





Sited among pleasant greenery, No. 1 Chatham Path enjoys a quiet Group Value
environment and connects with other residential villas in the area. Other
historic items on the Peak include the Former Gate Lodge ({éﬁe]@lf{p NES
%4, Declared Monument), the Peak Depot (| @ﬁrﬁ[) and Old Peak Café (&
|14 %), Former Peak School (fjij1! ['FI5*1%), Peak Police Station ([["F1E7)
and Matilda and War Memorial Hospital (FF]{E 2{5).

The building has been re-used for educational purposes since it was built Adaptive
indicating that it is adaptable. Re-use
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Cheung Chau Government Secondary School - Old Block & Caretaker's Residence

No. 5B School Road, Cheung Chau

Cheung Chau Government Secondary School (=¥ f[15) evolved
from Cheung Chau Anglo-Chinese School (= VW14t~ Z54%) which was
established elsewhere in Cheung Chau in 1908. A permanent school building
was constructed at the present site in 1928 under the supervision of the Public
Works Department. Since the 1920s, people on the island called it the “English
School” to distinguish it from those ancestral halls teaching in accordance with
Confucian beliefs.

During the Japanese Occupation of Hong Kong in 1941-1945, the school
was occupied by the Japanese and used as their military headquarters (ﬁ [’Sﬁﬁ).
The school reopened in 1945 and separated into morning and afternoon classes.
In 1951, it started the junior secondary class and in 1961, the senior secondary
class was added. Cheung Chau Government Secondary School gained its
official name in the same year. Construction of new wings took place in 1968
and later in 1998 in the vicinity of the old building.

The OIld Block (&™) of the school is an elegant two-storey red-brick
building laid out in an L-shaped plan, with a caretaker’s residence (%ﬁﬁ F,
ﬁ) in similar style next to it. The School is Neo-Classical in style with
colonnaded verandahs and rusticated quoins at the corners. With its Chinese
pan-and-roll tiled roof, projecting eaves and shuttered windows, it has
overtones of the Italianate style, but the use of red bricks and sombre known
painted wooden doors and windows give it an Edwardian appearance which is
echoed internally by the glazing bar patterns to windows and fanlights and a
red-brick fireplace in the Headmaster’s Office.

This style of architecture is quite rare in Hong Kong, and the School which
is one of the most important buildings on Cheung Chau, is a valuable piece of
built heritage and part of Hong Kong’s history. Two annexes were added to the
School in 1968 and 1998 respectively and the old school building itself
underwent renovation about ten years ago, which included replacement of the
roof and external pipework. A sanitary block beside the caretaker’s house was
also demolished. Nevertheless, despite all these alterations, the old school
building has retained much of its authenticity.

The social value of the School lies in the historical role it has played in
providing high quality education to the island’s children. With its long tradition,
the School is fondly remembered by past students and staff. The School is
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highly regarded by Cheung Chau residents who refer to it as the “English
School”.

Other historic items in Cheung Chau graded by the Antiquities and Group Value
Monuments Board include Cheung Chau Fong Pin Hospital (=¥ [fif# k),
Cheung Chau Police Station (=VV#%), Hung Shing Temple (1 Zf#) and
Yuk Hui Temple (= @?TF[,’).

It is unlikely that the School will be closed down unless there is a drastic Adaptive
reduction in the number of students. The question of adaptive re-use therefore Re-use
dose not arise at present.
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Cheung Chau Government Secondary School - Old Block & Caretaker's Residence

No. 5B School Road, Cheung Chau

Cheung Chau Government Secondary School (=¥ f[15) evolved
from Cheung Chau Anglo-Chinese School (= VW14t~ Z54%) which was
established elsewhere in Cheung Chau in 1908. A permanent school building
was constructed at the present site in 1928 under the supervision of the Public
Works Department. Since the 1920s, people on the island called it the “English
School” to distinguish it from those ancestral halls teaching in accordance with
Confucian beliefs.

During the Japanese Occupation of Hong Kong in 1941-1945, the school
was occupied by the Japanese and used as their military headquarters (ﬁ [’Sﬁﬁ).
The school reopened in 1945 and separated into morning and afternoon classes.
In 1951, it started the junior secondary class and in 1961, the senior secondary
class was added. Cheung Chau Government Secondary School gained its
official name in the same year. Construction of new wings took place in 1968
and later in 1998 in the vicinity of the old building.

The OIld Block (&™) of the school is an elegant two-storey red-brick
building laid out in an L-shaped plan, with a caretaker’s residence (%ﬁﬁ F,
ﬁ) in similar style next to it. The School is Neo-Classical in style with
colonnaded verandahs and rusticated quoins at the corners. With its Chinese
pan-and-roll tiled roof, projecting eaves and shuttered windows, it has
overtones of the Italianate style, but the use of red bricks and sombre known
painted wooden doors and windows give it an Edwardian appearance which is
echoed internally by the glazing bar patterns to windows and fanlights and a
red-brick fireplace in the Headmaster’s Office.

This style of architecture is quite rare in Hong Kong, and the School which
is one of the most important buildings on Cheung Chau, is a valuable piece of
built heritage and part of Hong Kong’s history. Two annexes were added to the
School in 1968 and 1998 respectively and the old school building itself
underwent renovation about ten years ago, which included replacement of the
roof and external pipework. A sanitary block beside the caretaker’s house was
also demolished. Nevertheless, despite all these alterations, the old school
building has retained much of its authenticity.

The social value of the School lies in the historical role it has played in
providing high quality education to the island’s children. With its long tradition,
the School is fondly remembered by past students and staff. The School is
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highly regarded by Cheung Chau residents who refer to it as the “English
School”.

Other historic items in Cheung Chau graded by the Antiquities and Group Value
Monuments Board include Cheung Chau Fong Pin Hospital (=¥ [fif# k),
Cheung Chau Police Station (=VV#%), Hung Shing Temple (1 Zf#) and
Yuk Hui Temple (= @?TF[,’).

It is unlikely that the School will be closed down unless there is a drastic Adaptive
reduction in the number of students. The question of adaptive re-use therefore Re-use
dose not arise at present.
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Tsing Shan Monastery — Kwun Yam Pavilion
Castle Peak, Tuen Mun

Much have been mentioned in county gazetteers (%=&.) and other sources on Historical

Castle Peak (:F’fjm, green mountain) in Tuen Mun and Monk Pei Tu (7 V%#f, Interest
water-crossing on a cup ) who might have visited the mountain in the Lau Song
dynasty (£]°~, 420-479). The mountain had since then long been called Pei Tu
Mountain (£#¥%[1), or holy mountain, for its association with the eminent monk.
A small-scale nunnery (#) might possibly have been in existence of over 500
years and expanded in the 19" century with the support of the To ([#) clan which
had settled in Tuen Mun since the 15" century. The compound was extensively
redeveloped from the late 1910s by Chan Chun-ting ([ ZF‘}ET"), a successful
merchant and Buddhist enthusiast who later bestowed as Monk Hin Ki (%ET??J),
after he purchased lots of the adjoining land starting from 1910. With his effort,
the Tsing Shan Monastery (F||#[5) constructed in the 1910-20s became a
renowned Buddhist monastery, one of the biggest in the territory attracting
overseas and local worshippers and tourists.

The monastery at the mid-level of Castle Peak is some 160 metres above sea Architectural
level. It is composed of building complexes clustered up the southern slope. The Merit
campus is dominated by the main terrace including the Tai Hung Po Din (*Zf#f
44), the Wu Fat Din (7&1% %) and to their right, the Hall of Kshitigabha (#95%),
the quarters and to the left, the Hall of Merits (- #1l"), the Guest Hall (%'ili) and
others. In its upper level located a memorial archway, the Kwun Yam Pavilion (#
f[ f4]) and a quarters.

Kwun Yam Pavilion is at the higher level of the monastery through an arch
with two characters “ * 4% (entering famous scenery) flanked by a pair of
couplets. The building was constructed in the end of the 1920s and rebuilt in 1947.
It is a rectangular building having a main hall housing the image of
Thousand-armed Kwun Yam (-© = g'f[) with a side chamber housing the
Lotus-sitting Kwun Yam (J‘ﬁ@?ﬁ). On its right is a connected archway leading
to a F[ "~ # "l (Temple of the Match-maker) and &t #- (Grotto of
Baogong).The pavilion is a one-storey brick structure painted in yellow and
highlighted in red on the parapet on the front facade. It has flushed gable roof of
timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. Its front elevation is with a pediment having a
circular disc inscribed with a Sanskrit (£ ) character. Inscribed at the parapet are
another six Sanskrit characters depicting the six-word mantra. At the entrance is a
name board of the pavilion. The statue of the deity is sitting in a timber niche on
an altar at the end of the hall. Its interior is plastered and painted in white with



ceramic mosaic flooring and wall dado.

The monastery has a link of Buddhist and Taoist development in the holy
mountain for a period of over 1,500 years. It is rare among the many temples and
few monasteries in Hong Kong.

The oldest structures of the monastery though only built in the 1910s have
considerable built heritage value to recapture the long and much talk-about history
of the site and area.

After the monastery’s completion in late 1920s, a number of repairs and
rebuilts took place and most of them are not recorded.

The various halls in the compound including the Tai Hung Po Din, Kwun Yam
Pavilion, Hall of Ksitigarbha and others have co-related group value.

The monastery completed in late 1920s has attracted thousands of visitors
whether Buddhist or not each year in the 1930s and after the Second World War
until the 1970s when it became comparatively less attractive. It was for Buddhist
worship and for retreat, rest and sight-seeing. Distinguished visitors include the
former Governor Sir Cecil Clementi (= ¥ %f) in 1927-28 and Sir Robert Ho Tung

(fFr ).
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Historic Building Appraisal
No. 33 Sassoon Road, Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong
(Stone Manor and Garage)

The Stone Manor at No. 33 Sassoon Road was built in around 1930. It is a
three-storey residence with an annex Building being used as garage. The early
history of the site was rather complicated. In short, the site was purchased by
Mr. Wong Po Keung (:F"T[ l'%ié'gi) of Messrs. Asiatic Trading Co. in 1922 and the
building was intended to be built within 24 months. However, building works
on the site were delayed and Mr. Wong sold the site to Mr. Yeung Han-shau
(5 1) in July 1926. Later on, in the same year (1926) Mr. Yeung sold it to
Mr. S.K. Wong, Governing Director of S. K. Trust Ltd. (:}»“%f-l%?‘*éjﬁf o ﬁj)
which was a company incorporated in Singapore and had a branch office in
Hong Kong. In 1928 Mr. Wong instructed the architectural practice of Little,
Adams and Wood to build a stone-faced Tudor style manor house (the existing
house) and the building work was probably completed in 1930.

According to wartime land record, the building was named as “Kwan
Ming Yuen” (ELPH[R) which was owned by Mr. S.K. Wong (above-said).
Sometime during the 1950s, the house was used as a hostel for married officers
of the Royal Navy. In 1970, the house was purchased by the late Henry Fok
ying-tung (&-: ji) as a residence for his family.

Stone Manor is built in the Tudor Revival style using materials popular in
the 1930s such as Shanghai plaster which is used as an external rendering
grooved with joint lines to imitate stonework. Tudor style architectural features
abound such as mullioned windows, gabled end walls, elaborate chimney
stacks, crenellated parapets, canted bays and Early Renaissance style arcaded
colonnades and a pavilion. There is a detached two-storey servants’ quarters
with garages below. The garages have framed and panelled wooden doors in
openings with Tudor arches. A high boundary wall covered with creepers
surrounds the manor house and grounds. There are two entrances built as Tudor
gatehouses with bronze gates. Period features to be seen on the manor house
include name plaques, coats of arms, stained glass windows, a weather vane,
ornamental ironwork, lanterns, and square rainwater pipes with hopper heads.

The Tudor Revival style of architecture is quite rare in Hong Kong and
Stone Manor is a good example of a replica manor house of Tudor times. It is
highly ornamental with a lot of delicate details. It has obvious built heritage
value. Unfortunately it was not possible to see the interior of the house, but the
exterior appears not to have been altered at all so that it retains its authenticity.
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The social value of the house to the community seems to be limited as it
was built as a rich man’s house and, apart from a brief stint as navy officers’
quarters, does not appear to have been used for anything other than a residence.
Situated at the junction of Victoria Road and Sassoon Road, Stone Manor with
its very English appearance, is a well known landmark of local interest as the
home of one of Hong Kong’s billionaire tycoons.

Situated at the corner of Sassoon and Victoria Roads, Stone Manor serves
as an attractive icon as one approaches along the two roads. Sai Ko Shan
(High West, p‘[ﬁ,ljpp is at the rear which is a good fung-shui setting to the
House. Approached along Sassoon Road, the main entrance is located along a
quiet street with other residential buildings around. There is another building
recorded by the Antiquities and Monuments Office at No. 50 Sassoon Road,
Villa Ellenbud (338 jf][£7).

It is difficult to suggest an adaptive re-use as the layout of the interior is
not known. In England many old manor houses such as this have been
converted into schools and conference centres or opened to the public as stately
homes.
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Historic Building Appraisal
No. 33 Sassoon Road, Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong
(Stone Manor and Garage)

The Stone Manor at No. 33 Sassoon Road was built in around 1930. It is a
three-storey residence with an annex Building being used as garage. The early
history of the site was rather complicated. In short, the site was purchased by
Mr. Wong Po Keung (:F"T[ l'%ié'gi) of Messrs. Asiatic Trading Co. in 1922 and the
building was intended to be built within 24 months. However, building works
on the site were delayed and Mr. Wong sold the site to Mr. Yeung Han-shau
(5 1) in July 1926. Later on, in the same year (1926) Mr. Yeung sold it to
Mr. S.K. Wong, Governing Director of S. K. Trust Ltd. (:}»“%f-l%?‘*éjﬁf o ﬁj)
which was a company incorporated in Singapore and had a branch office in
Hong Kong. In 1928 Mr. Wong instructed the architectural practice of Little,
Adams and Wood to build a stone-faced Tudor style manor house (the existing
house) and the building work was probably completed in 1930.

According to wartime land record, the building was named as “Kwan
Ming Yuen” (ELPH[R) which was owned by Mr. S.K. Wong (above-said).
Sometime during the 1950s, the house was used as a hostel for married officers
of the Royal Navy. In 1970, the house was purchased by the late Henry Fok
ying-tung (&-: ji) as a residence for his family.

Stone Manor is built in the Tudor Revival style using materials popular in
the 1930s such as Shanghai plaster which is used as an external rendering
grooved with joint lines to imitate stonework. Tudor style architectural features
abound such as mullioned windows, gabled end walls, elaborate chimney
stacks, crenellated parapets, canted bays and Early Renaissance style arcaded
colonnades and a pavilion. There is a detached two-storey servants’ quarters
with garages below. The garages have framed and panelled wooden doors in
openings with Tudor arches. A high boundary wall covered with creepers
surrounds the manor house and grounds. There are two entrances built as Tudor
gatehouses with bronze gates. Period features to be seen on the manor house
include name plaques, coats of arms, stained glass windows, a weather vane,
ornamental ironwork, lanterns, and square rainwater pipes with hopper heads.

The Tudor Revival style of architecture is quite rare in Hong Kong and
Stone Manor is a good example of a replica manor house of Tudor times. It is
highly ornamental with a lot of delicate details. It has obvious built heritage
value. Unfortunately it was not possible to see the interior of the house, but the
exterior appears not to have been altered at all so that it retains its authenticity.
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The social value of the house to the community seems to be limited as it
was built as a rich man’s house and, apart from a brief stint as navy officers’
quarters, does not appear to have been used for anything other than a residence.
Situated at the junction of Victoria Road and Sassoon Road, Stone Manor with
its very English appearance, is a well known landmark of local interest as the
home of one of Hong Kong’s billionaire tycoons.

Situated at the corner of Sassoon and Victoria Roads, Stone Manor serves
as an attractive icon as one approaches along the two roads. Sai Ko Shan
(High West, p‘[ﬁ,ljpp is at the rear which is a good fung-shui setting to the
House. Approached along Sassoon Road, the main entrance is located along a
quiet street with other residential buildings around. There is another building
recorded by the Antiquities and Monuments Office at No. 50 Sassoon Road,
Villa Ellenbud (338 jf][£7).

It is difficult to suggest an adaptive re-use as the layout of the interior is
not known. In England many old manor houses such as this have been
converted into schools and conference centres or opened to the public as stately
homes.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Tat Yan Study Hall
No. 226 Shan Ha Tsuen, Ping Shan, Yuen Long

Tat Yan Study Hall (£ f:?{;‘c‘) in Shan Ha Tsuen (/[ #1) of Ping Shan (3
[']), Yuen Long. was erected in 1919 by the descendents of Cheung Kwan-chuen
(9=7|7¥). His ancestor Chuk-ping (%) moved from Huangchuen (ETF) of
Dongguan (ji2k) to Wang Chau (ffﬁ?’\'\') in the late 15™ century. Chuk-ping’s
grandsons settled in Tsat Sing Kong (+~ Efkf) and then moved to Shan Ha
village in the Shunzhi reign (’"EiF",, 1644-1661) of the Qing (&) dynasty. The
hall was built to commemorate one of the descendents of Kwan-chuen,
Yung-wan (ﬁ%%:i) Soul tablets of Kwan-chuen’s lineage were displayed at the
hall’s altar for worship. Descendents of Kwan-yuet (39=<7|ffi), brother of
Kwan-chuen, also built a study hall named Kwan Yuet Study Hall (iﬁ‘[‘ﬁ?}zﬁ).

The study hall is a building of Qing vernacular design having a
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two-storey-two-hall plan of three bays. A kitchen is later added to its right. A Merit

courtyard is at its entrance hall and side rooms are on the left and right of the
halls. Access to the first floor is provided by staircases in the side rooms of the
main hall. It is in symmetrical design with the altar at the far end of the central
axis in the middle of the main hall. The building is constructed of green bricks
with its walls supporting the flush gable pitched roofs of wooden rafters, purlins
and clay tiles The balconies of the first floor are with green ceramic balustrades
and walls at the main halls are with window grilles of similar type. The recessed
entrance is with granite door frame, lintel and wall corners. Above the lintel is
the name board of the study hall. Wall friezes at the facade are with auspicious
mouldings of unicorns, flowers and plants.

It is one of the historic buildings to witness the settlement of the Cheungs in
Shan Ha Tsuen.

The study hall is of considerable built heritage value.

The roofs of the side rooms have turned into flat reinforced concrete ones
and many internal walls plastered. The building on the whole has its authenticity
kept.

The Cheung Ancestral Hall (3;%}2%‘(@), the Kwan Yuet Study Hall, Hing
Po Study Hall (ﬁ‘*%ﬁ?};ﬁ) and this one have co-related group value.
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Around 12 children were taught at the hall by a Cheung King-shung (§;§EJ Social Value,
) a Christian graduated from a university in Beijing. He later taught at the Tat & Local
Tak School (i #=294%) of Ping Shan. The hall is also for ancestral worship with Interest
rows of soul tablets of the Kwan-chuen’s lineage displayed at the finely carved
altar.



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 170 Yee Kuk Street,
Sham Shui Po, Kowloon

The exact year of construction of No. 170 Yee Kuk Street (f2-)f) is not
known, but it is believed to be a pre-World War Il building. According to the
Land Registry, the 75-year lease was granted on 1 July 1898, and the annual
crown rent was $134 per annum. The previous owner was Wong Kwan-ying
and the present owner is Suen Chi-kun who purchased the ground floor of the
building at a total cost of $330,000 in 1977, the first and the second floors at a
total cost of $500,000 in 1986. The architectural style indicates that this
shophouse was probably built in the 1920s. It is a typical shophouse with the
ground floor and part of the first floor used for commercial purposes, and the
upper floors used for residential purposes.

No. 170 Yee Kuk Street is a typical Verandah Style Shophouse with the
front of the building projecting out over the pavement. Classical style columns
support the verandahs which have been enclosed with steel framed windows.
The projecting verandahs form a covered walkway in front of the ground floor
shop. The building is three stories high and the Neo-Classical front facade is
rendered and painted white with red Chinese characters painted on each of the
columns and the horizontal parts of the facade. Internally some original floor
tiles and ceiling cornices can still be seen. Unusually for shophouses kitchen
and toilet facilities have been provided. Another unusual feature is the staircase
known as a half-turn stair which climbs up three sides of the front portion of the
house with landings in each corner. The staircase appears to continue up to the
flat roof where it presumably ends in a bulkhead.

Shophouses are becoming rarer year by year due to redevelopment. No.
170 Yee Kuk Street therefore is a rare piece of built heritage. Its authenticity
and original appearance has been affected to some extent by enclosure of the
front verandahs and internal alterations. These may however be considered as
reversible.

The social value of the shophouse lies in the contribution it has made to
urban development. It has evolved through several types. This particular
shophouse is one of the early types and is part of the historical urban fabric of
Sham Shui Po. It is probably of interest to historians and conservationists.
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Located at Yee Kuk Street, No. 170 is close to a number of historic Group Value
buildings along the same street namely Tin Hau Temple (:\f,’ifq) and Sham
Shui Po Public Dispensary (¥%-<#f##54). Other historical buildings nearby
are Mo Tai Temple (i TIJEFEJ) at the rear of the Dispensary, Sam Tai Tsz Temple
and Pak Tai Temple (= #i"ﬁqwj“—ﬁ”ﬁq), Sham Shui Po Police Station (3% -+
HEEEEH), and a number of shophouses at Nos. 117, 119, 121, 123 and 125 Nam

Cheong Street f'JFE'lfjﬁ Nos. 48, 50 and 52 Ki Lung Street Zl[£ff"and Nos.
269 and 271 Yu Chau Street Street & /||

An adaptive re-use could probably be found, but the shophouse’s Adaptive
authenticity might be affected. The best use is for it to continue to be used for Re-use
its present purpose, but pressure to redevelop the site might eventually be too
great.



Historic Building Appraisal
Entrance Gate
Tai Tseng Ng Uk Tsuen, Wang Chau, Yuen Long

Ng Uk Tsuen (}4%'F7) in Wang Chau (ffﬁ?’\'\') was a one-clan village set up in
1556 by Ng Kei-cheong ($iE FH‘)’ a 12™ generation ancestor who came from
Nanyuan (') village of Dongguan (Flik). The Ngs were farmers of crops and
vegetables having their produce sold at the Yuen Long Market. The entrance gate of
the village was built in 1862 for defense purposes. A niche on the ground floor
houses the Earth God (- #9) statue and another of the deity Fui Shing (% &) is on
the cockloft for worship. The former is the guardian of the village whilst the latter
is for worship of expecting official position and successful in literature.

The entrance gate is a one-hall two-storey structure of Qing (&) dynasty. It is
constructed of green bricks with its walls supporting its pitched roofs of timber
purlins, battens, fir boards and ceramic tiles. Its recessed entrance has a rectangular
doorway in its front facade and an arched one to the other end. Its door bases and
lintel are of granite with a big circular hole above the doorway for fung shui reason.
Wall friezes under the eave are with flowers-and-birds and landscape paintings. Its
ridge is without any decoration. Its flooring is with cement screeding.

The building is of some built heritage value. Its authenticity is kept without
much alteration. It is a structure to remind the settlement of the Ngs in the village.

An Earth God shrine nearby and this gate have related group value.

Villagers will take turn for the cleaning of the gate and giving offerings to the
two deities. In the old days, the village had Gang Lin (R1xj) service, security and
patrol services, for the protection of the entire village. The gate acted as their
defense point against any outside intrusion. Two guns are still left on the cockloft of
the gate. Villagers also have martial arts practice around the gate. Fa Pow (%)
and Chung Yeung Festival (£1[#2]]) celebration activities were held in front of the
gate with lion dance, basin meals and others. The security functions of the gate
have gone, but it still serves as a passing gate for the villagers.
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Historic Building Appraisal
No. 329 Shan Ha Tsuen,
Ping Shan, Yuen Long, New Territories

The house under study is one of four individual but adjoining residential
units, Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen (/[ ™ £5f). The houses were built in 1932
by the Cheung (3=) family. There were four brothers in the Cheung family. The
eldest brother was a sailor but died in the US. His family built Nos. 329-332
and purchased 10 acres of land in the village with the compensation. Four
Cheung brothers and their families lived in the houses. A descendant of the
third brother, Cheung Hei (3=%:), still lives in No. 329, but Nos. 330 to 332
were vacated in the 1970s and have been empty ever since.

The houses are a mixture of Chinese vernacular and Western styles and
can be classified as Chinese Eclectic. The houses are built of local grey bricks.
The main central part of the building has a pitched roof of Chinese tiles with
gable end walls. The rear part, originally kitchens, has a flat roof. Windows are
small and regularly spaced and some have hood mouldings for weather
protection. The front fagade is built in Western Neo-Classical style with an open
verandah on the ground floor. Five square brick columns support open sided
projecting balconies or verandahs at first floor level. The columns extend up to
roof level supporting an entablature, cornice and ornamental parapet with
panels and posts capped with ball-shaped ornaments. The parapet has a central
stepped pediment. Urn-shaped balusters still exist to the first floor balconies.
The roof over the front verandahs is flat. Doors and windows are traditional
wooden units. Internally original staircases still survive. There is a small
detached single-storey building with grey brick walls and a Chinese tiled roof
which was used as a kitchen at the south end of the houses, and a ruined
cowshed at the north end. Some sections of the red-brick wall which used to
enclose the wo tong (+* f’?}) in front of the houses still remain.

Village houses of mixed style are not uncommon in rural areas, so that
Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen are not particularly rare. They do have built
heritage value however. Fortunately they have not been modernised so that they
retain their original appearance and authenticity. Unfortunately the front fagade
of No. 329 has been painted white but this probably reversible.

The social value of the houses lies in the role they played in the lives of
the Cheung family. The houses illustrate how a farming family in a rural
community lived in the old days. Besides, the Cheung family probably had a
close relationship with the Tangs of Ping Shan, as Cheung Fo-on (3={*"), the
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father of Cheung Hei, donated money to renovate the Tat Tak Communal Hall
(GE # > Fr). On the other hand, the architectural style reflects Western
influence introduced by members of the family who had worked overseas. The
houses therefore have considerable social value and local interest.

It is difficult to come up with an appropriate adaptive re-use for these Adaptive
houses. Most of the villagers have moved away and there is no farming now. Re-use
Adaptive re-use depends a lot on the requirements of the local community.



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 330 Shan Ha Tsuen,
Ping Shan, Yuen Long, New Territories

The house under study is one of four individual but adjoining residential
units, Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen (/[ ™ £5f). The houses were built in 1932
by the Cheung (3=) family. There were four brothers in the Cheung family. The
eldest brother was a sailor but died in the US. His family built Nos. 329-332
and purchased 10 acres of land in the village with the compensation. Four
Cheung brothers and their families lived in the houses. A descendant of the
third brother, Cheung Hei (3=%:), still lives in No. 329, but Nos. 330 to 332
were vacated in the 1970s and have been empty ever since.

The houses are a mixture of Chinese vernacular and Western styles and
can be classified as Chinese Eclectic. The houses are built of local grey bricks.
The main central part of the building has a pitched roof of Chinese tiles with
gable end walls. The rear part, originally kitchens, has a flat roof. Windows are
small and regularly spaced and some have hood mouldings for weather
protection. The front fagade is built in Western Neo-Classical style with an open
verandah on the ground floor. Five square brick columns support open sided
projecting balconies or verandahs at first floor level. The columns extend up to
roof level supporting an entablature, cornice and ornamental parapet with
panels and posts capped with ball-shaped ornaments. The parapet has a central
stepped pediment. Urn-shaped balusters still exist to the first floor balconies.
The roof over the front verandahs is flat. Doors and windows are traditional
wooden units. Internally original staircases still survive. There is a small
detached single-storey building with grey brick walls and a Chinese tiled roof
which was used as a kitchen at the south end of the houses, and a ruined
cowshed at the north end. Some sections of the red-brick wall which used to
enclose the wo tong (+* f’?}) in front of the houses still remain.

Village houses of mixed style are not uncommon in rural areas, so that
Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen are not particularly rare. They do have built
heritage value however. Fortunately they have not been modernised so that they
retain their original appearance and authenticity. Unfortunately the front fagade
of No. 329 has been painted white but this probably reversible.

The social value of the houses lies in the role they played in the lives of
the Cheung family. The houses illustrate how a farming family in a rural
community lived in the old days. Besides, the Cheung family probably had a
close relationship with the Tangs of Ping Shan, as Cheung Fo-on (3={*"), the
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father of Cheung Hei, donated money to renovate the Tat Tak Communal Hall
(GE ™ F1). On the other hand, the architectural style also reflects Western
influence introduced by members of the family who had worked overseas. The
houses therefore have considerable social value and local interest.

It is difficult to come up with an appropriate adaptive re-use for these Adaptive
houses. Most of the villagers have moved away and there is no farming now. Re-use
Adaptive re-use depends a lot on the requirements of the local community.



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 331 Shan Ha Tsuen,
Ping Shan, Yuen Long, New Territories

The house under study is one of four individual but adjoining residential
units, Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen (/[ ™ £5f). The houses were built in 1932
by the Cheung (3=) family. There were four brothers in the Cheung family. The
eldest brother was a sailor but died in the US. His family built Nos. 329-332
and purchased 10 acres of land in the village with the compensation. Four
Cheung brothers and their families lived in the houses. A descendant of the
third brother, Cheung Hei (3=%:), still lives in No. 329, but Nos. 330 to 332
were vacated in the 1970s and have been empty ever since.

The houses are a mixture of Chinese vernacular and Western styles and
can be classified as Chinese Eclectic. The houses are built of local grey bricks.
The main central part of the building has a pitched roof of Chinese tiles with
gable end walls. The rear part, originally kitchens, has a flat roof. Windows are
small and regularly spaced and some have hood mouldings for weather
protection. The front fagade is built in Western Neo-Classical style with an open
verandah on the ground floor. Five square brick columns support open sided
projecting balconies or verandahs at first floor level. The columns extend up to
roof level supporting an entablature, cornice and ornamental parapet with
panels and posts capped with ball-shaped ornaments. The parapet has a central
stepped pediment. Urn-shaped balusters still exist to the first floor balconies.
The roof over the front verandahs is flat. Doors and windows are traditional
wooden units. Internally original staircases still survive. There is a small
detached single-storey building with grey brick walls and a Chinese tiled roof
which was used as a kitchen at the south end of the houses, and a ruined
cowshed at the north end. Some sections of the red-brick wall which used to
enclose the wo tong (+* f’?}) in front of the houses still remain.

Village houses of mixed style are not uncommon in rural areas, so that
Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen are not particularly rare. They do have built
heritage value however. Fortunately they have not been modernised so that they
retain their original appearance and authenticity. Unfortunately the front fagade
of No. 329 has been painted white but this probably reversible.

The social value of the houses lies in the role they played in the lives of
the Cheung family. The houses illustrate how a farming family in a rural
community lived in the old days. Besides, the Cheung family probably had a
close relationship with the Tangs of Ping Shan, as Cheung Fo-on (3={*"), the
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father of Cheung Hei, donated money to renovate the Tat Tak Communal Hall
(E ™ Fr). On the other hand, the architectural style also reflects Western
influence introduced by members of the family who had worked overseas. The
houses therefore have considerable social value and local interest.

It is difficult to come up with an appropriate adaptive re-use for these Adaptive
houses. Most of the villagers have moved away and there is no farming now. Re-use
Adaptive re-use depends a lot on the requirements of the local community.



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 332 Shan Ha Tsuen,
Ping Shan, Yuen Long, New Territories

The house under study is one of four individual but adjoining residential
units, Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen (/[ ™ £5f). The houses were built in 1932
by the Cheung (3=) family. There were four brothers in the Cheung family. The
eldest brother was a sailor but died in the US. His family built Nos. 329-332
and purchased 10 acres of land in the village with the compensation. Four
Cheung brothers and their families lived in the houses. A descendant of the
third brother, Cheung Hei (3=%:), still lives in No. 329, but Nos. 330 to 332
were vacated in the 1970s and have been empty ever since.

The houses are a mixture of Chinese vernacular and Western styles and
can be classified as Chinese Eclectic. The houses are built of local grey bricks.
The main central part of the building has a pitched roof of Chinese tiles with
gable end walls. The rear part, originally kitchens, has a flat roof. Windows are
small and regularly spaced and some have hood mouldings for weather
protection. The front fagade is built in Western Neo-Classical style with an open
verandah on the ground floor. Five square brick columns support open sided
projecting balconies or verandahs at first floor level. The columns extend up to
roof level supporting an entablature, cornice and ornamental parapet with
panels and posts capped with ball-shaped ornaments. The parapet has a central
stepped pediment. Urn-shaped balusters still exist to the first floor balconies.
The roof over the front verandahs is flat. Doors and windows are traditional
wooden units. Internally original staircases still survive. There is a small
detached single-storey building with grey brick walls and a Chinese tiled roof
which was used as a kitchen at the south end of the houses, and a ruined
cowshed at the north end. Some sections of the red-brick wall which used to
enclose the wo tong (+* f’?}) in front of the houses still remain.

Village houses of mixed style are not uncommon in rural areas, so that
Nos. 329 to 332, Shan Ha Tsuen are not particularly rare. They do have built
heritage value however. Fortunately they have not been modernised so that they
retain their original appearance and authenticity. Unfortunately the front fagade
of No. 329 has been painted white but this probably reversible.

The social value of the houses lies in the role they played in the lives of
the Cheung family. The houses illustrate how a farming family in a rural
community lived in the old days. Besides, the Cheung family probably had a
close relationship with the Tangs of Ping Shan, as Cheung Fo-on (3={*"), the
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father of Cheung Hei, donated money to renovate the Tat Tak Communal Hall
(E ™ Fr). On the other hand, the architectural style also reflects Western
influence introduced by members of the family who had worked overseas. The
houses therefore have considerable social value and local interest.

It is difficult to come up with an appropriate adaptive re-use for these Adaptive
houses. Most of the villagers have moved away and there is no farming now. Re-use
Adaptive re-use depends a lot on the requirements of the local community.



Historic Building Appraisal
Lai Mansion
No. 485 Lai Uk Tsuen, Pat Heung, Yuen Long

The 4™ generation ancestor of the Lai (?J?) clan in Pat Heung, Lai
Tung-suen (fzj‘?iéi}.’s), moved from Huizhou (Ei’[[) of Guangdong (’?ﬁlﬁ\l)
province to Dongguan (k) and then to Kam Tin (,%ﬁ}E' 1 in the Ming ([,
A.D. 1368-1644) dynasty. Lai Hui-wan (tzj‘?ﬁ =) the 13™ generation
ancestor and an officer of the Qing (&, 1644-1911) government, moved with
his clansmen to Tze Tong Tsuen (ﬁ‘]}gﬁ’ﬁ) after harassment with the Tangs
(&f) in Kam Tin.

Lai Mansion (TJFJ,'JZ*EF*J) in Lai Uk Tsuen (f?;f"ﬁ) in the south of Pat
Heung (7" 5¥), Yuen Long, was built by Lai Kam-tai (?}?ézf 1856-1916). It
was completed in 1919 after his death. Lai Kam-tai was a 24" generation
member of the Lais. He first worked as a labourer in the gold mines in
Australia in the gold rush years. He then worked in a company in Syndey on
the trading of white sandalwood and dry seafood such as abalone and sea
cucumber. He later became a manger of the company. He gained his fortune
and returned home. Kam-tai bought lands in Pat Heung with his money and
founded a trading company in Sheung Wan (_F2§) called Kam Tai (éﬁ,—?).
He established the Lai Uk Tsuen and built his residence, the Chik Kwai
Study Hall (ﬁjﬁ?{éﬁ) in 1899 and a stable in the village.

The mansion was designed by a well-known builder Tsoi Po-tin (¥} 1,
1872-1944) of the Wing Yik Company (552%° fil). He was a successful
businessman and a resident of Wang Chau (ﬁﬁ%‘\'). The mansion is in front of
the Chik Kwai Study Hall of the village both facing northwest. The mansion
is slightly smaller than the study hall. A semi-circular lotus pond was in front
of the building but has been filled up. An open forecourt was in front of the
building surrounded by a low boundary wall. A pitched-roof entrance gate is
on the left side of the wall and the middle of the front boundary wall is
decorated with green glazed vase-shaped ceramic balustrades. It is a
two-storey  medium-sized Qing vernacular  building having a
two-hall-one-courtyard plan of three bays. The open courtyard is between the
front and main halls. The building is constructed of green bricks with its
walls to support its pitched roofs of timbers, rafters, purlins and clay tiles. An
altar is in the middle of the end wall of the main hall in the middle bay
housing a soul tablet of Kam-tai for worship. One side room is on either side
of the front and main halls which has a staircase for access to the upper
storey. The two-storey rooms were intended for Kam-tai’s four sons. A
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kitchen is on the left of the open courtyard. The two ridges are in boat shape
with plastered mouldings of flowers, auspicious animals and birds. Wall
frieze plastered mouldings are also on the front fagcade and at the gable walls
of flowers, rocks, birds and others.

It is a residential building of the Lais to witness their settlement in the
village.

It has high built heritage value.

The mansion was repaired in 1962 and 1979. The authenticity of the
building is kept.

It has group value with the Chik Kwai Study Hall and the stable built by
Lai Kam-tai in the village.

Kam-tai also worked with others to establish the Hop Yik Company (FA‘
Fa fil ) in Yuen Long which later set up the Yuen Long New Market (7 K|
bt ) in 1915. As he was well-versed in English, he acted as a coordinator
of the villagers and the government. The mansion was occupied by his four
sons, namely, Hou-fuk (H/ &), Sam-fuk (Zt&), Wo-fuk (F{'#&) and Au-fuk
(1 #&). During the Japanese Occupation (1941-45) a Japanese commander
lived in the building for a few months. Only a few numbers of the Lai
descendents are stilling residing in the building. Ancestral worship were
made to the soul tablet of Kam-tai at the altar in the main hall of the building
with offerings at the Chinese New Year, the Ching Ming (7&¥]4]) and Chung
Yeung (E1[#a]) Festivals.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Kwan Tai Temple
Ha Tsuen Shi, Yuen Long

Kwan Tai Temple (Fﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁq) in Ha Tsuen Shi (’Eﬁm, Ha Tsuen Market) of Ha
Tsuen was erected in the 1760s of the Qianlong reign (§iz#, 1736-1795), the Qing
(J&) dynasty, at the same time the small market was established. The exact time
when the temple was built is unknown. It was constructed at the rear end of a
south-east running lane of the market. The temple was for the worship of Kwan
Tai, a mythical general known for his bravery, loyalty and righteousness. The deity
was mostly worshipped by the villagers and traders of all walks. He served as the
guardian god of the village other than the earth god of the village which shrine is
at the east corner of the market.

The tiny temple is a one-hall structure measured around three by four metres. Its
porch sitting on a lane has two arched openings built to two ends giving access to
the south-west and north-east running of another lane. The building is a green
brick structure with load-bearing walls and timber purlins supporting the roof. Part
of its external and internal walls are plastered or concreted. The ridge mouldings
of geometric and rock patterns have been made concrete. The facia board with
floral engraving is unsightly painted. The mouldings with curling grass, vase and
birds patterns on the arches of the porch are painted in chrome yellow.

The small Kwan Tai Temple of over 200 years is rare.

The tiny temple has some considerable built heritage value though it has not
been properly maintained.

The temple was renovated in 1858, 1892, 1904, 1914 and in some others not
recorded.

It is a part of the market and a remaining part of the existing structures
(gateways, gate tower, village houses and others).

Tai Ping Ching Chiu ("~ J&[i) held every 10 years in Ha Tsuen is organized
by the 16 villages of the village . The Kwan Tai deity together with others will be
invited to ‘watch’ various activities including rituals to console souls of the dead,
to exorcise evil spirits, to beg for peace and others. The birthday of the deity on the
13" day of the fifth lunar month will be celebrated but not so popular as before.
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Historic Building Appraisal
No. 35 Bonham Road, Hong Kong

The residential building at No. 35 Bonham Road (ﬁ]&ﬁfﬁ) already existed
and was occupied before the Japanese invasion of Hong Kong in 1941. During
the Vietnam War, which ended in 1975, the G/F of the building was occupied
by a bakery which provided quality bread to American soldiers arriving in
Hong Kong. Later on, the building was used as a stationery store and a real
estate agent. Now a “slim beauty centre” is occupying the ground floor.

No. 35 Bonham Road is a four-stories high building which originally may
have been part of a terrace but now stands on its own. The ground floor is a
shop occupied by a beauty parlour, but the upper floors appear to be residential.
The front fagade facing Bonham Road is a nice Neo-Classical composition
featuring a pedimented entrance at street level and open colonnaded and
balustraded balconies at each upper floor level. The parapet features a
semi-circular pediment with a cartouche in the tynpanum and a classical style
urn at the apex. The balcony balustrades are cross-braced in the Regency style
and the columns are in the Doric Order. An unusual feature is the triangular
shape of the balconies, a device to suit the splayed frontage. Internally, some
original patterned encaustic floor tiles still remain.

Most of the old Western style buildings along Bonham Road have been
replaced with high-rise blocks so that No. 35 is now a rare surviving historic
example with obvious built heritage value. Modern window replacements, air
conditioners, the shop front, signage and roof top structures have affected the
building’s authenticity, but it still manages to retain an elegant appearance.

Only the ground floor shop would have social value to the community, the
upper floors being used for residential purposes. As a surviving example of
historic Western classical style architecture in Bonham Road it has local
interest.

Four tenement buildings are found not further away at Nos. 9-10 Yu Lok
Lane (E%%¢E!) and Nos. 2 and 19 Hing Hon Road (%¥j&:fi). A number of
famous historic buildings are also found nearby, such as the Main Building of
St. Stephen’s Girls’ College (ZF- £~ 2 £ = #1) (Declared Monument),
King’s College (Zr}igl?}[iﬁa‘), Old Tsan Yuk Maternity Hospital ({%@ﬁ}%ﬁ?ﬁ)
and the Main Building of the University of Hong Kong Fﬁ?ﬁ*?ﬁ¢ﬁﬁ4\$§1
(Declared Monument).
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The internal layout of each floor is not known so that it is difficult to Adaptive
suggest a suitable adaptive re-use. The best use is probably that for which it is Re-use
being used at present.



Historic Building Appraisal
Nos. 6 and 8 Kennedy Road
Mid-levels, Hong Kong

Nos.6 and 8 Kennedy Road are a mirrored pair of residential blocks in the
same design. They are symmetrical to each other and main entrances leading up
by two short flights of steps are opened in the middle. They were built as a
residence by a prominent businessman Mr. Li Koon-chun (% }?a‘;f\,) and his
family. Li Koon-chun was the father of Li Fook-shu (% f&4#}), Li Fook-sean
(% ?‘E%), Li Fook-hing (% &%) and Li Fook-shiu (% #&-J*) who were famous
and influential figures in Hong Kong.

No. 8 Kennedy Road was built in 1927. As the family extended Mr. Li
Koon-chun erected another adjoining building, No. 6 Kennedy Road, in 1935.
According to a chauffeur of the Li family since pre-World War Il times,
different floors of the premises were designated to Li Koon-chun’s sons. The Li
family moved out of the premises in the 1960s. It is understood that most of the
floors are vacant except the fourth floor which is the office of Li Fook-hing,
the third son of Li Koon-chun, after his retirement in 1991.

Nos. 6 and 8 Kennedy Road are identical four-storey residential blocks
with semi-basements. The architectural style is Neo-Classical with Art Deco
and Art Nouveau influence. The front facades show strong verticality in the
lonic and Tuscan Order columns. Classical features include projecting moulded
cornices, dentil mouldings, a frieze of triglyphs and moulded panels below the
windows. The windows are transomed tripartite wooden windows with
ornamental glazing bar patterns. Some Art Deco features can be seen on the
facade, and Art Nouveau patterns in the ornamental ironwork grilles and
fanlights at the main entrance doors. The entrance doors also have Art Deco
influenced wooden door surrounds. The facade with its mixture of style has a
rather French appearance and the architect may have been influenced by the
Beaux Arts style of architecture of the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris.

This architectural style is rarely found in Hong Kong and these two houses
have considerable built heritage value and architectural merit. The front facade
retains much of its original authentic appearance, although the roof parapet of
No. 6 has been altered and air-conditioners have been installed at various
places.

The houses have social value and local interest as former residences of the
Li family, many of whom have been prominent leading figures in the
community. They have played important roles in the development of Hong
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Kong.

Nos. 6 and 8 Kennedy Road are physically close to a number of historic
buildings, namely, St. Paul’s Co-educational College (ZH{HELf1# ([155), First
Church of Christ Scientist (gﬁﬁ[?f’ -WF“[?%FS‘I— ﬁﬁf’?), Ex-Commodore’s
House ({1 FfAF), No. 28 Kennedy Road and Union Church (Fﬁ?ﬁfﬁ?ﬁf;?ﬁf‘).
Many Declared Monuments are also nearby; for example, Helena May (f&=. *
icie2 Fﬁl), St. Joseph’s College (EJFI%'[E%IF*:[[S%), and Government House (F“,iﬂﬁ%
FR).

The best use for the buildings is residential for which they were originally
built. Business and commercial operations would not be suitable especially if
they involved erection of signage on the facade.

Group Value

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Nos. 6 and 8 Kennedy Road
Mid-levels, Hong Kong

Nos.6 and 8 Kennedy Road are a mirrored pair of residential blocks in the
same design. They are symmetrical to each other and main entrances leading up
by two short flights of steps are opened in the middle. They were built as a
residence by a prominent businessman Mr. Li Koon-chun (% }?a‘;f\,) and his
family. Li Koon-chun was the father of Li Fook-shu (% f&4#}), Li Fook-sean
(% ?‘E%), Li Fook-hing (% &%) and Li Fook-shiu (% #&-J*) who were famous
and influential figures in Hong Kong.

No. 8 Kennedy Road was built in 1927. As the family extended Mr. Li
Koon-chun erected another adjoining building, No. 6 Kennedy Road, in 1935.
According to a chauffeur of the Li family since pre-World War Il times,
different floors of the premises were designated to Li Koon-chun’s sons. The Li
family moved out of the premises in the 1960s. It is understood that most of the
floors are vacant except the fourth floor which is the office of Li Fook-hing,
the third son of Li Koon-chun, after his retirement in 1991.

Nos. 6 and 8 Kennedy Road are identical four-storey residential blocks
with semi-basements. The architectural style is Neo-Classical with Art Deco
and Art Nouveau influence. The front facades show strong verticality in the
lonic and Tuscan Order columns. Classical features include projecting moulded
cornices, dentil mouldings, a frieze of triglyphs and moulded panels below the
windows. The windows are transomed tripartite wooden windows with
ornamental glazing bar patterns. Some Art Deco features can be seen on the
facade, and Art Nouveau patterns in the ornamental ironwork grilles and
fanlights at the main entrance doors. The entrance doors also have Art Deco
influenced wooden door surrounds. The facade with its mixture of style has a
rather French appearance and the architect may have been influenced by the
Beaux Arts style of architecture of the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris.

This architectural style is rarely found in Hong Kong and these two houses
have considerable built heritage value and architectural merit. The front facade
retains much of its original authentic appearance, although the roof parapet of
No. 6 has been altered and air-conditioners have been installed at various
places.

The houses have social value and local interest as former residences of the
Li family, many of whom have been prominent leading figures in the
community. They have played important roles in the development of Hong
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Kong.

Nos. 6 and 8 Kennedy Road are physically close to a number of historic
buildings, namely, St. Paul’s Co-educational College (ZH{HELf1# ([155), First
Church of Christ Scientist (gﬁﬁ[?f’ -WF“[?%FS‘I— ﬁﬁf’?), Ex-Commodore’s
House ({1 FfAF), No. 28 Kennedy Road and Union Church (Fﬁ?ﬁfﬁ?ﬁf;?ﬁf‘).
Many Declared Monuments are also nearby; for example, Helena May (f&=. *
icie2 Fﬁl), St. Joseph’s College (EJFI%'[E%IF*:[[S%), and Government House (F“,iﬂﬁ%
FR).

The best use for the buildings is residential for which they were originally
built. Business and commercial operations would not be suitable especially if
they involved erection of signage on the facade.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Aberdeen Lower Reservoir

(Aberdeen Management Centre, Chemical House & Air Vents, Dam,

Valve House, & Pump House)
Aberdeen Reservoir Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong

Being the fifth reservoir constructed on Hong Kong Island, Aberdeen
Reservoir was established for solving the water shortage problem in the
western part of the Island and once was connected with water pipes from
Pokfulam Reservoir before 1930s. The Reservoir project was advocated by
Governor Sir Cecil Clementi (\_AE?P%T\, in office 1925-1930) in 1928. The
Reservoir comprises the Upper Reservoir (f*fkfﬁ, 1931) and the Lower
Reservoir (* 7}%’??[, 1932). The former was completed in 1931 while the latter
was completed in 1932 and built on the site of Tai Shing Paper Manufacturing
Co. (AAYATHE). In the 1960s, the catchwater channels were extended to
enhance supply.

Located in Aberdeen Lower Reservoir, the Aberdeen Management
Centre (Fﬁ%"i'-d*iﬂﬁ* -'Ffiﬁﬁ,'ﬂllb\) is a single storey rectangular building
with rendered and painted walls and a pitched roof of Chinese tiles. There is an
open verandah along one side formed by square concrete columns supporting
the overhanging pitched roof. Window openings are regularly spaced and fitted
with aluminum casements. Doors open on to the verandah. The projecting ends
of concrete purlins can be seen in the gable end walls. The purlins and columns
are finished with mosaic tiles. Modern air-conditioners are fitted into window
openings on the rear elevation. The building is set on a heavy splayed painted
concrete plinth.

The Chemical House ({™Z*FUR[) is s small square red-brick building
built at one side of a covered service reservoir. It has a flat roof with a simple
parapet and projecting cornice of concrete all the way around. The building is
raised off a heavy splayed brick plinth. The doorway which is fitted with a
louvred steel door has a heavy concrete lintel over it. The window openings
which are blocked up also have heavy concrete lintels and cills. There are a
number of cast iron Air Vents (%[ 1) of standard waterworks design situated
on top of the covered reservoir to release vapours.

The Dam (7<) was probably designed in-house by staff of the Hong
Kong Government Waterworks Department and constructed by Kin Lee and
Co. It is a concrete gravity dam faced with ashlar masonry with a vertical rear
wall and a battered or inclined front wall facing downstream. The dam has a
rounded overspill and carries a footbridge along the top with guard rails and
posts on either side.
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The Valve House (7[<iF]%!) is a small square independent structure at the
rear of the dam connected to it by a small bridge. It appears to be built of
concrete marked with lines to resemble classical masonry, with moulded
projecting band courses, a plinth and small parapet. It is painted white in
contrast to the natural granite facing of the dam.

The Pump House (%IL%') is a small single-storey red-brick structure with
painted concrete plinth, lintels, cills, cornice and parapet coping. The walls are
strengthened with square brick piers. Windows are steel framed casements
divided into small glazing squares. The roof is flat, and a small rendered and
painted annex with louvred windows has been built on at the back.

The reservoir structures, which can all be classified as Utilitarian, are
interesting waterworks engineering structures of the 1930s period. As such they
are quite rare and should be regarded as having considerable built heritage
value. All the structures seem to have retained their authentic appearance.

The Aberdeen Lower Reservoir’s social value lies in its contribution to the
development of Hong Kong’s water supply system. It is now a part of the local
landscape and attracts visits and hikers to the area.

Aberdeen Reservoir is a major part of the landscape of the Aberdeen
Country Park and Hong Kong Trail for many visitors.

As utilitarian waterworks structures, the Dam and its associated structures
can hardly be adapted for alternative re-use unless they were demolished and
the materials salvaged for other purposes. This is unlikely to happen.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Nos. 187 and 189 Apliu Street,
Sham Shui Po, Kowloon

Apliu Street (f5€¢d%) was developed in the early 1900s and Nos. 187 and
189 appear from Land Registry records to have been built in the early 1920s.
No. 187 Shophouse has been discarded for over twenty years. Due to the lack
of renovation, the surface of the building is seriously damaged. Not much else
seems to be known about the history of these adjoining shophouses.

The village of Sham Shui Po was built on land owned by the Tang family
(&51%%) of Kam Tin (.%,ﬁ}E' Nand also the Chow family, Lee family, Chang family,
Wong family etc. In the past, the north of Sham Shui Po village was a cluster of
matsheds where the huts were built on the beach and partly over water. This
street, called Apliu (f5%) meaning Duck Sheds, has retained much of the
remnants of the secular life. The site allows contemplation of the fundamentals
of every day living of the average immigrant to Hong Kong.

The building is designed in an “one-stair for two-flats” type (= FIf4{*) ,
of which two shophouses share a stairway in between. It is three stories high
with the first floor verandah jutting out over the pavement supported on
columns to create a covered pedestrian walkway or arcade. The front facade is
designed in Neo-Classical character featuring Tuscan Order columns and
ornamental balustrades to verandahs. The side elevation features a fine classical
window with columns supporting an architraved arch and keystone. The ground
floor storey is formed of masonry blocks but the upper stories are stuccoed.
Original doors and windows still exist.

Shophouses are now quite rare in Hong Kong. According to a survey
conducted in 1997 by the Antiquities and Monuments Offices only 600
shophouses still survive. The Verandah Type shophouse which projects over the
pavement was prohibited after the Second World War. Nos. 187 and 189 are
representative examples of pre-war shophouses and should be preserved as an
important part of Sham Shui Po’s built heritage. Some alterations have been
made over the years such as enclosure of verandahs with windows, rooftop
structures and unsightly pipework, but the original appearance of the
shophouses is still retained.

The social value of the shophouses lies in their historical role in the
commercial development of Sham Shui Po and for the cheap residential
accommodation they provided. Although now very dilapidated and run down,
the old shophouses give local interest to Apliu Street.
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Structures nearby are mainly medium-rise building. Some other pre-war
historical shophouses are also found in Sham Shui Po, such as Nos. 117-125
Nam Cheong Street (FPJFEH?;?) and Nos. 130 & 132 Ki Lung Street (EL[£).

High-rise buildings are relatively few.

The shophouses probably could be restored to their former condition
successfully, but upgrading of services such as electricity and water supplies
and especially sanitary provisions would need to be undertaken at the same
time. The regeneration or revitalization of Sham Shui Po is needed due to urban
decay and deterioration of buildings due to lack of care and maintenance.
Rehabilitation is preferred over new development, but not maximizing
development potential means either compensation to owners or transfer of
development rights.

Group Value

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Nos. 187 and 189 Apliu Street,
Sham Shui Po, Kowloon

Apliu Street (f5€¢d%) was developed in the early 1900s and Nos. 187 and
189 appear from Land Registry records to have been built in the early 1920s.
No. 187 Shophouse has been discarded for over twenty years. Due to the lack
of renovation, the surface of the building is seriously damaged. Not much else
seems to be known about the history of these adjoining shophouses.

The village of Sham Shui Po was built on land owned by the Tang family
(&51%%) of Kam Tin (.%,ﬁ}E' Nand also the Chow family, Lee family, Chang family,
Wong family etc. In the past, the north of Sham Shui Po village was a cluster of
matsheds where the huts were built on the beach and partly over water. This
street, called Apliu (f5%) meaning Duck Sheds, has retained much of the
remnants of the secular life. The site allows contemplation of the fundamentals
of every day living of the average immigrant to Hong Kong.

The building is designed in an “one-stair for two-flats” type (= FIf4{*) ,
of which two shophouses share a stairway in between. It is three stories high
with the first floor verandah jutting out over the pavement supported on
columns to create a covered pedestrian walkway or arcade. The front facade is
designed in Neo-Classical character featuring Tuscan Order columns and
ornamental balustrades to verandahs. The side elevation features a fine classical
window with columns supporting an architraved arch and keystone. The ground
floor storey is formed of masonry blocks but the upper stories are stuccoed.
Original doors and windows still exist.

Shophouses are now quite rare in Hong Kong. According to a survey
conducted in 1997 by the Antiquities and Monuments Offices only 600
shophouses still survive. The Verandah Type shophouse which projects over the
pavement was prohibited after the Second World War. Nos. 187 and 189 are
representative examples of pre-war shophouses and should be preserved as an
important part of Sham Shui Po’s built heritage. Some alterations have been
made over the years such as enclosure of verandahs with windows, rooftop
structures and unsightly pipework, but the original appearance of the
shophouses is still retained.

The social value of the shophouses lies in their historical role in the
commercial development of Sham Shui Po and for the cheap residential
accommodation they provided. Although now very dilapidated and run down,
the old shophouses give local interest to Apliu Street.
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Structures nearby are mainly medium-rise building. Some other pre-war
historical shophouses are also found in Sham Shui Po, such as Nos. 117-125
Nam Cheong Street (FPJFEH?;?) and Nos. 130 & 132 Ki Lung Street (EL[£).

High-rise buildings are relatively few.

The shophouses probably could be restored to their former condition
successfully, but upgrading of services such as electricity and water supplies
and especially sanitary provisions would need to be undertaken at the same
time. The regeneration or revitalization of Sham Shui Po is needed due to urban
decay and deterioration of buildings due to lack of care and maintenance.
Rehabilitation is preferred over new development, but not maximizing
development potential means either compensation to owners or transfer of
development rights.

Group Value

Adaptive
Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Precious Blood Convent
No. 86 Un Chau Street, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon

Established in 1929, the Convent of the Precious Blood (%ﬁf"ﬁ? E153)
was built for the Congregation of the Sisters of the Precious Blood (SR ™
+ ["%Fﬁ) after they gained independence from the Canossian Congregation in
1922. Over the past seven decades, the convent building has not only served as
a private residence and summer retreat house for the Precious Blood Sisters, but
also a symbol of charity, for the Sisters contributed to the well-being of Hong
Kong society in the areas of education, social welfare and medical care.

The Convent was completed on 1 July 1929, and part of it was converted
into an orphanage accommodating babies of destitute parents. The idea of a
proper children’s hospital was raised on 25 July 1934 with the encouragement
of Governor Sir William Peel who had previously visited the convent. The
idea finally materialized in 1937 when the Precious Blood Hospital (&7
[%) was opened through donations and the efforts of Bishop Henry Valtorta
(RIZEFE = %) and others. Part of the building served as an orphanage, and this
continued well into 1952 when a new orphanage situated in Fanling (H%}}%]Fj) was
completed.

The Precious Blood Convent is situated between two modern buildings,
the Precious Blood Hospital and the Tack Ching Girls’ Middle School (f (¢
= 1[15%), but blends in quite well due to its strictly symmetrical stripped-down
Neo-Classical style with Neo-Georgian and Italianate Renaissance elements.
The main elevation facing Un Chau Street is finished with Shanghai rendering.
The lower storey, and unusually the top storey, are rusticated with horizontal
grooved joints to resemble stonework. The facade is symmetrically divided by
pilasters into five bays. A simple classical portico and double-entry staircase
form the entrance. The pilasters are raised off a projecting cornice or ledge at
first floor level of beneath a wide projecting dentiled cornice in Italianate style
at third floor level. There are two semi-circular Diocletian windows and,
unusually for classical architecture, all the other windows are tripartite (divided
into three parts), possibly a reference to the Holy Trinity. The boundary wall is
built of coursed granite blocks featuring a Neo-Classical gateway with an Art
Deco inspired pediment.
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The Convent is quite a rare building type in the Sham Shui Po area. It has
some unusual features which make it interesting and a valuable piece of built
heritage. All the original windows appear to have been replaced with aluminum
windows and there are some additions on the flat roof. Apart from that the
building appears to be fairly authentic.

Today, the Precious Blood Convent continues to contribute to the
well-being of Hong Kong society. The Convent is situated in a small street
community comprising two schools, a kindergarten, a hospital and a babies’
home and therefore has considerable social value as well as local interest.

The other old sites in Sham Shui Po graded by the Antiquities Advisory
Board include Mei Ho House (S f*#%f), Sam Tai Tsz Temple and Pak Tai
Temple (= #J/’ifqbz[“—ﬁ'ﬁq), Sham Shui Po Police Station (¥-[<HFE ),
Sham Shui Po Public Dispensary (¥ -<H5#:"%)), as well as a cluster of
shophouses in Nam Cheong Street (FF’JFHI #) and Yu Chau Street (3¢ "' #5). All
these buildings have a good value from a heritage point of view.

Should the Convent ever cease to be used as a residence and summer
retreat for the Sisters, presumably it could be converted into a useful annex for
either the hospital or the school next door.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Mi Tak Study Hall-Main Block
Lok Ma Chau, Yuen Long

Mi Tak Study Hall (S_f%%%), also known as Hin Cheung Tong (’ri?lf hr) in
Lok Ma Chau (f% FL7") village, Yuen Long, was built by the descendents of
Cheung Mi-tak (3==_fd) to commemorate him, the 19" generation ancestor, and
used as an ancestral hall of the branch of the Cheungs and as a study hall for
educating the village students. The Cheungs originated from Boxia (") of
Datang (4\&'??[) in Dongguan (jN3k) county of Guangdong ('??[F,]J) province and
settled in the village some 500 years ago. It is believed that the study hall was built
around 1870. Rows of the soul tablets of the Cheungs are on display at the altar for
worship. Children of the Cheungs were taught at the study hall having Chinese
classics. After the Second World War, a Mi Tak School (5 #284% ) was established
at the study hall having modern type of education. Children had one or two years of
education and continued their study at the Ting Sze School (3= Z4%) in Chau Tau
Tsuen (YVPEifT) of Yuen Long. Mi Tak School was closed in the 1950s. A Pui Yau
Kindergarten (iﬂﬁﬁj;’dﬁ%[ﬁﬁ) was established at the premises in 1960 until the late
1970s when the kindergarten moved to Kwu Tung, Sheung Shui.

The study hall is a Qing ( 7 ) vernacular building having a
two-hall-one-courtyard plan of three bays. It was constructed of green bricks with
its walls to support its flush gable pitched roof of timber rafters, purlins and clay
tiles. An open courtyard is between the entrance and main halls. Its recessed
entrance is slightly slanted to the right for fung shui reasons. The symmetrical
building has its altar on the central axis in the middle of the main hall. The building
is with sophisticated decorations. Its ridges are with geometric and auspicious
treasures plastered mouldings. Its gables are with wall friezes of plastered reliefs of
baskets, treasures, fruits, bats and plants. Its wall friezes in its internal and external
walls are with calligraphy and paintings of landscape, floral and plant motifs.

It is a rare study hall cum ancestral hall to witness the settlement of the
Cheungs in Lok Ma Chau village.

The study hall is of high built heritage value.

A major renovation was held in 1915 and followed by some unknown ones. The
hall has its authenticity kept with some minor defects.

It has group value with the ancillary building on its left.
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The study hall has all the functions of an ancestral hall including ancestral Social Value
worship, Dim Dang (%#7&5‘) and marriage rituals. It was also served as a venue for & Local
the Cheungs to deal with matters concerning the branch and for holding basin Interest
meals.



Historic Building Appraisal
Mi Tak Study Hall-Ancillary Building
Lok Ma Chau, Yuen Long

Mi Tak Study Hall (S_f%%%), also known as Hin Cheung Tong (’ri?lf hr) in
Lok Ma Chau (f% FL7") village, Yuen Long, was built by the descendents of
Cheung Mi-tak (3==_fd) to commemorate him, the 19" generation ancestor, and
used as an ancestral hall of the branch of the Cheungs and as a study hall for
educating the village students. The Cheungs originated from Boxia (") of
Datang (4\&'??[) in Dongguan (jN3k) county of Guangdong ('??[F,]J) province and
settled in the village some 500 years ago. It is believed that the study hall was built
around 1870. Rows of the soul tablets of the Cheungs are on display at the altar for
worship. Children of the Cheungs were taught at the study hall having Chinese
classics. After the Second World War, a Mi Tak School (5 #284% ) was established
at the study hall having modern type of education. Children had one or two years of
education and continued their study at the Ting Sze School (3= Z4%) in Chau Tau
Tsuen (YVPEifT) of Yuen Long. Mi Tak School was closed in the 1950s. A Pui Yau
Kindergarten (iﬂﬁﬁj;’dﬁ%[ﬁﬁ) was established at the premises in 1960 until the late
1970s when the kindergarten moved to Kwu Tung, Sheung Shui.

The study hall is a Qing ( 7 ) vernacular building having a
two-hall-one-courtyard plan of three bays. It was constructed of green bricks with
its walls to support its flush gable pitched roof of timber rafters, purlins and clay
tiles. An open courtyard is between the entrance and main halls. Its recessed
entrance is slightly slanted to the right for fung shui reasons. The symmetrical
building has its altar on the central axis in the middle of the main hall. The building
is with sophisticated decorations. Its ridges are with geometric and auspicious
treasures plastered mouldings. Its gables are with wall friezes of plastered reliefs of
baskets, treasures, fruits, bats and plants. Its wall friezes in its internal and external
walls are with calligraphy and paintings of landscape, floral and plant motifs.

On the left of the front hall of the main block of the study hall is an ancillary
building built for use as a kitchen. It was constructed to have the same style as the
main building. Its entrance is on the right of the building. It is constructed of green
bricks with its walls to support its flush gable pitched roof of timber rafters, purlins
and clay tiles. Stove is provided in the kitchen for cooking. A chimney in the form
of raised roof tiles is at the front roof of the building. Its external walls are
plastered.
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It is a rare study hall cum ancestral hall to witness the settlement of the
Cheungs in Lok Ma Chau village.

The study hall is of high built heritage value.

A major renovation was held in 1915 and followed by some unknown ones. The
hall has its authenticity kept with some minor defects.

It has group value with the main block to its right.

The study hall has all the functions of an ancestral hall including ancestral
worship, Dim Dang (%#7&5‘) and marriage rituals. It was also served as a venue for
the Cheungs to deal with matters concerning the branch and for holding basin
meals.

Apart from hanging a lantern, a basin meal banquet would be prepared at the
kitchen (the ancillary block) to the left of the study hall in celebration of the birth
of sons in the previous year (%5 1). Before the 1950s, wedding banquets lasting for
three days were also prepared at the kitchen. The meals are prepared at the rural
committee office (") nowadays. During the Chung Yeung Festival (Ei Bﬁéﬁ),
basin meals were prepared there after grave-sweeping. The practice, however,
ceased due to the emigration of the villagers in the 1970s — 1980s.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Villa Blanca
No. 47 Barker Road, The Peak, Hong Kong

The exact year of construction of the house at No. 47 Barker Road has not
been established. The 75-year lease started from 1899, but the style of the house
suggests it was built in the 1930s. There may have been an earlier building on
the site. The site was first leased to Mollers’ Lands Limited in 1899, and the
lease was extended by a further 75 years in 1974. The building was then sold to
Mr. Haking Wong (:F‘*Tfphﬁ), a famous industrialist of Hong Kong, in 1978.
Since 1998, the building has been owned by Chung Hai-yen and Wong Siu-ling.

The name of the house, Villa Blanca (White House), and the architectural
style are Spanish. The house is built on a sloping site above Barker Road with
granite foundations and sturdy retaining walls. Entry to the house is via a flight
of curved steps from Barker Road. There appears to be no vehicular access. The
sloping site determines the number of storeys which changes from three storeys
to single storey from front to back. The walls are finished with painted
roughcast rendering and the roofs are low pitched finished with imported
Roman tiles. Architectural features include arched windows, ornamental
ironwork, decorative “fish scale” pattern panels in the balcony balustrading and
curved cantilevered balconies and canopies in Modernist style. The walls are
painted in yellow ochre and the architectural features are picked out in white.

The Spanish Villa style has become quite common in the New Territories
in the last 30 years, but it is rare to find a building of this style from the pre-war
years especially on the Peak. The building therefore has some built heritage
value. It appears to have undergone fairly extensive renovations recently so that
its authenticity may have been impaired.

The style of architecture which has been adopted suggests a relaxed,
informal style of living making the villa rather different from other pre-war
houses on the Peak. As one of the older buildings still left it has local interest
representing early development of the area.

Sited among pleasant greenery, Villa Blanca enjoys a quiet and private
environment and connects with other private residential villas in the area. It is
physically close to items graded by the Antiquities and Monuments Office, the
Peak Depot (|! ITE—‘FA&?I) and Old Peak Café (£ ]/ Fi#%). The Magazine Gap
Sub-Station and Peak Tramways Co. Ltd. (| ! |TEJ,§\S%E'7EI|*E Jﬁfij? ’F[J) are also located
in near distance. Other historic buildings situated in the Peak district include the
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Former Gate Lodge ({éﬁaﬁf{pfﬁ@ﬂ%‘?%ﬁﬁ’, Declared Monument), Former
Peak School (fjijl!['Fi5*1%), Peak Police Station (['["F%%) and Matilda and
War Memorial Hospital (FF] i [5).

The internal layout of the villa is not known so that it is difficult to suggest Adaptive
an adaptive re-use. The best use for it is probably residential for which it was Re-use
originally intended.



Historic Building Appraisal
Chuk Lam Sim Yuen (Fau To Bo Din Block)
Fu Yung Shan, Tusen Wan

Chuk Lam Sim Yuen (T=#5#l[i€) in Fu Yung Shan (5.7%1|) of Tsuen Wan
was built in 1929 by Monk Yung Chau (§jfiFFi%[j], 1887-1976) with some
Buddhist disciples. They belong to the Rinzai Sect (j#¥%.) of Zen Sect (#fi=).
The present monastery is one of the biggest monasteries in Hong Kong
comprising a U-shaped Tin Wong Din (== %) in the front, a Tai Hung Bo Din
(ZEFFER) in the centre courtyard and an inverted-U-shaped Fau To Bo Din (1%
R« #74) at the back. Tin Wong Dien and Tai Hung Bo Din were built in 1982.
The Fau To Bo Din was completed in 1932 for the worshipped of Kshitigarbha
Buddha (%ﬁ%&% ). A model wooden pagoda (35, Fau To) of seven storeys
(= #4775 is in front of the altar of the Pagoda Hall (5 "5 #7:&) of the building.
The pagoda is with 45 tiny figurines of Buddhas made in Zhaoging (&7%) of
Guangdong (’?ﬁlﬁ\l) province in around 1931. The building is therefore named as
Fau To.

The Fau To Bo Din block is a modern western style building with Chinese
architectural features constructed of concrete. The building is surrounded with a
high ceiling verandah in its front facade. The verandah is supported by square
columns fenced with green vase-shaped balustrades. The entrance is divided into
bays with red wooden folding doors. It is a two-storey building with a Pagoda
Hall for the worship of the Buddha. The gold colour statue made of mud of the
Kshitigarbha Buddha is at the altar for worship. Two other halls for the worship
of Manjusgri Buddha (Z[{|{}) and for the Kwun Yam (@Ef,) are at the right and
left wings of the building. Its flanking wings are not identical both in size and
shape. The ground floor of the left wing houses the monastery’s offices, a huge
dining hall with a kitchen. The ground floor of the right wing is with bedrooms.
The upper floors are with living rooms and bedrooms with service facilities for
monks, nuns and retired amahs. The Pagoda Hall is with pitched roof covered
with green ceramic tiles. Its ridge is with a pair dragons and a pearl in ceramic.

It is a building to witness the development of Buddhism in Hong Kong.
It has some built heritage value.

It was renovated in 1953 with many unknown ones. Its authenticity is kept.
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The monastery provided residence for monks and nuns fled to Hong Kong in
1949. It has also provided short stay residence for visiting monks and nuns from
overseas. The monastery can provide a capacity of accommodation for some
100-150 people. It took many retired maids (amahs) providing life-long
residence and funeral service and cremation after their death. The monastery is
one of the two monasteries (the other is the Po Lin Monastery ?TI@EJJJ on
Lantau) which have the license from the government to operate cremation.

Social Value,
& Local
Interest



Historic Building Appraisal
Ex-Western Fire Station
Nos. 12 Belcher Street, Kennedy Town, H.K.

This four-storey building, Ex-Western Fire Station (fijj 5k f]I '), was
the first fire station built in Kennedy Town ("<3155). It was constructed in
1923 and at first managed by the Sanitary Department (#7515, which was set
up in 1908 and renamed as Urban Service Department in May 1953). Only a
small portion (ground floor and basement) was used by the Hong Kong Fire
Brigade (F“, HHAFHIR) as a temporary fire station, i.e., Kennedy Town Sub-Fire
Station (EY "< £9553f([% 55 'wb). The upper levels were staff quarters of the
Sanitary Department.

The building was renamed Western Fire Station (1l&yf][ ') in 1937
with reinforcement in fire services equipment. It remained in use as a fire
station until the 1950s when the fire station moved to a new location leaving the
whole building to the Urban Service Department. Since 1991, the building was
rented to Po Leung Kuk (f 2L%}) as a home for the elderly, namely, Po Leung
Kuk Chan Au Big Yan Home for the Elderly (fj *U Rt S PREE k).

The building is built in a stripped down Neo-Classical or Neo-Georgian
style which was popular in the 1920s. The ground floor storey facing Belcher’s
Street (EIIE'%‘, :fF) consists of grooved rusticated stonework with six large
openings for five engines and a pair of voussoired bull’s eye windows at each
end which is an unusual feature. The upper part of the front facade consists of
regular rows of shuttered windows separated by plain horizontal band courses.
There is a wide projecting cornice at parapet level. The brickwork to the upper
storeys of the facade has unfortunately been painted over.

Internally the building appears to have undergone extensive
modernization, but externally the building retains its original appearance apart
from the paint to the brickwork (which could be removed). It is not a
particularly rare piece of architecture but it is well maintained and has built
heritage value.

As an early fire station it has local interest, and its use by the Urban
Services Department and the Social Welfare Department also the Po Leung Kuk
for community services purposes gives the building social value.

The Ex-Western Fire Station is standing at the toe of a formed slope,
facing to the Belcher’s Street backed by groups of trees. The area is mainly
made up of aged buildings of 1950s to 1970s. There is a disused air-raid shelter
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on the slope toe at the back of the building. The shelter’s opening is blocked.

As the building has been used for many purposes it has proved to be Adaptive
adaptable and no doubt a further suitable adaptive re-use could be found for it if Re-use
the Po Leung Kuk ever move out.



Historic Building Appraisal
Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre
No. 33 Tao Fong Shan Road, Shatin, New Territories

Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre (iﬁ[ﬁ‘p@lf{%’f?;ﬁ) was one of the
earliest centres set up in Shatin to provide a silent retreat and research activities for
Christians. It was developed by Dr Karl ludvig Reichelt (¥ Fﬁ A HT,
1877-1952), a priest of the Norwegian Missionary Society who put great
emphasis on preaching Christianity to the Buddhists. It was designed by Danish
architect Johannes Prip-Mgoller (¥ #52") between 1931 and 1939. The Centre
was subordinate to the Christian Mission to Buddhists [CMB, ﬂf{ﬁdﬁt{iﬁ@ rﬁl
now the Areopagos Foundation (fHfis™ I?@Lﬁ)] and it was the continuation of the
missionary centre in Jingfengshan (%JET“L[[) of Nanjing (1) which was also
developed by Dr Reichelt.

The development of Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre can be separated into
three stages: In the first stage (1930 to 1950), the Centre was for sharing the gospel
with Buddhists. Missionary work was interrupted during the Japanese Occupation
and the Lotus Crypt, one of the buildings in the Centre, was a once shelter for
refugees. The Centre also accommodated the refugees fleeing from the Chinese
mainland in 1949. In the second stage (1950-1962), the vision of the Centre turned
to be ecumenical. In the third stage (since 1967), the Centre has become a silent
retreat and research centre of Christianity.

Engagement of Western Christianity into Chinese context in this Centre makes
it outstanding in Hong Kong. Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre spread the Christian
message to the Buddhists through contextualization (7 <1{™) and borrowing
Buddhist elements. The symbol of the Centre was the combination of Cross and
Lotus. In the mass, missionaries and students were dressed in traditional Chinese
costumes. The psalms used the Buddhist melodies to sing and the incense burner
can be found in the altar of Jingzunbaodian [(FJ@%%%’%E), now the Christ Temple
(ZH=E)]. Other similar examples include S.K.H. St. Mary’s Church at Tung Lo Wan
Road and S.K.H. Holy Trinity Church at Ma Tau Chung Road.

The building complex comprises five historic buildings, namely, Main Block,
Pilgrim’s Hall, Christ Temple, Tao Fong Shan Service Unit and Conference
Hall. The architectural style of all five buildings is very similar borrowing and
combining different elements of Chinese architecture in a style known as Chinese
Eclectic. Christ Temple is probably more in the traditional Chinese style built in the
form of a two-storey octagonal pavilion or pagoda featuring curling Chinese tiled
roofs and red coloured columns. The other buildings whilst featuring Chinese
architectural elements also incorporate modernist features particularly in the use of
reinforced concrete structural elements. Renovations and alterations have been
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carried out over the years to meet changing needs, and there have been several
modifications affecting the whole building group. The buildings are definitely
interesting architecturally and have positive group value.

It is rare to have a church complex constructed in Chinese design on such a
large scale. Another church complex, if not the only one, with a design and scale
comparable with the Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre, is Holy Spirit Seminary in
Wong Chuk Hang.

Originally, the Centre was for sharing the Christian gospel with Buddhists,
later the vision of the centre turned ecumenical and has since become a silent
retreat and Christian research centre. Chinese Christian art was also encouraged
through its Porcelain Workshop and Art Shop. The Centre encourages religious
dialogue, public seminars, research and visiting scholar programmes and publishes
academic articles on philosophy, theology and religions studies.

Pressure to release land and redevelop parts of the site may lead to adaptive
re-use of some of the buildings in the future.
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Historic Building Appraisal
High Rock Christian Camp
No. 102 Sha Tin Tau Village, Sha Tin, New Territories

Situated at No. 102 Sha Tin Tau Village (b} 'pE+f), the High Rock
Christian Camp (ﬂf{?{%ﬁl%?) was originally erected and used as Shatin
Police Station. Being the second police station in Shatin which replaced the old
one in Yuen Chau Kok, the premises functioned to ensure law and order during
1924-1938. During the Japanese Occupation (1941-1945) the premises were
used as a command centre by the Japanese army.

In 1950-1952, the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC, ﬁlf{?’ﬁ'ﬂ%ﬁ
T M jely&a), which did voluntary relief and welfare work in various countries
in Europe and Asia, established a hostel there for children who had had contact
with tuberculosis in their own homes, but were yet free from infection. The
Committee also set up their Far Eastern headquarters office in the building
which housed two American personnel.

The site was eventually rented to Miss Mildred Dibden, an independent
Christian lady missionary, for the care of abandoned and destitute babies with
the setting up of the Shatin Babies Home in 1953. Before setting up the Shatin
Babies Home, she had run babies” homes in Fanling and Yuen Long. Funds for
the babies homes came mainly from private voluntary donations and help was
given by organizations such as Y.M.C.A. (Women’s Section) (F‘ﬁ iﬁﬁlf{fm‘/ ﬁ
F Fﬁl), Union Church (7 U%'@ff[%*?’ﬁi‘), etc.

The work of the Shatin Babies Home then came to an end in 1966, when
the ‘Christian Missions in Many Lands’ assumed responsibility for operating a
primary school and kindergarten on site. The Missions took over the site in
January 1964 under the registered name of Shatin High Rock Christian School
(P 1kl 54, or Spiritual Foundation School. The founders of the School,
Miss Ruth Whitehead and Miss Frances Hollingsworth, resided in the premises
after Miss Dibden and her remaining 20 children moved to Portsmouth, UK.

In 1980, the premises were converted into High Rock Christian Camp for
children and youths under the management of Stewards (HK) Ltd (Fﬁ HE
Fﬁl), a Christian charitable institution incorporated in 1962. During recent years,
apart from being a recreational campsite, High Rock Christian Camp has
developed into a place for cultural exchange. This has been achieved by
organizing joint programmes with young people from overseas (Austria, Korea,
America) to build up their relationship with the youngsters in Hong Kong.

The building complex is two stories high with a basement and encloses a
courtyard which is used as a playground. The building displays an interesting
vocabulary of architectural features showing Modernist, Edwardian and Arts
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& Crafts influences. It is mainly constructed of red bricks, but some facades
have been rendered and painted. The architectural design is simple and
functional, as opposed to decorative and ornamental. Arts and Crafts influence
can be seen in the use of local materials and in the craftsmanship. The North
and West Blocks, which are probably the oldest parts of the building, have
pitched roofs of Chinese tiles and open verandahs at the playground side.
Original wooden doors and windows still exist. The South and East Blocks are
more modern in appearance with rendered and painted walls and aluminium
windows.

The building is one of the few remaining pre-war police stations in Hong
Kong and therefore has built heritage value. Due to the various changes of use,
the building has undergone alterations such as enclosure of front verandahs,
addition of sun canopies, replacement of windows, removal of internal
partitions, etc. Nevertheless, the basic integrity of the architecture is still
maintained.

The social value of the building lies in the various uses to which it has
been put, all serving the community in some way. It has played an important
part in the fields of law and order, education, religion, medical care, recreation,
leisure and culture. The premises have existed for over eighty years now, and
are a reminder of the old days of Shatin.

Nearby on the east side of the High Rock Christian Camp, the Tsang Tai
Uk (ﬁFﬁH\z;') is located and on the west side, the Che Kung Temple (Hi 2 &) is
also located.

The building has shown that it is adaptable and can be put to a number of
uses. As far as is known, there are no plans to close down the High Rock
Christian Camp.
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Historic Building Appraisal

West Point Filters
(Bungalow & Workmen’s Quarters)
No. 50 Kotewall Road, Mid-levels, Hong Kong

Water supply on Hong Kong Island relied solely on wells and streams Historical
prior to 1860. The first ever reservoir in the territory was completed in 1863 in Interest
Pokfulam to meet the needs in the City of Victoria. In the following decades, to
cater for the ever increasing demands, much larger reservoirs and more
complex water supplies systems, including ancillary pumping stations,
distribution mains to convey augmented water supply to higher levels, were
constructed. In order to uphold the quality of water, the Government gradually
filtered all reservoir water.

The West Point Filters (ﬁ'lf%ii’?ai?ﬁ’ﬁfﬁ were built between 1914 and 1919 to
work with West Point Service Reservoir (built in 1907) to enhance water supply
in the Mid-Levels area above Conduit Road (- #3f1). The works comprised the
construction of six filter beds, a covered service reservoir and three staff
quarters (which include a bungalow and two workmen’s quarters). Originally
all three buildings were for Chinese staff, but later the bungalow was used as a
European staff quarters.

A renovation programme took place in 1996 to turn the Filters into a
service reservoir so that it could meet the demand arising from the mid-levels
and high-levels. This renovation was to abandon the service reservoir and use
the six filter beds as a fresh water service reservoir. This new service reservoir,
renamed as Kotewall Road Fresh Water Service Reservoir (*@ﬁﬁiﬁiﬂi?ﬁm?ﬁ
?[), started operation since 1997. The site is now taken over by Environmental
Protection Department (EPD) and The University of Hong Kong and used as
Lung Fu Shan Environmental Education Centre (¥ ! |%ii§i§"srﬁﬂ &),

The Bungalow (" &) is a single storey building raised off the ground ona Architectural
rubble wall plinth. The main part of the roof is pitched with an ornamental Merit
chimney stack projecting from it. The roofs over the entrance porch, verandah
and bedroom are flat. The architectural style is Arts and Crafts with Colonial
Neo-Classical features. The walls are partly painted brickwork and partly
painted rough-cast rendering. The open verandah at the side is arched and
balustraded in the classical manner. The entrance porch is reached by a short
flight of steps. The windows (as shown in the photographs) are transomed
wooden casements. Bostwick folding sliding lattice security gates are shown
fitted to external doors. Internally the accommodation consists of two L-shaped
living rooms, a bedroom and a bathroom.

The two Workmen’s Quarters (?%&Ejfﬁﬁ) are similar in architectural



design and construction. They are both single storey pitched roof buildings with
red brick walls and regularly spaced steel framed windows and wooden
battened doors. Chinese tiles cover the roofs. There are no architectural features
of note. The style is Utilitarian.

The Bungalow is a rare example of Edwardian Arts and Crafts style, but
unfortunately its authentic appearance has been spoilt by painting over the
brickwork and stonework. The Workmen’s Quarters are not particularly rare.
All three buildings have built heritage value however.

The West Point Filters are quite close to the Elliot Pumping Station and
Filters (1920s, 1930-1931, E’[E&?El*fj‘ifﬁk'/i’%?ﬁ@fr), the Stone House (7 [fE[JJ’)
(1923, residential block), Boundary Stone of the City of Victoria (7% % 7|15
/47 1) on Hatton Road (i efii) (1903), the former site of the Victoria Battery
(& ‘ff/ﬂjghkéﬂf{) (currently the Residence of the Chancellor of the University of
Hong Kong) and the University of Hong Kong where declared monuments such
as Main Building (Fﬁiﬁ*%‘i Sﬁﬂiﬁj), Hung Hing Ying Building (*"~354))
and Tang Chi Ngong Building (ﬁﬁ%\fﬂ@) stand.

As government staff quarters, the buildings had limited social value, but
they are now being used as an education centre so that they will become better
known by the public.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Old Ping Shan Survey Camp of Crown Lands & Survey Office
Ping Shan Lane, Ping Shan, Yuen Long, N.T.

Old Ping Shan Survey Camp of Crown Lands & Survey (&5 pH[ £l %)
is believed to have been built before 1922 when it was first recorded in
Government Gazette. The building was used for land administration mainly, but
it was also used as a juvenile court in the 1930s. From 1947 to 1965, the site
served as premises of the Yuen Long District Office and the survey team of
Ping Shan under the Lands Section of the New Territories Commissioner. Since
1990, it has been used by the Richmond Fellowship of Hong Kong (#]] = Tﬁ) as
a halfway house for people recovering from mental illness or emotional
disturbance.

The building is a typical example of Neo-Classical Colonial style
architecture. It is a square shaped two-storey building with rendered and
painted walls and a pitched and hipped pyramid shaped roof of Chinese tiles.
Ornamental chimney stacks project above the roofline which serve fireplaces on
the ground and first floors. The ground floor storey has an open colonnaded
arcade or verandah on three sides. An open verandah runs around the building
at first floor level. Original wooden casement windows and glazed doors or
French doors still exist. The building has two small single-storey annexes at the
rear which appear to be later additions and not original structures. The
verandahs have been enclosed to form extra rooms on both floors at two corners
of the building. Internally, the floor plans appear to be rather haphazard and
asymmetrical. The interiors have been modernised and there are few
architectural features to be seen.

The building is not particularly rare from the architectural point of view,
but its style contrasts with the Ping Shan Village buildings. Although it has been
modernised internally, the exterior retains much of its authenticity and it should
be regarded as having considerable built heritage value.

The social value of the building to the local community lies in the
administrative role it played in the fields of land administration, civil
administration, juvenile offences, and more recently mental health. Built in a
prominent position on top of a small hill and only a short distance away from
Old Ping Shan Police Station (&5 [#™), the building has historical and
local interest. Together, the two buildings represented law and order and
administrative control of the colonial government in this part of the New
Territories.
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The building is near Ping Shan Heritage Trail, which links up a number of
traditional Chinese buildings and structures within easy walking distance.

The various uses to which the building has been put over the years show
that it is readily adaptable in spite of its internal arrangements. As far as is
known, the present occupants have no plans to move out so that the question of
adaptive re-use does not arise at present.
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Historic Building Appraisal

West Point Filters
(Bungalow & Workmen’s Quarters)
No. 50 Kotewall Road, Mid-levels, Hong Kong

Water supply on Hong Kong Island relied solely on wells and streams Historical
prior to 1860. The first ever reservoir in the territory was completed in 1863 in Interest
Pokfulam to meet the needs in the City of Victoria. In the following decades, to
cater for the ever increasing demands, much larger reservoirs and more
complex water supplies systems, including ancillary pumping stations,
distribution mains to convey augmented water supply to higher levels, were
constructed. In order to uphold the quality of water, the Government gradually
filtered all reservoir water.

The West Point Filters (ﬁ'lf%ii’?ai?ﬁ’ﬁfﬁ were built between 1914 and 1919 to
work with West Point Service Reservoir (built in 1907) to enhance water supply
in the Mid-Levels area above Conduit Road (- #3f1). The works comprised the
construction of six filter beds, a covered service reservoir and three staff
quarters (which include a bungalow and two workmen’s quarters). Originally
all three buildings were for Chinese staff, but later the bungalow was used as a
European staff quarters.

A renovation programme took place in 1996 to turn the Filters into a
service reservoir so that it could meet the demand arising from the mid-levels
and high-levels. This renovation was to abandon the service reservoir and use
the six filter beds as a fresh water service reservoir. This new service reservoir,
renamed as Kotewall Road Fresh Water Service Reservoir (*@ﬁﬁiﬁiﬂi?ﬁm?ﬁ
?[), started operation since 1997. The site is now taken over by Environmental
Protection Department (EPD) and The University of Hong Kong and used as
Lung Fu Shan Environmental Education Centre (¥ ! |%ii§i§"srﬁﬂ &),

The Bungalow (" &) is a single storey building raised off the ground ona Architectural
rubble wall plinth. The main part of the roof is pitched with an ornamental Merit
chimney stack projecting from it. The roofs over the entrance porch, verandah
and bedroom are flat. The architectural style is Arts and Crafts with Colonial
Neo-Classical features. The walls are partly painted brickwork and partly
painted rough-cast rendering. The open verandah at the side is arched and
balustraded in the classical manner. The entrance porch is reached by a short
flight of steps. The windows (as shown in the photographs) are transomed
wooden casements. Bostwick folding sliding lattice security gates are shown
fitted to external doors. Internally the accommodation consists of two L-shaped
living rooms, a bedroom and a bathroom.

The two Workmen’s Quarters (?%&Ejfﬁﬁ) are similar in architectural



design and construction. They are both single storey pitched roof buildings with
red brick walls and regularly spaced steel framed windows and wooden
battened doors. Chinese tiles cover the roofs. There are no architectural features
of note. The style is Utilitarian.

The Bungalow is a rare example of Edwardian Arts and Crafts style, but
unfortunately its authentic appearance has been spoilt by painting over the
brickwork and stonework. The Workmen’s Quarters are not particularly rare.
All three buildings have built heritage value however.

The West Point Filters are quite close to the Elliot Pumping Station and
Filters (1920s, 1930-1931, E’[E&?El*fj‘ifﬁk'/i’%?ﬁ@fr), the Stone House (7 [fE[JJ’)
(1923, residential block), Boundary Stone of the City of Victoria (7% % 7|15
/47 1) on Hatton Road (i efii) (1903), the former site of the Victoria Battery
(& ‘ff/ﬂjghkéﬂf{) (currently the Residence of the Chancellor of the University of
Hong Kong) and the University of Hong Kong where declared monuments such
as Main Building (Fﬁiﬁ*%‘i Sﬁﬂiﬁj), Hung Hing Ying Building (*"~354))
and Tang Chi Ngong Building (ﬁﬁ%\fﬂ@) stand.

As government staff quarters, the buildings had limited social value, but
they are now being used as an education centre so that they will become better
known by the public.
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Historic Building Appraisal
No. 15 Middle Gap Road,
Wan Chai, Hong Kong

The existing building at No. 15 Middle Gap Road was erected in 1990 to
replace an earlier building on site. The earlier building erected between 1948
and 1950 was originally used as a residence for the staff of The South British
Insurance Company Ltd., including their families, non-paying guests and
employed domestic servants. The South British Insurance Company Ltd.,
incorporated in Auckland of New Zealand, had a place of business on 14" floor,
Alexandra House, Hong Kong, until 1998.

The existing building is the property of Middle Gap Estates Ltd., the
directors of which are also directors of Jebsen & Co., Ltd. (FisYy* {’?*Ej[ijij?
’FIJ), a trading firm founded in Hong Kong in 1895. Originally German, this
firm became Danish after the First World War. Today, Jebsen & Co., Ltd. is a
flourishing business concern and the support it has given to the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra (Fﬁ i%FE?j’fg‘j“ «4E) is well known locally.

The two-storey mansion house is built in Italianate Renaissance style.
The walls are stuccoed and painted in yellow ochre, with architectural features
picked out in white. The house displays an elaborate profusion of architectural
details in Baroque fashion including a curved portico, a canted bay, arched
windows, moulded window heads, balustraded balconies and a heavy
ornamental cornice. Tall ornate chimney stacks project above the roof. Most of
the windows are tall, divided into small glazing squares, with green wooden
jalousies or shutters which give the house a distinct Italianate appearance. The
house is built on granite ashlar walls incorporating garages with stepped
voussoired arches. The entrance steps at the northeast corner are built in
matching granite ashlar. The garden is laid out in Classical style featuring
urn-shaped balustraded parapets to the terrace, ornamental classical urns,
clipped topiary shrubs, and a pavilion.

This existing building is well-maintained and cared for and is believed to

retain much of its appearance ever since it was constructed in 1990.

The social value of the mansion to the community is relatively low, as it
has only been used for residential purposes. It has local interest as an example
of the luxury buildings on the Peak.

Sited among pleasant greenery, No. 15 Middle Gap Road enjoys a quiet
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environment and connects with other residential villas in the area. Some
historic items on the Peak include the Former Gate Lodge ({éﬁ?ﬁf{ﬂ NES
&', Declared Monument), Peak Depot (|1 ["H£17) and Old Peak Café (#1!|
"Ei#%), Former Peak School (! ['E€#4%), Peak Police Station (1! ["Fi&)
and Matilda and War Memorial Hospital (FF]{ {5).

Any adaptive re-use which spoils the appearance of this building should be Adaptive
discouraged. The best use for it is residential for which it was built. Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 15 Robinson Road,
Mid-Levels, Hong Kong

The site of No. 15 Robinson Road was first leased to Lee Kin-choon in
1861 and later sold to a well-known Hong Kong businessman called Li
Sing-kui (% E f#) (1879-1955). The lease started from 1861 and land records
indicate that a house existed on that site before 1894, but the style of the house
suggests that the existing building was built in the 1930s. After the death of Li
Sing-kui, the house was inherited by his descendants.

Li Sing-kui was a Toishanese (*F"[p[ ») who started his business in Hong
Kong and later became the General Manager of the Hong Ning Saving Bank
(L7 &L77) and the China Hong Ning Life Insurance Company (FL# * Z:{il i@
o ’FIJ). He was the Chairman of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce (F“, peisEy F?ﬂ
,%?F:iﬁ) between 1936 and 1940. He also served as Director (#4f!) of the Tung
Wah Group of Hospitals (jlu# #[i%) and Po Leung Kuk (ff ®L 7).

The strictly symmetrical floor plan and classical facade are indicative of
the Italianate Renaissance architectural style. The street facade features a
central recessed entrance porch with classical Tuscan Order columns supporting
a simple entablature. Above the porch are two semi-enclosed verandahs
featuring giant two-storey pilasters and decorative balustrade panels. Windows
are tripartite Venetian style wooden casements. The finish to the walls is
Shanghai plaster finished to imitate stonework. The garages on either side of
the entrance porch are a modern adaptation and may be a later alteration since
the first motor car did not arrive in Hong Kong until 1910. The same
architectural vocabularies are repeated on the rear facade. An unusual feature is
the narrow U-shaped courtyard formed by two wings extended at the rear of the
house. There are also some very elegant ornamental wrought ironwork gates to
the front entrance porch.

Its grandiose style and relatively unspoilt facade make No. 15 Robinson
Road a rare building type in the neighbourhood. As a grand mansion house it
has considerable built heritage value. Some unsightly rooftop structures and
damp stains mar the general appearance as do the installation of window
mounted room coolers.

The social value of the house is limited as it appears only to have been
used as a residence. Nevertheless, its owner was a prominent figure in
commerce, banking, insurance, and the Tung Wah and Po Leung Kuk. The
building therefore has local interest to students of Hong Kong’s past and social
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development.

Due to subsequent urban development, No.15 Robinson Road is currently
surrounded by modern high-rise residential apartments. However, there are still
a number of historic buildings near this elegant residence including the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (Zp=/ 2R, Jamia Mosque (75
9:59), and Scared Heart Chapel (3= 354i7).

The descendants of Li Sing-kui sold the house to Dragon Creation Ltd. in
1996, but their future plans for the building are not known. The site must have
valuable redevelopment potential, and an adaptive re-use to equal the return on
a high-rise block of flats will be difficult to find.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Lower Shing Mun Reservoir

(Pineapple Pass Dam, Supply Basin, Weir, Bellmouth Overflow,

Valve Tower, Footbridge, & Gate Shaft)
Kwai Tsing and Tsuen Wan, New Territories

Lower Shing Mun Reservoir (" ﬁ‘?F'FJ?Ff’%,) was built between 1961 and
1965 as part of Stage | of the Plover Cove Water Scheme and built to back up
the Shing Mun (Jubilee) Reservoir iﬂ%‘;’ﬁfj(%fi@)ﬂ‘fﬁ. It was built on the site of
an old wolfram (&) mine opened by a European company at various points in
the slope of Needle Hill. The Reservoir was built for storing the overflow from
Shing Mun (Jubilee) Reservoir and is connected to the Kowloon Group of
Reservoirs and the Sha Tin Treatment Works (3’| W< #t).

The Pineapple Pass Dam is situated at the east end. It is formed of earth
and rock with a road running along the crest of the dam. The upstream face is
finished with rocks and boulders. The downstream face is sloped at a gentle
gradient with berms at regular intervals. The surface of the downstream face is
uniformly grassed.

There is a Supply Basin ({H “[<4%}) at the foot of the dam with a Weir (&
i) surmounted by a footbridge with steel safety railings on either side. The
Weir and the footbridge appear to be constructed of concrete.

The Bellmouth Overflow (Z7/1¥[ 1) and Valve Tower (-'F@Jfﬁ) are
situated to the west of the north end of the dam. The bellmouth overflow
appears to be constructed of concrete or reconstituted stone blocks. The valve
tower, now demolished and to be rebuilt, has been of modern construction
featuring glass-block walls and slate tile cladding. They are connected to the
shore by a concrete footbridge (Tﬁj), partially demolished and now being
rebuilt, with steel safety railings on either side.

Further along the reservoir road is situated the Gate Shaft (f4]= #if1) which
appears to be a modern concrete construction rectangular in shape with a
granite plinth. The building has its own access road from a small roundabout
but is fenced off with security fencing and gates.

Although not as old as other reservoirs Lower Shing Mun Reservoir still
has historical interest and built heritage value. No alteration works which have
detrimental effect to authenticity have been carried out to the reservoir
structures.

The social value of the reservoir and its structures lies in the contribution
they have made to the development of water supply in Hong Kong. The
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reservoir is now part of the rural landscape and although it does not fall withina Interest
country park attracts many visitors.

The question of adaptive re-use does not arise for the reservoir structures Adaptive
which are purpose-built Utilitarian civil engineering waterworks structures Re-use
which cannot be used for anything else.



Historic Building Appraisal
Lung Tin Study Hall
Lung Tin Tsuen, Shap Pat Heung, Yuen Long

Lung Tin Study Hall (F=' [:Fi{;‘c‘) in Lung Tin Tsuen (F&f' &), Yuen Long,
was built by the Wongs (ﬁ[;{) in 1926. The village was part of Ma Tin Tsuen
(FoF ') and developed into a separate one due to increase of village population.
Wong Kung-shing (:F‘*[IS,J?LE%) of Taishan (F'iP[I) of Guangdong (?{,ﬁ\l) province
settled in the village in the 1920s after he retired from the United States. Wong’s
brothers Kung-yung (iﬁki]aé) and Kung-yam (ﬁk =) later moved to Ma Tin Tsuen
and Tai Kei Leng ({ﬁgﬁﬁ) respectively. The study hall was built and managed in
the name of Tung Yi Tong ([ﬁj%ﬁi'), the communal trust of the Wongs. The land
was bought from the Wai San Tong (#&¥74l") of the Tangs (&f°%) in Hang Mei
Tsuen ($i=='1F) of Ping Shan (54[1)).

The study hall was constructed in 1926 as the year was shown on its
pediment, a very vivid feature of western influence fashioned in China in the
period. It was built by an architect Wong Wah (?T,ij) employed from the
mainland who also built two residential houses in the village. It is a two-storey
building fronted by an open courtyard surrounded by a wall of the same high
which has a row of green ceramic balustrades for decoration. The study hall is in
Chinese Eclectic style active in the mid-1920s to 30s. Ground floor of the
building was for its classrooms whilst the first floor was for the teacher’s
quarters. The building was constructed of green bricks with its walls supporting
its pitched roofs. The entrance is on the right end of the surrounding wall with
the name board of the hall above the entrance. Above the board is a wall frieze of
moulding having hardly recognized landscape, floral and unicorn patterns.
Mouldings at the pediment are with calligraphy, floral and auspicious treasures
patterns.

It is a rare study hall built in the 1926 to show the settlement of many
Chinese moved to Hong Kong in the period.

The building of the Chinese Eclecticism is of high built heritage value.

The pitched roofs were placed with reinforced concrete ones. The building
has been unoccupied for over 20 years and its upkeep is not at all not
satisfactory. The entire building is well preserved though with overgrown some
time ago.
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Other than teaching the village children, those from nearby villages were also  Social Value,

taught at the study hall. A teacher surnamed Lai @F) from Huangbeiling (?Tﬁr]’ & Local

ﬁg), Shenzhen (3%¥]]), was employed to teach in the hall from 1936 to 1940. He Interest

and his wife stayed in the second floor of the building and he had four classes at

the hall. Chinese classics, geography, abacus calculation and others were taught.

The hall was closed since 1940. After the Second World War, children in the

villages studied in other new schools. The building was also served as the

ancestral hall of the Wongs where ancestral worship activities and Dim Dang (EHF

%5r) ritual were held. The building was leased for residential use in the 1980s and

has been left vacated.



Historic Building Appraisal
No. 176 Shung Ching San Tsuen
Shap Pat Heung, Yuen Long

No. 176 Shung Ching San Tsuen was built in the 1930s by E Lim Fat (f38),
an overseas Hakka businessman of Mauritius. He operated retail trade and was the
Chairman of the Mauritius Free Port Authority. He lived in the house for only a
short time and after his death the ownership of the house was transferred to the E
Lim Fat Company. The current custodian of the house is E Lim Fat’s descendant
Lim Yum-ding (% ). Another descendant of E Lim Fat is Lim Kwat-chow
O.B.E. who is Ambassador of Mauritius in the People’s Republic of China.

The building is a large rectangular house situated apart from the other village
houses. It is a two-storey house built in mixed Western and Chinese styles which
can be classified as Chinese Eclectic. The walls are plainly rendered and grey in
colour. Windows are rectangular and regularly spaced with curved hood mouldings
for weather protection. The front of the house has open verandahs at ground and
first floor levels with wide central openings flanked by narrow arched openings.
The facade is topped by an ornamental parapet featuring a central pediment, panels,
posts and ball ornaments. The roof over the verandahs is flat but the main roof is
pitched and tiled with Chinese tiles. The two gable ends have stepped apexes and
one has an ornamental finial. There appears to be a flat roof matching the front at
the rear of the building. An unusual feature is the splayed corners probably for fung
shui reasons.

Mixed style houses are quite common in the rural villages and were the result
of Hakka businessmen who had worked overseas bringing back Western ideas to
incorporate in their residences. No. 176 Shung Ching San Tsuen is a good example
of this style and has obvious built heritage value. The condition of the interior is not
known, but the exterior does not appear to have been altered and therefore retains
its authenticity.

The social value of the house appears to be rather limited as it seems to have
been built from accumulated wealth as a residence for E Lim Fat and his
descendants. It is one of three such houses in the villages and thus has some local
interest.

It is difficult to suggest an adaptive re-use for the house as much depends on
the requirements of local community. It seems to have quite a large piece of land
attached to it with some outbuildings. Further investigations would need to be
carried out before making any recommendations.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Sham Shui Po Public Dispensary
No. 137 Yee Kuk Street, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon

Sham Shui Po Public Dispensary is two-storey medical complex built in
the 1930s to replace an old clinic in the same area (a site next to the Tin Hau
Temple in the same street, i.e. N0.182 Yee Kuk Street). The history of which can
be traced back in the early 20" century (circa 1911) when the community
members of Sham Shui Po initiated a plan to establish a public clinic due to the
lack of medical care facilities for local residents. The project was coordinated
by Lau Chu-pak (£[&2{f1), Chairman of Chinese Chamber of Commerce for
1906-1920. Fund raising campaigns were launched and the Government
supported the proposal by granting crown land for building site. The clinic
received good reputation by the locals but its space was inadequate to handle
the increasing patients’ load.

In view of the above, a large landowner in Sham Shui Po named Wong
Yiu-tung (:F‘*il FE7), together with local residents, donated the construction cost
of the existing Sham Shui Po Public Dispensary. The dispensary was
managed by the Sham Shui Po Kaifong Welfare Association before the Second
World War, and had served as a day-time medical centre cum meeting hall of
the Kaifong Association at night. Later, it was handed over to the Government.

In order to remedy the drug abuse problem in Sham Shui Po and with the
introduction of the Methadone Treatment Scheme in 1972, the dispensary also
provided the methadone treatment service. In other words, the dispensary had
continued to serve the community with dual functions for many years. Its
outpatient service moved to Cheung Sha Wan Government Office in June 2001.
After that, the dispensary fully offers methadone treatment service, including
medical examination and methadone preparation, guidance and counseling by
social workers, referral to other service agencies. As such, the dispensary is also
known as Sham Shui Po Methadone Clinic — one of the methadone treatment
centres run by the Auxiliary Medical Services (F#/d |2 bi5).

The dispensary is a two-storey building and is a remarkably good example
of Art Deco style architecture which is very rare in Hong Kong. The front
facade facing Yee Kuk Street is strongly symmetrical and projects over the
pavement on columns to form a covered walkway or arcade. The open
verandahs at first floor level are protected by metal security grilles. The facade
exhibits strong unity and verticality in the use of giant stylised grooved
columns flanked by tall narrow flattened archways. Stylised mouldings are used
as decorations and the end elevations of the first floor verandah are particularly
interesting featuring scroll brackets, ornamental ironwork and other bizarre
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features possibly derived from Greek, Egyptian or Chinese architecture. The
parapet has a low stepped profile. The other elevations are much plainer in
comparison but the use of stylised mouldings is continued on window heads
and cills. Further Art Deco features can be found internally in the entrance hall,
staircase and some of the first floor rooms.

There are not many examples of Art Deco architecture in Hong Kong so
that Sham Shui Po Public Dispensary is a rare piece of built heritage. The front
facade appears to have retained its original appearance, but internally some of
the authenticity has been lost due to fitting out alterations, replacement of
windows, security arrangements, building services installations, etc.

The social value of the dispensary lies in the important services it has
provided to the Sham Shui Po community for over 70 years. Due to its
remarkable facade it is a landmark on Yee Kuk Street. The dispensary well
represents Yee Kuk Street (F2%4(F) — a street name literally means ‘medical
office’ — where the back of the temple appeared to be inside the backyard of the
complex.

Physically, the dispensary is closed to a number of graded buildings, such
as tenement houses at Nos. 117, 119, 121, 123 & 125 Nam Cheong Street (FPJFE h
fF), Nos. 48, 50 & 52 Ki Lung Street (5L [£ 1), Nos. 269 & 271 Yu Chau Street
(32 YY), Tin Hau Temple (=~ fl i) at the same street. Its interesting
interlocking relationship with Mo Tai Temple (¢ TFJ’EH) behind it should also be
mentioned.

As far as is known there are no plans to close down the methadone clinic
so that the question of adaptive re-use does not arise.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Kam Tsin Lodge
No. 8 Kam Tsin South Road, Sheung Shui, N.T.

Kam Tsin Lodge (= #2}]5") was built around 1935. It was the former
residence of Sir John Douglas Clague (jirf# &7, 1917-1981), who was
Chairman of Hutchison International Limited for 1947-1973, Unofficial
Member of the Legislative Council for 1956-1960 and Unofficial Member of
the Executive Council for 1961-1974. He also served as President of the Hong
Kong Family Welfare Society, Chairman of the Hong Kong Housing Society
and Member of the Hong Kong War Memorial Fund Committee. In 2001 Kam
Tsin Lodge and its neighbouring area was purchased by the Sino Group for
redevelopment. Kam Tsin Lodge has been, and still is, preserved in-situ within
a private housing estate known as The Royal Oaks (51 £![tf).

Kam Tsin Lodge is built on top of a small hill. It is built to a stepped
double ‘L’ shaped plan and is one, two and three stories high. There are both
flat and pitched roofs and projecting chimney stacks. The main entrance porch
is set in an internal angle formed by one of the ‘L’ shapes. The rear part of the
lodge has a long open verandah on the ground floor with a first floor balcony
above it. The external walls are rendered and painted with regularly spaced
windows. The pitched roofs appear to be covered with Chinese tiles. Internally
the accommodation is very spacious with a total of nine bedrooms. The
architectural style is difficult to determine but it could probably be classified as
Modern Eclectic.

Kam Tsin Lodge is fairly unique for its Western style architecture in the
rural area. This type of large Western style house is quite rare in the New
Territories and should be regarded as an interesting piece of built heritage.
There have been little alterations which might have affected its authenticity.

The social value of Kam Tsin Lodge to the local community does not
appear to have been very great, as the occupants had little contact with the local
villagers although Chinese servants were employed. It is noted from the site
plan that there are several ancestral graves situated near the Lodge.

Other villas of Western architectural styles which are in close proximity
include Yeung Yuen (#[5') and Enchi Lodge (1240 3). Kam Tsin Lodge also
has group value with the nearby Kam Tsin Village (& #&%7) — a historic area
containing Hau Mei Fung Ancestral Hall (Pafifl%f%j?nﬁ), Hau Chung Fuk Tong

Historical
Interest

Architectural
Merit

Rarity,

Built Heritage
Value &
Authenticity

Social Value

& Local
Interest

Group Value

573



Communal Hall (%71 {Li#i"%) and Earth God Shrine of Kam Tsin Tsuen (&
Bk Pt

The layout of the Lodge does not really lend itself to adaptive re-use. The Adaptive
best (existing) use is that for which it was intended, that is residential. The new Re-use
development has been carried out in a way that does not detract from the
grandeur of the Lodge.



Historic Building Appraisal
Western Magistracy
No. 2A Pok Fu Lam Road, Hong Kong

Western Magistracy (now officially named as Western Magistrates’ Court
ﬁ‘ﬁa%&ﬁﬁgﬁ [%) was built in 1965 and was designed by the local architectural
practice of Messrs. Palmer & Turner. Its founding was initiated by the New
Building Scheme in 1957 for settling local magisterial matters of Western
District. It was built in response to expansion of the work of Magistrates’ courts
due to the expanding population in the 1960s. After its completion in 1965, the
building functioned as both a magistrate court and a detention for the suspects.
Under Hong Kong’s legal system, the magistrates’ court is at the bottom level
of the appellate structure of criminal courts. More serious cases are either
transferred to the District Court or the High Court.

Nowadays, the magistracy building besides providing magistrates courts,
also provides office accommaodation for various other government departments
such as Western Probation Office of Social Welfare Department (ﬁfrﬁ’ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ"[
k8% [~ 81 5), Labour Relations Service (Hong Kong) (J?rf%;% A 16k
%), Prosecutions Division Department of Justice (3 ﬁf’pjmjgi T HE R,
Student Travel Allowance Unit of Education Department (?’f:ﬁj%’f F4Y Iﬁﬂﬁﬁ
E!F'f) and Court interpreters (3 = €35 E;'I).

Western Magistracy is a six-storey building with two basement floors built
on an island site at the junction of Pok Fu Lam Road and Queen’s Road West. It
is an unusual trapezium shape due to the lot’s street profile. As befits a building
intended to administer law and order and dispense justice, the architectural style
is Neo-Classical, but in a stylised modern style. The external walls of the
ground and first floor storeys are finished with granite tile cladding and the
walls to the upper storeys finished with stucco rendering grooved to imitate
stonework. Windows are regularly spaced in bands and strong vertical features
imitating giant columns are present on the front elevation and the side
elevations. The rear elevation simply consists of bands of windows. No
decorations or ornamentation appears on the facade. The interior is plain,
simple and functional.

The building occupies quite a prominent position and being on an island
site can be seen from all four sides. This makes it something of a rarity. The
visual impact of the Neo-Classical elevations is quite striking and immediately
conveys the importance of the building. It should be considered as having built
heritage value. Apart from the installation of window mounted room coolers,
there is little evidence of alteration and the facade retains its authenticity.
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The social value of the building lies in its function as a magistrates’ court
and the role the magistrates have played in the field of law and order. It is a
well known local landmark in Western District. The massive masonry elevation
at the vertex site facing down along Pok Fu Lam Road to the Queen’s Road
gives a strong impression of sincerity and authority.

This area is mainly made up of old residences and certain heritage
buildings along the Central and Western Heritage Trail; for example, Old Tsan
Yuk Maternity Hospital (gﬁﬁj\%ﬁ%, now Western District Community
Centre), Old Lunatic Asylum Chinese Block (& = * "%?E{Nﬁj[i?a‘, now Eastern
Street Methadone Clinic), and the facade of Old Mental Hospital (£, f& ﬂﬁj

[ 1= ).

If it ceased to be required for a magistrates’ court no doubt the building
could be fully utilised for government offices.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Che Kung Temple
Che Kung Miu Road, Tai Wai, Sha Tin

Che Kung Temple (i * &) in Sha Tin was probably erected before the 16"
year of Guangxu reign (7% 5#,1890) of the Qing (i) dynasty as a stone tablet of its
renovation has the dating. The temple was built by villagers in Sha Tin for the
worship of Che Kung, a native of Nanchang (FHFE 1) of Jiangxi (= '1) province in
the Southern Song dynasty (1127-1279) who is legendarily a general having
supreme power to suppress rebellion and renowned for his loyalty to the Emperor.
Also he has power to dispel epidemics. At a time when a plague killing a lot of Sha
Tin people, they begged for the blessing of Che Kung who finally pacified it. A
temple was then built to commemorate the deity. The temple was managed by nine
villages of Sha Tin, called Alliance of Nine (7=#%) until 1936 taken over by the
Chinese Temples Committee (£ * 1=+ £} Fﬁr) up till now. The temple has been
famous for its windmill in recent decades which believed it could bring luck to the
worshippers. It has then become very popular especially on the 2" day of the first
lunar month, the Che Kung Festival (71 > ), leading to disorder in the temple.
This leads to the expansion of the temple in 1993 where a new temple eight times
the size of the old one was built and the compound enlarged to 2,552 square
hectares. The old temple is now only open to the public occasionally.

It is a two-hall structure with one side chamber on its left and right in Qing
vernacular design. The pitched-roof building has a renovation in 2004 using new
materials to dress up the temple. Whilst retaining the granite door frame, lintel and
base of the temple, the external walls are plastered with false brick lines and roofs
with green glazed ceramic tiles. A pair of ceramic dragons and a pearl were
installed on the ridge and wall and gable friezes decorated with paintings and
mouldings of landscapes, flowers-and-rocks and geometric pattern motifs.

The Che Kung Temple is a rare type of temple in Hong Kong.

The simple historic temple has moderate built heritage value to reflect the
development of Sha Tin areas. Numerous repairs have been carried out to the
temple with some dated including those in 1890, 1993 and 2004. The recent

renovation has very much diminished the authenticity of temple.

The old temple has group value with the new one built in 1993.
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The new temple is crowded with worshippers in the early morning on the first
festival of Che Kung for his very best blessing. Three others on the 27" day of the
third, the 6™ day of the sixth and the 16™ day of the eight lunar months are not that
popular. Da Chius (§7[i) were held on the 23" day of the tenth lunar month to
feature the deity’s warding off epidemic power tradition but has been replaced by
Shen Gong opera performances (fH21/5%).
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Historic Building Appraisal
Hindu Temple
No. 1B Wong Nai Chung Road, Happy Valley, H.K.

The Hindu Temple (H/#% %) was built in 1953. It was founded by the
Hindu Association of Hong Kong (ﬁ?ﬁﬁj@?’%ﬁ). The foundation stone
was laid on 15 February 1953 by Mrs. Varanbai Hiranand. Seven months later
the temple was completed and it was officially opened by the President of the
Hindu Association of Hong Kong.

Indians have fanned out around the world as independent businessmen,
professionals, military personnel, watchmen, and labourers, and Hong Kong has
long been one of their destinations. In the early colonial days, some Indians
have served in the military and the police. The Partition of India after World
War 11 resulted in a large influx in the 1950s and 1960s.

The main elevation of the Temple faces northeast. It is three stories high
divided into six bays separated by columns. The columns to the two lower
stories are plain, but the columns to the upper storey have decorative bases and
capitals. Moulded columns run across the facade unifying the design. The roof
is flat and features a dome at the southeast end. A staircase with a stepped
decorative wall and a modern canopy is situated at the northwest end of the
building. Internally, the focus of the complex is the worship hall. There is a
spacious internal courtyard in front of the worship hall. An elongated
two-storey block at the southwest provides office accommodation and activity
rooms. There is abundant use of multi-foil ogee arches, which are a common
feature of Indian architecture. The architectural style can be classified as Indian
with influence from Western architecture and Hindu tradition.

This building is quite a rare form of architecture in Hong Kong and has
built heritage value. Past renovations have introduced modern materials but
generally the Temple retains much of its authenticity.

The Temple is considered to be the centre for all aspects of everyday life in
the Hindu community in religious, cultural, educational and social fields. Apart
from worshipping the deities, some ceremonies would be held in the Hindu
Temple, such as wedding ceremonies, engagements and the making of specific
vows. It is a well known local landmark on Wong Nai Chung Road in Happy
Valley.
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The Hindu Temple and the adjacent cemetery of the Hindus form a Group Value
significant complex in representing their identity and long settlement in Hong
Kong. The Temple is closely related to the Sikh Temple (5)3:15%%t) in the
neighbourhood, where Hindus used to worship with the Sikhs before the
erection of their own Temple.

As far as is known there are no plans to demolish, redevelop or convert the Adaptive
Temple. The question of adaptive re-use therefore does not arise at present. Re-use



Historic Building Appraisal
Pak Mong Watchtower
Pak Mong, Lantau Island

Pak Mong ([ I¥ ) is a multi-surname Hakka (%) village in the west of
Tai Ho Wan (), north of Lantau Island, inhabited by the Kwoks (37 *X)
and the Cheungs (3<'%). The main clan of Pak Mong is the Kwoks whose
origin was Taiyuan of Shanxi province (['[f"1417'Fl). Their great ancestor is
Kwok Tsz-yee (3~ %), a famous general of Tang Dynasty (‘?’@IEJ, A.D.
618-907), who was bestowed with the title of Fenyang Wang ({75[ = , literally,
King of Fenyang).

Kwok Shi-ching (FI{* @), an 8" generation member of the clan, came
from Shanghang of Fujian province (fg& _H#i) and settled at Por Kai Shan
(% =711)) in the west of the present Pak Mong in the 1% year of Wanli (ﬁ’?ﬁ
1573) period of Ming (F5]) Dynasty. The Kwoks moved from Por Kai Shan to
settle in Pak Mong in the 15" year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong (i,
1750) of Qing (&) Dynasty. The Kwoks named the area as Pak Mong because
their great ancestors were impressed by a kind of plant called Mong (&,
thatcher’s grass) which blooms white flowers in November. Pak Mong,
together with Ngau Kwu Long (- mé'fj) and Tai Ho (™), were collectively
known as “The Three Hamlets of Mui Wo” (T‘éﬁﬁ“j_: 5E).

The watchtower in the village was erected by the Kwoks in around the
1940s for defensive purpose against pirates, bandits and the invading Japanese.
The watchtower was used as a school named Pak Mong Heung School (f 1t
SEEZ4%) after the Second World War until 1962. It is managed by Kwok Wing
Yun Tong (F-<3a 4i).

The tower is a detached two-story building constructed on a raised platform
in the west of the village. It is facing north providing a high watching position
to safeguard the security of the village. It has a rectangular base. It is a Chinese
vernacular structure constructed of granite blocks and concrete with its walls to
support the flat roof. Rows of granite blocks are rendered in regular bonding
with cement and sand mortar. Internally it is plastered. The door is at the south
elevation. The first floor flooring is constructed of timber joists and planks.
The roof is constructed of reinforced concrete. Two wooden staircases are
installed for access to the first floor and the roof. Small windows are on four
sides of the tower with hood mouldings on the external walls. Narrow gun
holes are on the upper level of the walls. The name of the school “F 15k
%" (should be “tf ”) (Pak Mong Heung School) is moulded on a cement board
above the doorway.
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It is a watchtower to remind the settlement of the villagers in Pak Mong.
It has some built heritage value.
Its authenticity is kept.

The villagers engaged themselves in rice and vegetable growing and
fishing. Many villagers participated in the construction of the tower. It
provided watching and security purposes for any possible attack from the front
and side directions. Two villagers participated in the guerrillas to fight against
the Japanese during the Japanese Occupation (1941-45). The tower was
converted for use as a school called Pak Mong Heung School after the war
teaching children from the nearby Tai Ho (™) and Ngau Kwu Long (- iF“,
é’fj) villages other than those in the village. It had a maximum of 30 students in
its hey days. The school was moved to a new campus near Pak Mong and
named as Pak Mong Three Villages School ([ It = %Eﬁﬂ?fﬁﬁ?ﬁ) in 1962. Due
to the limited number of students, the school was closed in 1986.

The Entrance Gate and the Kwok Ancestral Hall are other historic items in
Pak Mong. Besides, there is a huge rock preserved beside the watchtower. The
entire village is planned in the same orientation with the watchtower. The rural
mountain landscape, the waterstream on the west of the village and the
waterfront blend well with this old village and benefit it in fungshui setting (&t
~I<; topographical and geometrical settings in traditional Chinese belief). The
former Pak Mong School remains abandoned at the east of the village with a
10-minutes-walk distance.
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Historic Building Appraisal
Nos. 60, 62 and 64 Hollywood Road,
Central, H.K.

Land records show that the leases on all three landed properties (Nos. 60,
62 and 64 Hollywood Road) commenced in the 1850s, but it is not known when
the lots were first built on. Possibly, there may have been earlier buildings on
site which they replaced. Judging from their appearance, it is believed that No.
60 Hollywood Road was built in the 1920s which may also be the period when
the other two shophouses (i.e. Nos. 62 and 64) were built.

For more than six decades, No. 60 on the corner of Hollywood Road and
Peel Street has been a herbal tea shop which also sells tortoise jelly (557"
and sugar cane juice (777 7f<). The shop had its own sugar cane fields in the
Ping Shan area of Yuen Long, New Territories. No. 62 is now used as a café,
and old shop signs in terrazzo finish on the pillars at its shop front, bearing
Chinese characters “f=fiZ [ 1-f % 1" and “f=fi# [ F & Jli=C e, indicate that
the shop was once a grocery store named “f=f£” which ceased operation in
2005. On the other hand, a commercial book titled Leb’s Trade & Shopping
Guide of Hong Kong shows that No. 64 was a famous traditional herbal shop
Tin Hee Tong (= 1) selling medicinal oils and pills (f*,’ﬂj"\“ﬁ?) in 1928.

No. 60 on the corner of Hollywood Road and Peel Street is the most
interesting of the three shophouses. It appears to have architectural merit
skillfully combining classical design with geometric Art Deco motifs. Its
appearance is however massed by the modern shop front and the side stall
facing Peel Street. The upper part of the front facade facing Hollywood Road is
in the Neo-Classical style of the 1920s with Art Deco style railings to balconies,
Doric order columns, Art Deco style moulded comics, and glazed and paneled
folding doors and fanlights to balconies. The shop front on the ground floor is
unfortunately in an unsympathetic modern design. The side elevation facing
Peel Street has windows in the upper storeys regularly spaced with cills and
hood mouldings. The windows are side hung casements divided into squares by
glazing bars. Horizontal cornices with Art Deco stepped ends mark the storey
heights. A temporary stall is attached to the side wall of the shop which has
several oddly spaced windows and a side entrance with an ornamental hood
over it. The rear elevation facing the back alley or scavenging lane is plain and
unremarkable. The whole building has been rendered or stuccoed and painted
pale cream.

No. 62 is the middle one of the three shophouses. The upper part of the
facade appears to have been modernized in pseudo-classical style with very
unsuitable mullioned and transorned windows where the balconies should be.
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The original parapet and cornice appear to have survived. The shop front is
modern and unsympathetic in design. The rear elevation is unremarkable and is
fitted with modern style windows. There is another small shop at ground floor
level. The walls back and front are rendered and painted.

The front fagade of No. 64 has also been modernized in pseudo-classical
style with unsuitable modern windows and mosaic tiled apron panels. The shop
front is also modern in design. The rear elevation is rather scruffy and has been
fitted with modern windows. The front wall is finished with mosaic tiles and the
rear wall is rendered and painted.

What is particularly interesting in the way in which the frontages of the
shops are stepped back from the building line to show returns, and also built on
stepped or benched foundations to follow the incline of the street.

Old shophouses are now becoming quite rare due to redevelopment, and
although two of these shophouses have been altered they still compliment each
other and have group value. This type of building is becoming very rare now as
older property makes way for redevelopment.

Nos. 62 and 64 have been drastically altered and the shopfronts on all
three buildings are modern. Restoration to their original appearance could only
be conjectural unless historic photographic evidence becomes available.

The three shophouses are significant in the evolution of Hong Kong’s
social, cultural and commercial development. Their presence reminds us of the

past and serves as an important counterpoint against future development.

There is nothing in the vicinity of the same type. Other old shophouses in
the area include, for example, Nos. 172, 174 and 176 Queen’s Road Central

The best use is probably that for which they are being used at present.
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