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| am pleased to present
this report highlighting the
progress of our museums in
2012-2013.

In pursuance of LCSD
museums’ vision of
providing inspirational
experiences in art, history
and science, during the
review period our curators
have successfully launched
a series of innovative
programmes for our local
and international visitors. In
doing so, they went beyond
the conventional approach
and brought new and
inspirational museum-
going experiences to
our visitors.

Enchanting Museums 2012-2013

One example was The Majesty of All Under Heaven: The
Eternal Realm of China’s First Emperor exhibition, in which
a specially-designed panoramic screen and imaginative
designs brought the fascinating terra cotta warriors of
the Qin dynasty from over 2,000 years ago to life. To
attract more visitors, our museum staff made use of an
enormous 3D painting outside the museum to vividly
capture the images of the warriors. The exhibition was
both educational and entertaining. It was awarded with
the Gold Prize of Team Award (General Public Service)
of the Civil Service Outstanding Service Award Scheme
2013.

We held a variety of other exhibitions that showcased the
unique East-meets-West character of Hong Kong. These
included Imperishable Affection: The Art of Feng Zikai
“Cultivating Life and Soul”; Applauding Hong Kong Pop
Legend: Roman Tam,; Andy Warhol: 15 Minutes Eternal;
PICASSO: Masterpieces from Musée National Picasso,
Paris; and Fabergé: Legacy of Imperial Russia, which were
hugely popular among both local and overseas visitors.

Director's Message
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| am particularly pleased with the new attendance
records achieved by our museum exhibitions and
programmes in 2012-2013, with 6.22 million visitors to
the museums and 1.17 million people participating in
our stimulating education and extension programmes.
As compared to the 5.16 million visitors and 0.96
million participants in 2011-12, there has been a 21%
and 22% increase respectively.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank our
capable, passionate and creative colleagues without
whom our museums could not have achieved so much
in the past few years. We are truly fortunate to have
such a dedicated and professional cadre of officers
working for the Department.

Looking ahead, we will continue to organise more
major exhibitions for museum goers. We are also
mindful of the need to reach out to the Hong Kong
community so as to ingrain museum-going in people’s
everyday lives, and to help the young ones form a habit
of visiting museums.

To this end, our museums held a number of family-
friendly events that encouraged cross-generation
communication. The Hong Kong Heritage Museum
organised an innovative series, Sharing Our Lives:
New Interactive Experience for Seniors and Teens, a
platform for connecting the two generations. In this
programme, seniors and teens interacted with one
another and shared experiences in keeping with our
goals of creating harmony between generations,
refreshing cultural knowledge and stimulating creativity.
The Hong Kong Space Museum also organised
inclusive programmes, such as visits to the Astropark
and stargazing at the iObservatory, which enabled
participating families to enjoy an outing together and
learn about astronomy and natural science.

In addition to children and families, we extended our
programmes to other members of the society who do
not normally go to museums and launched initiatives
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that make museums a more enjoyable and accessible
place for all. These included programmes for the
underprivileged, the elderly and people with disabilities.

Outside Hong Kong, we organised exhibitions including
Unsung Heros — Dr Sun Yat-sen’s Singapore Comrades
in Singapore as well as Maritime Porcelain Road: Relics
from Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao Museums.
We also displayed the works of some of our most
talented artists at The 7th Liverpool Biennial, the largest
festival of contemporary international art in the United
Kingdom.

| am truly impressed by the accomplishments made
by our museums during the year, and | look forward
to even greater success in the years to come. On the
one hand, we will continue to organise blockbuster
exhibitions to broaden our audience base and, on the
other, promote local artists as well as our arts and
culture outside Hong Kong to foster greater cultural
exchange and understanding. We will also be working
to strengthen our collaboration with collectors,
community groups, commercial organisations and
district bodies.

| would like to extend my sincere thanks to all those
who have contributed to the success of our museums
in the past year. These include our advisory panel
members, museum expert advisers, sponsors,
volunteer docents and other stakeholders. Finally, |
would like to thank everyone who visited our museums
during the year. | hope you will continue to find our
museums places of inspiration.

sty

Mrs Betty FUNG CHING Suk-yee
Director of Leisure and Cultural Services
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The role of museums is to collect, conserve and exhibit artefacts for the benefit of all.
In addition to offering insights into our culture, our museums also carry out research.
Through these activities, we are maintaining our long-term commitment to current
and future generations.

Our vision is to offer inspiring experiences in art, history and science through our
museums. We pursue this vision with professionalism, creativity, passion and
integrity. By sharing our cultural heritage, LCSD museums play an important role
showcasing the diversity of Hong Kong as an international city and cultural hub in the

region. Under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) are

14 public museums and five cultural venues, each with a unique focus in art,
history or science. Our hope is to make Hong Kong’s cultural legacy more
accessible to the public by showcasing the treasures entrusted to us and providing
a learning platform that stimulates our visitors’ imagination and creativity.

ADOUT
| CSD Museums
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Hong Kong Museum of Art
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In 2012, we celebrated the 50" anniversary of
the Hong Kong Museum of Art with an exciting
exhibition dedicated to all the people who have
contributed so much to the museum’s success
over the years.
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#¥)J)L EveTam
EWBZARIE  Chief Curator
BIEK Hong Kong Museum of Art
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Today, we can look back with pride on the many remarkable

achievements of our museum. In our collection, we have some of the
world’s most prized Chinese antiquities and traditional Chinese paintings,
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while our historical trade paintings are the most comprehensive in Asia.

We also hosted widely-acclaimed special exhibitions throughout the year.
During the review period, we held three blockbuster events: Andy Warhol:
15 Minutes Eternal (December 2012 — April 2013); A Lofty Retreat from the

Red Dust: the Secret Garden of Emperor Qianlong (in collaboration with
Palace Museum in Beijing) (June — October 2012); and the highly popular
Imperishable Affection: The Art of Feng Zikai (May — October 2012).

Combined, these exhibitions attracted many thousands of visitors.

Our main challenge, however, is attracting more repeat visits to our museum. As yet,
museum-going is not ingrained in the culture of Hong Kong. To make visiting museums a
natural part of one’s life, it is essential to start developing a love of art from an early age. This is
why we are making a greater effort to enhance art appreciation for children in schools, and it is
why we are also reaching out to other members of the community, such as the disabled and

the underprivileged, who might not consider a visit to a museum.

Part of the challenge is simply owing to the fact that our museum does not have an easily
identifiable building. As a remedy, we will renovate the Salisbury Garden in front of

our building so that we can be more visible. We are also actively planning for
the museum major renovation that we hope to begin at the end of 2014.

Beyond these physical changes,

we have worked on creating a new
positioning for the museum that
emphasises Hong Kong art and reflects
our unique traditions and culture.

Art, even more than history or science,
opens up our imagination and helps us
think about the world from a different
perspective. It is my hope that for the
next 50 years, my colleagues and | will
make the museum an even better one
for our visitors.
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One of the greatest challenges for our museum is that
history tends to be seen as distant from people’s daily
lives and difficult to understand. That is why my staff
and | have tried our best to transform the Hong Kong
Museum of History into an open learning platform for
history. We have taken it on ourselves to make history
more relevant to people’s daily lives by curating and
presenting exhibitions in interesting, innovative and
inspiring ways.
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Susanna Siu
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of History

that history are popular, we developed nine new multi-media
programmes. These included a spectacular animated
visual and audio tour using 32 projectors and a
specially-designed panoramic screen to show how
the mausoleum of the First Emperor of China at Xi’an was constructed and
destroyed, and how the Number 1 Terracotta Army Pit was unearthed and
conserved.

As we are not trained in animation, we commissioned a professional
contractor to work on the technical side while we focused on the content,
which was based on the latest excavation findings and research. After many
long days — and nights — we completed this mega animation project, the
exhibition and all other multimedia programmes. This wonderful exhibition
broke all attendance records of the museum.

Another breakthrough was the Transformation of the Qipao exhibition

(April — June 2012) at Olympian City. This was the first time we brought an
exhibition to the community for those who do not have time to come to our
museum.

Both The Majesty of All Under Heaven: The Eternal Realm of China’s First
Emperor (July — November 2012) and Transformation of the Qipao exhibition
(April — June 2012) would not have been possible without the support of

our outside partners. The former was generously sponsored by the Hong
Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust and the latter supported by Olympian City
and Sino Art through the provision of exhibition space and purpose-built
exhibition facilities.

For the future, our vision is to continue enhancing our collections and
research work, expanding our network and strengthening our local and
international partnerships in order to bring our exhibitions beyond Hong
Kong to other countries for audience worldwide. We are working towards
these goals, thanks to the efforts of my wonderful team of dedicated staff,
our faithful partners, and our many thousands of visitors who support us.

| look forward to welcoming our visitors and making history come alive for
them.
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“The focus of our museum

is on the living heritage of

The focus of our museum today is predominately on the living
heritage of Hong Kong. Our collections and exhibitions, which
range mainly from Hong Kong’s recent history to contemporary
aspects of our culture, reflect this. One example is the exhibition
we held on Roman Tam, the late Hong Kong pop legend, whose
story resonated with our visitors and deeply touched them. This was the second
time the Museum organised an exhibition commemorating a local pop star.

We also organised world-class exhibitions to bring important art and cultural
masterpieces to Hong Kong. These included the PICASSO — Masterpieces from
Musée National Picasso, Paris (May-July 2012) and Fabergé: Legacy of Imperial
Russia (February-April 2013), both of which received a tremendous response.

Although these events attracted many thousands of visitors, we also tried to reach
other segments of the community. These included special programmes such

as Sharing Our Lives: New Interactive Experience for Seniors and Teens, which
was designed to connect younger and older generations by encouraging them

to interact, share experiences and learn from each other. Our goal is to make our
programmes relevant to as many people as possible
through the exhibitions we design, the tours we conduct,
and the activities we hold.

Our people-oriented focus is one of our core values at
the Museum, and this is a prominent feature of all our
activities. We have several exciting programmes coming
up that | am sure will appeal to all of our visitors from all
sectors of society.

Looking ahead, we will continue to share the precious
memories of Hong Kong people and will maintain our
ongoing efforts to build up our collections and preserve
Hong Kong’s rich heritage.

| am highly appreciative of our colleagues who showed
such dedication in organising the many events we held,
and our visitors who found meaning and fulfilment in them.

WH= Belinda Wong

FBEYIE  Chief Curator
BIEK Hong Kong Heritage Museum
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The Hong Kong Science Museum is unlike other museums as
our focus is less on our collections and more about promoting
an understanding of science through interactive exhibits,
something that differentiates us from traditional museums.
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BER Karen Sit
FEHERISIE  Chief Curator
BIEK Hong Kong Science Museum
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“It is most rewarding to watch children

o

ﬁ 'QQ*E“‘“ show an interest in science or consider
: =
a career in science.”

Many visitors during the year came to the Hong Kong Science Museum for our blockbuster events.
These included Creatures of the Abyss (June — October 2012), which showcased unusual creatures
from the deep; I love Lyuba: Baby Mammoth of the Ice Age (May — June 2012), which drew thousands
of people in love with the exhibition’s adorable baby mammoth; and Exhibition on China’s First
Manned Space Docking Mission (August 2012), with a display of the Shenzhou re-entry module.

We have also opened a new gallery, the Prototype Zone, which houses prototypes of interactive
exhibits designed and built by our own staff. Visitors were able to test the exhibits and give valuable
suggestions for improvement.

Although all these exhibitions were very entertaining, the educational component of our programmes
is always our greatest priority. To promote science education, we also work with many science
institutions to organise competitions, talks, workshops, family days as well as other activities.

High attendance figures at our exhibitions and activities are one indicator of our success, but seeing
people enjoy our programmes is even more satisfying. More rewarding still is to watch children show

N an interest in science or to hear their parents say their children are reading

f more books and considering a career in science.

\ \ For the future, we would like to further expand the museum, which is still in
Phase | of its development, and add more exhibition space and educational
facilities. The new extension will include laboratories that align with the

new senior secondary curriculum in science education such as

4 molecular biology and materials science. As not all schools
in Hong Kong can afford such costly high-tech facilities,

these laboratories would be open to them.

We are glad that the need for a second phase has been
recognised and supported by the Museum Advisory
Panel, and we will soon begin the planning work. The
expansion will enable us to pursue our vision as local
leaders in informal science learning for students and the
general public.

Science is part of our cultural heritage and one of
the keys to Hong Kong’s ongoing prosperity.
With the support of our stakeholders and the
commitment of our staff, we are convinced
that the Hong Kong Science Museum has
a role to play in building that future.



R IE 2012-2013

\\\;ji CJ /l:"E'

AT

Hong Kong Space Museum
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When | first joined the Hong Kong Space Museum,

we said our mission was to be a portal to the
universe for the people of Hong Kong and our
overseas visitors. That is still our focus, but since
then our role has shifted. Instead of bringing
people into our museum, as most curators wish to
do, | also want to bring them out and see the real
sky, the real stars.
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To create a more enriching experience for our growing number of visitors, we have been
adding new facilities over the years, including an Interactive Observatory and Astropark. What
gives me even greater satisfaction is reaching out to different groups of the community with
our many new extension programmes. For example, during the year we held the Digital Skies
Student Partnership project with the Chabot Space and Science Center in the United States.
This innovative student exchange project brought together 12 local secondary students with

12 American students to develop planetarium programmes. The project, which culminated in
7-day travel exchanges in Hong Kong and the United States, featured joint presentations of the
students’ work at schools and special events. It was the first-of-its-kind exchange project ever
organised by a Hong Kong museum.

Another popular programme, the Young Astronaut Training Camp 2012, ran for the fourth year
in a row in 2012. During this programme, 30 local secondary school students

FZEABREFNASANERS F%ﬁ]ﬁ%ﬁ%t‘éﬁﬁ experienced real astronaut training, met Chinese astronauts and visited the
hEASASH  HSWTHT ZHER) Bk Jiuguan Satellite Launch Centre in Inner Mongolia.
ASEHWERILERGHO o K Aoh Ry B » One of the benefits of working for the Hong Kong Space Museum is the freedom

EEBEADETEN—KES2 E SR AT T R S 1 B to create innovative programmes, such as the enormously popular Stargaze Camp

AL BRRITRIEF T A - a0 T—F o |

T ERHIE AMEMRE IE
3 » FATEERET 1 000541

MALHEMARAL —farg MOreextension
MO —PENAREMKR L o Programmes that

Bt REnEs xR mss  Sparkthe same

“We hope to see

for All and the Blind, which brought together 1 000 visually impaired and other
disabled people for a night out in the open.

We also held sidewalk astronomy programmes on the Avenue of
Stars on the Tsim Sha Tsui waterfront during the Annular Solar
Eclipse in May and Transit of Venus in June 2012. By putting

a telescope in this public area, we were able to attract up to

/-,
o E—B——EFHFHIA AR passion we have for 10 000 people who were fascinated by these rare celestial Q‘l g:,,
BMAALNEEEZAHE - %  astronomy.” , v

THERDIBEEERABH At

EEIEET SAEES R3S

3510 0008 A £ 3BT B B LEHES — LAY
RIS - ZFARFSNFLEE  ERBEIT
20075 ALK o

BE& 5T BRI T RATH BB A IR — 55
B MRASHLEEDEST BAEDIA
K55 SAADSRITHEXMAE o
EHBRAES A ENHTBE D  BETEL
FEEEIEFRE - AIEE2 028 BTl
WZSERREIE o BB RRATSGEIETH
RIS » LLREEREHHEA + Ea
= — N R B -

events. The webcast of the two events together attracted 2.9 ” -
million page views. ~

i

Programmes such as these are part of our vision for the Hong Kong

Space Museum, as we would hope to see more programmes and activities that
engage people in sharing our passion for astronomy.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank my staff for all their hard
work during the year. Although the job can be

a challenge at times, they have always risen

to it with dedication and professionalism.

We look forward to continuing our mission of
bringing the joys and wonders of the universe s
to our visitors from across the world.

_-—-_‘_-—‘_u

b O Chan Ki-hung N
BEBARSE Curator e X
1Bk Hong Kong Space Museum .
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As part of the Heritage and Museum Division of the LCSD ;EESFE\ , i%%‘%ﬁ%z?t [FRA T A Z AR This approach to art is in keeping with developments not only in Hong Kong but

NELIE o RAMLTF B HBETE s BEHY around the world. Unlike the older generation, who may regard museums and
the Art Promotion Office (APO) works side by side with the E%Ei%?ﬂﬁi?ﬁqﬂlb\%{% LI R - | art galleries as special places for viewing art, younger people are more eager to

i . o Es b o] enjoy art wherever they find it.
other LCSD museums. We provide different platforms and EATHEERE - LZR  “We supportartistic - " :
SOIERRE - fRiE - BEZEAN creation by providing At the APO, we support artistic creation by providing platforms for local artists

opportunities, in which people can explore their creativity and FIREMSNOME - 0B platforms for local artists ~ 2"d Piay @ nurturing role for young artists. One way we do this s through the

) . Lo HEASIEMRYE TR S 1 5 1 Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre on Kennedy Road, where we provide art studios
where members of the public can embrace art in their lives. o HERREANMARY and play a nurturing role and facilities for ceramics, print-making, sculpture as well as creation with other

for young artists.”
RSEF o younsg media. The Centre also has a small gallery and lecture theatre available at a low
NTIULTSABMEA - B cost for artists to organise their own exhibitions and activities.
5 Iz )
THESETRESRED - HINETBRT To make art more accessible, we organise events at various places throughout Hong Kong,
\ W : Kzt ~ 17 - ERR 0 UREMARTEEZ o such as LCSD’s venues, shopping malls, hospitals and other public spaces. We also work with
= s A | gl L 1
Z 7k$’ET“ W‘gﬁ i% P : AR [ LT ] hE | BNV RBLEAEBFTEIE » HFRER partners such as art organisations and non-government groups to brighten the lives of people
N N . s A B e LA LU L L e , B EAREIACE T RGN o who may not otherwise be a museum goer.
BXEXMRENER  RIBEEXE Sl e g . FEERIRNE LRI i : :
1 S Ltz . RAVNER D SESN At HIE— -G » [ Some of our venues might be considered unusual. A case in point was the Park Déco project.
HibREYIE  RETENOES AR _ = s BB ER I AN THEL ] et e e
- BEHA—IHRE o XTI T - K or this project, we engaged eight groups of designers who made fun and creative furniture
*J'Lé ’ ]‘J:A,ﬂ‘])g:%ﬁ]:ﬁﬁu %\ y T 1 .. ! .. . CLug MNErABAEMRE—BEXEETWHEANA pieces and signage at two LCSD parks - the first time we made use of the resources of our sister
| . N - 1 1 e i B - %3E T NAZITIHR ARESESBE S division. This project was a delight for all those who go to Hong Kong’s parks to escape the
LEARREEEFREZIAR - - - f the cit
B+ RNOERMERE - HEER L AESF pressures of the city.
ZETEDMNANIERES o In another major project during t;he year, we made preparations for our new art space,
ERNE— I TEFERELZRIFFNEAR Qil, at the former Royal Y?Cht Club building in North Point. This facility, which as of
ZSRISHATSEEL | o [CRETSEI v Fit R 515 . this writing is now in op‘eration, is an incubator to meet the aspirations of visual
HESEEASFT  21HRE T AR A I ‘ artists, independent c‘urators and art practitioners involved in art projects.
TARR - MIYERARTAIIEE —RA . - Located at 12 Oil Street, Oil, this new space has a daring name that reflects
AHIEE - BEAE - M » ‘ the young and energetic spirit of our
IR BT B AE ~ ' target audience.
1E o XMy Tt Fh P Through our programmes and with

H122 W ZE BN
(XTI KR T
BN EIHRER
SEHM—E -

RIBBETEIF
R BRI %8
HRARANES
BARES AEARE
SERRBER |

facilities such as Oi!, we hope that our
vision of influencing more people to
embrace art in their daily lives will be
realised.

X Lesley Lau
TR HITA Chief Curator
BIEK Art Promotion Office
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Xt 2B ARE TAE » TEREMMER - THRK - EZEREANS
» F12H - R - TR0 BB » We often encounter film prints and related materials that have badly
Fite s #BE R~ BiR > SEMNEE T EM ° B X L B deteriorated due to extended neglect, so it is our job to try to restore their

AT RIEIE R RAT IS - |

%% o @ BT sound and images. Quite a number of our films are on fragile nitrate stock or
Our primary mission is preserving Hong Kong films =R mxix  “Our colleagues’ love of film is deeply outdated formats such as VHS tapes or laser discs. During the year, we began
. 4 . TEE BN T felt - their passion is our strength.” a project to convert our film collection to a digital format for preservation and
and related materlals, WhICh form the baSIS Of our B RIS mE P gth easy access. The exercise is a time-consuming and costly process that may
Cataloguing WorkS, tOpical retrOSpeCtiveS, thematic REEEE  ENEFEBBHE XU —K take years. But the need is urgent. If we do not win this race against time, a vital part of Hong Kong film
o . o FEIS AIREKITE 5k o heritage may be lost forever.
eXthItlonS’ seminars, vaUISItlonS) resear0h1 RATNESEAZEE - AT RIRE My colleagues have a deeply-felt love of film — their passion is our strength. Donors are willing to leave
publications, gwded tours and educational activities. SRMNILSE c BEEHRSRIISY their personal collections in our hands because they trust that we will treasure and safeguard their
MRS ENERNER - BES valuable donations.
BN L RIELEA] We were very fortunate to bring in a major new addition to our collection, when Mr Jack Lee Fong, the
RAVEEREH IR EEFETIEM — former owner of a theatre in San Francisco, donated his precious collection of films from the 1930s to
M—N=FFLTFERMSEN 70s. Many had not been released in decades, including Incident in the Pacific from 1938, a classic fim
FEERFE=ZEMELER - by the renowned director Hou Yao that was
B2 M BRRAKREST a w thought to have been lost.
BAWER - HP 52 " -~ However, we have outgrown our storage
BT ERZEL  BIEEKD M — facility in Sai Wan Ho, and it is our top
A é%ﬁﬂ B ((7( FFE LR ﬁ ™ | priority to find new stores to accommodate
=) XHBERHEERSE . 9 our rapidly expanding collections in the year
REET— ﬂ_}\i?ﬂ% ° ahead.
M BAUL T FEEA BN/ 3 Despite the challenges, we have made
ARCEESLTENA » Bl G ; significant progress in enriching our

RENBEEESEIHRINE collection. | must thank our dedicated team,
[EfEFEAS BEEHRE R © A whose abiding love of film continues to
REBNESZ B - FANEE contribute to the development of the Hong|
ERMmAEERSE —EHK Kong Film Archive.

Ro "‘/D\Hﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁl"ﬁé}\ﬂlt\
RA - RENBHHNRE -
&5 ﬁﬂ”EE’JZiEﬂEtﬂmﬁ ° :
BITBAEBNREE BN AN
[ F A = o ;

All of us at the Hong Kong Film Archive will

remain committed to the preservation of our

local historical and cultural legacy!

ik Janet Young
EHRBERAE Head
PRI Hong Kong Film Archive
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. ;2 = : r BATEB10NERERBERE Our work behind the scenes ensures that these and other items are ready to be displayed at all
=z | -+ O | 4 =~ ] L
RRMNEEAHFIZ M : : . . ' e Y BELBHYANET 800E 14 LCSD museums and our two heritage centres. We also coordinate with the Antiquities and
HME LB B : LiE ‘ | P = o= 2 0001 MK  REPE -~ & Monuments Office on the archaeological finds in their care.
: — AN E ol AN B& B2 TR 581 9 Handii 2 000 1 fthvariolis ob) i
N SO EE AR SR - 9 AR £ A \ " N andling an average of about 1 800-2 000 items a year, we deal with various objects according
/R'ft B%JLTI A I#@ ; Cr R ¥ | ' & BA - BRMERIBS - to 10 disciplines. These include paintings, metal objects, sculptures, art, textiles, pottery, photos,
%B’%%i”ﬁ&l@ﬂé}gj}$ﬂ ’ : > . ! . e ) . BNHEEPEE—HSITHE = books and archival materials.
mmﬂﬂﬂ 5 *%/t’\ﬂg/— ° e 1 || ABISAAS - : 3 |‘ﬂ$§1§%ﬁ(ﬂﬂ§i§ﬁ{{ﬁ%ﬁ : Rather than operating from a single location, our workshops are located at three major museums:
N ~ et ALY / i ; BEBNLBYENERBZAE)H The Hong Kong Heritage Museum, Hong Kong Museum of History and Hong Kong Museum of
. . .y . GEJ:RE G-y 4 Art. We also have branch offices at the Hong Kong Central Library, the
When a centuries-old Chinese painting is in tatters, oo mivEEETR  [ARGHFNLEMS) - Hong Kong Film Archive and Government Records Service.
N 28 Y 823 v i
an ancient wooden artefact succumbs to the effects @:ME EEARA mﬁﬁ%%mmx%ﬁﬁ On staff we have 36 technical experts, all of whom have a passion for
BB E M » RIS - | : . )
- BB D . cultural treasures. They apply their expertise in chemistry and technology
of humldlty’ ora Clay pOt from the Han DynaSty REE . “The dedication and hard work to perform their jobs but often complement their scientific skills with a
B3 EREY

era is unearthed from an archaeological site, these e LEEAR -
precious objects will be sent to the Conservation MT2AEFEML
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of Hong Kong are well restored
samsann » % and canbe appreciated by
Office, where they are lovingly restored. 2 TSy  future generations.”

of our staff ensure the treasures strong sense and knowledge of the history, art and cultural background

of the objects. The objects on which they work range in size from the
500-tonne fireboat Alexander Grantham at Quarry Bay Park to a
tiny headdress ornament measuring less than one centimetre.

Although our main focus continues to be the conservation

and restoration of Hong Kong cultural and historical properties, we also interact with

our colleagues around the world. One of our major initiatives during the year was

to make preparations for the 25t International Institute for Conservation of Historic
and Artistic Works Congress in Hong Kong in September 2014. This will be a special
honour for us as it will be the first time the event has been held in Asia. Around 450
conservation experts and scholars from
more than 30 countries are expected to

attend. b 1 - -
Although few know of the behind-the-scenes '
L] i

work our staff perform, their dedication

and hard work ensure that the treasures
entrusted to us are properly restored and
can be appreciated by future generations of
Hong Kong people.

bR £k Chan Shing-wai
XYMEENELL  Head !

B Conservation Office
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Imperishable Affection:

The Art of Feng Zikai
(May — October 2012)

REEWR A BRRIIRT | Expanding our horizons

ERAASENERRS - A

—RARSEMLXES) - From fine art to state-of-the-art technology and everything in between, our museums organised
RZARMEEHPHL - NARE - a wide array of programmes that fascinated, inspired and delighted our audiences. Some of our
g > LT BAURK /NS programmes featured international blockbuster events that attracted hundreds of thousands of
FS REEH: » BRERNSSAL visitors, while others involved participants at the community level. But regardless of their scale
WREFALR - FEMAIIMETE - or scope, all succeeded in exposing people to new experiences and enriching their lives.
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Art Masterpieces, Old and New

In celebration of the 15t anniversary of the establishment of the HKSAR

and its own 50" anniversary, the Hong Kong Museum of Art (Museum of

Art) joined with the Palace Museum of Beijing to co-organise A Lofty Retreat
from the Red Dust: The Secret Garden of Emperor Qianiong (June — October
2012). This special exhibition gave Hong Kong the rare opportunity to
appreciate the beauty and significance of the artefacts and architecture of
the Qianlong Garden, a secret complex in the Forbidden City.

With Imperishable Affection: The Art of Feng Zikai (May — October 2012),
the Museum of Art quietly pulled off something of a coup by assembling a
comprehensive selection of works by Feng Zikai, an artist recognised in his
lifetime as the ‘father of Chinese cartoons’.

The all-encompassing retrospective, Andy Warhol: 15 Minutes Eternal
(December 2012 — April 2013), featured over 460 paintings, drawings,
photographs, and film and screen prints by the iconic artist of America’s
Pop Art Movement. This complete retrospective was the largest collection of
Andy Warhol's work ever come to Hong Kong.

The Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware presented From Clay to Teapot:
Tea Ware by Hong Kong Potters 1986-2010 (June 2011 — July 2012) which
showcased a collection of works by local potters over the past two decades.
A Date with Chinese Tea (August 2012 — August 2013) featured different
types of tea, artefacts concerned with tea and the historical background of
tea-drinking practices.

The Art Promotion Office organised a wide range of public and community
art projects such as ArtAlive@Park, an interdisciplinary studies programme
in art and creative disciplines for university students; Art@Government
Buildings, which widened the audience for art throughout Hong Kong by
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Post-Straight Contemporary
Hong Kong Photography
(October — November 2012)

EMER-EBREIEMRZARIE
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PICASSO - Masterpieces from
Musée National Picasso, Paris
(May - July 2012)
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The Majesty of All Under
Heaven: The Eternal Realm of
China’s First Emperor (July —
November 2012)
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enlivening government buildings. Another project, Park Déco, brings
new visiting experience to park users through specially designed
furniture and signage at Cornwall Street Park.

The Hong Kong Heritage Museum (Heritage Museum) also held a
series of applied art exhibitions focussing on photography and design.
These included Hong Kong Photography Series 3: Beyond the Portrait
(July — November 2012) on the development of portrait photography

in Hong Kong; Post-Straight: Contemporary Hong Kong Photography
(October — November 2012) in partnership with the Hong Kong
International Photo Festival 2012; and Creative Ecologies+ (November
2012 — January 2013), an exhibition in partnership with the Hong Kong
Design Centre exploring how internal and external forces had impacted
the design industry’s growth since the beginning of the 20t century.

Other exhibitions during the year included The Heavenly Breeze:
Selected Works of Gao Qifeng and His Disciples (April 2012 —
September 2013) and Free and Unfettered: Chinese Paintings and
Calligraphy by Au Ho-nien (September 2012 — June 2013), a key figure
of the third generation of the Lingnan School of painting.

World Treasures Arrive in Hong Kong

The Heritage Museum presented two blockbuster exhibitions this year
to bring world treasures to the people of the HKSAR: PICASSO -
Masterpieces from Musée National Picasso, Paris (May — July 2012),

a rare opportunity for the public to view the full range of Picasso’s
works; and Fabergé: Legacy of Imperial Russia (February — April 2013),
featuring the outstanding craftsmanship of the master jeweller and
goldsmith Peter Carl Fabergé.

One of the highlights of the year at the Hong Kong Museum of History
(Museum of History) was The Majesty of All Under Heaven: The Eternal
Realm of China’s First Emperor (July — November 2012), which was
curated from a contemporary perspective. The exhibition presented
artefacts of pre-Qin to Qin times drawn from 13 cultural institutions in
Shaanxi province.

Another blockbuster, The Wonders of Ancient Mesopotamia (January —
May 2013), displayed 170 treasures on loan from the British Museum,
including Sumerian clay tablets and cylinder seals, Assyrian wall reliefs,
and Babylonian inscriptions.

Also popular were the Museum of History’s Hong Kong Currency
exhibition (March — June 2012), which featured more than 600 items
of coinage and paper currency and offered a complete account
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of the development and purchasing power of local currency and
History in Miniature: The 150" Anniversary of Stamp Issuance in Hong
Kong (December 2012 — January 2013), featuring over 300 Hong
Kong stamps supplemented with historical photos. The Museum

of History also ventured outside its walls for the first time to present
Transformation of the Qjpao (April — June 2012), which brought its
collection of women'’s traditional dresses to Olympian City.

We Bring Science to Life

At the Hong Kong Science Museum (Science Museum), Creatures of
the Abyss (June — October 2012) revealed the physical extremes of the
ocean and introduced its various forms of life through graphic displays,
multimedia shows, mechanical interactive maps and models. A total of
218 722 visitors attended.

| Love Lyuba: Baby Mammoth of the Ice Age, also at the Science
Museum, ran from May to June 2012. It featured the world’s best
preserved baby mammoth and described its extraordinary discovery in
Siberia in 2007. Through panels, images, videos, games and artefacts,
the exhibition explained the scientific research of this prehistoric
mammal. The lovable Lyuba attracted nearly 103 000 aficionados
during her stop at the museum.

In June 2012, China launched the Shenzhou-9 with three astronauts
who carried out a manual docking exercise and a range of scientific
experiments in space. To commemorate this breakthrough in Chinese
manned space engineering, the Science Museum organised an
exhibition, China’s First Manned Space Docking Mission, in August
2012. It displayed the Shenzhou-9 re-entry module, a spacesuit,
bicycle ergometer, a holograph projection of Tiangong-1 and more
than 100 photos of the mission. In its two-week showing, the exhibition
attracted over 63 950 visitors.

The Hong Kong Space Museum (Space Museum) also commemorated
the first manual rendezvous and docking of Shenzhou-9 with
Tiangong-1 and the flight of the first female astronaut in China. From
May to October 2012, the Shenzhou-9 exhibition was held in the

foyer, using scale models and animations to explain different docking
methods and the physiological characteristics of female astronauts.

Other popular attractions at the Space Museum included two Omnimax
Movies, one 3D Omnimax Movie, two Sky Shows, and one 3D Dome
Show. Visitors enjoyed experiencing the ocean, geography, flight,
cultures, prehistoric worlds, stellar evolution, cosmology, and space
exploration displayed during these screenings, which attracted

362 076 visitors.
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of the Ice Age

(May - June 2012)
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Docking Mission (August 2012)
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Hong Kong’s Heritage in Our Hands

Our museums are a repository of all that makes Hong Kong'’s culture
and heritage so unique. Increasingly, we are finding that people are
asking us to preserve and care for the precious treasures in their
possession. In 2012-2013, we continued to build our collections,
thanks to the generosity and contributions of our donors.

The Museum of Art continued to strengthen its collections of Hong
Kong art and historical pictures during the year with 13 major
acquisitions and donations.

Hong Kong’s reputation as one of the bastions of Cantonese opera
was reinforced during the year when the Heritage Museum received
687 Cantonese opera items such as librettos, photos and costumes.
The museum also acquired 44 items of Hong Kong fashion design as
well as some 2 000 photo negatives taken by Chan Chik, a professional
photojournalist active during the 1950s to 1980s. A total of some 3 700
items of artefacts and works of art were added to the museum’s
collection during the year.
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Enchanting Museums 2012-2013

The Museum of History received a generous donation of silver coins
from a private collector dating from the late Qing to the Republican era.
These coins significantly increase the display and research values of
the museum’s numismatic collection. The museum also enriched its
collection with the addition of over 320 historical photos and magazines
from the late Qing and Republican periods.

The Science Museum added three collections of weather instruments
to its impressive collection of science and technology-related artefacts,
while the Space Museum made information on the fifteen artefacts in
its collection available online to the general public.

Increasing Our Online Presence

With the aim of bringing its collections to people around the world via
the internet, the Museum of Art partnered with Google in the Google
Art Project in 2012 and uploaded a total of 90 artworks. Also joining the
Google Art Project, the Heritage Museum uploaded 97 selected items
from its art collection for the enjoyment of internet users.

During the year, LCSD museums continued a joint feasibility study to
develop a new collection management system. This system, combined
with increased presentation of artefacts on the internet, will facilitate the
public’s appreciation and enjoyment of the artefacts.
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A Night at the Museum of Art with
Andy Warhol

(February and March 2013)

Education

as other school activities.
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Making Education a Life-Long Experience

LCSD museums bring education outside the walls of the classroom with stimulating
interactive exhibits and programmes that make learning fun for students of all ages
as well as members of the general public.

Held in partnership with academic institutions and cultural organisations, the
programmes organised by our museums included lectures, seminars, field visits,
guided tours and special events in the community. Many of the programmes we
offered were in support of Hong Kong’s New Senior Secondary Curriculum as well
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New Appreciation for Art

Education and extension programmes at the Museum of Art attracted
103 138 participants to the museum during the 2012-13 review period.
Programmes designed to enhance public art appreciation included a
tie-in with the A Lofty Retreat from the Red Dust: the Secret Garden of
Emperor Qianlong exhibition (June — October 2012) with guided tours
and a series of in-house and outreach activities.

To raise awareness and interest in the Andy Warhol: 15 Minutes
Eternal — Art Appreciation Programme, the museum held lectures, an
interactive game, free guided tours and special art accessibility activities
for disabled groups. Taking inspiration from Andy Warhol, the Museum
of Art and the University of Hong Kong co-organised another highlight
event, A Night at the Museum of Art with Andy Warhol (February and
March 2013) for more than 530 senior secondary school students.
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Enchanting Museums 2012-2013

The Art Promotion Office also launched new programmes to
complement the current school teaching curriculum. To make optimal
use of the studio facilities of the Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre (Visual
Arts Centre), cross-media programmes were organised to help schools
teach art more effectively.

The Visual Arts Centre offered another Art Specialist Course to students
and amateur artists interested in pursuing a professional career. The
current course focuses on painting, printmaking and sculpture, and an
exhibition will be held to celebrate the students’ graduation. The Visual
Arts Centre further organised the Thematic Art Exploration Series (3)
and several other educational programmes in various art media with
the aim of involving the public in art.

Support for History Education

One of the roles of LCSD museums, other than preserving art and
historical artefacts, is to provide enriching educational experiences
for visitors of all ages, including school children, families and senior
citizens.

With the implementation of Hong Kong’s New Senior Secondary
Curriculum, the Heritage Museum teamed up with the Education
Bureau to organise activities for senior secondary school teachers and
students. Also in support of the new curriculum, the Museum of History
launched the 27 Inter-school Competition of Project Learning on Hong
Kong'’s History and Culture to foster an interest in history.

To support the teaching of Local Heritage Studies, the Heritage
Museum conducted seminars, field visits and demonstrations for
teachers to enhance their knowledge of the Cheung Chau Jiao Festival
and Tai Hang fire dragon dance.
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Seniors and Teens

Local Treasures: Wonders of
Children’s Discovery Gallery
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School Competition Series for The Majesty of All Under Heaven: The Eternal Realm of China First Emperor

In early 2013, the Heritage Museum launched Sharing Our Lives:

New Interactive Experience for Seniors and Teens, a series of cultural
programmes to bring young people and senior citizens closer together.
Through the programmes, the two generations were able to interact
and share experiences in an informal setting.

Other educational programmes in the year tied in with the exhibitions
and mission of the Heritage Museum. These included workshops,
demonstrations, training programmes, guided tours, talks, seminars
and special events for the general public, schools, families, children and
the underprivileged.

At the Museum of History, an open platform has been provided for
the general public to promote life-long learning. For The Majesty

of All Under Heaven — The Eternal Realm of China’s First Emperor
(July — November 2012), online channels such as Facebook, Twitter,
website, mobile applications and QR codes made the exhibition more
accessible. To enhance students’ knowledge of the Qin Dynasty’s
history and culture, the museum held three school competitions.
These cross-discipline competitions included the Souvenir Design
of Terracotta Warrior Competition, the Historical Comic Drawing
Competition and My Favourite Exhibit, a writing competition on the
terracotta warriors.
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Enchanting Museums 2012-2013

Cultivating an Interest in Science

The Science Museum conducted a wide range of educational
programmes in 2012-13, including the annual Science Alive event.
Jointly presented with the British Council, the Education Bureau,

Hong Kong Education City Limited and sponsored by the Croucher
Foundation, Science Alive offered educational activities such as
science communication contests, a debate competition, lecture series,
workshops, demonstrations and science walkabouts. The theme
focused on the potential of the human body at the Olympic Games as
well as the centenary of the birth of Alan Turing, the ‘father of computer
science’.

Another annual event, the Distinguished Chinese Scientists Lecture
Series, was organised with the China Association for Science and
Technology, Beijing-Hong Kong Academic Exchange Centre, and the
China Association (Hong Kong) for Science and Society. The lecture
series featured five leading scientists from the Mainland and Hong
Kong. Topics covered included space technology, deep-sea research,
rare earth resources, endoscopic treatment of gastrointestinal diseases,
and the integration of entrepreneurship with learning and research.

During the year, the Space Museum presented special lectures, lecture
series, movies about astronomy and space science, and arranged Fun
Astronomy Classes for Children. It also held courses on astronomical
observation, astronomical telescope making and astro-photographic
techniques.

Family programmes included visits to Astropark, Geopark and Hoi Ha
Wan Marine Park, as well as stargazing at the iObservatory in Sai Kung.
To reach families, the Space Museum arranged star observations

and nature education events at Ho Koon Nature Education cum
Astronomical Centre to promote interest in astronomy and the natural
sciences.

These programmes, activities, seminars and lecture series are offered
in addition to the museums’ mandate of providing a space for exhibits.
As a result, they have provided many opportunities for life-long learning
and self-improvement in the community.
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Audience Building

Strengthening our Brand

In 2012-2013, LCSD continued to challenge the perception that museums

are distant from people’s everyday lives and made them more attractive to
youngsters, families and visitors to Hong Kong. Through a wide variety of
exhibitions and programmes, we succeeded in attracting a total of 6.22 million
visitors to LCSD museums during the review period — a growth of 21% from
the same period the year before.

Innovative Marketing Campaigns

To encourage repeat visits as well as attract new visitors and tourists to
the museums, a new branding and marketing strategy was launched

in early 2012 under the corporate positioning statement: We offer
inspiring experiences in art, history and science to be enjoyed by all.

One of the most innovative promotions under the new strategy was the
launch of a new version of our Museum Pass in mid-November 2012.
Redesigned by renowned Hong Kong artist Dr Kan Tai-keung, the Pass
was promoted through a major publicity campaign that succeeded in
selling more than 136 700 passes, a 64% increase over the number of
old Museum Passes sold the year before.
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Enchanting Museums 2012-2013

Other initiatives rolled out under the new branding and marketing
strategy during the year included the revamp of the Hong Kong Public
Museums Portal (www.museums.gov.hk) for all public museums; eight
videos of exhibition highlights and three museum promotional videos;
and a museum guide for tourists, Enchanting Museurns, in both printed
and electronic forms. A total of 9 000 guides in Traditional Chinese,
Simplified Chinese and English were printed and distributed at the
Hong Kong Tourism Board’s visitor centres, various hotels and tourist
spots.

Cross promotions were also held to enhance the museums’ branding
and expand their audience base. These included a series of six
exhibition-related curator seminars at Commercial Press bookstores, all
of which received good feedback from the 365 attendees.

Art for All in the Community

The Museum of Art cultivated appreciation of different forms of art
during the year. A total of 2 937 guided tours for 76 002 members of
the public were organised, with audio guides for 35 055 people at 12
exhibitions.

To bring more people to the museum’s major exhibitions, the Friends
of the Museum of Art and The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities
Trust sponsored free coach services for 269 schools and NGOs that
benefited a total of 14 561 people.

As Hong Kong becomes more widely known as a regional centre

for the arts and culture, the Museum of Art stepped up its overseas
audience building activities with exhibitions such as the All Are Guests
— Hong Kong at the 7 Liverpool Biennial in the United Kingdom from
September to November 2012.

The Art Promotion Office continued to launch innovative community
and public art projects at the district level. With the Community Art
campaign, for example, community groups and artists were engaged
to promote art to a wider public with a series of workshops and
innovative art displays. The first project in the campaign, 72 Oil Street:
Casting, was launched in late 2011 and involved 12 photographers
each working with a community group to discover and document the
historic building before it was renovated into a new art space.
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Additionally, the Museum of Art joined with the Heritage Museum to
participate in the ground-breaking Google Art Project in April 2012,
making them among the first group of museums in Asia to take part in
this project.

Making History Come Alive

During the year, the Museum of History organised a rich array of
public programmes and activities to broaden the audience base.
These included a series of territory-wide education and extension
programmes based on The Majesty of All Under Heaven: The Eternal
Realm of China’s First Emperor exhibition (July — November 2012),
which included talks, workshops for teachers, students, families, and
guided tours for the underprivileged and people with disabilities.

The Museum of History also held a series of school competitions on
the crossover between History, Art and the Terracotta Warriors that
attracted a total of 558 entries from 837 students. To complement The
Wonders of Ancient Mesopotamia exhibition (January — May 2013),

a variety of education and extension programmes were launched

for different target groups, including a series of talks that was over-
subscribed.
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Enchanting Museums 2012-2013

At the Heritage Museum and its three branch museums, a total of 26
exhibitions on various cultural themes were presented during the year.
Two blockbusters stood out: PICASSO: Masterpieces from Musée
National Picasso, Paris (May — July 2012), and Fabergé: Legacy of
Imperial Russia (February — April 2013). Both exhibitions offered valuable
opportunities for visitors to appreciate these outstanding artistic
achievements.

The Heritage Museum continued to tailor programmes during the year
for more than 5 000 MuseKids as well as other programmes designed
to reinforce the museum’s image as a child-and-family-friendly place.

Another highlight was the on-going series of art and cultural programmes

organised under the Social Harmony Project for underprivileged groups.

Sparking an Interest in Science

The Science Museum organised a wide variety of programmes to
stimulate public interest in science during the year. Among these were
lectures that included the Research Grants Council Public Lectures,
Care Our Earth, Conserve our Resources Seminar Series, Brain

and Cognition Lecture Series and the Science in the Public Service
campaign.

The Science Museum also hosted movie screenings in Science Theatre,
children’s programmes such as the Fun Science Experiments and
Science Day Camps, as well as Lab Programmes for the Elderly and
Self-learning Software Corner.

At the Space Museum, monthly star observations including the
Astronomy Carnival, Astronomy Happy Hour and observational activities
at the iObservatory in Sai Kung were organised with the cooperation of
amateur astronomical societies. Two sidewalk astronomy observation
programmes were special hits with members of the public, who had

the opportunity to observe the Annular Solar Eclipse and the Transit of
Venus on May 21 and June 6, 2012 respectively at the Avenue of Stars.
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Sidewalk astronomy observation
programme

39

[ K& RRIE
Lab Programmes for the Elderly

[LE IR SRIE BE |
Fun Science Experiments



40

R IE 2012-2013

BE I 5T

\ ) ==]
NARKAEU
RXERTEYIERSIFte
ERANLRNSSE » HEES

B TERE TS S H A4
BEY  HMREEFREAL
NZAR -~ AR RBZRE o
EARFE » BAREHAREI
BEZNRSHENENSS5ES) -
FHRZ T AREE o

ZARIBRE P FARYHE - DL
BALSARNZARIORE D
Museum of Art organised
academic lectures in

order to raise the public’s
appreciation of art
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Capacity Building

Preparing for Tomorrow

LCSD museums have truly engaged the whole community across a wide spectrum.
Directly and through collaborations, we have succeeded in raising interest in art, history
and science among the very young to the very old. During the year, we continued

to arouse interest in our museums and programmes among an ever expanding and
diverse audience.

New Ways of Engaging People

During the year, the Museum of Art nurtured creativity and artistic talent
through a variety of arts competitions, while the Science Museum
worked with academic institutions, professional bodies and government
departments to hold science competitions for primary and secondary
school students.

The Space Museum worked with local astronomical societies to
conduct lectures, courses and observation programmes. For its part,
the Museum of Art organised a lecture series to run alongside its
exhibitions in order to raise the public’s appreciation of art. With the
generous support of the Friends of the Hong Kong Museum of Art, an
international academic lecture series was organised to complement
the exhibition Chinese Painting and Calligraphy of the Song, Yuan and
Ming Dynasties from the Osaka City Museum of Fine Arts (November
2012 — January 2013), with presentations by speakers from around the
world.
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ArtAlive@Park organised by the Art Promotion Office engaged local
university students to create site-specific installations for a public art
project. The Design Partnership Scheme was launched during the year
to provide up-and-coming designers with opportunities to demonstrate
their talents by developing effective design interfaces that connect
people with art.

Special programmes were aimed not just at the young and talented.
The Art Promotion Office’s Art Summer@VAC with the Centre for
Community Cultural Development invited children with Down’s
Syndrome and other special needs to an art camp. For seniors, the
Grandma Grandpa Memory Boxes programme encouraged older
people to enjoy art and mingle with young participants.

Museum Professionals of the Future

Museum Trainee Programme was launched by LCSD to develop
museum professionals. Trainees were attached to the Museum of Art,
the Museum of History, the Heritage Museum, the Film Archive, the Art
Promotion Office and the Conservation Office, and received on-the-
job training in museum management or conservation services. Under
their supervisors, trainees learnt how to manage museum services and
organise education programmes. They also got hands-on experience
in curating exhibitions and projects.

The MuseTeens More: Youth Leadership Scheme of the Heritage
Museum provided in-depth training programmes for secondary
students. Under this leadership scheme, not only did the participating
students learn about the different aspects of museum work as well as
gain more knowledge on art and culture, but were also trained with
guided tour skills and provided with opportunities of assisting in the
museum’s education services. The Museum of History’s Future Curator
Training Course and Internship Project of Future Curators also gave
students the chance to provide docent services for the museum, as
well as internship opportunities.

[ZZEEZE ]
Grandma Grandpa Memory
Boxes

2. [ RFIERSET £ 1T ]
Internship Project of Future
Curators
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Today, LCSD museums are playing a more active role
of engagement and building strong partnerships. During
the year, this approach yielded positive results as we
broadened our appeal to a growing number of patrons.
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FiEF » NNBREMR—NMRERE
FERIHTFEE

Family programmes co-organised
with local charity groups provided
an enjoyable platform for children
to explore Chinese history and
culture

2. [KEKIL S R
All about H,O exhibition
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Community
Engagement
and Partnership

Venturing Beyond the Museum

Collaboration with the Community

The Museum of History, for example, collaborated with local universities

TRIME  EheRESEBREAFZETFTE  to present a series of lectures during the year. With the Hong Kong
DEITRIARASCEE [ ERS AR SEKEFE  University of Science and Technology, the Museum of History
N R XA R T LA N EBNE X Ji#EE  organised the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology Public

3 o
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Humanities Lectures. The Museum of History also collaborated with the
Centre for Hong Kong History and Culture Studies, as well as Chu Hai
College of Higher Education to present Talks on Hong Kong History
and Culture.

To help the underprivileged, the Museum of History worked closely
a1k - ﬁ%ﬁ with The Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs Association of Hong Kong, Po Leung

kBEEBRAL FLOERIMHEEALENHHX K Kuk, Heep Hong Society and New Immigrants Service Association to
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launch the Caring for the Community Scheme. This scheme targets
new immigrants, teenagers and minority ethnic groups to give them a
better understanding of Hong Kong'’s culture and history.

The Science Museum is also very involved with educational

T E - FEBFELMBFERIIA N ZmMEY  programmes and collaborated with educational and professional
it - flnSEBIRIIF2 A7 28 II2KE,  institutions, NGOs and government departments on various science

2013 » A REXER AR RMHAOKRESIEETE R
SETIKIGL BRI RS o

AN - BREHEYE - BERERFHLEME
BREERSEF2A PN E=ErR T EEER
FARPN 2 IE-FT——F+— 21T 30K
BEE - MAEING T RS E S Bl 7 1t T E R
Ba e

\

BEXEBETHEYIERSTLEE - &N 7(ﬁH
SEEEBARZRZERLE D —TRIFHFER
TR BATHBREZEZRITR ] E%/%HZL
T128HRFE  S2EEEFEHRITRARR &
S AMARCEME - GIERXTTE - REAAANA ©

GLRIGT IIB XS

FTAFE - XHEWESTRNEMALEE -
DT EMARERE KRGS ﬁﬂiﬂ@%'ﬁil%%
NORI) S sﬁ%tﬁéjﬂ EMR—EBRESENRZA
BERRI(ZE—-FRAZELA) UERSEZH
E’J%Hﬁﬂ?@;@?ﬁiﬁﬂ%% BT S8 MIEWIES
DEENA—BRZEEEEE [RU(ZFE—=F=A
ZEMA) -

AN EXEETEMESEEI2RPELETE
5 AiMXE - HLiEY EEKK%S‘Z%T éi:
%%%E‘Jé}%‘i%ﬁ%gﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂj} Al—

RIMETHKEERE (= :Etﬁ§+*ﬂ)ﬂl

[RAWIR %%TLﬁléiﬁﬁﬂ:E*EE*
AZRHA)ANRAIRERBFIELS - B #E)Z
ANBRENEEREED -

Enchanting Museums 2012-2013 43

projects. Working with the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, the
Science Museum staged Engineering Week 2013. Together with the
Advisory Committee on Water Resources and Quality of Water Supplies,
the museum held an exhibition and lecture series, All about H,0.

In November 2012, the Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence, the !
Department of History of Hong Kong Baptist University and the Modern 1z &z 24 it |
Chinese History Society of Hong Kong held The Third International Digital Skies Student
Symposium on the Maritime Defence of Modern China. More than 30 Partnership programme
experts and scholars from Hong Kong, the Mainland and overseas

participated in this international event.

LCSD museums are truly museums without borders. During the year,
the Space Museum and the Chabot Space & Science Center in the
United States co-organised a novel student exchange project, the
Digital Skies Student Partnership. In this programme, 12 local secondary
students were selected to work with 12 American students over the
course of 8 months.

Support from Our Partners

A number of major exhibitions and programmes were organised by

the Heritage Museum during the year with the support of partners and
through its collaborations with various organisations and individuals.
These included PICASSO — Masterpieces from Musée National Picasso,
Paris (May — July 2012) with the Consulate General of France in Hong
Kong and Macao; and Fabergé: Legacy of Imperial Russia (February

— April 2013), with the Moscow Kremlin Museums and the Fersman
Mineralogical Museum of Russia.

EMA—BTHEEEY |
(Z2-=%=AZIA)
Fabergé: Legacy of Imperial
Russia (February — April 2013)

LCSD museums also benefitted from its partnerships with major
sponsors. With the support of LCSD, the Museum of History secured
sponsorship from The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust. This
generous donation covered the exhibit production costs of both

The Majesty of All Under Heaven — The Eternal Realm of China’s
First Emperor (July — November 2012) and The Wonders of Ancient
Mesopotamia exhibitions (January — May 2013), and underwrote
supplementary education activities for the two exhibitions.

W [RAHR : ERTEKLETHR ]
(Z=—=%-AZ%5HA)

The Wonders of Ancient
Mesopotamia
(January — May 2013)
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technological research and
discoveries
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Extending the Reach of Our Museums

During the year, LCSD museums continued to make their venues more
accessible and user-friendly. The Art Promotion Office worked with the
Disabled Association Hong Kong to provide accessibility services and
helped people with disabilities engage with the arts. The Museum of
Art also partnered with the Friends of the Hong Kong Museum of Art to
organise the Summer Art Cadets programme for the visually impaired.

The Science Museum engaged the community by providing the
Science News Corner for local universities to showcase their scientific
and technological research and discoveries. Programmes included
Technologies Enhancing Patient Care by The Chinese University of
Hong Kong (September 2011 — April 2012); Computer Transformation
— Transform Smartphones or Notebook Computers into Robots by
The University of Hong Kong (May — October 2012); and Painless
Vaccinations by the City University of Hong Kong (November 2012 —
March 2013).

To reach out to the online community, the museums continued to go
beyond their bricks and mortar venues. Social media such as Facebook
and YouTube both played prominent roles in bringing the museums
outside its walls while the partnership with Youth Portal (youth.gov.hk)
was set up to promote museum culture among young audiences.

Leading the Way

LCSD museums greatly benefitted from vital partnerships with the
Museum Advisory Panels (MAPs) and Museum Expert Advisers.
Throughout the year, they were a source of valuable advice on various
aspects of our work. Since 2010, three panels, namely Art MAP, History
MAP and Science MAP, appointed by the Secretary for Home Affairs,
advised the museums on their positioning, strategies for business
development, marketing and community involvement, and measures
to strengthen the operational efficiency and accountability. Over 170
Museum Expert Advisers provided professional advice to our museums
on matters pertaining to the promotion of art, history, science and film,
in particular the acquisition of collection items. With the assistance and
support of these experts, the museums were able to strengthen their
collections, roll out new programmes and implement new marketing
strategies in the past year.

Members of Museum
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Enhancement of Facilities

and Visitor Services

Greater Accessibility for All

LCSD museums serve a wide range of visitors: from schoolchildren to
seniors, from local residents to overseas visitors, from the able bodied
to the physically challenged. Throughout the year, we continued to
upgrade our facilities so that our increasingly diverse audience can
enjoy greater ease of access, comfort and enjoyment in our museums.

To create a better museum experience for everyone, the Museum of
Art improved its barrier-free access facilities and opened an additional
ticketing counter on the ground floor to enhance visitor flows during
blockbuster exhibitions. It also began the conversion of the Salisbury
Garden into an art square, which will present thematic art installations
and sculptures by Hong Kong artists in 2014. Planning for a major
renovation and facelift of the museum itself continued during the year.

At the Visual Arts Centre of the Art Promotion Office, the Lecture
Theatre underwent improvements to improve access by wheelchair
users.

For those with special needs, the museums improved barrier-free
access at all of their facilities. The Heritage Museum, for example,
made retrofits by adding tactile guides, handrails, more parking spaces
for the disabled and more wheelchair-seating spaces in the theatre, etc.

1. X EYIERE AFHIRH
35| BRE
Tactile guides for the
blind at the Heritage
Museum

2. MR ZARFNERTHRR T

®iT - UERAEEAEHA
Access was improved for
wheelchair users at the
Lecture Theatre in the
Visual Arts Centre
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The main lobby at the Museum
of History was modified to
accommodate multimedia

programmes
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Space Museum completed the
installation of a new 3D digital
dome theatre system at the
Stanley Ho Space Theatre
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Similar accessibility upgrades were provided at the Museum of
History. The museum also modified the main lobby to accommodate
multimedia programmes such as the The Majesty of All Under Heaven
— The Eternal Realm of China’s First Emperor exhibition (July —
November 2012) as well as future exhibitions.

The Science Museum upgraded its Lecture Hall in December 2012,
including an advanced sound system and upgraded WiFi service in the
main lobby and lecture hall. As the coordinator of the Museum Pass
system, the Science Museum worked closely with the Information
Technology Office to enhance the hardware and software of the
Museum Pass system.

On July 1, 2012, the Space Museum completed the installation of a
new 3D digital dome theatre system at the Stanley Ho Space Theatre,
making it the first museum in Hong Kong with such a facility. The
Space Museum also set up All-sky cameras at the iObservatory,
Astropark and the museum so that observers can remotely monitor the
weather through the internet.
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Research and
INstitutional
Development
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Preparation for the opening of Oi!

In addition to collecting artefacts and works of art, LCSD museums conduct extensive research to make
sense of what they acquire. The museums have also been very active in supporting museum staff to gain the
widest possible knowledge in their respective fields.

The Museum of Art sent curatorial staff overseas for attachment training in Mainland China, the United
States, Japan, Switzerland, France, Germany and the United Kingdom. Moreover, the in-house research of
curators was presented in catalogues and publications throughout the year.

In preparation for the opening of Oil, the Art Promotion Office researched the historic building at
12 Oil Street, the results of which have been published and featured in an exhibition. Staff members were
also sent on overseas training courses to stay up to date with developments in public and community art.

The Museum of History has many research projects on Hong Kong underway and is partnering with
academic institutions to conduct a systematic study on various themes, such as Icons of Post-war Hong
Kong; Evolution of cheongsams in Hong Kong. The museum also sent its staff overseas to pursue degrees.
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At the Heritage Museum, staff joined universities and academics to
conduct major research projects on Hong Kong'’s cultural heritage.
The Museum also supported and sent staff to training courses,
workshops, overseas attachments, international conferences

and cultural exchanges to update their professional knowledge,
expand their horizons, and establish connections with overseas
counterparts.

Curatorial staff, technical officers and designers at the Science
Museum attended a wide range of programmes to deepen their
professional expertise, including the Association of Science-
Technology Centres Conference, the Asia Pacific Network of
Science and Technology Centres Conference; and the Museum
Leadership Programme organised by the Getty Leadership Institute.

The Space Museum also sent its curatorial staff, technical officers
and designers overseas on training programmes and conferences
to strengthen their professional expertise. These included
conferences by the International Planetarium Society (IPS) and the
Giant Screen Cinema Association (GSCA), as well as study visits to
overseas museums, planetariums and cultural institutions.
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