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Question: 

Will active consideration be given to the provision of compulsory scuba diving courses for 
lifeguards to enhance their lifesaving abilities?  If so, what are the details?  If not, what 
are the reasons? 
 
Asked by: Hon QUAT Elizabeth (LegCo internal reference no.: 205) 
 
Reply:  
 
The major responsibilities of civil service lifeguards of the Leisure and Cultural Services 
Department (LCSD) include performing lifesaving and first aid duties, assisting in law 
enforcement and maintenance of order and assisting in cleansing work.  All civil service 
lifeguards of LCSD possess valid Pool Lifeguard Award and Beach Lifeguard Award 
awarded by the Hong Kong Life Saving Society, which is the only body recognised by the 
International Life Saving Federation for assessing and awarding lifeguard qualifications in 
Hong Kong.  As underwater rescue by skin diving is already an item assessed for the 
relevant Lifeguard Awards, all lifeguards have already possessed the skin diving skills for 
underwater rescue operation to perform daily lifesaving tasks.  As scuba diving is not one 
of the major responsibilities of lifeguards, LCSD does not require lifeguards to possess any 
qualification on scuba diving.   
 
That said, to enhance the knowledge and skills of lifeguards, LCSD provides course on 
rescue skills with scuba diving to serving civil service lifeguards.  The course aims at 
providing lifeguards with training in scuba diving skills and skills in underwater search and 
rescue using scuba diving equipment.  It also covers knowledge in marine environment, the 
relevant safety rules and contingency measures, etc.  LCSD has been providing adequate 
training places for courses on scuba diving rescue for serving civil service lifeguards.  The 
actual number of training places depends on the number of applicants for the courses.  
Civil service lifeguards posted to beaches and water sports centres have priority in joining 
such courses. 

 

- End - 


