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Hard to Shape a Heart

I love orchids, especially Chinese orchids.

I have tried planting orchids

but none of my trial ever succeeded.

To plant orchids is similar to creating a work of art.
One must put down all miscellaneous duties,

to irrigate in time,

to cultivate with care.

Unfortunately there are duties that | cannot put down or discard.

When can | have time?

I love art, especially sculpture.

I have tried hard at work

and there have been rounds of applause.

To carve a stone is similar to tread on thin ice.
One must concentrate without diversions,

to apply fully one's heart and thought,

to exert fully one's industry and perseverance.
Wishing to travel through history and the universe,

| am not afraid of the difficulty in shaping my heart!

on my way home
on a fast train

in south China

in a dark wintry night
6.12.1996

LAI Yat-fong
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It is @ major aim of the Urban Council to foster the development of Hong Kong art and to
encourage local artists in artistic creation by presenting art exhibitions, competitions,
education and extension activities and publications. The presentation of exhibitions of the
Hong Kong Artists Series is one of these promotional measures.

The artist featured in the, present exhibition is Mr. Lai Yat-fong. He is a local born
sculptor who was fond of painting in his youth. Like other children, Lai also picked up shells
and overlaid stones pebbles as hobbies in his childhood and he gave each of his favourite
stone a name. When he first came into contact with Chinese seal stones in the secondary
school period, he was much fascinated. He still keeps a hundred seal stones in his collection
now. Possibly these fond memories of childhood laid a foundation stone for his artistic career
as a stone sculptor.

Like other artists, Lai also experienced moments of confusion and frustration during
artistic creation. Later he attended extension courses in Basic 3-Dimensional Design
Workshop at the Swire School of Design, the Hong Kong Polytechnic where he found marble as
a favourite medium. The polished smooth surface of marble always invites people to touch and
caress them. With such a touch, an intimate feeling is created between the artist and the
material, from which artistic inspiration evolved.

Marble is always the favouite medium for Lai Yat-fong. The quality, texture and colours of
the stone are essential elements in his works. Characterized by abstract simple forms, Lai's
sculptures always carry deep feelings of the artist. His work ‘Embrace’ won the Urban Council
Fine Arts Award in 1985, which is sculptured in the form of a pair of lovers embracing each
other passionately. Lai's granite sculptures are often modelled in twisting and intervened
forms as represented by his works ‘Knot’, ‘Hand in Hand’, ‘Double’ and ‘Sad’. They are
symbols of longing for the intimate relationship between people or representations of lingering
sadness and despair. The simple and abbreviated sculptural forms not only reveal the feelings
and spiritual aspirations of the artist but also show the changing configurations of these works
from different viewing angles in appreciation. The work ‘Four Stones’ is reminiscent of the
childhood memories of playing with pebbles whereas the work ‘Three Stones’ carries a strong
sense of modernity by transforming forms of overlaid stones with a contrast of the black and
white colours of the marble and the relief and two dimensional sculpturing. In his other works
such as ‘Clip’ and ‘Square Root’, Lai utilizes geometric forms to create three dimensional
sculptures. Lai also draws inspiration from the elements and phenomena of nature in his
artistic creation. The work ‘Water Bird’ represents a static form of a water bird in flight while the
rounded and flanged linear configuration of the work ‘Wave Shadow’ reveals the dynamic force
of rising waves. The work ‘Fossil’ is a unique sculpture on which Lai carved raw and coarse
textured planes on the polished smooth granite surface to produce a contrast that represents
the metamorphosis of life and death underneath the earth that lasts thousands of years.

Other than dedicating himself in the art of sculpture, Lai also actively promotes Hong
Kong art. He has served as the Vice-chairman for various art groups and organized a number
of sculpture courses. In 1985, he won the Urban Council Fine Arts Award and his works were
also commissioned by the Council for outdoor display at various venues. Lai currently serves
as an Honorary Adviser of the Hong Kong Museum of Art. The present exhibition ‘Stone World'
features over twenty of his representative works that will fully illustrate his distinctive styles and
accomplishments.

May | here convey my congraduations to Mr Lai and wish that he will persist in his artistic
pursuit and continue to make contributions in the promotion of art in Hong Kong.

| would like to express my sincere thanks to the Museum’s Honorary Advisers who have
given valuable advice and assistance in the realization of the second Hong Kong Artists
Series. | would also like to thank members of the visual arts community, who have participated
and supported this event for the promotion of art in Hong Kong.

Gerard C C TSANG
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of Art
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Bridge 1997
White marble

55 x 110 x 35 cm
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BAHA
Hand in Hand Il 1989
Black marble
50 x 90 x 40 cm
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Distress 1990

White marble

1656 x 23 x 13 ¢cm
Collection of

Hong Kong Museum of Art
ACB9 .85
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[BE 1992
AXEA
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Harmony 1992
White marble
117 x 23 x 23 6m

Collection of

fong Kong Museum of Art

ACO2 59

5

JLA¥ 1996
BHAMA

X O Table 1996
White marble
46 x 40 x 31 cm

&)

f8m 1996

BHABA

Embrace a Square 1996
White marble

48 x 41 x 41 cm

Ehd 1996
KA

Jade Tree 1996

White marble

42x39x tbem

8

il 1992
BAEA

Tree 1992

White marble
205x23x43¢cm
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#1996

BXER

Light of Buddha 1996
White marble

57 x32x 41 cm

10

B 1995
BAEA
Standing Bird 1995
White marble

46 x 31 x 25 cm

11

ALk 1996

£ ARHEA

Black & White Landscape 1996
Black & white marble

12 x 49 x 59 cm

12

5 1996
HAEAEK
Cross Over 1996
White marble & wood
52 x 15 x40 cm

13

S 1985

HARA

s R G
Embrace 1985

White marble

265 x44 x 27 cm
Collection of

Hong Kong Museum of Art
ACB5. 25

14

B 1994
LT

E W Bridge 1994
Alabaster

18x 19 x38cm

15

IR 1996
AXER

Square Root 1996
White marble
30x21x 16 cm

16.

17k 1992
BRAEA
Landscape 1992
Black marble
12x31x31cm

17.
=% 1991
& HAHEA

Three Stones 1991
Black and white marble
85.5x%x 183x10.5ecm

18,

Mm% 1993
RAREA

Four Stones 1993
Black marble
33x15x 15¢cm

19.

{bH 1988
BAERA
BB EN R
Fossil 1988

White marble

Each 30 x 15x 5 cm
Collection of

Hong Kong Museum of Art
AC88.14(1&2)

20.
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Knot Il 1988

Black marble

35x 15 x 16 cm

Collection of

Hong Kong Museum of Art

AC88.15

21

2= 1988
AARA

Knot Il 1988
White marble
71x 17 x 26 cm

[T

22

RS 1987
BARE

Flying Bird 1987
White marble

36 x92 x 19.5¢cm

23

4E (=) 1994
BAEA
Twist Il 1994
White marble
91%x10x10cm

24.

%HE 1995
BARA
Window 1995
White marble
20x 22 x 17 cm

25
MRE2 1995
B

Shadow of Sail 1995
Black & white marble
30 x 25 x 25 cm

26.

flZEflfiE 1994
HAEAR

Where am | going 1994
White marble

30 x12x 11 cm

27.

KA 1994

5 EAln
Skyman 1994
Black & white marble
20x 20 x 23 cm

28.

B 1991
HAER

Clip 1991
White marble
283x 17 x 21 cm

29
2R 1985
= BXEAR

Inside 1985
Black & white marble
18:X 18 X 15:5 cm
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1987
1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

Exhibitions:

1985

1986

1987
1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

Born in Hong Kong

Graduated from the Grantham College of Education

Completed the extension courses in Basic 3-Dimensional Design
Workshop at the Swire School of Design, Hong Kong Polytechnic,
Founder President of the 3-D Set

Member of the Hong Kong Sculptors Association

Member of the Hong Kong Visual Arts Society

Secretary of the Hong Kong Sculptors Association

Adjudicator of the Philippe Charriol Foundation Modern Art Competition
Vice-Chairman of the Hong Kong Visual Arts Society

Part-time Tutor, Certificate Course in Contemporary Sculpture, School of
Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong
Tutor, Marble Sculpture Workshop, Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre, Hong
Kong Museum of Art

Organizer & Tutor, Summer & Winter Art School, The Friends of the Hong
Kong Museum of Art

International Visitor, being invited by United States Information Agency to
visit USA for art interchange

Adjudicator of the 10th Macau Art Exhibition

Chairman, Hong Kong Visual Arts Society

Vice-Chairman and Secretary, Hong Kong Artists Association

Attend the 15th International Sculpture Conference, San Francisco, USA
Visited Pietrasanta & Carrara, famous marble cities in Italy

Art subject committee member of the Curriculum Development Council,
Hong Kong Education Department

Honorary Adviser of the Art Promotion Panel of the Hong Kong Museum of
Art, Urban Council

Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition Hong Kong
Museum of Art ; .

“Please Touch” Art Exhibition - Hong Kong City Hall

First Sculpture Exhibition by 3-D Set - Hong Kong Arts Centre

Urban Council Fine Arts Award Winners - Hong Kong Museum of Art
Exhibition of Hong Kong Artists - Fujian and Hubei, China

Ten Years of Hong Kong Sculpture - Hong Kong Arts Centre

Second Sculpture Exhibition by 3-D Set - Hong Kong Arts Centre
Exhibition of Hong Kong Modern Art - China Museum of Art, Beijing
The Sculpture Walk - Kowloon Park, Hong Kong

Contemporary Open-air Sculptures of Hong Kong - Hong Kong
Museum of Art

Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial exhibition - Hong Kong
Museum of Art .

Third Sculpture Exhibition by 3-D Set - Hong Kong Institute for
Promotion of Chinese Culture

Hong Kong Sculpture Exhibition - Fung Ping Shan Museum, University
of Hong Kong

18th Exhibition of Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Hong Kong and
Macau

19th Exhibition of Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Fung Ping Shan
Museum, University of Hong Kong

Calgary and Hong Kong Visual Arts Exchange Exhibition - Chinese
Cultural Centre, Calgary, Canada

20th Exhibition of Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Hong Kong Arts
Centre

Urban Council Sculpture Design Competition: Selected Works
Exhibition - Hong Kong Museum of Art

Hong Kong Art Show in LA - Los Angeles, USA

City Colour Art Exhibition - City University of Hong Kong

21st Exhibition of Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Fung Ping Shan
Museum, University of Hong Kong

8th China Arts Exhibition - China Museum of Art, Beijing

i ®» @ @

1995 Exhibition of creative works by Hong Kong Artists & Designers -
Osaka, Japan
Hong Kong Sculpture Exhibition - Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of
Chinese Culture .
22nd Exhibition of Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Hong Kong
Institute for Promotion of Chinese Culture

1996 23rd Exhibition of Hong Kong Visual Arts Society - Fung Ping Shan
Museum, University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong Artists Series: Lai Yat fong - Hong Kong Museum of Art

Award: ‘

1977  Ho Chet Yuen Memorial Scholarship ﬂ%

1985 Urban Council Fine Arts Award (Sculpture), “Contemporary Hong Kong

Art Biennial Exhibition”, the Urban Council, Hong Kong

Collections:

1985
1986
1986
1988
1988
1988
1988

1989

1990
1991
1992
1996

Embrace - Hong Kong Museum of Art

Sad - Mr Gaylord CHAN

Bird - Hong Kong Museum of Art

Wave Shadow - Mr KH WONG

Fossil - Hong Kong Museum of Art

Knot Il - Hong Kong Museum of Art

Dragon - The Honourable David FORD, K.B.E., L.V.O., J.P.(Former Chief
Secretary of Hong Kong Government)

Hand-in-hand- The Honourable Donald PH LIAO, C.B.E., J.P. (Former
Secretary for Home Affairs of Hong Kong Government)

Distress - Hong Kong Museum of art

Cloud - Private collection

Harmony - Hong Kong Museum of Art

Ancient City & Old Tree - Regional Council Museum

Commission on Public Sites:

1989
199

Water Bird - Sculpture Walk, Kowloon Park, Hong Kong
Clip - Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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