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Hong Kong Artists Series Il records unique
achievements of senior artists who are
pioneers in the early development of Hong
Kong art. "An Unyielding Voyage in Art —
Chan Hoi-ying" is the fourth exhibition in
the series.

Now in his seventieth year, Chan Hoi-ying
has carved the artistic terrain in Hong
Kong. He is an established painter as well
as the founder of the Hong Kong Academy
of Fine Arts, one of the earliest art schools
in Hong Kong. As an artist and art educator,
he is in essence a4 landmark in the
landscape of Hong Kong art.

Born in Hong Kong in 1918, the artistically
inclined youth spent his pastimes studying
illustrations in books and magazines. As a
young man, he studied with the renowned
artist Li Tiefu (1869 - 1952) for 18 years.
Trained in the United States and England, Li
Tiefu painted in the style of the American
painters John Singer Sargent (1856 - 1925)
and William Merritt Chase (1849 - 1916).
Characteristics of the styles of the
American painters are discernable in the
work of Li Tiefu as well as Chan Hoi-ying.
Yet, personal idiosyncrasies distinguish
Chan from the masters whose technical
proficiency became the basis of the
accomplished craftsmanship in the
execution of his work.

Portraiture is Chan's strongest forte. His earlier works
are atmospheric and imbued with a strong presence
of classicism. Manipulation of strong light and dark
contrasts and punctilious brush technique render
striking vividness to the facial countenance of his
subjects. "Mother of the Orient" is a fine example of

his works of this period. In the sixties, Impressionist

approach found the way into Chan's work. Colours
brighten up. Brushstrokes become broader and more
spontaneous. A certain lightheartedness has replaced
the earlier somber mood.

Chan has a reputation for his seriousness in the
approach and treatment of his subjects that he
portraits. Before picking up his brush, he would
spend many sessions of conversation lasting for
hours talking to his subject to gain a familiarity and
understanding of his subject's physical appearance,
mannerism and nuances of his emotional and mental
facilities that make up the overall personality. The
refined sensibilities and emotive evocation of his
portrait paintings won him high regards from
spectators and patrons alike. In 1994, the
International Competition by the American Society of
Portrait Artists honored him as one of the top three
portrait artists.



Other than portraits, Chan's paintings of
landscape and still-life also command
respect among contemporaries. Chan's oil
or watercolour paintings of still-life are
energized with rich and vibrant.
"Tangerines" demonstrates the dynamics of
his solidly layered and deftly arranged
composition. Broad and descriptive
brushstrokes, contrasting hues
supplementing one another bring out the
physical presence of the fruits with richly
lay on textures. In his watercolours, Chan
conveys atmosphere and light with
masterful manipulation of moisture and the
transparency of the water medium.
Ingenuous layering and gradating tones
create the illusion of expansive space in his
compositions.

Chan is a fervent practitioner as well as an
avid promoter of art. The Hong Kong
Academy of Fine Arts, which he founded in
1952, has been a nurturing ground for many
artists in Hong Kong. He lectures
extensively in the subject of his art as well
as art education locally and overseas.

As a guest lecturer, he had been received at major
institutions in the United States including Columbia
University, Boston University, Minnesota State
University, the Art Institute of Chicago, etc. Since
1993, Chan has gradually reduced activities in
teaching duties and concentrated on painting.

"An Unyielding Voyage in Art—Chan Hoi-ying" is an
attempt to encapsulate the development of an
artistic career through a selection of over fifty
representative works of oil, watercolour and
skeiches from the 1940s to the present.
Accompanied with historical documents and
photographs, the display puts into context an artistic
career that parallels the story of the development of
Hong Kong art.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my
gratitude to Mr. Chan for his support and advice
throughout the organization of the exhibitions. On
behalf of the Hong Kong Museum of Art, I
congratulate Mr. Chan for the bountiful products of
his application and dedication to art.

Christina Chu
Chief Curator, Hong Kong Museum of Art
January 2002
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Chan Hoi-ying, a native of the Xinhui in the Guangdong
province, was born in 1918 in Hong Kong. Chan had
shown his interest in painting in the early teens. He
started to learn painting with Li Tiefu at the age of
seventeen and his accomplishment is mostly indebted
attributed to the influence of his teacher. During the
Second World War period, Chan actively took part in
patriotic activities, such as holding a solo exhibition for
the War of Resistance Against Japan in 1937.

From the forties, Chan and his teacher Li Tiefu held a
number of exhibitions in various places in China.
Between the fifties and seventies, Chan organized and
participated in many joint exhibitions with various
masters including Yu Ben ( Yee Bun ), Huang
Chaohuan ( Wong Chiu-foon ), Wu Buyun ( Ng Po-wan ),
Huang Yongyu and Chen Fushan ( Luis Chan ). From the
seventies, the works of Chan was featured in joint
exhibitions in Hong Kong, Thailand, Japan, China and
England, including "Hong Kong Artists: the Early
Generation" ( Hong Kong Museum of Arte1978 ),
"National Arts Exhibition" ( various cities in China « 1984 )
and "International Fine Arts Exhibition" (Silpakorn
University, Bangkok, Thailand«1993 ). From 1939
onwards, Chan held many solo exhibitions in Hong
Kong, Taiwan and China, including "CHAN Hoi-ying
Retrospective" ( Taiwan Museum of Art + 1993 ), "Over 60
Years — Hong Kong Pioneer Artist: Retrospective
Exhibition by Prof. CHAN Hoi-Ying" ( City Hall, Hong
Kong+1997 ) and "Portraits of Feelings - Paintings by
Chan Hoi-ying" ( The University and Art Gallery,
the University of Hong Kong+1999 ). Mastering
consummate painting techniques and a unique style,
Chan was granted an honor in the International
Competition held by the American Society of Portrait
Artists, U. S.A. in 1994.

Mr. Chan endeavoured to promote art education for over
sixty years. He founded the Hong Kong Academy of Fine
Arts in 1952, serving as the principal and carries on Li
Tiefu's education aspirations. Chan is well-known for his
sincerity and seriousness in art education. As an
educator, Chan has devoted most of his time on his
works from the planning of basic art courses to the
moral education. Innumerable artists were nurtured and
this reflects the significant influence of Chan subtly
made on Hong Kong in a social and cultural context. In
1995, Chan was invited to give lectures and
demonstrations at some of the overseas institutes such as
the University of Columbia and the Art Institute of
Chicago in U.S.A., etc. Since 1993, Chan has retired from
part of his teaching duties and concentrated on artistic
creation.



1. BEZKK

Mother of the Orient

2. FIERZER (1862-1952)

Portrait of My Teacher
Li Tiefu (1862-1952)

3. KRG KA A (1863-1957)
The Art Master Qi Baishi
(1863-1957)

4. WRWET
The Lost Boy

5. BEREERA
Mother Madam Chan Chiuyin

6. WHEZRE %
A Life-long Learning

7. BB

The Russian Professor

8. HERUEWMA
Portrait of the Artist
Feng Gangbai

9. FliEHRML#EL
The Nurse after 1.C.U.

10. BEEER (EH)
Dr. D. C. Stewart ( Sketch )

11. SR

Young Lady's Poetic Affection

2. #XA#R (—)

Artist's Self-portrait I

13 #FXH#ER (D)

Artist's Self-portrait IT

14. #hi—f —
i A2 i A Y
(GLHE)
People Living on the Boundary
( Sketch )

15. BH

The Passionate Eye

16. BERFEA
What is the Truth?

17. BRBEZE
The Old Musician

18. MEIRIE

The Musician

1949
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1982

1983
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23.

24.

25

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32

33

51
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36.

A ¥ L0 i 2 BROVR
Portrait of Mr. Chen Yaocai
Senior Member of The Hong Kong
Federation of Trade Union

MMABIPIE (1856-1925)

Portrait of John Singer Sargent
(1856-1925)

1984

1986

HERENB 1986
Portrait of the Artist

Mr. Zhou Gongli

B/l 1992
Portrait of Miss Duan

A2 T 1992
Portrait of Mr. Li Zisong

[IE A S 1993
Portrait of Mr.Yu Pengnian

AT S O IR 2000
The Architect —

Mr. and Mrs Li Zhongyao

BRUIR 2001
Portrait of Mr. Chen Mingjun
RERLIT — #ER 2002
Portrait of Mr. Li Rengong

R BRIl S A 2002
Portraits of Mr. Li Tiefu and

Dr. Sun Zhongshan

P& 1980
The Young Boy

#XA#EBK () 2001
Artist's Self-portrait I1I

BEas 1945
Red Trees in the storm

AL AR I 1947
Wuxia at Chang Jiang River

AR FR A 1950
Landscape in the Rain
EBHERZR 1956
Shanghai at Dawn

RERHE 1958
Early Summer at Luk Keng
FRLREAZER 1961

Scene of the Seven Star Crags

i

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

44.

45.

40.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51

52.

93

54.

5.

50.

R
The Great Wall

L3N |

Landscape with a Tree

A EFN

The University of Toronto

Ly 8 i i 3K 7

Reaching the Summit

B R
The Old Junk at
Hong Kong Harbour

A 2
A Misty Day

EHRL
The Everchanging Mist

R - R

Landscape from a Distance

K - IR Z K

Autumn in the Rhonde Island

(USA)
ol B

Sunday Afternoon

- f WK

Still life — Fish and Pumpkin

®¥H
Cabbage

H 3%
Cabbage

OF

Peony

LR

Tangerines

£
The Golden Chysanthemum

AL
Fish

%

Chysanthemum

A 4 g

Blooming Gladiolus

2 Bl
Gladiolus
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1964
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1998

1959

1985

1988

1994
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1946

1961

1963

1975

1978

1993

1998
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2000

2001
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