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The running time of each performance is approximately 2 hours including an intermission of 20 minutes.
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With post-performance talk on 12 June. You are welcome to stay and join us. (In Putonghua)
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Be Real. Be You.
202646 A

Hong Kong holds a special place in my heart. Back in 2008, I joined The Hong Kong
Ballet as a Guest Principal Dancer and starred in several Western classical masterpieces.
It is a great honour that today, as Artistic Director, I return to Hong Kong with the
original dance drama Lady White Snake, a work imbued with the essence of ‘Oriental
Stage Aesthetics), as the opening programme of the Chinese Culture Festival. For me, this
is a remarkably meaningful reunion.

In 2019, when Ms Zhang Xiaoding, General Manager of Shanghai Grand Theatre,
invited me to collaborate on creating a new dance drama, the character of Lady White
materialised instantly in my mind. Starting from my hometown Shanghai, the dance
drama Lady White Snake has travelled an elegant and winding journey. From version 1.0
to the renewed 2.0, to a sold-out run at Lincoln Center in New York, I am overjoyed that
my beloved ballet art has found its harmony with Eastern essence, and that this thousand-
year-old legend has acquired a contemporary reflection. Even more, I am thrilled that this
Chinese story, blending tradition with modernity, and embodying a uniquely Chinese
oriental stage aesthetic, has reached the world.

My sincere gratitude extends to Shanghai Grand Theatre and the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department for their faith and invitation, to the dedicated creative teams for
their artistic precision, and to the dancers of ‘Moon’ and ‘Luck’ for their wholehearted
devotion. I look forward to embarking on this journey of self-discovery with all of you on
the Hong Kong stage.

Be Real. Be You.
June 2026
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International ballet artist, Director and Distinguished Professor of Collaborative
Innovation Centre for Dancing of Shanghai Theatre Academy, Artistic Director of Suzhou
Ballet Theatre, former principal ballerina of San Francisco Ballet.

Tan YuanYuan's remarkable journey in dance began in Shanghai. Her prodigious talent
emerged early, winning the silver medal at the Helsinki International Ballet Competition
at 15, followed by gold medals at both the Paris and Nagoya international competitions.
These achievements earned her the prestigious Medal of the City of Paris and the Nijinsky
Award — often referred to as the ‘Oscars of Dance’ — along with the Bronze Statue of
Nijinsky, prompting international media to hail her as ‘China's Miracle’

In 1995, at the invitation of Artistic Director Helgi Tomasson, Tan joined San Francisco
Ballet as a soloist, ascending to principal dancer within 18 months. Her repertoire
encompasses leading roles in classical masterpieces including Swan Lake, Giselle, Romeo
and Juliet, and contemporary works by choreographic luminaries such as George
Balanchine, John Neumeier and Christopher Wheeldon. Notable performances include
After the Rain, Firebird, and The Little Mermaid. Critics worldwide have celebrated Tan’s
artistry. The London dance press dubbed her ‘a great jewel on ballet’s crown, while The
New York Times praised her rare combination of ‘elegant and delicate, also bold and
unstrained qualities’.

In her career spanning nearly 30 years, Tan YuanYuan has won many awards: in 2004,
‘Hero of Asia’ in the Asian edition of Time and was featured on its cover. In 2013, the 56"
Annual ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ from American professional publication Dance
Magazine. In 2022, the San Francisco Ballet presented the ‘Artistic Achievement Award’
in recognition of Tan YuanYuan's contributions to the company. The Mayor of San
Francisco sent a congratulatory message, while concurrently proclaiming 13" February as
‘Tan YuanYuan Day’



going about her routine
shopping, experiences a supernatural awakening as thunder reverberates through the
supermarket. In an instant, the mundane gives way to the mystical — the fluorescent-

lit aisles dissolving into a misty, primordial forest. Here, she encounters a mysterious

figure: a woman in green, serpentine and seductive, who weaves an intimate dance of
temptation. As suddenly as this vision appears, it vanishes, leaving only the stark reality
of supermarket shelves in its wake.

lotus leaves and holiday crowds ebb and flow like tides. Here, two serpentine beings
— one white, one green — undergo a mesmerising transformation into human form.
Their first steps in their new bodies sway with the delicate grace of spring blossoms.
The White Snake and Xu Xian’s eyes meet in a moment of destiny, their burgeoning
romance sheltered beneath an oil-paper umbrella — a tender symbol of their union. Yet
love, in its mysterious exclusivity, creates its own shadows. The Green Snake, consumed
by jealousy, oscillates between desires: to join their sacred bond or to banish Xu Xian
from their supernatural realm. Upon the legendary Broken Bridge, three hearts meet
their fate, as the structure itself crumbles, becoming a physical manifestation of their
fractured relationships.




assault the ship. The Green Snake, it seems, has survived and returned, calling for the Wife.

The Psychologist, embodying the ancient monk Fa Hai, delves deeper into the Wife’s
psyche in pursuit of the Green Snake. As his ritual bowl resonates with Buddhist chants, As chaos erupts among the revellers, the Psychologist, realising his ‘cure’ has failed,
the Green Snake attempts escape but becomes ensnared in an ethereal net. Though she recognises that his battle with the Green Snake remains unfinished. In a desperate
breaks free, she emerges gravely wounded from the encounter. gambit, he enlists the Husband’s aid to once again subject the Wife to hypnosis.
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Associate Professor of Directing Department at Shanghai Theatre Academy and Artistic Director
of Ke Theatre Company.

Zhou's directing credits include dramas: A Doll’s House Part 2, Prima Facie, After Immortality,
Diary of Mystery, Hudec, Letter to a Child Never Born, The Censor, Oleanna, The Pillowman,
Doubt: A Parable, Night, Mother, One Bone and Four Dogs, Scenes from a Marriage, Love Letters,
The Crucible; Musicals: The Picture of Dorian Gray, Panda, Reborn, Mama, Love Me Once Again;
opera 170 Days in Nanking; dance drama Lady White Snake; film Remain Silent. Awards include
the ‘Five One Project’ Excellent Work Award and the Jury Prize at the 8" Daegu International
Musical Festival in Korea (Mama, Love Me Once Again), Best Director at the 3™ Chinese Theatre
Awards (The Pillowman), and Best Experimental Director at the 1* International Theatre
Academy Awards (Hudec).
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Contemporary dance teacher of Department of Musical Theatre at the Beijing Dance Academy.

Wang Peixian joined the Beijing Modern Dance Company in 2013 and was admitted to the
Department of Modern Dance Choreography at the Beijing Dance Academy in 2014. He has
collaborated with artists such as Gao Yanjinzi, Cui Jian, Gao Guangjian, Du Kefeng, Sammy
Chien and Shen Wei, and with a number of companies, including the Martha Graham Dance
Company, TAO Dance Theater, Netherlands Dans Theater, and China Coal Mine Literary Troupe.

Productions that he has participated in were showcased at international festivals, including the
Avignon Theatre Festival in France, the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in the United Kingdom, the
Shanghai Rotary Youth Leadership Awards, and the Guilin Arts Festival.

Selected works include: dance dramas The Lofty Zheng Yang, Red and Green Emerald, dance
theatres Instantaneous, The Ship of Theseus, modern dance dramas The Scream, physical theatres
Left of Right, Bold Mother and Her Children, experimental video work The Other Side, Yang opera
Chen Yannian 1927, national operas Hear Soma, Love Song of Kangding, Cantonese opera General
Order, immersive show Feng Fei Qiang Wu, musical Till We Meet Again.
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Deputy to the 14™ National People's Congress. Vice Chairman of the 11" Shanghai Musicians
Association. Member of the 9" Committee of Shanghai Federation of Literary and Art Circles.
Member of the Art Expert Committee of the National Centre for the Performing Arts. From
2016 to 2025, he was the president of Shanghai Opera House. Xu Zhong is currently the Artistic
Director of Shanghai Opera House, Chief Conductor of Suzhou Symphony Orchestra, Principal
Director of Fondazione Arena di Verona, International Chair of Opera of Royal Welsh College
of Music & Drama, External Expert Observer of BBC Cardiff Singer of the World, Independent
Non-Executive Director of NetEase Cloud Music. From 2012 to 2015, he was Artistic Director
and Chief Conductor of Teatro Massimo Bellini. From 2013 to 2019, he was Music Director and
Chief Conductor of Israel Haifa Symphony Orchestra. Xu was awarded "Officier de LOrdre des
Arts et des Lettres" in 2022.
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Luo Zhou is a Class One Playwright and the director of the Jiangsu Provincial Drama and
Literature Creation Institute. Selected works include Kun operas Spring River Flower and
Moonlight Night, Qu Qiubai, The Year of the Plum Boy, The Family of Jiangcheng, Xi operas A
Cup of Rim, Candlelight in the Front, Yue opera The Phoenix Terrace, Yang operas The Style of the
Crown, The Unbreakable City, Zheng Banqiao, drama Zhang Qian, musical Peach Blossom Paper.
Her works have won three Cao Yu Drama and Literature Awards, six Tian Han Drama Awards
for plays, and several national awards, including the Outstanding Playwright Award of the China
Theatre Festival. Luo has published Stars and Moon as Lamps - Luo Zhou’s Art of Playwriting.
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Gao Guangjian is the Stage Design Director of the National Centre for the Performing Arts,
vice president of the China Stage Arts Society, outstanding expert of the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, the Honorary Fellow of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, a visiting
professor of the Central Academy of Drama and the winner of the 2™ ‘Academy Award’

Selected works include operas The Magic Flute, The Orphan of Zhao; dance dramas The Great
Dream of Dun Huang, Du Fu, and Poetic Dance: The Journey of a Legendary Landscape Painting;
Peking opera The Return of the World to the Heart, and drama Battle of Shangganling, etc.

Peking opera The Return of the World to the Heart won the Gold Award for Performance Design at
the 13" Prague International Quadrennial Exhibition of Performance Design and Space in 2015;
drama Battle of Shangganling won the Best Set Design Award at the 4" Chinese Drama Festival in
2021. His works have won the Wenhua Stage Art Design Award for many times, and many of his
works have been selected as one of the “Ten National Fine Stage Arts Projects.
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Xiao Lihe earned her Bachelor of Arts in Stage Design from the Shanghai Theatre Academy. In
2003, she graduated from the Yale University School of Drama with a Master of Fine Arts degree.
Xiao studied under a number of distinguished artists, including Jin Changlie, Jennifer Tipton and
Ming Cho Lee who are renowned artists of lighting and set design at home and abroad.

Xiao held visiting faculty positions at Shanghai Theatre Academy, Queens College, City University
of New York and served as a visiting designer at Brown University and Concordia University,
among other international institutions. In 2008, she served as the lighting designer for the
Opening Ceremony of the Olympic Games in Beijing. In 2010, Xiao was awarded the honorary
title ‘Oriental Scholar’ by the Shanghai Municipal Education Commission, and has since been
appointed as an honorary professor at Shanghai Theatre Academy.

Xiao has cultivated extensive collaborations with distinguished artists across diverse disciplines
worldwide. Her creative practice spans multiple domains including theatrical set design, lighting
design, theatrical projection media design, lighting installation art, and architectural lighting design.

WYL AF Feng Jiangzhou
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Feng Jiangzhou is a renowned new media artist, director of multimedia theatre, director of
the New Media Committee of the China Stage Association, artistic director of Sifenlv Culture
Communication Company Limited (Beijing and Hong Kong), and visiting artist of the Academy
of Experimental Art of the Central Academy of Fine Arts. He has worked extensively with
scientists, designers, film directors, performance artists, theatre performers and dancers in the
fields of music, video, installation and theatre. He is widely regarded as one of the most pioneering
artists in the field of contemporary art in China.

Feng's multimedia theatre works have been described as the most pioneering contemporary
digital art works: Spring Blows the Wind, Fleeting City Floating Life, False Image Series, Harem,
Micro Connections, The City of Magic, Nightingale, Woman Walking Backwards, Hot Wake, Finding
Courage and Sleeping Beauty in the Snow. He was invited to participate in various events and
exhibitions including: the Metropolis Copenhagen 2015, the Wuzhen Theatre Festival 2015,
Avignon Theatre Festival 2013, Kassel China Public Art Exhibition 2012, International Design
Festival Berlin 2012, etc.
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Viola Zhang is a costume designer completed her studies at Accademia di Belle Arti di Roma and
Accademia Costume & Moda, where she studied with Andrea Viotti and Carlo Poggioli. Her
professional experience encompasses collaborations with renowned opera houses such as Teatro
Massimo Vittorio Emanuele in Sicily, Italy, and Teatro Opera di Roma. Projects include Lady White
Snake, Sleeping Beauty, Romeo and Juliet, Schiaccianoci, Tre Sorelle, The Great Gatsby, Beauty and
Sadness, The Rite of Spring, Disappear, In that distant place, Day Dream. Works for movies: Tie Dao
Ying Xiong, Bao Feng, Journey to the West.
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Class One Performer, director, producer, choreographer, principal
dancer with Suzhou Ballet, former principal dancer with Liaoning
Ballet.

Ao Dingwen received the Gold Prize in the Adult Category at the 6"
Shanghai International Ballet Competition, the 15" Wenhua Award,
and the 14" ‘Five One Project’ Award, etc.

Ao has created musical dance theatre Roles, contemporary ballet The
Jade Hairpin, ballet poem Sundial, contemporary ballet The Wall, dance
poem drama Ode to Rivers. She also initiated and produced Glory:
Chinese Ballet Stars Gala from 2024 to 2026.

Repertoire includes Swan Lake, The Nutcracker, Mulan, Le Corsaire,
Romeo and Juliet, Notre-Dame de Paris, Lady White Snake; modern
works Terracotta Warriors, Scarlet, Nine, Waiting, and Cherish the Fate.

Wife / Lady White

At 31, the Wife (White Snake) appears to embody contentment. Graced with beauty,
intelligence, and refinement, she followed her husband's counsel to embrace the role
of a full-time homemaker. Her life seems enviable to observers: a devoted husband,
financial security, and social status. Yet beneath this veneer of domestic bliss, an
unsettling transformation begins. A recurring dream featuring the enigmatic Green
Snake awakens long-buried memories and suppressed desires. This spectral visitor
catalyses a profound questioning of her assumed happiness, revealing it perhaps as
mere illusion. The Wife confronts an uncomfortable truth: in conforming to external
expectations and relinquishing her autonomy, she has unwittingly become a prisoner of
her own choices. Ultimately, this recognition propels her toward liberation. She breaks
free from societal constraints to pursue authentic selthood and individual values,
challenging the very foundations of what she once accepted as happiness.

2 H 22 Liu Sirui
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Principal Dancer with the Cincinnati Ballet, Liu Sirui was trained at the
College of Dance of the Shanghai Theatre Academy. In 2009, she won the gold
medal in the senior division at the 9" Taoli Cup Dance Competition. She also
won the gold medal in the senior division at the Beijing International Ballet
Competition in 2010. She was included in Dance Magazine's Top 25 Dancers to
Watch in 2017. Liu has been invited to dance with the Hong Kong Ballet and as
a Guest Principal with the Los Angeles Ballet. She was also featured in the ‘Night
of Ballet Gala’ in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, as well as Glory: Chinese Ballet Stars
Gala in Shanghai. During her time with the Cincinnati Ballet, she appeared in
more than 40 classical and contemporary ballet productions.

Her repertoire includes Swan Lake, Giselle, The Nutcracker, Cinderella, Sleeping
Beauty, Don Quixote, Coppelia, Serenade, Jewels, Romeo and Juliet, The Rite
of Spring, Carmina Burana, In the middle, somewhat elevated, Petite Mort,
amongst other ballets.
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Vice Director and First Principal Dancer of Shanghai Ballet, Class One
Performer.

Wu Husheng became a dancer of Shanghai Ballet after graduating from
Shanghai Dance School in 2003, and was promoted to the first principal
dancer in 2010. He was appointed Vice Director of Shanghai Ballet in 2022.

Selected award credits include: Silver Medal (no Gold Medal awarded) and
Igor Youskevitch Award at the 9" New York International Ballet Competition;
Gold Medal at the 4™ Shanghai International Ballet Competition; Best Actor
Award at the 24" Shanghai Magnolia Stage Performance Award; Best Male
Dancer of the 9" and 10" China Dance Lotus Award in 2013 and 2016.

Repertoire credits include: principal roles in The White-haired Girl, Swan
Lake, A Sigh of Love, The Butterfly Lovers, Hamlet, Jane Eyre, Bright Red
Star, Le Fantome de 'opéra, etc. Selected choreography credits include: Lost
Star, Jingzhe, Three Shades of Blue, A Dream of Floating Life, Follow The Light
(Outstanding Production Award in the 14™ National Dance Exhibition), etc.

Husband / Xu Xian

The Husband (Xu Xian), at 33, presents an outwardly exemplary figure. His striking
presence and impeccable conduct have earned him widespread admiration. Where
once he exhibited genuine curiosity about his wife's inner world, that attentiveness
has gradually eroded. He rationalises this emotional distance through a cynical lens:
surely all successful marriages eventually settle into comfortable predictability?
When passion subsides and curiosity wanes, he reasons, what remains but to
maintain an enviable facade? His wife's psychological turbulence - her apparent
hallucinations, disappointment, and confusion - leaves him bewildered. His solution
is efficiently pragmatic: secure medical intervention and delegate the problem to
experts. This response epitomises his complex nature: outwardly strong yet inwardly
timid, superficially attentive yet fundamentally self-centred, gentle in manner yet
emotionally detached.

A B Sun Jiayong
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Former Principal Dancer with Béjart Ballet Lausanne, former soloist with Ballet
Basel and Ballet Zurich, member of the Swiss Dancers’ Association, registered
teacher of the Royal Academy of Dance.

Sun Jiayong was awarded the Dancer of the Year Award by Premia La Danza
Positano in Italy, and has been invited to perform in the Osaka Ballet Star Gala, the
Geneva Dance Festival, the Lausanne Opera House Dance Gala, the Valencia Ballet
Gala, and other international performances. He won the Bronze Medal at the Genée
International Ballet Contest and the Scholarship at the Prix de Lausanne and Third
Prize in the Junior Group at the Taoli Cup Dance Competition Ballet.

Repertoire includes Raymonda, Song of the Earth, The Nutcracker, Giselle, Sleeping
Beauty, The Magic Flute, The Rite of Spring, Eugene Onegin, Cinderella, and other
ballets. He also choreographed Spiral of Silence, The Transit of Venus, Undeniable,
and Between the Windings.
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can suppress her nature. Only through the complex interplay between the Wife and her

own consciousness could this force be extinguished - yet she remains fundamentally
immortal. Like the phoenix destined for perpetual renewal, she represents the eternal
qualities of the id.

F &% Wang Nianci
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Class One Performer from the Youth Dance Company of Beijing Dance
Academy.

Wang Nianci won prizes at the 9" and 10" Taoli Cup Dance
Competition, and the production she participated in won the China
Dance Lotus Award (Best Dance Drama), the 14" China Dance Lotus
Award, Hainan Province’s ‘Five One Project’ Award, Wenhua Award,
Gold Medal for Choreography in six provinces of Central and Southern
China, Silver Medal for Choreography in fifteen provinces of Central
and Southern China. She has participated in TV programmes such as
CCTYV Spring Festival Gala 2023, Hunan TV Dance Smash, Henan TV
Spring Festival Gala and CCTV Poetry and Painting China.

Repertoire includes dance dramas Fat Tang Slim Song, Zodiac Lady,
Spring Story, Avenue Memory, Princess of Silk, Ode to Han, Beacon Peach
Blossom Fly, Dongpo Hainan, Guan Gong, Li Story, Cao Xueqin, Green
Flower, The Yellow River, and contemporary dance Rong by Shen Wei.
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Class One Performer from the Youth Dance Company of Beijing Dance
Academy and a teacher of the Department of Classical Chinese Dance and
the School of Education at the Beijing Dance Academy.

Su Hailu was a four-time finalist of China Dance Lotus Award and won
the Silver Prize in the Classical Dance Category of the China Dance Lotus
Award. Productions he participated in won the China Dance Lotus Award
for Dance Drama, Excellent Works in the Henan Province’s ‘Five One
Project’ Award, Gold Medal for Choreography in six provinces of Central
and Southern China, Silver Medal for Choreography in fifteen provinces of
Central and Southern China.

Repertoire includes dance drama Man Jiang Hong, Du Fu, Railway
Guerrillas, The Lofty Zheng Yang, Loyalty to The Country, Rite of Spring, Nuo
love, Jinggang Jinggang, Life is Only Like the First time, 100 years of Zheng
Yangmen, Ink, A Memoir of Zhangku Avenue, Ruihe Tu, Dongpo Hainan,
Guofeng, Guoyun Gewu, Painted Skin, contemporary dance Rong by Shen
Wei, and dance theatre Instantaneous. Other works include Door-God,
Drinking Alone under the Moon, Expecting with Faith, Wuwen.

ability to enter the dreamscapes of others, understanding their deepest thoughts, whilst
maintaining an unwavering clinical distance. His ruthlessness in pursuit of 'healing'
mirrors his spiritual namesake, Fa Hai. Operating in absolutes, he views the world

through a stark binary lens: health versus illness, right versus wrong, normalcy versus

deviation. His self-proclaimed mission of ‘curing' patients reveals itself as a rigid
enforcement of societal conformity.
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Artistic Director: Tan YuanYuan

Director: Zhou Ke

Choreographer: Wang Peixian

Music: Xu Zhong

Playwright: Luo Zhou

Set Designer: Gao Guangjian

Lighting & Projection Designer: Xiao Lihe
Video Designer: Feng Jiangzhou

Costume Designer: Viola Zhang

Special Thanks to Edwaard Liang

Dancers:

Shen Peiyao, Ren Ke, Chen Manyue, Zhang Shuai,

Li Zixi, Ma Yingying, Guan Yili, Zou Danni,

You Chunhui, Wang Yue, Meng Wangqi, Sang Mengting,
Ge Fangiao, Yang Hangi, Zhang Ziyao

Sun Fang, Zheng Yuetian, Lin Junfan, Bai Jiawei,
Wen Geng, Liu Wei, Zhang Zheng, Zhu Qixin,
Liu Peiyao, Xu Hao, Chen Jiaqi,

Nie Zhiyuan, Wu Yufei, Hu Wenfei

Chief Producers: Zhang Xiaoding, Qiang Wei
Producers: Zhong Yicong, Zhu Mengjue
Production Manager: Shen Keyang

Company Managers: Gao Yang, Wang Xiaoshuang
Production Assistants: Zhang Junjia, Cai Lisheng

Communication Coordinators:
Gao Lei, Zheng Ying, Lin Meichen

Executive Choreographer: Sheng Yijie
Ballet Master: Li Jiabo

Shanghai Opera House Dance Ensemble Coordinator:

Zhao Tianrui

Technical Director: Cao Taoyang

Stage Managers: Lin Chenyue, Lu You, Wang Lu
Assistant Set Designer and Prop Designer:
Jiang Xueying

Set Production Coordinator: Gao Song
Lighting and Projection: Ma Lingge, Xie Chen
Lighting:

Yuan Sheng, Chai Wentao, Ji Ning, Zhang Yong

Projection / Multi-media:
Wang Chunhui, Yuan Ruohao, Song Xutong

Sound: Mo Jiawei, Li Fujun
Costume and Makeup Coordinator: Ouyang Dan
Translator: Zhang Jingyi
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