. Since The males engage in “stink f|ghts” to
their diet is mainly composed of leaves and barks which maintain their dominant position and
cannot provide rich nutrients, they move in slow maotion protect their territories from others. They
as far as possible in order to slow down metabolism and rub secretions from their scent glands
reduce energy consumption. onto their tails and wave them at rivals.

e

BEES FHEES EREE
Yellow-casqued Hornbill Red-crowned Crane Black-faced Spoonbill
(Ceratogymna elata) (Grus japonensis) (Platalea minor)

B a4
Resident Wild Animals
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Squirrel Yellow-crested Cockatoo

(Callosciurus erythraeus) (Cacatua sulphurea)
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The Edward Youde Aviary of Hong Kong Park
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The Edward Youde Aviary is definitely the most popular attraction in Hong Kong Park.
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Named after the late Sir
Edward Youde, the then Governor of Hong Kong, the Aviary has lbeen opened to the public since September 1992.
The Edward Youde Aviary is one of the world’s largest open aviaries. It is also a major aviary in Hong Kong where
birds can live or roam freely around visitors. At present, the Aviary accommodates over 520 birds of 60 species in
total.

The Aviary has a raised walkway that allows
visitors to walk through the tree canopy,
from which they can watch the birds and
appreciate the scenic views from all directions.
The valley floor of the Aviary is a streambed
full of trees and shrubs, and adorned with
shallow pools and small waterfalls. Water goes
down the valley and flows into a large pool,
offering a nice place for waterfowl watching.
Great Hornbills preying on smaller birds are
kept separately in display cages for visitors to
watch.

Hong Kong Park also organises such activities

as guided visits, bird watching and
volunteer schemes for the public,
with a view to enhancing their
understanding of nature and
tropical rainforest birds, while
raising their awareness of
conservation.
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The Edward Youde Aviary of Hong Kong Park
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The entrance of the Edward Youde Aviary was renovated in
2018, giving a refreshing feel.

RRE R E R A REBREE#Z

The Edward Youde Aviary before renovation The Edward Youde Aviary after renovation
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Eclectus Parrot R— "

(Eclectus roratus) = /\ & PIRANNE R Tl =]8 D&* 2515
Bali Myna Rainbow Lorikeet Black-capped Lory
(Leucopsar rothschild) (Trichoglossus haematodus) (Lorius lory)

=EEEE)S ﬂﬂ? il
White-Fronted Amazon

(Amazona albifrons) ERZMEIEE
LLong-tail Broadbill Great Pied Hornbill

(Psarisomus dalhousiae) (Buceros bicornis)

FTABRANAEIREEIS 2
e . !»@%g%m%wma  INABRISENMARAEIRE - WIBARLL
)

TRz  WHRBEIRE ' IRREQMIOX 2R - TRE
BEIRESEEERE) @ (EMmEBES -
Many parrots can speak, but some of their species cannot. Parrots do
not produce sound with their vocal cords. Instead, they have a syrinx
which is located where the trachea branches into the lungs. When air
passes through the syrinx, its walls vilbrate to produce sound.
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The Aviary and the Bird Lake of Kowloon Park
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The Aviary and the Bird Lake are home to animals in Kowloon Park. The = ',_ B!~ \ } W, .l W
Bird Lake is comprised of a large flamingo pond and a small waterfow! NN
pond. There are over 190 birds living at the two ponds, among which
Greater Flamingos and Lesser Flamingos are the most eye-catching
to visitors. The Bird Lake of Kowloon Park is the best place to watch
flamingos in Hong Kong. The Aviary is home to a total of 70 birds of
nearly 22 species, including parrots of various species such as Paim
Cockatoos and Yellow-headed Amazon Parrots, as well as other exotic
birds like Rhinoceros Hornbills.

To augment public understanding of birds and raise their awareness of
conservation, Kowloon Park organises bird watching activities from time
to time. In addition, there are various gardens in Kowloon Park, providing
not only homes for wild birds but bird-watching attractions for memlbers
of the public.

5 NEEABZESHSTM ; BRSEIREIE=S) - TMER
QR CODE - o AIFH @ MERESIARER °

New signage has been installed in Kowloon Park in recent years. In
addition to animal graphics, QR codes are also displayed on signage
for visitors to scan for the information on various animals.

ERETE e i

Old signage New signage
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The Aviary and the Bird Lake of Kowloon Park
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New Members ke

- ATESRBHIS ?
4 \Why do flamingos always stand on one leg?
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Flamingos stand on one leg to reduce both energy consumption and
muscle fatigue. This allows flamingos to doze off while standing upright.

Cin
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RATHS BB

Greater Flamingo chick 0|d Friends in the park

(Phoenicopterus roseus)

INATES
Greater Flamingo Lesser Flamingo
(Phoenicopterus roseus) (Phoeniconaias minor)

FEMARESHS A 41 B BRESHS AR <AIRES

Grey Parrot Galah Greater Necklaced Laughing Thrush
(Psittacus erithacus) (Eolophus roseicapillus) (Garrulax pectoralis)

L |
T4+ FREREBERRNER 2
Ng&.» Rhinoceros Hornbill (Buceros rhinoceros)
IS the national bird of which country?

= N G
é Malaysia

Rhinoceros Hornbill
(Buceros rhinoceros)

Y

JRNBHS

Coscoroba Swan
(Coscoroba coscoroba)
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Reptile House of Tuen Mun Park
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TR NBRCRENRIIIIFERR » BFEXERIIAY Opened in 1999, the Reptile House of Tuen Mun Park is

SECEREE - [EREERTIBEL245FF 3 » )R thefirst of its kind under the LCSD. With an original floor

2006 FEREE 4500 153K - [BREENSmEiER e of about 245 square metres, the Reptile House was

- N expanded to an area of about 500 square metres in
E& Es{8 , l‘é."cj. =B
PRSI RER R R S Qa5 2006. The facilities include indoor terraria and a courtyard

Ro > BEMEEE: - BFEE - BEBNESGRE terrarium, where reptiles of various species, including

5% - IRIGEEANRE SHiE 60%)1% » HETA33{@  carpet Python, Radiated Tortoise, Spurred Tortoise and
GofE o Blue-tongued Skink, are displayed. The Reptile House

— currently accommodates over 60 reptiles of 33 species
RIS AKX » €23 EE

in total.
RESAD ’ﬁi ¥ Despite its small size, the Reptile House is home
18 - [E2EEINS [ = g to several endangered species. On another
SRNRZEEEE - L VS B front, the Reptile House provides free guided
REREEER Conlil. NE - tour services for schools and subvented
¥ DLEADDSE T organisations, in a bid to augment public

RRCRIRAE T1E interest and understanding in reptile
B conservation.

B B R A0 5858
I“‘Il ) \/maﬁg%mmmﬁf
Conversion of Crocodile Pool into Lizard House
EX 32 BV EE At EEREL LT )
Crocodile pool before conversion Lizard house after renovation
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Mangrove Monitor
(Varanus indlicus)
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Reptile House of Tuen Mun Park
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New Members
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Red-footed Tortoise Malayan Box Turtle Weber’s Sailfin Lizard
(Geochelone carbonaria) (Cuora ambioinensis) (Hydrosaurus weber)
ABERS

2BEREC < Rt EHEEE S 2

Old friends in the Park 1/ Why do lizards shed their tails?

WZBEEE - R8N ENFE - EETESS
ERAREESNINR2EBEEHE - B8k H%jtlﬂzéiféﬂn
R - NSESBRMNAREREBER - IHEBESR -

Lizards shed their tails for self-defence in emergencies. There
IS a gap between the tailbone and muscle, allowing them
to break off tails. In the case of dangers, lizards will contract

their muscle to separate the bone from the gap, thereby

BRI . o g
Visrelie sl o vassEia/ et pyihon shedding their tails for self-defence.

(Morelia spilota variegate)

\I/

SRAESE AR E[ESE B

Radiated Tortoise African Spurred Tortoise Pig-nosed Turtle
(Astrochelys radiata) (Geochelone sulcata) (Carettochelys insculpta)

ERORET EE%E”%’J ﬂ’fﬁ Afial B

Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard Orante Spiny-tailed Lizard Green tree python
(Tiliqua scincoides scincoides) (Uromastyx ornate) (Morelia viridis)

IRAE LR D PHBEBREMEDS 2

Do you know how to distinguish the genders of a Tortoise?

/A

HEESERE MMERIRRER @ MiEEEERI KRB LRIRFBAREEE -
The male ones have concave plastrons with longer tails, while the female ones
have flat plastrons with shorter tails.

" g~ SMENIERY NS 6 7

2 |s cold-blooded animals really “cold in blood”?

"\ DYLIEERISINEIREVENY) - /S MENYDZISREA N FRFDR RFTEYENYD -
JttifeEEDfF@ RESEART » XAUTERIBIEREESE - (R S Lfﬁﬁﬂ%iﬁéb
Y] - RERDENVDIIREISMENY) - PINRRR ~ MR KB RF

Cold-blooded animals do not just refer to those animals with cold blood. They
generadlly refer to those animals without any temperature regulatory systems
inside bodies. Their temperature usually fluctuates or may be adjusted by means
of their movements and in light of the environment. Except for mammals and
birds, most animals such as fish, amphibians and reptiles are cold-blooded.
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The Aviary Pagoda of Yuen Long Park

LL VST 7 r—o L 1))
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25 (BERAEESSELKNANINEE ' R RERZEEZBHTFERRA -
AR E SH26IE/5FBEER ' EPEIEMNERE - WINERRALIEE BRELT
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HARBSEBEBRARKN - BRESAVEENRERE - BANNGYE LIEE © 88
FHMFLES - BN - TERAERBEEEBRY @ IEBIRIRRE RIEAHEY
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Erected on top of Shui Ngau Ling, the 7-storey Aviary Pagoda, with a height of 30
metres and traditional Chinese architectural features, is the famous landmark for Yuen
Long Park. On the top level of the pagoda, visitors can enjoy a panoramic view of the
Yuen Long Town, as well as a fine distant view of Ping Shan, Ha Tsuen and the Tin Shui
Wai New Town.

The lower storey of the pagoda features an open space with an area of 85 square
metres, allowing birds to fly and roam freely around visitors. The pagoda houses
over 75 birds of 26 species in total, including Java Sparrow, Mount Omei Liocichla
and Peking Robin.

B ' ™™ Despite its limited size, the Aviary Pagoda is home to some rare and endangered bird
i species. Visitors may climb stairs to the top level of the pagoda for wild bird watching.
INn addition, Yuen Long Park organises guided tours to promote environmental
conservation and to enhance the public’s interest in animals and plants.

A= f= =\

New Members NEERS
Old friends in the Park

R 205

Nicobar Pigeon ZIERE ANl TE BE JIEARE
(Caloenas nicobarica) Purple Glossy Starling Red-billed Leiothrix Java Sparrow
(Lamprotornis purpureus) (Leiothrix lutea) (Padda oryzivora)
r 4

T3 RENEENAEEHERTIR 2

What are the differences between the

N raeReRvSR [EBE 2
Why are birds described as “having a straight gut”?
> = . BRESE TS ERABYSLEaEE vision of humans and birds?
~ $r g ‘?“%
D8 BB LMSREEIUESIEN - o ) enpmmrmm  ATAERRRES
@ 240 - MRBNIRIBERERIMHE - 2SR

X % 5, RS
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$E 510 BEY—TFSHMEWM(E SR/ BETFA—  [RBHNREF AR TE300,
&Eﬂgﬁg gﬁl)ziﬂ;l ;%;1@?%@ —Fgfigg% BUETBEEI60E  EERNES S fl@
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SRZBBRE E = , = =227
As birds are toothless, food will first enter their crops £S5 ﬁ%j_ﬁﬁf_&/:}[ﬁ”] > O‘R# @ﬁﬂj&%ﬁj S8R
through the esophagus for temporary storage % - BIYEERESRK - WHIEEREASER) -
and softening. It will then enter their stomachs Human eyes are at the front of heads with a maximum
and eventually arrive at intestines for nutrient horizontal visual field of about 240°, whereas bird eyes are

absorption. As birds have shorter intestines than on both sides of heads with a broader vision but limited
other mammals and do not store faeces, their eyeball movement. Though birds cannot rotate eyeballs

7
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nutrient absorption is more efficient. Such a like humans do, they have flexible necks to offset this
unique body structure helps reduce their energy disadvantage.
consumption and body weights when flying. With Visual field varies across bird species. The Rock Dove

a high metabolism, birds keep foraging for food  hgs g visual field of up to 300°. The Eurasian Woodcock
owing to their rapid food digestion and nutrient has a 360° visual field, even allowing it to see things behind

apsorption. That is why birds are said to “have a = jts eyes. Birds of a few species have their eyes at the
SUCIGINE GUiE™ - - front of heads. Take the Owl as an example. With a visual

[ Esoghagus - Féﬁ%ﬁﬁ% field of 1507, it can 300° 360° 150°

Mouth Stomach £2 Digest food have a stereoscopic
Gizzard vision upon seeing é
| B% overlapping images, @
258 ntestine

b greatly helpful for them \_/

to determine distances.
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Store food temporary Anus Rock Dove  Eurasian Woodcock Owl
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Connect with Wilderness = A nimals at LCSD: Learn it! Feel it! Find it!
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Roles of the HKZBG in Animal Conservation
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Conservation refers to protection and wise management of the
environment. The most effective way to conserve animals is
to protect the habitats for the endangered species, including
national parks, nature reserves and the wild, on a permanent
basis. Captive breeding is one of the effective means to conserve
animals. It means breeding the endangered species in controlled
environments, such as wildlife conservation areas, zoos and other
conservation facilities.

While zoos play a vital role in animal conservation in different parts
of the world, the parks under the LCSD are no exception. We have
succeeded in breeding various endangered animals over the
years.
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Endangered Animals in the parks under the LCSD
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De Brazza's Monkey Emperor Tamarin Golden Lion Tamarin
(Cercopithecus neglectus) (Saguinus imperator subgrisescens) (Leontopithecus rosalia)
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Hawaiian Goose

Maroon-breasted Crowned Pigeon
(Goura scheepmakeri)
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Yellow-headed Amazon Parrot
(Amazona ochrocephala)

(Branta sanavicensis)

Spider Tortoise
(Pyxis arachnoides)

Leopard gecko
(Eublepharis macularius)
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