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Poetic Dance /5 I

The Journey of

a Legendary
Landscape Painting

by China Oriental Performing Arts Group
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An ancient scroll painting of blue green landscape

transformed into an ethereal dance epic
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About the Programme

Poetic Dance: The Journey of a Legendary Landscape Painting is a “poetic drama” in
seven chapters: Scroll Unfolding, Seal Tracing, Silk Reeling, Minerals Exploring,
Brush Making, Ink Grinding, and Painting Alive. In the dance drama, together with
a modern-day Palace Museum researcher, the audience unfolds a scroll in multiple
perspectives, wandering in the midst of legendary-like and charming traditional
Chinese aesthetics. It tells a story closely related to “A Panorama of Mountains and
Rivers”, a masterpiece of traditional Chinese landscape painting characterised by its
depiction of blue and green colours, which has a history of nearly 1000 years and is
said to have been painted by the 18-year-old ‘genius’ Ximeng. By adopting a narrative
structure that interweaves space and time, this dance drama is set at a time when
the painting was to be exhibited upon Ximeng’s finishing strokes. By fully devoting
himself to the study of the painting, the researcher steps into Ximeng’s inner world,
accompanying him during those precious moments when the young painter was
making his greatest efforts. Through this experiential journey, the researcher is able to
resonate with the painter’s youthful genius, exploring the combination of chance and
necessity that led to the unique emergence of “A Panorama of Mountains and Rivers”,
and interpreting the sentimental bonds between national cultural relics of the past and
people in modern times. On the stage, a richly-layered picturesque scene is stretched:
the moon hangs high in the sky, as it was in the past thousands of years; under the
moonlight, the researcher and Ximeng gaze into the other’s eyes; the dedicated
researchers of the Palace Museum, along with the craftsmen from ancient times, jointly
unveil a harmonious picture where feelings and scenes mingle.

With no titles and no inscriptions, this scroll is unique in its existence:
blue gress colours that last for a thousand years
depict a boundless panorama of mountains and rivers.
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J&% Scroll Unfolding
f1Z£ Seal Tracing
UE %% Silk Reeling
1 Minerals Exploring
H1 35 Pk B\ Intermission
# 2 Brush Making
% 25 Ink Grinding

A Painting Alive
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B [H 9 About China Oriental Performing Arts Group
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China Oriental Performing Arts Group, supervised by the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism and funded by the Ministry of Finance, is a prestigious national performing
arts group, originating from the China Song and Dance Troupe and Oriental Song
and Dance Troupe, and China Light Music Troupe. The group focuses on artistic
creation, various performances, external exchange, artistic education, cultural tourism
development and digital art. Aiming for artistic innovation, enterprise's increasing
income and career development, it plays a significant role as a cultural envoy on the

global stage.




HH%E Chief Director and Choreographer

JAF R Zhou Liya
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Zhou Liya is a young choreographer of the China
Oriental Performing Arts Group. She was selected as
a young talent in the National Ten Thousand Talents
Programme and was among the Top Young Talents
of 2016 recognised by the Ministry of Culture. She is
currently a member of the China Dance Association
and China Literary and and Art Volunteers' Association,
artistic advisor to the China Silk Road International
Theatre Alliance and Sichuan Grand Theatre, a contract
artist of Guangzhou Grand Theatre, and the Honorary

Chairman of Macao Dancers Association.

H 4’5 Chief Director and Choreographer

¥ H Han Zhen
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Han Zhen is a young choreographer of the China
Oriental Performing Arts Group. She graduated from
the Beijing Dance Academy, majoring in choreography.
She is currently artistic advisor to the China Silk Road

International Theatre Alliance; adjunct expert at the
Shanghai Script Creation Center and SMG Live; and a

contract artist with the Guangzhou Opera House.
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Zhang Han as Ximeng

:

Hr R SRy K 2 T O O R o BRSO b R B 2R
BE o 20214 Se BLE MR S 2 - 380 v o 6L 0 L 28 )
ANRIEE o WG + = 5 B e B 2
UF LE D A A 2 A8~ S8 T T e o R B O
PO 3R 75 A7 A 4 2 58 VY i b Ot 1B B O O B A 0
P 28 v o £ 4 B -

A graduate of the Beijing Dance Academy, Zhang
Han is currently a dancer with the Oriental Song and
Dance Troupe under the China Oriental Performing
Arts Group. Highlights of his career include as the lead
dancer in the CCTV Spring Festival Gala in 2021, and
as a highly popular dancer on Hunan TV's programme,
Dance Smash. He was the winner of the Gold Award at
the 13th Seoul International Junior Dance Competition,
Gold Award at the 15th Seoul International Youth
Dance Competition and Best Chinese Choreographer at
the 4th Beijing International Ballet and Choreography
Competition.
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Wang Zihan (Guest) as The Researcher
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Wang Zihan is a National Class One Performer.
He is on the faculty of the Chinese Classical Dance
Department at the Beijing Dance Academy, and a
supervisor on the postgraduate programme of the
Military and Cultural Institute of the National Defense
University of the People's Liberation Army. He is a
committee member of the China Federation of Literary
and Art Circles (CFLAC) and a council member of the
China Literary and Art Volunteers Association under its
auspices. Wang has been honoured with the accolade as
a "National Cultural Worker with Integrity and Artistic
Excellence - Young to Middle-age Category". He has
won several prestigious awards, including the Wenhua
Award for Performance presented by the Ministry of
Culture for his dance dramas; the Gold Award and the
Special Jury’s Award in the "Lotus Cup" Dance Drama
and Dance Poem Competition; gold and silver awards
at national dance competitions; and a silver award in
China Central Television (CCTV)’s Television Dance
Grand Prix.
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Meng Qingyang as Blue Green
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Meng Qingyang is a dancer with the Oriental Song and
Dance Troupe under the China Oriental Performing
Arts Group, and is recognised as an outstanding young
performer by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
She is a young talent in promoting cultural ideology
under the Publicity Department of the CPC Central
Committee; an instructor at the China Foundation
of Culture and the Arts for Children (CFCAC), and a
national ambassador for promoting widespread reading.
She serves as the guardian of the national treasure
"Sogdian Whirl Dancers on the Stone Tomb Doors"
and has been specially invited as the lead performer in
national events. Meng is a visiting professor at various
art colleges and is the summer image spokesperson
for the variety channel of China Central Television
(CCTYV). She led the dance performance at two CCTV
Spring Festival Galas and has been honoured with the
Silk Road Contribution Award at the 5th Silk Road
International Arts Festival. Additionally, she received
the Silver Award at the “Spring of April” International
Friendship Festival in North Korea, along with
Gold Awards and Outstanding Performer Awards in
the CCTV Dance Competition and the Taoli Cup
Competition.
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Xie Suhao as The Researcher
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Xie Suhao is a dancer with the China Oriental
Performing Arts Group. He was presented with the
Outstanding Performance Award at the 9th Taoli Cup

Dance Competition and reached the top four in the
2019 annual finals of CCTV’s Avenue of Stars. He has
made multiple appearances on the CCTV programme
Let’s Music Together and performed the song Rose, Rose,

I Love You on Hunan TV's variety show Sing Or Spin.
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Chief Directors and Choreographers:
Playwright:

Composer:

Set Designer:

Lighting Designer:

Costume Designer:

Stylist:

Executive Directors:

Guest Directors:

Multimedia Designers:

Starring:
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Zhou Liya, Han Zhen

Xu Junrui

Lyu Liang

Gao Guangjian

Ren Dongsheng

Yang Donglin

Jia Lei

Liu Cui, Xie Yuanzhen, Liu Xin
He Junbo, Zhang Zhenguo
Zhang Song

Zhang Han, Wang Zihan (Guest),
Meng Qingyang, Xie Suhao
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch
off other beeping or light emitting devices before the performance. To ensure
an undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable experience for the
audience, photo-taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited when
the performance is in progress while photo-taking without affecting others is
allowed at curtain calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium.
Thank you for your co-operation.

BT &
E-questionnaire
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Thank you for attending the performance. Please fill in the e-questionnaire to
5 give us your views on this performance or on the LCSD cultural programmes

E in general. You are also welcome to write to us by email at cp2@lcsd.gov.hk, or
by fax at 2371 3519.

ARHGERER CLFEE RN BYHEMER - BB THE : www.lcsd.gov.hk/tc/artist

Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation /
sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The programme as
well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent the views of
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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House programme information provided by the arts group and translated by KCL Language
Consultancy Limited.

www.lcsd.gov.hk/cp
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