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Question: 

In view of the recent smashing by the police of a syndicate using forged identity cards in 
booking soccer pitches managed by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) 
for touting activities, what measures does the Government have to prevent the recurrence of 
similar incidents?  Has the Government earmarked resources for reviewing and enhancing 
the existing booking mechanism for LCSD’s venues?  If so, what are the details?  If not, 
what are the reasons? 
 
Asked by: Hon LAU Kwok-fan (LegCo internal reference no.: 54) 
 
Reply:  
 
Over the years, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) has introduced 
administrative measures and system enhancements to improve the booking and allocation of 
sports facilities through the Leisure Link System.  Measures implemented include the 
shortening of the advance booking period for individual hirers; re-registration of Leisure 
Link Patrons using their Hong Kong Identity Cards (HKID Cards) to prevent hirers from 
using multiple identity proofs to make booking; cancellation of the “standby” arrangement 
for turf soccer pitches; tightening the peak period booking quota for individual users; 
tightening the penalty system for organisations; introducing a penalty system for hirers. 
LCSD also implemented various new measures in 2018 to combat touting activities, such as 
posting the information of cancelled sessions on LCSD website before releasing the 
available sessions for re-booking on the next day; cessation of the telephone booking 
system; cessation of booking on behalf of another person using a copy of other’s identity 
document at Leisure Link booking counters and implementing the “Turf Soccer Pitches 
Balloting Pilot Scheme”.   
 
In order to prevent the recurrence of the case of using forged identity cards in booking 
soccer pitches, LCSD took immediate action to review the existing application procedures 
for registration of Leisure Link Patron, step up check-in arrangement at the sports venues 
and enhance the awareness of venue staff on the identification of forged identity cards when 
verifying identification documents.  LCSD will continue to co-operate with the Police for 
investigation and take appropriate action if any irregularity is spotted.  



 
LCSD is developing a new intelligent sports and recreation services booking and 
information system to provide efficient, convenient and user-friendly booking service.  All 
users would be required to use their HKID Cards/Next Generation Smart ID Cards for 
patron registration and self check-in through card reader which can detect forged 
identification documents. 

- End - 


