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Cantonese Opera Day 2021 — ﬁ BARSICWES
Cantonese Opera Excerpt Showcase @ " Sorvices Department H;" |
28 November 2021 (Sun)  2pm _753&%2;%
Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre %H

H

Under the Umbrella from The Moon Pavilion

The story takes place towards the end of the Song dynasty. A scholar Jiang Shilong is separated
from his younger sister while fleeing as refugees of war, while Wang Ruilan, the daughter of the
Minister of War, is separated from her mother. The two meet by chance in the rain. In her
desperation, Wang Ruilan snatches Jiang Shilong’s umbrella to seek his help. They support each
other along the way and become husband and wife.

Wong Cheuk-ki as Jiang Shilong
Ng Ka-yi as Wang Ruilan

The Glorious Homecoming and the Reunion from By the Well (also known as The Story of the
White Rabbit)

Liu Zhiyuan has left home to join the army. After eight years, he has become the High
Commissioner of Nine Prefectures, and returns home with his son. On that glorious day, he sees
his wife, Li Sanniang, again. They tell each other of their life after they parted so many years ago.

Kwok Kai-fai as Liu Zhiyuan
Szeto Hoi-yee as Li Sanniang
Shum Pak-chuen as Huo Gong

Mu Guiying’s Marriage Proposal

Yang Zongbao admires Mu Guiying but is indignant at the fact that he was captured by her at the
Muke Fortress. He repeatedly mocks and calls her a highway bandit. As she is already in love
with him, Mu Guiying tells him that she came from a family which had generations serving the court.
She also enlightens him on the need to put one’s duties to the country first. She pledges the Dragon
Vanquishing Wood as her dowry and suggests that together they can break the Heaven’s Gate
Formation of the Liao army.

Chen Jingru as Yang Zongbao
Deng Huishu as Mu Guiying

— Intermission of 15 minutes —



At the Temple Fair from The Warrior’s Marriage

This Cantonese Opera excerpt is taken from a full-length stage production of the Ying Wah
Cantonese Opera Troupe starring Law Ka-ying and Lee Po-ying back in the 1970s.  The storyline
of The Warrior s Marriage is well-known to Cantonese Opera fans. It tells of the marriage of Hua
Yunlong, a general of the Ming court, who impersonates Zhang Ren, son of Prince Su, to marry
Princess Yinping of the Northern Han. Later Hua Yunlong tricks her father to the estuary of
Jiujiang River and kills him. On learning this, Princess Yinping goes on a rampage, vowing to
avenge her father’s death by taking an army to go after Hua Yunlong. With the mixed emotions
between the couple arising from vengeance for familial strife and enmity between states, how do
Hua Yunlong and Princess Yinping resolve their strained relationship in the end? The performance
is a fine demonstration of the dramatic elements of the genre, from singing, acting, delivery of lines
to martial arts, by the leads in xiaowu/wenwusheng (young military male/leading male) and wudan
(military female) roles.

Lam Wing-ki as Hua Yunlong
Leung Jackie as Princess Yinping
Ho Chung-yu as Zhang Yuqi

Diao Chan Worshipping the Moon

Diao Chan, whose devastating beauty could cause the downfall of kingdoms, is originally one of
Wang Yun’s singing courtesans. Realising that the Eastern Han dynasty is being manipulated by
the treacherous official Dong Zhuo, she burns incense under the moon and makes a wish to the
heavens to share her master’s burden. Wang Yun sees this and adopts her as his foster daughter.
He instructs her to employ a series of stratagems to turn Dong Zhuo and Lu Bu against each other,
and succeeds in using Lu Bu to kill the villainous Dong Zhuo.

Cheng Lai-chong, Angelina as Diao Chan
Kwok Chun-hang as Wang Yun
Suen Lok-ching as Qiu Yue

Zhou Yu Charmed by the Singing of His Love

The story takes place during the Three Kingdoms Period. Zhou Yu of the Kingdom of Wu returns
home with a wound he suffered. He wallows in his ire because he takes Zhuge Liang of Shu as his
nemesis. His concubine, Qiao the Younger, is worried that he would fall ill eventually because of
this grudge. In order to divert his attention, she sings and dances for him.  She also gently advises
him not to focus on being a rival of Zhuge Liang, but instead should set his priority on serving his
state.

Hui Ka-ki as Zhou Yu
Lee Chak-yan as Qiao



