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It is a major aim of the Urban Council to foster the development of Hong Kong
art and to encourage local artists in artistic creation by presenting art exhibitions,
competitions, education and extension activities and publications. The presentation
of exhibitions of the Hong Kong Arfists Series is one of these promotional measures.

The Hong Kong Museum of Art, Urban Council organized the first Hong Kong
Artists Series exhibitions from 1992 to 1993 fo feature the representative works of
JAT See-yeu, CHENG Wei-kwok, LEUNG Kui-ting and HA Bik-chuen to show their
arfistic styles, accomplishments and contributions in art. In order to enable more
artists to participate in this event, the Museum broadened the scope of the
exhibition series by changing to an open application basis in 1994, in which artists
could submit their portfolios and works for selection. Artists responded
enthusiastically and the Museum'’s Honorary Advisers carefully selected 26 budding
artists who demonstrated creativity, distinctive personal styles and potential for
further development from a total of over 250 submitted entries. Solo exhibitions of
these 26 artists will be presented at the Hong Kong Museum of Art and the civic
centres of the Urban Council within two years. It is expected that presentation of
the second Hong Kong Artists Series will enhance the public's appreciation of their
artistic styles and knowledge of Hong Kong art.

The artist featured in this exhibition is Mr. Tien Chi, original named WENG Tien-
chi, alias Ping Zhai, native of Changshu, but bom in Suzhou in 1949. Tien Chilearned
Chinese painting from his father, WENG Yuan, his mother and grand-uncle, WU
Hufan, a renowned modern Chinese painter. In his youth, he has been under the
instruction of another prominent modern Chinese artist, PAN Tienshou. In 1986, he
went to France and learned westemn painting from Nane Stern. He moved to Hong
Kongin 1981. He is an Urban Council Fine Arts Award Winner of the Contemporary
Hong Kong Art Biennial 1996. Tien Chi infuses both oriental and occidental elements
in his paintings with mastery of Chinese brush and ink fechniques, conveying a
strong sense of modernity. Excels in ink painting, he is particularly fond of portraying
landscapes, hawks and eagles and scenery of nafure. With his modulation of heroic
and sponfaneous brushwork, splashes of dark ink tones and dense spatial treatment
on the pictorial plane, Tien Chi successfully creates a rustic and hoary aura for his
works. The present exhibition features his representative works including the
awarded painting ‘Aura of Maipo' in the Biennial 1996, which reflect the distinctive
style of this noted artist. Here may | extend my warm congratulations to him and
wish him further progress in his artistic pursuit.

I'would like to express my sincere thanks to the Museum's Honorary Advisers
who have given valuable advice and assistance in the realization of the second
Hong Kong Artists Series. | would also like to thank members of the visual arts
community in Hong Kong, who have participated and supported this event for
the promotion of art in Hong Kong.

Gerard C C TSANG
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of Art
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1949 Born in Suzhou, Jiangsu.

1982 Native of Changshu. Original named WENG Tien-chi. His
father is WENG Yuan and his grand-uncle is the noted
modern Chinese artist WU Hufan.

1965 Learned Chinese painting from PAN Tienshou of the
Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts.

1981 Moved to Hong Kong.

1986 Went to France and learned western painting from an art
critic, Nane Stern.

1996 Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial - Hong Kong
Museum of Art
Hong Kong Artists Series : Tien Chi - Ngau Chi Wan Civic
Centre

Award
1996 Urban Council Fine Arts Award
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. There Is a Legend That Hawks and Eagles Are Turned from

Clouds and Rocks 1986
Handscroll

Ink on paper

100 x 2800 cm

. Maipo Nature Warden in My Eyes VI 1996

Vertical scroll, set of two
Ink on paper
247 x 123 cm each

. Graceful Sky 1996

Vertical scroll, set of two
Ink on paper
247 x 123 cm each

. Aura of Maipo 1996

Vertical scroll, set of two
Ink on paper
247 x 123 cm each

. Graceful Sky and Earth 1996

Vertical scroll, set of four
Ink on paper
200 x 100 cm each
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