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'From Common to Uncommon — the Legend of Ha

Bik-chuen’is a highlight, of the Hong Kong Museum of Art’s

exhibition programme for 2011. The exhibition takes a retrospective

look at the life of the iconic local artist, Mr. Ha Bik-chuen, and showcases his
"extraordinary artistic achievements.

'Ha had once said that an exhibition like this would constitute another miracle
in his artistic career. He had also identified the four directions of his creative
paths, namely, the exploratory works in print and sculpture since 1960s,
photographic works since 1980s and the recent ink paintings. The four
themes that run through this exhibition — ‘Nature World, ‘Geometrical
Forms; Abstract Creation'and Figures Obsession’reflect how Ha expressed

his concern'for art and the real world, as well as their connection,

. Ha Bik-chuen was a self-taught artist. His passion and dedicated pursuit
saw him move from paper flower crafting to the path of creativity

in art, He applied techniques gleaned from the handicraft tradition

and borrowed the creative experience of his peers, while finding his
imagination foothold in everyday life. His use of found objects made

his art stay connected with the real world, imbuing them with a

strong sense of immediacy and warmth of appeal. Although his

works were never straightforward depictions of To Kwa Wan,

the area where he lived, the elements of a bygone world are
all there. One can almost hear the din from the streets, the
shrill cry of animals to be slaughtered in the Cattle Depot
and the tinkling and cranking from garages and hardware
stores, feel the intimidating towering presence of the

gas drums and smell the fragrance of tea wafting

from the ofd café. They are all uniquely local

elements representative of everyday living

and neighbourly warmth. Through such

implements as leaves, metal scraps,

discarded auto wheels, family

members’old footwear

etc,\Ha has

made his art a paean to Life and his community.

Ha was also an exponent of modernism. His works have a

strikingly bizarre aura, with an emphasis on the originality of

form. Such audacity makes him an adventurer in the realm of art.

He once said he was the first in the use of bamboo as material for

sculpture, which cannot be truer. This modernist approach td creative

innovation permeated his works throughout his life, giving rise to many

powerful and magnificent artwork series. Yet when seen at another level,

Ha Bik-chuen’s artistic sojourn is in itself a distinguished ‘work of art”: his ,\\
experience shows that with hard work, even ordinary folks can realize lofty \
ideals and light up a common existence with the exuberant colours of art.

This exhibition will have on display more than eighty works by Ha. Apart from
showcasing his artistic achievements, it also traces through a profile of his daily
life, the complementary relationship between his creative process, his studio, the
surroundings of his community, subject matter and inspiration. We would like
to thank especially Mrs. Ha Leung Siu-mei and her family for their unconditional
support for Ha's creative career throughout the years. In particular, we would
like to thank Mrs. Ha for her immense support in the collation of her late
husband's works and related information. We would also like to express our
gratitude to the Hong Kong Sculpture Society for their assistance in the
collation, photography and research of the exhibits, and in the selection of

the best works from Ha's huge collection. Last but not least, we would like

to thank Professor Cheng Yin-cheong and Mr. Victor Tai, President of the

Hong Kong Sculpture Society, for their inspiring articles and analyses

of Ha's art. /

/
Not only have Ha Bik-chuen’s works blazed an ‘uncommon’ /

trail for the artist himself, they have also touched his family,
friends, peers, and young artists with the true essence

of art. What he created has long sown the seeds in
people’s hearts, andshis influence on art will

persist for a long time to come.
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ARTIST'S BIOGRAPHY

1925 Bom in Jiangmen, Guangdong. The youngest
in the family 1932
1945-1949 Being an apprentice at a paint decoration shop,

Stopped schooling due to war

responsible for making text model and colouring. Later on selling

his own paintings to a mirror frame shop for a living 1949  Moved
to Macau.  Encouraged by the Priest of the St Lazarus Parish to sell Ha's
handmade paper flowers at the church as offerings of the church-goers and
the flowers were widely popular among them 1957 Settled in Hong Kong.
Established ‘Style Handicrafts Factory, design and produce handmade paper
flowers and basketry to well-known department stores for sale 1960 Joined
The Chinese Contemporary Artists' Guild led by Luis Chan. Began exploring the
creation of sculptures, mainly made of wood and bamboo ~ Early 1960s
Paper flower industry was diminishing. Closed the ‘Style Handicrafts Factory’
and began to design plastic flower model for a factory. Later, turned to artistic
creation as career from amateur 1964 Inspired by Chueng Yee's artworks
at his solo exhibition at the Hong Kong City Museum and Art Gallery, then
started to create prints 1967 Ha's artworks were on public display at

The Chinese Contemporary Artists' Guild's exhibition 1969 Owned

his first television in order to witness Apollo11’s moon landing mission

1970 Awarded as
the champion of the Flower Arrangement Competition at The 28t
Hong Kong Brands and Products Expo 1974 Became a

and created artworks to celebrate the event

member of the Graphics Society, U.S.A.

1975 Received the Urban Council Fine Arts Awards
(Sculpture & Print) at the Exhibition of Contemporary Hong Kong
Art,Hong Kong 1978 Ha’s artwork Rising Sun was awarded

as winner at the Aberdeen Centre Sculpture Design Competition,

Hong Kong 1979 Has artworks were being introduced to cities in

North America and toured across the continent 1982 Owned his first
semi-automatic camera and began to use photography as his main approach

to explore and create artworks. Joined the Hong Kong Sculptors Association,
as one of the founding members 1987 Joined the Hong Kong Visual Arts
Society 1991  Received the Artist of the Year Awards 1991 (Printmaker of
the Year), Hong Kong Artist's Guild, Hong kong 1993  Received the bronze
award, The 1 Chinese Printmaking Exhibition, Shanxi Artier Gallery, China
Mid-1990s Traveled to Europe and U.S.A. and was inspired by Western
Art. Produced artworks that carried influence of the West, such as Recluse
1996 Received the Lu Xun Prize of Print, Chinese Print-makers Association

1997

Arts Development Council.

Received the Fellowship for Artistic Development, Hong Kong
Created My Way, based on the event of The
Handover of Hong Kong’s Sovereignty to China 2003  Received the
award for Arts Achievement (Visual Arts), Hong Kong Arts Development
Council 2007 To promote sculpture-making, founded the Hong
Kong Sculpture Society and served as the Founding President of

the Society /£

(Ha was also a member of the Hong Kong Graphics A
Society and The Hong Kong Modern Art Society of :

Watercolours)
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Sculpture Series: Iron Bird
]
2002 o
BAHEM Mixed media
2008

69x31x15cm . ABAR

Wood and ox horn

92 x45x 34 cm
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Untitled

2005
ABREESER
Vertical scroll, ink and
colour on paper

=]
97 x 66 cm
=]
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Nature Werld

B i

Sunrise

2003
ABREOERIH
Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on

paper
40.4x80.3 cm




B 7 2> % 58 Time Flies

1967
BB FEM Mixed media

103x91x12cm

#EH A Robot

1999

JBEEM Mixed media
76 x 100 cm
ERBMER

Collection of Hong Kong Museum of Art




% Sentry
1992
BEEM Mixed media

121.6x121.6 cm

# & BYE872 Rhythmic Combination

1992
BEEHM Mixed media

122.1x122.1cm




& Figures

1971
%R Bamboo and wood

136.4x136.6 x9cm

£42 Joy Renewed

1979
I8 4530

Master board for print

78.6 x 60.5 cm

#4 B Joy Renewed

1979
W # Print

79x61cm

BB BT IR
Collection of Hong Kong
Museum of Art




& 881415 Melodious Rhythm

2008
BEEM Mixed media

190.5x72.5x12cm

#l 2 Message

1992
BEEM Mixed media

122x91.2cm

& EE Soaring Aspiration

1989
IBEEM Mixed media

122.6 x91.6 cm




®bsession

B9l K &R
Master Magician

1999
BEREM

Mixed media

126 x30x22cm

g ZE
Model of the Century

2004

BREEM

Mixed media
171x37 x50 cm
EBRMER
Collection of Hong Kong
Museum of Art
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