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The term “Silk Road” first came into use in the 1870s when German geographer Ferdinand von Richthofen employed it to —
describe the trade route between China and Central and Western Asia. Since then, academics have continued to argue over e |
which areas the ancient thoroughfare covered, where it began — some propose Chang’an (now Xian), while others argue it was B |
. Luoyang — and where it ended. Most other people still regard Chang’an as the origin of the Silk Road on land. From there, it 'ﬁg
g extended westward, through a narrow strip of Gansu Province to Dunhuang. It then split into three — the northern, central and ey

southern routes — traversing Central Asia, Western Asia, and on to Constantinople (now Istanbul), the capital of the Eastern : 4
Roman Empire.

E“ ,  Inspired by the Silk Road’s rich history and cultural diversity, the Silk Road Arts Festival offers Hong Kong audiences an S

‘ exciting journey through exotic lands, with a superb showcase of traditional and contemporary performances by top |

s § international and local artists. The adventure starts from Xian. This is heralded by 7th century Tang Dynasty songs and dance

; and later by soul-cleansing Buddhist music, brought to the Central Plains from India. Traversing the Taklamakan Desert, the
artistic discovery tour reaches Central Asia. There, the striking sounds of the Tianshan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan await,
along with the Azerbaijani form of music known as mugham. Setting off once more, the trail leads to a lively dance spectacular
featuring colourfully clad Georgian dancers and their amazing footwork. Moving over to the Middle East, the drum music
of Persia (today’s Iran and its environs) and a cross-cultural fusion of Persian and Indian ghazal offer contrasting artistic
encounters. The journey then proceeds further west, enabling eastern Mediterranean music to meet up with creative forces
from various lands in a tribute to Marco Polo, whose travels from Europe to China bring the expedition full circle. What better

way than this innovative festival to evoke the sights, sounds and images down the ages of the legendary route called the
Silk Road...

Designed by AOMM Creative Limited
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Shaanxi Provincial Song and Dance Theatre —
Splendours of the Tang Dynasty

RETIEXZERN

Georgian National Dance Company Sukhishvili

AERENER(ZE)(AZ2— = =)
Shen Wei Dance Arts (USA) — Re- (I, /I, Ill)

FZ & Music

ESHEYTF (HA/ZE/AFH)(ES BHREST)
Kitaro & Artists (Japan / USA / Hungary) —
Silk Road East & West

HALF M (R /EE)(hE 2§ —RETREE
[#&ALH | BNRIESR)

Ghazal Ensemble (Iran / India) —

Ghazal - Persian and Indian Improvisations

Y HRSE M (P & 5T/ R ) (R TE B—FR AR 2 1k)
Zarbang (Afghanistan / Iran) — lranian Rhythms

FEERRFEREE (MEFE) - XILEE(FEEHHE)
RS e (MR AUE) (REXH : B - BEREEE)

Alim & Fargana Qasimov (Azerbaijan), Tengir-Too
(Kyrgyzstan) & Bardic Divas (Kazakhstan) —

Spiritual Sounds of Central Asia: Nomads, Mystics and
Troubadours

B FC Mz N2 47 - Sainkho Namtchylak (B F)
EHNRES  EE(ERFRE L)
Huun-Huur-Tu: Throat Singers of Tuva, Sainkho
Namtchylak (Tuva), Dickson Dee & Peter Scherr —
New & Old Myths of Tuva

TRESEE (FH) RSBRTF (FUFERRER)
En Chordais Ensemble (Greece) & Guest Artists —
Marco Polo's Travel to China

HEPRE (FHEZ—HE2K)

Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra —
The Silk Road Journey

ETEI ISR Festivals Office
NEERPEFEEFE105RE B L PO TB AR

Level 5, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre,
10 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

A MEnquiries : 2370 1044
B Fax : 2371 4171
#83tWebsite : www.silkroadfestival.gov.hk

RASFRADR - M MR B EROR & W E AR o

The presenter reserves the right to substitute artists and change the programme should unavoidable circumstances make it necessary.

HEABL T RRERE X BHRIER -

The content of these programmes does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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Ensemble of Gansu Gannan Labrang Monastery,
Ensemble of Yunnan Xishuangbanna Main Buddhist
Temple & Buddhist Music Ensemble of Shanxi Wutai
Mountain —

Buddhist Music - Treasures from the Silk Road

BB Theatre

EEZRE (BE - "mY - 8)
Hong Kong Repertory Theatre — Bun in the Cave

FE 1 B8 F gt Multi-Arts
ERES (KBAE2 2 (M) 2F=H)

Theatre Fanatico — Heading West 2: The Curious
Case of Sanzang

THHEFREE —~ PHBHHEHE (LEE)
Unlock Dancing Plaza == Ming Ri Institute for Arts
Education — A Deer of Nine Colours

FE{HEE) Extension Activities

BRHE (MEAR) REHE

Film Programmes /Images of the Silk Road & Seminar
T /e - KHETFE Workshops - Master Class

(B HERERVER) RHBE

Peace and Harmony - The Divine Spectra of Manjusri

Exhibition & Talks

{Reborn—#4 3% 2 IR MR )
Reborn — The Silk Road Arts Exhibition

(Az— - = S)BERRHEE
Re- (1, Il, Il) Photo Exhibition & Talk

E b n¥EE Other Activities
#2125 Booking Guide

EEHI H & Stage Performances Diary
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The Silk Road has been a major hub for East-West cultural exchange as well as trade since ancient times. Spanning Asia and
Europe, it has given birth to numerous artistic traditions by fostering communication between different groups of people. In
choosing the Silk Road as the third theme in our World Cultures series, the Festivals Office aims not only to provide a showcase of
amazing gems from the past but also a platform for contemporary creative exchange among artists from various parts of the world.

The Silk Road Arts Festival opens with Splendours of the Tang Dynasty, an extravaganza of songs and dance by the Shaanxi
Provincial Song and Dance Theatre. This is followed by a series of exotic concerts from Central Asia, South Asia and the Middle
East. Renowned musicians from Iran, India, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Tuva roll out a rich tapestry of
sounds that weave together the traditional and the new. In a commission for this festival, En Chordais Ensemble from Greece
creates a new soundscape, with guest artists from Tajikistan, Turkey, Israel, Iran and ltaly. The Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra
presents a programme centred on a “Silk Road journey”. The energy-charged dance performance by Georgian National Dance
Company Sukhishvili promises to be a colourful feast for the eye.

While traditions provide the basis for the Silk Road’s cultural legacy, they have also inspired modern artists, such as Japanese New
Age musician Kitaro and US-based Chinese choreographer Shen Wei, to fresh creative heights. Local companies Theatre Fanatico,
Unlock Dancing Plaza, Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education and the Hong Kong Repertory Theatre also perform new works in
their respective genres — multimedia theatre, dance, and drama - all revolving round the Silk Road theme. Closing the festival is a
programme by three famous Buddhist ensembles from Mainland China offering aural enlightenment.

On the visual arts front, the Peace and Harmony — The Divine Spectra of Manjusri Exhibition brings together more than 100 Manjusri
and Buddhist artefacts in a major display. In addition, a group of artists from Hong Kong and Macao has been asked to create Silk
Road-themed installations throughout Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and the New Territories.

Qutreach programmes, including workshops, master class, film shows, talks, school tours, foyer and outdoor performances, are also
available in many locations, covering LCSD and university venues, shopping malls, coffee shops and libraries. These events seek to
make the Silk Road a part of the fabric of everyday life during the festival period.

A compelling journey awaits. We look forward to sharing these wonderful sights and sounds with you.
Shirley Tsui

Senior Manager, Festivals Office
Leisure and Cultural Services Department
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A cultural four de force frorr Shaanxi Provinclal Song and Dance Theatre
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A monumental production by Ndtional Class One
Director|Zuo @ing and dther leading
Chipese theatrical talents
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i b H .0 K EIBE Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre
- $280 D $240 D $180 E $120 4851200 ML P42 Some $120 seats may have restricted view

BV H 4 B &2/ 51573 i - W 47150 8 33K L Approx 2 hours and 15 minutes with an intermission of 15 minutes
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A glorious fusion of classical dance,
music and contemporary staging

The Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD) marks a high point in
China’s long history. In that golden age, a cosmopolitan
China thrived at home and confidently engaged with East
and West.

Splendours of the Tang Dynasty, a poetic blend of dance and
music, echoes that great era as nearly 300 years of Chinese
history and culture unfold on stage. Inspired by Tang
Dynasty poetry, this lavish production conjures up a world
where flowers, forests and flowing water stir poets to new
heights, and where the Middle Kingdom is indeed the
meeting place for people from many nations. Via the Silk
Road and the country’s thriving sea trade, China enjoyed a
continual free flow of goods and ideas during this period. The
monk Xuanzang, for example, having made his famous
“journey to the West”, returned with the Buddhist sutras in
his effort to grasp inner truth. Meanwhile, polo and other
active pursuits were among the favoured pastimes of the
upper classes, both men and women.

These splendid scenes and others come to life in eight acts
put together by the celebrated Shaanxi Provincial Song and
Dance Theatre. Employing colourful costumes,
traditional Chinese musical instruments, dances

and stunts, 120 dynamic performers use

" the best of modern stagecraft to revisit

~ the magnificence of the prosperous

‘Tang Dynasty. Two years in the

) aking, this 10 million yuan

roduction is a wonderful tribute to

'China’s amazing cultural heritage.




A% 5 35 5 2 TR
Georgian National Dance Company Sukhishvili
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Triumphant performances to
over 50 million people in 88 countries
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“A folk gem with classical facets”
— The New York Times

Seamlessly merging East and West, ancient and

new, the spectacular dancers of the world- i EE 5‘] it lﬁfﬂ VR R — & 2 B 3 ﬁ? ﬁ% 1’]2 s

renowned Georgian National Dance Company

.;‘ laﬂ Nﬂthﬁd[ DﬁﬂCQ Compaﬁy ' Sukhishvili whisk you away on an energising — CHERR W)

two-hour theatrical adventure.

e o . “The steps, rhythm, music and acrobatic beats originate from
St l(l‘ I‘ [ Since the 1940s, when the Sukhishvili family Georgian folklore, however all that is elaborated upon and
ﬁ. % % % @ m iﬂ % ﬁ % ﬂ“ g‘% % ‘fg u ls Vl l revolutionised Georgian folk dance with its thea;;icisufd,hr'esultinﬁ in a cohesion of marvelous, artistic units.”
% ﬁ. ;lg E < ‘2@ i ﬁ i % gﬁ % é" creative approach to staging and choreography, e masnEion S oot
the dance company has given spell-binding

T ‘H ; s :
: "ﬁ' wH L ! > 4 . performances fco over .50 m|ll|.on people I.n 88

countries, earning media acclaim as the “Eighth
Wonder of the World”.

A potent combination of mystical srace and virtuosic feats proclucins

a masica[ encounter with ethereal women and heroic warriors = ( Works combine the romance and elegance of
classical ballet, with the agility of contemporary

: 3 dance and the ethnic traditions of Europe and
Aﬂ uﬂmissaue claﬂce Spectacular! : : Asia. Live musical accompaniment adds to the
; ‘ exuberant atmosphere as heroic warriors

engage in swashbuckling feats, including

full-body flips, and ethereal women float by.

A stunning display of athletic ability and mystical

charm delivering an exhilarating dance

extravaganza and an unforgettable experience.

A per[ect clemonstration o{ elesance ancl power
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