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“In the art of painting, works in ink surpass all.
They stem from nature, and fulfill the functions of the universe.”

- Wang Wei (699-759) — A poet of the early Tang dynasty

Chinese ink painting has a particularly long history. From its ancient beginnings in decorating
Neolithic pots, traditional Chinese ink painting reached its height in the Tang dynasty. The
continuous re-interpretation links ink art to our present-day society and keeps it alive. Ink art has
come full circle as some artists have sought to expand beyond the two dimensional confines of ink
on paper or silk.

The curatorial approach aims at raising the question of how ink art, with over 3000 years of history,
has evolved through time to become an art form that is contemporary yet strongly rooted in tradition.

The “New Ink Art” exhibition consists of more than 60 works by 30 artists predominantly from Hong
Kong. The works of art are principally drawn from the Museum collection, augmented by both
private and artist collections. The exhibition is of an international calibre as it displays the
ingenious creative spirit our Hong Kong artists share with accomplished Chinese artists in other
parts of the world, including Mainland China and overseas, thus providing a wider context for
evaluating and appreciating their work.

To demonstrate the manner in which ink art has developed, the exhibition seeks to understand “ink”
in its broadest sense, seeing it not merely as a selected medium but rather a necessary reference
central to Chinese culture. Modern “ink” art has evolved to display its many other possibilities. This
has a great bearing on how the traditional medium of ink is being internationally recognised, and
can be further popularised to become a contemporary idiom.

In the 20th century, Hong Kong was a centre for the development of new ink painting; it has been
the forerunner, Hong Kong becoming the first city in the region to emerge as a centre of new ink art.
No one epitomises this more than Lui Shou-kwan who played a critical role in modernising ink
painting between the 1950s and 1970s. He interpreted the meaning of modern ink painting as being
the amalgamation of the best Chinese art and Western aesthetics, thus forming the backbone of
modern Chinese painting. In his later years, his career reached its peak with the creation of his Zen
paintings.

This “New Ink Art” exhibition has set forth a historical journey on the evolution of new ink art and
its contemporary variations. With the growing interest in modern ink art painting, this exhibition and
others of its type suggest the timeliness of establishing a museum of modern ink art — a permanent
repository and ever-changing showcase of modern ink art. Such a museum would also acknowledge
the quintessential dynamism of the ink art medium for which Hong Kong is a major centre.

Alice King
Guest Curator
August 2008
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I /KZBEMi The Innovators

REAESBAMT 1R - aRBEANRBESNER - RRM4EM
WAEEHKEE FREAR  2ERAKBENEE -

This theme presents modern ink masters who, despite their
initial practice in traditional ink art, gradually broke away
from it. Under this theme are grouped Ding Yang-yong, Lui
Shou-kwan and Luis Chan whose artworks demonstrate their
openness to external intellectual and cultural frames of
reference.

11 E#55MR Beyond Tradition
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This theme explores the modern interpretation of traditional
subject matter such as landscape painting. The artists
stepped away from tradition by favouring the experimental
dimension of the use of brushwork, and at times, different
media.

I 3 A LRV = Evolving City Life
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This theme presents Hong Kong artists’ views of the city

with a focus on social and cultural concerns intertwined with
urban references.
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Chinese calligraphy is an integral part of the art of ink painting. Contemporary ink artists
have attempted to deconstruct and reconstruct Chinese characters, text and symbols to
produce innovative images. The theme of this section reflects the evolving nature and
transformation of the concept and language of Chinese calligraphy.

V KBHEEZ New Frontier
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This theme presents a group of artists with the widest range of expression. What their
artworks have in common lies in the tension created between traditional and
contemporary art. The artists under this theme have transcended the traditional
boundaries of ink art to develop their own visual vocabulary. '

VI k2 : 2EB?3EBR? Is It Ink Art?
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This theme refers to artworks that seemingly have nothing to do with the ink brush tradition. We
see similar brushwork, whether in oil or other media, used by artists of this group as having an
affinity to ink painting because of its evocative rendering. Against the background of the ink art
tradition, media such as organic installation, acrylic on canvas, digital art and burn marks
expressed by gunpowder explosives provide new visual experiences, many of which can be
interpreted as three-dimensional Chinese ink paintings. Their controversial pieces will perhaps
draw people’s attention to new ink art that remains brushwork related.



ZRENMX Participating Artists

I K2E/ The Innovators

T#7% Ding Yang-yong
BEE  Lui Shou-kwan
BR#EZ  Luis Chan

11 E# M % Beyond Tradition

it Tien Chi
FHEIB  Wucius Wong
HBE Fang Zhaoling
RE#E Leung Kui-ting
BXKE  Raymond Fung
REE Hung Hoi
2IE4  Liu Guosong

11 3 A SCHY# 2 Evolving City Life

57  Wong Sau-ching (Ching)
BZXZ  Wilson Shieh
4kEE  Chu Hing-wah

IV X F3EXF Transformed Text

EFX#E Wang Tiande
AXE Gu Wenda
ZEHR Lee Chunvi
EZR HaBik-chuen
BBR Fung Ming-chip
#H#58  Kan Tai-keung

V KEBFEZ New Frontier
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Tony Ng Kwun-lun

Irene Chou

Kwok Mang-ho (Frog King)
Yang Jiechang

Chao Chung-hsiang

Choi Hoi-ying

= EB?3EER? Is It Ink Art?

Man Fung-yi

Lui Chun-kwong
Wong Chung-yu
Ming Fay

Cai Guo-Qiang

Note: Artists’ names are rendered variously in Cantonese, Pinyin, or Wade-Giles Romanization,
following the customary usage for each artist.
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R E Exhibition 22.8-26.10.2008

NERDEMREEBFEE105E FEEME 12 EREEENRERE
Contemporary Hong Kong Art Gallery, 2/F, Hong Kong Museum of Art
10 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon

BB Enquiries : 2721 0116 41E Website: http://hk.art. museum

BORGEEDBEMERPERE  NEBABEEEBERCEHBAORED -
BN T ARBIR AL A M: http://hkuspace.hku.hk

An exhibition of selected artworks will be held at HKU SPACE Admiralty Learning Centre
after the exhibition period at the Hong Kong Museum of Art.

Details will be announced on School website in October: http://hkuspace.hku.hk

s E Symposium 23.8.2008 10:00 am - 4:30 pm

NEXRDEMTEFEE105; HESMEHE HEE
Lecture Hall, B/F, Hong Kong Museum of Art, 10 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon
(M BFEREBE#ET Conducted in Cantonese & Putonghua; FEEfIBRR + 5%£E)%48 First come first served)

AR EEBRMEREEAREXEBERERE -
For details, please refer to the website of the Hong Kong Museum of Art or HKU SPACE.

3% Presented by
BREE N LB H%E Leisure and Cultural Services Department

#2| Organized by
B E1i188 The Hong Kong Museum of Art

EREXRR A Guest Curator
SEEF &+ Mrs. Alice King

BERS Adviser
B SEAE Mr. Laurence Tam

X #E#48 Supporting Organisation
EBARBEEERER ABERKEREMP L
Centre for Creative and Performing Arts, HKU School of Professional and Continuing Education

REE$EB Sponsor of Exhibition Catalogue
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KEE The Ink Society
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Z#I Lui Shou-kwan
BE®(—) KBREEXR
Zen Painting | Ink and colour on paper

1974 70x139cm
(BEBEMER Collection of Hong Kong Museum of Art)



