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Conceived, Visualised and Directed by Dimitris Papaioannou

Born in Athens in 1964, Dimitris Papaioannou gained early recognition as a painter and comic
arfist before shifting his focus o the performing arts. He is a director, choreographer, performer,
and designer of sets, costumes, make-up, and lighting.

He was a student of the iconic Greek painter Yannis Tsarouchis before studying at the Athens
School of Fine Arts. Papaioannou formed Edafos Dance Theatre in 1986 as an initial vehicle
for his original stage productions, which are hybrids of physical theatre, experimental dance,
and performance art. Originating in the underground scene, the company challenged
perceptions and gained a growing number of dedicated followers. Medea (1993) marked
the company’s transition to more prestigious theatres and is considered its iconic work.

Papaioannou became widely known as the creator of the opening and closing ceremonies
of the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens, Greece. Refocusing on dance theatre in 2006, with his
production 2 that enjoyed record-breaking long runs with over 100 000 tickets sold. In 2015,
he created the opening ceremony for the 2015 European Games held in Baku, Azerbaijan. In
2017, he creafed his first infernational co-commissioned work, The Great Tamer, with fen
co-producers, including the Festival d’Avignon. In 2018, Pdpoioonnou became the first artist
fo create a new, full-length work for Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch. Since she premiered
in May 2018 in Germany.
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The stage is set on an incline and covered with removable
charcoal grey plates that evoke the substrata of a cemetery or a
geological site. The Greek artist and The Great Tamer's creator,
Dimitris Papaioannou, presents the relationship between life and
our demise. Trap doors are opened at will; the earth shifts and
undulates. The bodies of the performers disappear info the bowels
of the earth. An orgy of images emerges and recedes in this
black-and-white fable. Without beginning or end, this dreamlike
creafion awakens ancient and modern myths, conjuring
masterpieces of visual art in an ode fo the most powerful of
creators: death. The chaos of the world has never been so poetic.

Moving within the framework of innovative choreography and
stunning optical illusions, performers pause in tableaux, recalling
sculptures and paintings of great masters, such as Botticelli's The
Birth of Vlenus, Michelangelo’s David, and Rembrandt's Anafomy
Lesson of Dr Nicolaes Tulp. In these scenes, familiarity collides with
the unknown and unexplored, allowing viewers o wrestle with their
thoughts and emotions. Nudity is used fo punctuate moments of
gravity and absurdity, helping fo evoke the full spectrum of life.

BHRQOVNEI0DE - TRPBHKE -

Running time is about 1 hour and 40 minutes without infermission.

BRBFESAE  BIRTPEBHBELEASEERBEITARE -
Audience is strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latfecomers and audiences who leave their
seats during the performance will only be admitted to their own seats at a suitable break.

ORIABRERBAY  BUERESSM -
Audiences are invited fo attend the post-performance meet-the-artist session on 14 June.
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Creative Team

Conceived - Visualised + Directed by

Performers

Set Design + Art Direction in collaboration with
Artistic Collaborator for Costumes

Lighting Design in collaboration with

Artistic Collaborator for Sound

Sound Design

Music

Music Adaptation

Sculpture Design

Costumes - Props Painting

Creative - Executive Producer + Assistant Director
Assistant Director + Lighting Programmer
Assistant Director + Rehearsal Director
Technical Director

Stage Manager

Stage Technicia

Assistant Sound Engineer and Operation
Assistant to the Set Designer - Set Painter
Assistgnts fo th%%Llptor

Tour Manager + InTernoTiWelotions

Executive Production Assistant
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Dimitris Papaioannou

Pavlina Andriopoulou, Costas Chrysafidis,

Dimitris Kitsos, loannis Michos, Sotiria Koutsopetrou,
Kalliopi Simou, Drossos Skotis, Christos Strinopoulos,
Yorgos Tsiantoulas, Alex Vangelis

Tina Tzoka

Aggelos Mendis
Evina Vassilakopoulou
Giwrgos Poulios
Kostas Michopoulos

Johann Strauss II, An der schénen blauen Donau,
Op.314

Stephanos Droussiotis
Nectarios Dionysatos
Maria llia

Tina Papanikolaou
Stephanos Droussiotis
Pavlina Andriopoulou
) anolis Vitsaxakis
Tzela Christopoulou
David Blouin
Nicholas Kazazis
Mary Antonopoulou
Maria Papaioannou + Konstantinos Kotsis
Julian Mommert

Kali Kavvatha
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid undue disturbance to the performers and other members of the audience, please
switch off your mobile phones and any other sound and light emitting devices before the
performance. We also forbid eating and drinking, as well as unauthorized photography,
audio and video recordings in the grand theatre. Thank you for your co-operation.

SRR ERIRILEE (FHR) (BXBIRE) - HEHESEHRKMNXILEHBER
FAER » EEHZE cpelcsd.gov.hkE{EE E 23713519 ©
Thank you for attending The Great Tamer by Dimitris Papaioannou (Greece). If you have any

comment on this performance or general view on the LCSD cultural programmes, you are
welcome to write to us by e-mail at cp2@lcsd.gov.hk, or by fax at 2371 3519.

BRARGERE R XL EFFE T M EBIETHNEY - S THE -
Please visit the following website for information related to application for programme
presentation / sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department:

www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist/index.html

ALES BAE#ELE Website of the Cultural Presentations Section:
WWW. I CS d e g ov. h k/ C p F3 Cultural Presentations Section Xt E 4

AEERBHENEXATREHRREEREMY] - TRRRERLEBENER -
The programme as well as the English content and information contained in this house programme provided by
the arts group do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

R RREGE SRR AR A R #EE -
Chinese translation provided by KCL Language Consultancy Limited.
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