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The opening of the Kowloon-Canton Railway (KCR) played an important role in
the development both of the public transport in Hong Kong and the territory’s
links with mainland China. Construction of the British section (now called the
MTR East Rail Line) began in 1906 and the 35.4 km-long route linking Kowloon
and Lo Wu was completed and opened for traffic on 1 October 1910. However, a
debate had sprung up on the design and location of the terminus in Kowloon, and
a warehouse belonging to the Hong Kong & Kowloon Wharf and Godown
Company therefore had to be rented as a temporary station.
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In 1912, the government decided to [
building in Tsim Sha Tsui. The work st
1915. The shipment of fittings and fixtur
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interior of the station was thus delayed.
March 1916.
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The Clock Tower under construction
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The terminal building in the final stage of construction
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An accompanying feature of the termi
1915, but the electric clock mechanis
The electric turret clock and its one-ton
of 1920, but installation was delayed b
drawings and instructions from the man
operation on 22 March 1921, and the Cloc
area surrounding the terminus.
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Interior view of the Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus in the late 1920s
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Built of red bricks and granite bloc
mefres high, formed by a 6-storey hig
octagonal loft. Windows in a diamond
tower, which is capped by a concrete d¢
of the dome is a slender steel structure s

1977 FIREPRIEI R A KBS - HESE

The Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus before demoli
The terminus had ceased operation
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The rectangular glass window on the Clock Tower has wooden-frame, granite
‘window surrounds and pediment window head
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The staircase inside the Clock Tower
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The back of the clock inside the Clock Tower
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The Clock started operation in 1921, but ceased to operate during the Japanese
Occupation Period (1941-1945), and it was not put back into service until 2
October 1945. Difficulties in operating and maintaining a clock run by batteries
led to the installation of four motors, one for each face, but this arrangement had
the side effect of creating a small difference in the time shown by each face,
which then did not coincide with the sound of the bell. Finally, the use of the bell
was discontinued in 1950.
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The Tsim Sha Tsui Terminus and the Clock Tower
looking from the harbour in the 1950s
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The clock of the Clock Tower



