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Art is contained in life,
Life is transformed in art.
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I have been fascinated by the innovative spirit of Western art while
the traditional culture and art of the East have possessed me. Itis
natural for an artist to be receptive of various aspects of art. There
should be no restraint as to creation of art, any material or medium
can be a masterpiece of art if matched congruously with others. |
am fond of using various media: linen, hemp root, paper, wire, board,
oil-colours, plastic-colours, sand and so on which give me a wide
spectrum of creative effect: The greatest satisfaction for an artist is
when his soul of creation merges with the material or medium.
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Born in Hong Kong in 1954, Li started to learn painting in 1968. He was a member of the Hong Kong Modern Art Society of Watercolours
and currently serves as member of the Hong Kong Visual Arts Society and a council member of the Hong Kong Artists' Association . His
works have been widely exhibited in Hong Kong and overseas and are collected by various public and private institutions.

1997 Hong Kong Artists Series: LI Wan-fai - Hong Kong Museum of Art
1993 The 3rd solo exhibition - Galerie Du Monde

1989 The 2nd solo exhibition - Alisan Fine Art Gallery, Hong Kong
1984 The 1st solo exhibition - Royce Galleries, Sydney, Australia

1996 The Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition - Hong Kong Museum of Art
The 23rd Annual Exhibition of The Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Fung Ping Shan Museum of Art,
The University of Hong Kong
World Peace Art Exhibition In Hong Kong - Hong Kong Convention Centre
1995 The 22nd Annual Exhibition of The Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese Culture
Contemporary Hong Kong Painting - Fukuoka Art Museum, Japan
1994 The Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition - Hong Kong Museum of Art
The 21st Annual Exhibition of The Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Fung Ping Shan Museum of Art,
The University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong Art Show In L.A. - Los Angeles, USA
The 10th Anniversary Art Exhibition of The City Polytechnic - The Hong Kong City Ploytechntic
1993 International Chinese Artist Invitational - Sogo Department Store, Hong Kong
The 20th Annual Exhibition of The Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Hong Kong Arts Centre
Younger Hong Kong Artists: Painters & Potters - Exchange Square, Hong Kong
The 2nd Exhibition by The Hong Kong Modern Art Society of Watercolours - Shatin Town Hall and
Tsuen Wan Town Hall , Hong Kong
1992 The Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition - Hong Kong Museum of Art
Macau & Hong Kong Artists Works Exhibition - Macau
The 19th Annual Exhibition of The Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Fung Ping Shan Museum of Art
The University of Hong Kong
International Visual Arts Exchange Exhibition Festival, Hong Kong- Chinese Cultural Centre, Calgary, Canada
The 7th Annual Exhibition of the Asian Watercolours Confederation -Taichung Museum of Art, Taiwan
"Seoul Artists' Methods", Seoul, Korea
The 1st Exhibition by The Hong Kong Modern Art Society of Watercolours - Hong Kong Arts Centre
Hong Kong Contemporary Art Collection Show - Arts Collection Gallery, Hong Kong
1991 The 6th Annual Exhibition of the Asian Watercolours Confederation - Seoul, Korea
The 18th Annual Exhibition of The Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Hong Kong, Macau
The May Flower Show - Trigram, Hong Kong
1989 The Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition - Hong Kong Museum of Art
1988 XXII Prix International D'Art Contemporain De Monte Carlo - Monte Carlo, Monaco
Phillippe Charriol Foundation Modern Art Competition Exhibition - Hong Kong
1987 The Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition - Hong Kong Museum of Art
XXI Prix International D'Art Contemporain De Monte Carlo - Monte Carlo, Monaco
Phillippe Charriol Foundation Modern Art Competition Exhibition - Hong Kong
1986 Phillippe Charriol Foundation Modern Art Competition Exhibition - Hong Kong
1985 The Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition - Hong Kong Museum of Art

1988 The Winner of The Philippe Charriol Foundation Modern Art Competition (Hong Kong)

Hong Kong Museum of Art Regional Council Museum

Art Library, Urban Council Philippe Charriol Foundation of Hong Kong

Consulat General De France Service Cultural Cathay Pacific Airline Co.

The H.K. Land Property Company Co. Ltd. The Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Ltd.

Painting by Li Wan-fai - Hong Kong :1992
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It is a major aim of the Urban Council to foster the development of Hong
Kong art and to encourage local artists in artistic creation by presenting art
exhibitions, competitions, education and extension activities and publications.
The presentation of exhibitions of the Hong Kong Artists Series is one of
these promotional measures.

Born in Hong Kong, Li Wan-fai started painting in 1968 and his works have
been selected in various art competitions. Currently he works as a
professional painter and a member of various art groups and societies. To
pursue a creative career, an artist will always try new experiments and
transformations and keep an alert vigil on life and society. In the course of
artistic cultivation, it is inevitable that he will face moments of doubt,
contradiction and confusion. The artistic career and stylistic changes of Li
Wan-fai also testify to such an evolution. His earlier works featured favorite
themes of trees, birds, mountains and waves in fascinating colours on
segmented pictorial planes, constituting poetic visions of the vitality and
stillness of nature. In the late 1980s, he changed to twist and gloomy human
figures built up with dark and pale grayish colours, burlap and wires, reflecting
his mental struggle and pain and his response to the distorted phenomena
in contemporary society as represented by works like ‘Foreigner’,'Satisfaction’
and others. Since the 1990s, Li turned to abstract representation by
transforming themes of human figures, birds, tree branches and rocks into
linear configurations and planes or even without designated forms. Rich
colours, free brushwork and the natural flow and dripping of paint explored
the qualitative nature of the medium to create a direct dialogue with viewers.
In recent years, Li is fond of portraying mountain ranges, rocks and Buddhist
caves and images. The pale white pigments and rich tones of red, green
and blue produce sharp contrasts with each other, but the mood of these
works comes closer to the essence of Chinese landscape painting with a
sense of modernity. The ‘China Tour’ series are such representative works
revealing the artist's passion for and exploration of the cultural identity of his
mother country, China. In the ‘Ancient Mural’ series, Li creates blurring
images of old gates, grottoes and geometric forms with thick and textured
paint to symbolize traces of cultural legacy left behind with the passage of
time. The ‘Part of Time’ series show abstract and segmented structures
with strong colour contrasts, conveying a sense of momentum between time
and space. His work ‘Legend of Golden Egg’ is an unique piece using a
rooster and a golden egg to represent the artist's optimistic aspiration for the
future. His recent work ‘Lonely’ depicts the back of the painter with his head
turning up, seemingly in deep thought and longing for something beyond
destiny. Works of different subjects and styles reveal Li's bold attempts in
artistic exploration in different directions and each new pursuit carries the
artist's unique message to open up a new vision for the viewers. The present
exhibition features twenty-seven representative works, with a number of
them dated 1997, by this noted painter that charts a comprehensive overview
of his stylistic accomplishments. Here may | express my sincere
congratulations to Mr. Li and wish him further progress in opening up new
horizons in his artistic career.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to the Museum's Honorary Advisors
who have given valuable advice and assistance in the realization of the
second Hong Kong Artists Series. | would also like to thank members of the
visual arts community, who have participated and supported this event for
the promotion of art in Hong Kong.

Gerard CC TSANG
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of Art
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[l 2 ik — RKEOR 1997
BRI

China Tour — In Autumn
1997

Acrylic on canvas

182 x 132cm

Rk —BEIL 1997
EBRBRAR AN

China Tour — Mountainous
1997

Acrylic on canvas

122 x122cm

FER 2 hik — ZREH 1997
BRFARAS

China Tour — Early Morning
1997

Acrylic on canvas

108 x 122cm

P Z Bk — & 1997
BRI

China Tour — After Raining
1997

Acrylic on canvas

108 x 122cm

FEN #5 1997
IREET A

Ancient Mural #5 1997
Mixed media on canvas
90 x 122cm

PR #6 1997

IRE BT

Ancient Mural #6 1997
Mixed media on canvas
92 x 122cm

JEEF #7 1997

BB FAR A

Ancient Mural #7 1997
Acrylic on canvas

77.5 x 103cm
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EPF #8 1997
BB R AR AS

Ancient Mural #8 1997
Acrylic on canvas

92 x 122cm

EPN #9 1997
IBEENT AR
Ancient Mural #9 1997
Mixed media on canvas
90.5 x 122cm

Il 1997

IRE T A

Lonely 1997

Mixed media on canvas
92 x 122cm

M|RE 1997

IRE BT

Untitled 1997

Mixed media on canvas
62 x 92.5cm

BEH 1997

IRE RN A

Embryo 1997

Mixed media on canvas
92 x 121cm

=18 (—) 1997

RE I A6 AN P 57
Poetry (1) 1997

Set of four panels,
mixed media on canvas
Each 22.5 x 135cm

=B (=) 1997

Py SN =
Poetry (I11) 1997

Set of four panels,
mixed media on canvas
Each 170 x 45.5cm

)

16

17

18

19

21

FEZHk— 1997 1996
BRPEMA

China Tour — 1997 1996
Acrylic on canvas

153 x 153cm

T EEZF 1995
BRBFAA

Legend of Golden Egg
1995

Acrylic on canvas

61 x 223.5cm

AHIEE 1994
IREEN A

The Story of Rock 1994
Mixed media on canvas
122 x 184cm
BHBEITEERE R

Collection of Hong Kong

Museum of Art
AC 94.41

B 5= 1994
IREENT A
Landscape 1994

Mixed media on canvas
77 x 102cm

far4E 1993

IREEIT A

Lotus Pond 1993
Mixed media on canvas
92 x 123cm

18 1993

BRBFAR A

Tree 1993
Acrylic on canvas
91 x 91.5cm

4K 1993

IREEN A

Growing 1993

Mixed media on canvas
77 x 102cm

) BN #2 1993
IREEN A
Ancient Mural #2 1993
Mixed media on canvas
61x 92cm

23 B ER 1993
IRE A
Part of Time 1993
Mixed media on canvas
61 x 92cm

24 BFRS T ER 1 1993
IREBEN A
Part of Time | 1993
Mixed media on canvas
61 x 92cm

25 RS A ER 11 1993
COREEN A
Part of Time |l 1993
Mixed media on canvas
61 x 92cm

26 EMPA 1989
BB A
Foreigner 1989
Mixed media on canvas
77 x 102cm

o7 1H & 1989
IREEN A
Satisfaction 1989
Mixed media on canvas
102 x 153cm
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Chief Curator

Curator (Modern Art)

Assistant Curator | (Modern Art)
Assistant Curator Il (Modern Art)
Assistant Curator Il (Modern Art)
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