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The response to the Contemporary Hong Kong Art
Biennial 1996 was overwhelming -and the adjudication
panels selected 120 successful entries from over 1,200
submitted works. The exhibits show a comprehensive
overview of the development of Hong Kong art in recent
years. Ten Urban Council Fine Arts Awards were granted
to distinguished artists. To further encourage them in
artistic cultivation and to show their most recent
development, the Hong Kong Museum of Art, Urban
Council presents the ‘Urban Council Fine Arts Award
Winners’ exhibition.

New works by the ten award winners featured in the
exhibition reflect the diversified nature of Hong Kong art.
Tien Chi creates his ink paintings with bold and carefree
brushwork. His pictorial themes carry a touch of

~naturalism, revealing a unique style. Yip Man-yam and

Yung Ho-yin have succeeded in blending and transforming
the stylistic essence of various ancient masters and have
attained distinctive accomplishments in Chinese seal
carving and calligraphy respectively. The paintings of
Tang Ying-chi and sculptures of Leung Kit-ling are
symbolic of their feelings and responses to human
relationship in a social context. By utilizing collaged paper
textures and arrangement of boxes, Au Ka-wai explores
modes of changes in space while Ho Siu-kee explores
new creations by using body languages to encapsulate
experiences of space, time and body activities. Kum Chi-
keung’s mixed-media installations and Leung Chi-wo’s
utilization of the process of photography, video and
installation create visions to be interpreted by viewers
according to their own experience. Yu Sze-man’s mixed-
media and installation combine common objects that
reflect his social response to events happening around
him. The explorations of these artists reveal creative
visions and techniques by using various new media.

Here may | express my sincere congratulations to
these ten Urban Council Fine Arts Award Winners and
wish that they will continue their artistic careers to open
up new horizons in the realm of Hong Kong art.

Gerard C C TSANG
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of Art
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Tien-Chi (b.1949)

Original surnamed Weng, Tien-Chi had studied painting with the
well-known painter Pan Tianshou. He moved to Hong Kong in
1981 and later studied western painting in France. In 1996, Tien-
Chi won the Urban Council Fine Arts Award. He excels in painting
hawks, rocks and sceneries of the unadorned nature with bold play
of brushwork and varied ink tones. His pictorial themes also carry
the artist’s consciousness in a social context, showing his unique
artistic approach in Chinese painting.

— An elegant simplicity, a subdue greatness is what | am pursuing
in my works......

HMBTR BHZYF 1996
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With the Mastery of the Solid and the Void Space,
Essence and Harmony are Achieved 1996
Diptych, ink on paper
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YIP Man-yam (b.1949)

Yip Man-yam studied calligraphy and seal-carving with the well-
known calligraphers and seal carvers Lai Chusheng and Chen Julai.
After he moved to Hong Kong, he founded the Hong Kong
Calligraphy and Seal Carving Society and now he teaches at the
School of Continuing Studies of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong and School of Professional and Continuing Education, The
University of Hong Kong. He is also a member of the Guangdong
Calligraphers’ Association. Yip won the Urban Council Fine Arts
Awards in 1994 and 1996 respectively. Yip excels in calligraphy
and seal carving and succeeds in establishing his personal style
by assimilating the stylistic essence of various masters in the past.
His seal carving style is characterized by an archaic flavour and
vivid rhythm with a distinctive style.

— My art is shaped by my heart.

EREDHF (—) 1995-96
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Seals Carving by Yip Man-yam (I) 1995-1996
Square scroll, seal marks on paper
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Body Dimensions - A Self
Portrait 1996

Mixed media
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HO Siu-kee (b.1964)

Graduated from the Department of Fine Arts, Chinese University
of Hong Kong, Ho later studied sculpture with the well-known
sculptor Cheung Yee. He attained MFA degree in sculpture at the
Cranebrook Academy of Art, Michigan, U.S.A. and in 1996, he won
the Urban Council Fine Arts Award. Currently Ho serves as a part-
time lecturer at the Design Department of the Hong Kong Technical
College (Tsing Yi) and the Shatin Technical Institute. His works
have been widely exhibited in Hong Kong, China, U.S.A. and the
23rd International Biennial of Sao Paulo, Brazil. His works
encapsulates that space and time is understood through the
language and experience of the body and the creative activities
and process are to be experienced as art.

— that space and time is understood through the experience
of the body. Art, like all other phenomena, must always be
related to bodily experiences. For me, art is a continuous
process to be experienced and not an object to be created.
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KUM Chi-keung (b.1965)

Graduated from the First Institute of Art and Design, Kum is currently
the Vice-Chairman of the Hue Art Association and a member of
the Young Artist Association and Chairman of the New Media Arts
Association and others. In 1996, Kum won the Urban Council Fine
Arts Award and his works have been widely exhibited in various
exhibitions in Hong Kong. Kum is a noted painter and he turns to
installation in recent years. The ever-changing time, life
environment and personal experience of the ego will inspire the
inner-reflection of one being, making nature changes within the
artwork.

— In my life, the impressions of the surroundings change from
time to time. When such impression become deeper and is
recalled in my memory frequently, | want to find out its origin
as well as the story behind.

MfT. BRE.... 1997
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,,,,,, Voyage...... 1997
Boat, mixed media
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Iron frame, 3 wooden pinhole
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cameras inlayed with mirrors

1o Décoct from Four Bowls of Water into One 1996
Chmese herbs and med:cmes m|xed media
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Councu H|s works have been selected for the Mode
Competition orgamzed by the Phﬂhppe Chamoi Founda

media and installation works combme different types of uhd
objects and common matenais WhICh reveal the artist's revtew,and'
response to the events and thmgs happemng amund in 1 de
society with social messages

happening in our d . with 2
enlightenment, materials for artistic creations are
- available. . e 1 ,




\NG Ciy
?~\°“ ¥ 4,

L

& Y

BEMHi%Fal

ERC A SES
BEBBHESS
Presented by the Urban Council, Hong Kong
Organized by the Hong Kong Museum of Art

BEBEME_#
EEREE(-)

Special Exhibition Gallery 1,
2/F, Hong Kong Museum of Art
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The Urban Council of Hong Kong is responsible for the provision
of municipal services to some three million people in the urban
areas of Hong Kong
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