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Introduction to Hong Kong Museum of Art
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Hong Kong Museum of Art

10 Salisbury Road, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon.
Enquiries: 734 2167
Opening Hours: Weekdays 10am — 6pm
Sundays & Public Holidays 1pm — 6pm
Closed on Thursdays
Admission:  $10 (Adults)
$5 (Students and Senior Citizens aged 60 or above)
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Hong Kong Museum of Art

The new museum consists of five storeys and one level of basement to
provide a gross floor area of 17,530 sq.m. It forms the last component
of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre complex. The major architectural
feature of the building is a structure of three blocks connected by two
podium-to-roof atrium space. These atrium areas containing staircases
and lifts, are enclosed at roof level by mono pitch curtain wall enclo-
sures rising to about 38 meters. On upper floors of the central block,
glass walls have been designed to allow visitors visual contacts with
the beautiful Victoria Harbour. An open air sculpture court is provided
at the western block.

A total of six galleries of 5,800 sq.m. space are provided. Out of the six
galleries, four are displaying the museum’s collection of Chinese anti-
quities, Chinese fine art, historical pictures and contemporary Hong
Kong art. A Special Exhibition Gallery of 1,400 sq.m. is equipped to stage temporary loan
exhibitions of international standard from local and overseas sources. The last Gallery is a
special gallery for the display of the Xubaizhai Collection of Chinese Painting and Callig-
raphy donated by Mr. Low Chuck-tiew.

A wide range of supporting facilities are provided for the organization of educational and
extension activities. These include a lecture hall, 3 visual art studios for practical work in
ceramics, painting and print-making, 2 orientation rooms for holding preview receptions and
for briefing groups and students, an art reference library, a room for the museum'’s Friends
Society, a museum shop and an art sale shop.

Other service facilities provided include 2 work-rooms for metal and carpentry work, a photo-
graphic studio and darkrooms, a mass media workshop, design studios, conservation
laboratories and 8 artefact storages.
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Fairy playing a flute,
mark of Huang Jitian
Mid 20th century
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Procelain plaque painted with
landscape in gianjiang enamels
Jin Pinging (active 1862-1908)
Dated 1877

A (618-906 )

Pottery horse in sancai glaze
Tang dynasty (618-906)

Chinese Antiquities

The Collection of Chinese Antiquities is
best represented in Chinese ceramics,
which numbers over 600 items and
represents almost a quarter of the collec-
tion. Other items include Chinese
textiles, bronzes, snuf bottles, bamboo
carvings, jade, lacquer, cloisonné, paper-
cuts, woodblock prints
and other Chinese
minor arts and

=)

folk craft. Other Museum holdings like
Canton enamels, although small in
number, consist in each category some
representative items. The total collec-
tion of Chinese Antiquities exceeds
2,500 items.
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Landscape 1794

2R (1747-1799 )

Li Jian (1747 — 1799)

Chinese Fine Art

The Chinese Fine Art
Collection, built up through acquisition
and donation from local and overseas
sources, is comprised of 3,200 items in
1991. With a strong emphasis on works
by Guangdong masters, the scope of the
collection continues to expand to
include works by Chinese masters in
successive dynasties.

In 1989, the Urban Council received
from Mr. Low Chuck-tiew, a generous
gift of 500 masterpieces from his
Xubaizhai  Collection of Chinese
Painting and Calligraphy.

AREE (1900-1991 )
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Lin Fengmian (1900 — 1991)
Landscape
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Contemporary Hong Kong Art
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Another Sphere 1989
Hon Chi-fun (b. 1922)

HhK %1969
BEtEE (1905—)

"he Water Carrier 1969
Luis Chan (b. 1905)

The Museum started its collec-
tion on contemporary art since
the opening of the Museum in
1962. Most of the works are
collected through acquisition
from local sources. In 1991
there were over 1,800 items in
the collection which can be divided into
seven categories: Oil Painting, Water-
colour and Drawing, Chinese Ink Paint-
ing, Chinese Calligraphy, Graphic Print,
Sculpture, and Others. A selected
number of works by contemporary
Chinese artists residing outside Hong
Kong are also collected in the Museum.

1990
BRRE S (1922—)

Kwong Yeu-ting
(b. 1922)

Chinese Garden 199
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Ma Kok Temple, Macau 1825-1852
George Chinnery (1774-1852)
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Historical Pictures

The historical pictures collec-
tion consists of a total of 1,100
items of which 170 are oil paintings, 500
are watercolours and drawings and 430
prints. Among these items, some are
paintings executed by Chinese artists
which were sold to Europeans as part of
the China trade while others are works
of European artists who had either
visited or lived in China in the 18th and
19th centuries. This collection has been
mainly built up from the Charter
Collection, the Hotung Collection and
the Law and Sayer Collections with new
additions through acquisitions in recent
years.

In general, this collection presents a
vivid picture of life in the Far East,
particularly in the Treaty Ports, Macau
and Hong Kong during the 18th and 19th
centuries.
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Folding Fan with views of Guangzhou,
Macau and Hong Kong
mid 19th century
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Toni Grand
Untitled
Fish, wood and stratified polyester
Collection the artist

1988
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Shirley Jaffe

The Centre 1990

Oil on canvas

Galerie Jean Fournier, Paris

Special Exhibition Gallery

The special exhibition gallery is
sophisticatedly ~equipped to stage
temporary loan exhibitions of interna-
tional standard. The gallery measures
1,400 sq.m. and, like other galleries, has
round-the-clock  temperature  and
humidity control. A box grid hangs from
its 4.5 metre ceiling to provide a flexible
lighting system. The huge display panels
are movable to suit different designs of
changing exhibitions.

Selected exhibits from the inaugural
exhibition: Too French-Contemporary
French Art jointly presented by the
Urban Council and the Cartier Founda-
tion for Contemporary Att.
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Photo Credits: Contemporary French Art
Cartier Foundation|for Contemporary Art
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The Reader’s Digest Collection of Modern Masters
On-site sketching

Education and Extension Services

To promote art education among the
public, with the younger generations in
particular, is always the Museum'’s chief
concern. Group visits are conducted
regularly by the Museum’s docents for
each exhibition.

A Chinese and English quarterly ‘News-
letter’ includes news on current exhibi-
tions, travelling exhibitions, film prog-
ramme, lectures and features on
museum collections. It is issued free of
charge to educational and cultural
institutions, artists, schools, the mass
media and individual readers. Visitors
can also obtain the Newsletter at the
counter of the Museum.

Slides and photographs of objects in the
collection may be purchased by applica-
tion to the Museum. A list of Museum
publications and instructions for
ordering is also available. The Museum
also publishes reproductions and post-
cards of selected paintings and prints in
the collection for sale in addition to

exhibition catalogues.




