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completion in
1846

Drawing by
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Colour lithography
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Flagstaff House

in the 1860s
(Note that
cast-iron posts
were erected to
support the
verandahs)
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Watercolour on
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The Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware is

converted from an old building. This was another at-
tempt by the Urban Council to utilize old buildings
as museum premises, the first being the Hong Kong
Museum of History in the Kowloon Park.

Until 1978, Flagstaff House or Headquarter House
was the office and residence of the Commander of
British Forces in Hong &
Kong. Constructed be-
tween 1844 and 1846,
the two - storey edi-
fice is in fact the
oldest domestic build-
ing in Greek Revival
style extant in Hong
Kong. Over the years it underwent several extensive
renovations. In the 1860s cast-iron posts were
erected to support the verandahs which were rebuilt,
some time before 1897, to form an iron structure
incorporating bathrooms. The most major
alterations took place before the Second World War:
the verandahs were rebuilt to their present form; the
main door was shifted to a new location and a porch
built at the entrance; a central staircase was in-
stalled to replace the two staircases at the ends of
the corridor; and the floors were replaced with con-
crete. In the Second World War the roof sustained
bomb damage, and it was repaired.

In April 1981 Flagstaff House was put under the
management of the Urban Council with a view to
converting the building into a museum devoted to
the subject of tea culture in China. The conversion
was carried out with three objectives. First, the
building was to be structurally reinforced so that it
could be opened to the public. Second, the interior
was to be modified so that it could accommodate
the facilities necessary for a modern museum. Third,
in view of its intrinsic architectural interest, the
building was to be restored as far as possible to its
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in the early 20th
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first-floor
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Flagstaff House

in January, 1983,

just before
conversion into
Museum of Tea
Ware
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Southern view

original  mid-nineteenth-
century appearance. With
the achievement of these
objectives, we have pre-
served a typical example
of western architecture
in a style popular in
Hong Kong in the mid-
nineteenth-century, which
at the same time functions
as a modern museum.

As a branch of the
Hong Kong Museum of
Art, the Flagstaff House
Museum of Tea Ware specializes in collecting, study
and display of tea ware. Exhibited at the ground
floor galleries is the permanent exhibition “Chinese
Tea Drinking”, which introduces the various styles of
tea preparation throughout the history of China. Tea
vessels dating from the Tang dynasty (618 - 907 )to
the Qing dynasty (1644 - 1911)are on display. The
core of the museum collection was donated by
Dr K. S. Lo, including nearly 600 pieces of tea ware
dating from Western Zhou (lith c. B.C. - 771 B.C.) up
to the twentieth century. Temporary exhibitions on
topics related to tea ware are arranged throughout
the year at the I/F galleries.

Since its opening in January 1984, the Flagstaff
House Museum of Tea Ware has organized many
exhibitions and activities on tea ware for the public

of Hong Kong. On 31 August 1989 the museum has
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Flagstaff House
in the early 20th
century, from
Queensway
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Model of Hong
Kong Park.
Flagstaff House
Museum of Tea
Ware is located
in the
north-eastern

side of the Park.

been gazetted as an historical building under the An-
tiquities and Monuments Ordinance. After the open-
ing of the Hong Kong Park in late May 1991, the Flag-
staff House Museum of Tea Ware becomes a venue
within the park. It is our wish that the museum in its
historical structure and garden surroundings will
further enhance the cultural life of the people of

Hong Kong.
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Flagstaff House
Museum of Tea
Ware




FT—2+=
4

Yingging
porcelain cup
and stand

Song dynasty,

lith - 12th

century
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Purple clay
teapot of
square shape
with panels
Signature: Shi
Dabin zhi
Dated dingyou
year of Wanli
period (1597)
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Two teacups
and covers
decorated with
prunus and with
poems

Mark and period
of Daoguang,
1821-50
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FLOOR PLAN OF FLAGSTAFF HOUSE, 1844
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FLOOR PLAN OF FLAGSTAFF HOUSE MUSEUM OF-TEA WARE
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LOCATION MAP OF FLAGSTAFF HOUSE MUSEUM OF TEA WARE
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Museum of
Tea Ware

Parking facilitgs not provided within museum area
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Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware
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(BEH= EHAKEH THRREEN—ZN=HKE)

10 Cotton Tree Drive, Central, Hong Kong

(Bus nos 3, 12, 23, 23B, 40 and 103: first stop up Cotton Tree Drive)
Tel no.: 869 0690

Opening hours: 10 am to 5 pm daily

(Closed on Wednesdays, 25, 26 December, | January and the first three days
of Chinese New Year)

s T BUR) Hi R

FEEMEER, -~

Published by the Urban Council, Hong Kong
Produced by the Hong Kong Museum of Art, 1991

RBAS

Free Admission

Design . Anna ‘ieung



