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National Theatre of China

The National Theatre of China is a national performing arts organisation directly under the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism of the People’s Republic of China. Its origins can be traced back to 1941,
when the Yan'an Youth Art Theatre was founded. The current organisation was officially established
in 2001 through the merger of the China Youth Art Theatre and the Central Experimental Theatre.
The theatre boasts rich artistic resources and a glorious tradition of theatrical culture. Generations
of distinguished figures, including Ouyang Yugian, Liao Chengzhi, Wu Xue, Shu Qiang, Jin Shan,
and Sun Weishi, have laid a solid and profound foundation for the birth, growth, continuity and
innovation of the theatre.

The National Theatre of China embraces the creation philosophy of 'Chinese Originals, World
Classics, and Experimental Explorations.' With lofty artistic aspirations, it takes on the responsibility
of advancing theatrical culture and upholds contemporary aesthetic values and scientific
operational principles. It is dedicated to shaping a national artistic image and fulfilling the
representative, exemplary and guiding role of a national performing arts organisation.

On 25 December, 2021, the National Theatre of China celebrated the 80th anniversary of its origins
and the 20th anniversary of its official establishment. President Xi Jinping wrote to the theatre’s
artists, encouraging them to 'tell Chinese stories with passion and dedication, create more
outstanding works that embody the spirit of the times and resonate with the people, and contribute
even more to the flourishing of literary and artistic endeavors in the new era, as well as to the
enrichment of the people’s spiritual world.'

The National Theatre of China is dedicated to creating and staging outstanding theatrical works,
drawing from both classical and contemporary traditions, as well as from Chinese and international
sources, with a focus on high quality and artistic excellence. Committed to producing exceptional
works and nurturing talent, the theatre is home to a wealth of accomplished performance
and directing artists. With a pioneering spirit, it actively explores new markets, fosters ongoing
innovation, and creatively captures the spirit of the times. It is a true home for passionate theatre
professionals.

The National Theatre of China has three modern theatres, each designed to accommodate plays of
diverse styles and scales. Based in Beijing, its influence reaches across the country. In addition, the
theatre actively promotes international theatrical exchanges and cooperation, striving to share both
China’s and the world’s finest theatrical cultural achievements with a broader, global audience.

The National Theatre’s current executive leadership: Tian Qinxin, Gong Baojiang, Bai Xuefeng,
Cheng Peng.
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Synopsis

The thunder of cannons at Marco Polo Bridge in 1937 ignited the full-scale war between China and
Japan, shattering the peace of Beiping's Little Sheep Fold Hutong.

Amidst the chaos, the lives of hardworking civilians deteriorate daily: Mr. Cui the rickshaw
boy, operatic amateur couple Mr. and Mrs. Wen, helpful Li Siye, and Cheng Changshun who is
interdependent with his grandmother - all gradually lose basic dignity and hope through their
disparate sufferings. The reclusive Poet Qian, indifferent to fame and fortune, sees his family
destroyed by the war. This tragedy strips away his scholarly passivity, forging him into an unyielding
fighter.

In stark contrast, opportunists thrive in the chaos. Guan Xiaohe and his wife Dachibao prosper
spectacularly, though their pursuits fracture family approval.

The Qi family, the Hutong's most law-abiding and peace-loving household, finds its members taking
different stances as the crisis intensifies. Old Master Qi's third grandson Qi Ruiquan joins the War
of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and vanishes without word; his second grandson Qi
Ruifeng, spurred by his wife, secures a lucrative post in the puppet government; his eldest grandson
Qi Ruixuan, an English teacher in middle school, wrestles between filial duty and patriotism while
supporting the entire family with his devoted wife Yunmei. Old Master Qi's lifelong aspirations hang
in the balance: Can he preserve his ideal of a four-generation household? Will he live to see his
eightieth birthday?

Act I Bewilderment
Act II Ignoble Survival

Intermission of 15 minutes

Act 111 Famine

In Putonghua with Chinese and English surtitles.

The performance will run for about 3 hours and 15 minutes
including a 15-minute intermission.
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EAAH Key Creative Team Member

Hj Bl j\ Chief Producer

AAEE S Chief Supervising Producer
%% Deputy Supervising Producers
JE M Advisors

j( % @ [ Literary Advisor

L9 B Academic Advisor
E%a%lj %ﬁ *% Drama Interpretation
J§ 2 Original Novel

AT Playwrights

g%ﬁ Director

BAE N Producer

ﬂ?}Lﬁ ﬁ ?ﬁi Associate Director

ﬂ 9_"% %’,5(" fﬁ"l‘ Stage Designers

o ed Lighting Designer
IRk % F Costume Designer
RV eﬁﬂ‘ Styling Designers

B2 HT sound Designer

’f’F EHi Composer

8- )ﬁ‘ﬁ ﬁ‘]‘ Props Designer

% lﬁ %’Ex Stage Manager

Mg 45 B Technical Manager
S R

Production & Performance Coordinators
HERE Publicity Coordinator
@'5 B nsz% Casting Coordinators
ﬁ 9_"% ;éf‘yi:h % Stage Art Coordinator

: HID#E Tian Qinxin

: BV GongBaojiang

: AU - A BaiXuefeng, Cheng Peng
: §F - [BFZ] shuji,Shu vil

: WP Zheng Wanlong

: W Han Yuhai

: B4 BT Yang Qian

: 4 LaoShe

: M - %K% Tian Qinxin, An Ying

: £ Tian Qinxin

: 253 LiDong

: #&/P#¥; SunXiaoming

: BEBAE - EHS8E Xue Dianjie, Wang Hanyi
: R Wang Ruiguo

: M8 Zhao Yan

: Bk - B4 He valin, Liu Lian
: %% ZhouTao

: 38l Zhang Wei

g B Wang Pu

: P ChenLong

: 38 Zhao Liang
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: Lao Xiang, Wang Mian

: PIBWR Liu Mengni

: gﬁﬁﬂ: N @J m#‘ Zhang Yan, Liu Hanzhong
: 3T i Jiang Yumeng

‘;ﬁﬁ Cast

iﬁ}‘é % j\ Narrator

AR The Qi Family

1"3 % j\ 0Old Master Qi
ABFRAi Qi Tianyou
KM Tianyou's Wife
#8355 B Qi Ruixuan
gﬁ*ﬁ Yunmei

15 3 ! Qi Ruifeng

B* T Pangjuzi

g IT'% 2 Qi Ruiquan
/NEF Little Niuzi

JEAR The Guan Family
oA HJ%?;‘T Guan Xiaohe
K75 43 Dachibao
JUAH 473‘+ You Tongfang
7 /5 % Guan Gaodi
JE % Guan Zhaodi

8K The Qian Family

330N |]A7\ Qian Moyin

gRA Qian Moyin's Wife

BAT Qian Moyin's Son

#8 5L E Qian Moyin's Daughter-in-Law

: B8R Duan Yihong

: 25% ZhangLu

: fE YL CuiKai

: EAK XuanYi

: ARFE XuWei

: ﬁﬁ Zhao Rui

: B LiuZhe

: FYL Tao Hong

! WA Gao Ang

: RUKRE Zhang Mucheng

: B4% wuBi

: ﬁiﬁﬁfé} Shi Yueling
: P ¥ LiiJing

: 2K Bl Li Mohan

: B Chen Yuting

: J5 B Ma Ang

: 255 LiXue

: YR I B Zhang Jiaqi
: 2B i Li Shengnan
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ZEPUER LiSiye

P99 LiSinai

/N M Cui

/INEEFE M Cui's Wife

JS 1 Grandma Ma

FR B Cheng Changshun
IJ:_i %ﬁ% Inspector Bai
JINIC M Wen

JINICZE M. Wen's Wife

ﬁ"_‘_—g t Li Kongshan
[ ﬁ % Lan Dongyang

HL R Rickshaw Boy

H 2'5:1( }\ The Japanese Woman
H A% !lfzﬁ’ The Old Japanese Woman :
%H %%E’ The Japanese Interpreter

: W5 Han Minghao
: JGHIH Ma Shanshan
: SR Zhang Shuo

! BAK XuanYi

: W§ 5% 5% ShiJialu

: ¥ Guzi

: B M8 Zou Yidao

R I Zhang Jiaqi

: 2 b i Shengnan

: ﬁs% Deng Yang

: W5 %] Shan Guanchao
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Jiang Hao, Yan Yueming, Li Bei, Wang Dawei

: 225 hli Li Shengnan

ZA2E LiXue

;R B Zhang Jiaqi

%ﬁfkﬁ Production Team

'}wﬁ% FE Lighting Operator
%% F# sound Operator
fi ??% %E‘EE&: Mic Operator
2 AE Sound Technician

AH Stage Machinery Technicians

ﬁﬁ‘ Props Master
G 5‘!’3 H= Lighting Supervisor
R ﬁlll.? ﬁ’% ’ﬂ3 Lighting Technicians

ﬂﬁ% Wardrobe
btk Makeup
%ﬁ%}% Multimedia
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: 8 — R Liu Yi'ang

o i1 ¥ Wang Yansheng
: {18 RenKai

: BB XiongLin
%ﬁ?ﬁ% Stage Machinery Supervisor :

CEERA A RIEMR

WP Zhang Xinjun

Lu Suhe, Yan Dong, Zhang Xuefei

: il AL He Xinhong
: =M L Shaopeng
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Song Qixia, Liu Haiyang, Xu Zizhan

Liu Xuan, Hou Honglian, Chen Zeyan, Li Chan

DB - UK - RS~ BT - HRE

Liu Lian, He Xin, Kang Yingxi, Ma Tengji, Jia Yulong

: EEE Zhang Zhang

Organised by
China Arts and Entertainment Group Ltd.

Executed by

China Performing Arts Agency
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s Command Chen Fei, Wu Fenghun
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch off other beeping or light emitting
devices before the performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable experience for
the audience, photo-taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited when the performance is in progress while
photo-taking without affecting others is allowed at curtain calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium.
Thank you for your co-operation.

TEME
Questionnaire AR AN F o #EEDEB BB A SLH A AR R - S B % -
HARAT IR REFH Ecp2@lesd.gov.hk » BHE F2741 2658 o
Thank you for attending the performance. Please fill in the e-questionnaire to give us your
views on this performance or on the LCSD cultural programmes in general. You are also welcome
to write to us by email at cp2@Ilcsd.gov.hk, or by fax at 2741 2658.

A R FH R B A B 2 s B B T H AR - SERIBEDL T - wwwlesd.gov.hk/te/artist
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship
by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave
their seats during the performance will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively
during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenters reserve the right to refuse admission of
latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers.

S A A ST H B AR o AR AT B0 T BT A B AN S R S S S L B v
The presenters reserve the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The content of the
programme, as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent

the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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House programme information provided by the arts gruop.
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