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Henan is focated right in'the ‘centre of China. From o
map we can see. fhat Henan lies along both sides of
the middle reaches of the mighty Yellow River and that
motntains ‘enclose the province on ifs southem and
northern sides. The fertile sail of Henan gave birth fo
the cultire of the.ancient Chinese!

Did \yot know?' In ‘ancient times,, Henan was an
economic, political.and cultural cenfre’of China. As
result,“countless ancient. objects have béen unearthed
there.. Seeing these treasures gives. us-an insight into
fhe :lives ‘of dhe ‘people who "once "owned' these
obiecfs.

Here we infioduce o number of maijor sifes in Henan
where important objects have been discovered. Ve
will examine' when and: where they were discovered,
as'well as their features and historical significance.
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A site is where an ancient village, city, house, wori(shop, temple or
cemelery once sfood.

Vh“ ,&vnb“bd‘iﬁ':r‘:.‘\ / ‘ & ‘i"jl"ix"‘_’. :

\

Trosceccsnacnnewsasagpew

—a

Bk

»
(]
i
'
- Y
T .
] R
' “:
. )
' 5
) X
3% s
$ »
'
]

Anyang City

SHAANXI st
=[S [Ere=Ru) S angsh@o Sife
lheiGuosStatelCemetenyd e gy <

fee-=ccsccas

H1 [ s Map of China

vall

ceseecceeseecenceReTeRTanee®es

® o Wit BR
=g Mianchi (o

]
|
]
]
. . .
: Sanmenxia City
]
]
|
| |

- ]

o

A b ] — 5 AR HE - BEE DM E o
Map of Henan ~ Major Sites and Burials

o1




"N

MARER %Eﬁmﬁut ($E457,000-9 oooﬁ)

Neolithic Age Peiligang Culture (7,000 - 2,000 years Ogo)

The Peiligang Site is named for the village where it
was found in Xinzheng City in Henan Province.
There, in 1977, a team of archaeology students
doing fieldwork training discovered items used by
people in ancient fimes. These early neclithic ifems
were between 7,000 and 9,000 years old. Because
\ of the unique shape and style of the objects, the
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G archaeologists who discovered them identified them

4 1‘ as objects belonging to a particular culture, to which

'»:&‘ w\ %}? they gave the name - Peiligang Culture.
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daily basis by the original inhabifants were found.
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?v‘f{%;e These proved that our ancesfors once lived seffled
%E .’ lives in a village on this spot. At Peiligang, pottery
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containers used for the cooking and sforage of food
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were also found. These pots were shaped by hand,
and their forms and decoration are simple and plain.
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B BRERCAERRLEE - Together with the burnt grains of sorghum found at EHBHED -

Peiligang proved that agriculture was already

s WHAT Is A CULTURE?

A culture is the sum tofal of the things created by a group of people

in ancient fimes.

HOW IS A CULTURE NAMED?

An archaeological culture is often named after the place where that

unique culture was first found.

FTERT 262 il o
The Peiligong Site in Xinzheng City
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Stone quern and roHer These stone implements were used for taking the husks off the grain.
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The Yangshao Culture was discovered in the village A ' HRERA ML (EE‘%‘S,OOO - 7,000%)
of that name found north of Mianchi in Henan - ¥3 Neolithic Age, Yangshao Culture {5,000 - 7,000 years ago) by

Province. In 1921 archaeologists discovered the
remains of an ancient village here and they unearthed
many stone, bone and pottery objects. These were
between 5,000 and 7,000 vears old. Yangshao
Culture was named after the village where these types
of objects were first found.

Yangshao Culture covered a very big area. Apart
from the village where it was first discovered, items of
the culture have been found all along the Yellow River
- in Shanxi, Shaanxi, Gansu and Inner Mongolia, but
Henan was the centre of the culture. The objects of
Yangshao Culture found in different areas had their
own particular shape, style and decoration.
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Yangshao Culture is offen called "Painted Pottery

BIPERAT o 1921 4 - EHEABEEERER . _ ,

e 9 N .m . Culture", because painted pots were fypical of the
—EEREELL - WL S A - B culture. These pots are decorated with patterns
ffges - By CEREER ALY 5,000-7,000 & - inspired by everyday life and nature. For example,
MBXALERREE & S E B WA AR we can see fish, flowers, stars, the sun, the moon,

e o the planets and animals. This shows that the Q& |
Yangshao people worshipped nafure and
admired beautiful objects.
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K o with particular painted colour designs. The colours were first
painted on the clay which was then fired. Most nedlithic painted

WHAT Is PAINTED POTTERY?

Painted pottery is the name for a type of neolithic poftery decorated

colour designs are geometric shapes, animals and plants.
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The Yangshao Site in Mianchi County.. B
ALk — BAIMRER1984F BN BZE T ARBEI L - SMEREER - TAZEEM -
Red pottery bowl - This bowl was unearthed in 1984 at Buzhaozhai in Mianchi County. The surface of the bowl is
plain and decoration was not regarded as important. :
;ﬂzﬁ@ﬂizx fm’ﬂiftmﬁﬁﬁl&% BRI FERL LM - CHBH R MR - Y= ALK - .Eﬁ@(
Painted pottery bowl - Yangshco culture was widespread and this painted potiery bowl was dug up in Miaodigou in
Shaanxi provmce II has unusual black painted arcs, triangles, dots and lines on it.
OF FRBVHE — BERIBEOMIEE - HE L8E/ % - A% - BANEBROESSHEEE -

Painted pottery jar wnh scenes of hunting — This i is a painted pottery jar painted with a fortoise, the sun, @ humer anda
running deer.
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The Yin Ruins were found in the area of Xiaotun
Village on the banks of the Huan River in the north-
western suburbs of Anyang in Henan Province. Since
1928 archaeologists have conducted a number of
digs here and uncovered a large capital city of the

Shang dynasty which was more than 3,000 years
old.

In the Western Han dynasty, Sima Qian in his famous
history of China called Records of the Historian
wrote: 'In the 273 vyears from when King Pan Geng
moved his capital to Yin until the destruction of King
Zhou, the last ruler of the Shang dynasty, Yin
remained the capital city". This ancient book shows
that many kings of the Shang dynasty made "Yin" their
capital. After the Shang dynasty was destroyed by
King Wu of the Zhou dynasty, "Yin" fell info ruins. In
1899, it was discovered that turile shells and animal
bones unearthed in Xiaotun Village were inscribed
with writing. This writing, which was called oracle
bone inscriptions, explained many of the mysteries
regarding the ancient city of Yin that had fallen info
ruins thousands of years ago.

Many very valuable items have been discovered at
the Ruins of Yin. As well as pottery, large numbers of
bronze vessels have been found. Most of these were
used for storing, preparing or drinking wine, seeming
to bear out the ancient story that the Shang kings
destroyed their empire because of their excessive
indulgence in wine drinking. The most important
discoveries, however, are the huge number of
inscribed oracle bones and shells that have been
unearthed. When the last Shang kings had
prophecies fold about the future, these were
recorded on furtle shells and animal bones, and
these inscriptions record the events of the Shang
A dynasly and the lives of ifs people.
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Shong dynosty (1,600 il 1 046 BCE)
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WHAT ARE ORACLE BONES?

Oracle bones is a general term for turfle plastrons and animal
bones. Most inscribed animal bones were the ox scapulae.

WHY DID YIN PROVIDE SUCH IMPORTANT EVIDENCE

FOR THE EXISTENCE OF THE SHANG DYNASTY?

From the 14th cenfury BCE, when King Pan Geng moved his
capital to "Yin" {the area in and around today's Xiaotun Village) until
King Wu's conquest of Shang, "Yin" was the capital for 273 years -
a period in which there were 12 kings belonging to eight
generations. like the famous Changan (Xi'an) capital of the Tong
dynasty, Yin was the poliical, economic and cultural centre of the

0F BREEL - ABFBEEERS -

The Site of the Yinyu (literally, the Yin Ruins) = The place where large numbers of oracle bones were found.
© BRASTHFHS — BRETROMSERES @ 2UeEx  BRTHEFHIXERRARNEERENS -

A rectangular ding food vessel with a beastmask and nipple demgn — Many different types of bronzes were
discovered at the Yin Ruins. These were wonderfully made and they show that the technology of casting bronzes was
highly developed in the late Shang period.

10 [PRA] 2§ bs — ERBKFRFAESIFE LS MEE -
An oracle bone inscribed with a divination of 'Jiachenzhen' — This inscription describes a question about the future
written on the shoulder blade of an ox during the Shang dynasty in the Jiachen year.
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Luyi is located in the valley of the Huai River. A very
ancient Taoist temple called Taiging Palace was
located here and it was said fo have been the
birthplace of the ancient philosopher lao Zi.
Historians long searched for evidence of this temple
and the history of the popular worship of Lao Zi in this
area. When archaeologists were excavating at the
Site of Taiging Palace in 1997, they unexpectedly
discovered the large tomb of an aristocrat of the
Western Zhou dynasty called Changzikou.

The tomb of Changzikou is regarded as one of the
major discoveries of Shang-Zhou archaeology in
recent years. Many different items were found in the
tomb - pottery, as well as musical instruments, ritual
vessels, weapons, tools and carriage parts all made
of bronze. Among the bronzes were many bearing
the three characters "Changzikou". This inscription
identified the name of the person buried in the tomb.

The tomb's imposing style and huge size, as well as
the quantities and types of bronzes found in the tomb,
are extremely rare for the Western Zhou period and
the owner of the tomb was quite obviously much more
important than an ordinary noble.
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HATIS AN INSCRIPTION?

An mscnphon is a name for ancient
wiiting that was carved on stone, or
incised or cast in bronze. These
inscriptions praise the good deeds of the
living or the dead, or they might record
some instruction or other data.

o A (DRAN,0468E — 771%)
_' Western Zho%ﬂ 046 771 BCE)
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wHO was CHANGZIKOU?

From the inscripfions of the bronze vessels found in his tomb, we
know that Changzikou must have lived during the end of the Shang
dynasty and the beginning of the Zhou dynasty. He would have
been an aristocrat of the Shang dynasty (1,600 - 1,046 BCE).
After Shang was overthrown by Zhou, he was made king of a fief
in Luyi County and so after his death he was buried in keeping with
the burial customs of the Shang period.

11 BEXRE —BRBRERBIMAZTHRE

The Taiging Palace af Luyi - It was said fo be the ancient home of lao Zi, who was the founder choism.
12 RTFOERERS -

Place where the tomb of Changzikou was discovered.

18 [RFOISAHE—RBREREES [RTO] =ZFHX - :
The bronze regular lei wine vessel inscribed with the name "Changzikou" ~ The three characters "Changzikou' were
inscribed on the inside wall and on the lid of this bronze vessel.

14 REWELEA —BSEAMBREAREDA REAR &R & LAFTH - KRB - 'E‘E’\JEQE‘I‘I'E@ ' BAR
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A seated jade figure of a man with a figer's head — From the front this jade figure looks like @ man with a figer's head,
but from behind it looks like a bird. There are cloud patterns carved on its body and these represent wings. This is a
very cleverly designed piece of the Shang dynasy as exemphﬁed by the exquisite carving technique of it.
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Sanmenxia is in western Henan on the banks of the
Yellow River and it has long been important for
communications between the lands lying fo ifs west
and east. The Guo State Cemefery is situated at
Shangeunling, a site north of Sanmenxia City. The
cemetery was discovered in 1956, and from the

(emetenylof
ihelstatelofGUo

: 1950s to the 1990s two very large excavations
(Fo were conducted there, leading fo the discovery of
more than 500 fombs. The cemefery where these
fombs were found was used from the late Western
Zhou period down to the early Spring and Autumn
period. The cemetery contains very large tombs
belonging to kings and princes, as well as small
tombs belonging to ordinary people. Almost certainly
the cemetery was for the use of everyone who lived

in the State of Guo.
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The State of Guo was one of the fiefdoms in the early
Western Zhou dynasty. Guo Stafe survived until 655
BCE when it was destroyed by the Jin State. A sfrict
ritval system was exercised during the Western Zhou
dynasty and the number and types of bronze vessels
which different classes of aristocrats were permitted fo
use were sfrictly defined. This enforced and reinforced
the social hierarchy of that period. Because of the
existence of this ritual system, we know that the
highest ranking person buried in the Guo State
Cemetery was Guo Ji, because in his tomb a set of
seven ding ritual vessel - the largest number - was
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found. Above him in rank was only the Zhou emperor
who could use a set of nine bronze ding. We can
conclude that Guo Ji was the ruler of the Guo State
under the Zhou royal household.

Many rich discoveries were made in the fomb of Guo
RSP TSR E . IR A 1990 & Ji, and the importance of these finds was
EETAELER — - REBHRNEHEY
BEZFES20021F - BIER -2 H T A
B B i #RE 0 BERUFIRMNESRES
ELHREHE -ANE=EDH -

acknowledged in 1990 when the tomb was rated as
one of the fen major archaeological finds of that year.
To date, around 5,200 items have been discovered
in his tomb, including bronze, gold, iron, jade, stone

15 TFEEEREEZEEY -
~ Tomb of Guo Ji, showing a large number of burial objects in the pit.
16 REEE - CERFASEEREANEE LWEA - HNESHANS AR TFEER BRAR TR
FELEHERR °
A jade face mask — This sef of jade pieces was a burial ifem used to cover the face of the body buried in the tomb.

Over thousands of years the silk that once held the jade pieces has rofted away, and today only the jade plaques
remain.
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and agate items, as well as straw,
hemp and silk objects. The bronzes
and jades were especially
plentiful, and these were rare
objects from a  royal

household.
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WHAT ARE RITUAL OBJECTS?

Ritual vessels or objects were vessels used by
aristocrats in the rituals or ceremonies that
accompanied sacrifices, funerals, receptions,
warfare and banquets. Bronze ding, gui food
vessels and zhong bells are examples of ritual vessels
and objects.
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Mount Xi is found inside the royal cemetery of the
rulers of the State of liang in the Mandangshan
Mountains in Yongcheng, eastern Henan. In the
Mandangshan Mounfains in 1922, archaeologists
discovered the Tomb of King Xiao of the liang State
of the Wesfern Han dynasty. For the next two years
they dug and uncovered tombs of all sizes in what fo
date is the largest royal cemetery of the Westem
Han period that has been discovered.

Although the tombs and graves on Mount Xi were
robbed and damaged many years ago, teams of
archaeologists have succeeded in discovering many
rare and valuable objects. In the graves on Mount
Xi, objects made of bronze, iron and crystal were
found, as well as beads of agate and large
quantities of finely carved jades. The most amazing
discovering was a jade burial suit made up of more
than a thousand pieces of jade plaques pierced af
the four comers with fraces of gold wire. The burial
suit was carefully restored, so that foday we can see
how the bodies kings were dressed in
their graves in

the Han e
dynasty more el
than fwo
thousand

years  ago.

The lavish

burial goods found in Han
fombs give evidence of the status
of the tomb owners and their
beliefs of an dfterlife.

Site where the imperial cemetery of King Xiao of liang was discovered.
SEEXK — [EXR] REASFNERBERELERNRR  BIRRETE RETEHNER  BiR (RES)

iE  ARBENERT FRSERK

The jade burial suit sewn together with gold wire — The bodies of dead emperors and the top aristocrats in the Han
dynasty were dressed in ioge suits because it was believed that the jade, the precious and immortal stone, would
prevent the corpse from rotfing and the buried person could live on for ever dfter death. The Hou Hanshu (The Late
Han Historyl mentions that onsfy the emperors could wear jade suits sfitched with gold wire.
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HOW ARE THE ROYAL CEMETERIES IN THE

MANGDANGSHAN MOUNTAINS LAID OUT?

The 2,000 year old royal cemeteries of the kings of liang in the
Mangdangshan Mountains in Yongcheng consist of three main
cemetery areas - Mount Bao'an, Mount Tianzi and Mount Xi.

WHY WERE SO MANY JADES DISCOVERED IN

HAN DYNASTY TOMBS?
The ancient people believed that jade preserved the body and
prevented it from rofiing. In the Han dynasty burials were very
lavish and so the custom of burying jades with the dead was very
fashionable of the period.







