29.10.1995

1995 -

9

£ 4

15

i
-
Fd
(==
!
By
=
e




P EFRERBHNREHH - 1SFCELT
—Bk » LB R FERAIE - =S
St #\ o ek —EAERE - fFh
WE - AR o MR H4ER - IE
fEfb—A A B - IR B
BEBAETELE  AMRZ  0F
BN R BT AR B RE o
ol =+FR - K EEEE
SRRV —E = o AEHTR—
T REE T P BT - LR
7 9 JE G+ Ly P st R v ) A K 3 B T
o LBNBRELES - H—Jrm - —LF)EINR

R ER GG - A LR B AR - LR R BB
PR SR H R A - P EE RIS - 2Bk 25k - &
A W RS TS o TR E AR - BA B R AER
VE EEARTRHE ~ 3045 » LA AR AT RS A0 G DA A
BE - HEALE -

i B et A B R - MR BT SRS B A
SRR o AR REEE AR AR T I SO AR T S SR SRR R AT
MET - IR R ER MR BER SR U TE > AR E
BUE SR AT - BRI R A BRI SRR o a1 bk B DATH
TANEA RIS - (HRBLH AR AN
BB o IE 40 SRR
AR - MR ERAN—F R
BAFERTEAENE - AEEEE
A M TR K BRI R
JEANE N o fMLBR TR FLASE -
MR ARERE o fth—J7 8 2 Ak
B emRr—m - B m X E#
YErh 7 E B O3B Sl i 5 A R
A T EEERE RS —EW

HERENR - CEBARKRRE RS -
HEEFER - N ETEBEMEKX - i
—HEEREL - LRER - b 2R
AR XA P R R R B R
THHEHER - THRES b A A
MRS - RSN - b7
B2 PE R KR R
PE = WIR I T T BUR AT - R
o MAFEEQR A7 A G AR A I I i
ES iR gt S AR & EENIE)
J& -+ i S BUPAGITHHE o BRI
REMZREE - N NE-NN=FREMRER+
—F - B S A — A AR - AAIRE R ESEAR T
SRR TO/INMATRR A o MR i SR toh B 34 A L
Ve - R SER DAEFISRAT o T BUE th e 3R RO SR A
HERER - TEAEMRZ o &E - A AGERL 54 SR

B T -

HHEAHAER

4

PR 1951
HRAT A
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In Court 1951

Oil on canvas

72.5x92 cm

Donated by Mr Ng Po-wan




At an advanced age of ninety-one, Mr Ng Po-
wan is acclaimed as an “ever-green tree” in
the art circle. Since the 1920s, Mr Ng has
devoted himself to artistic cultivation for over
seventy years, and is a prolific painter with
* worldwide fame. The forty years of his stay in

Hong Kong marked the cradle of his artistic

career. He has made significant contributions

and left an imprint in the development of

Hong Kong art.

Ng first made his appearance as an active

figure in the Hong Kong art scene in the 1930s

when Hong Kong first experienced a period

of artistic flourishment. On one hand, local
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HEX 1973
AR A 81 x 66 X

Girl with a Lamb 1973
Oil on canvas 81 x 66 cm

artists inherited the tradition of Chinese art,

especially the legacy of the South China region, while the influx
of Chinese artists from mainland China further stimulated local
artistic development. On the other hand, many artists who
studied abroad completed their studies. Affected by the
economic depression in the United States and Europe, a number
of them returned to Hong Kong and continued their artistic
pursuit. Among these artists were Qiu Daiming, Li Tiefu, Li Bing,
Yu Ben, Huang Chaokuan, Ng Po-wan and others. They merged
with the local art circle and enhanced the interaction between
artists by sharing creative experience and artistic concepts. As a
result, assimilation of different artistic currents and styles was
made possible.

Ng Po-wan pursued studies in the Philippines in his early years
and his artistic training was much influenced by the European
painting tradition. With such a background, Ng was able to
master Rembrandt’s treatment of light shading in creating a
captive mood in painting. Moreover, he excelled in exploiting the
Impressionist’s way of capturing time and momentum. His works

are always characterized by strong light shades and a bright

palette that convey a cheerful atmosphere.
Although he works mainly with oils on
canvas, however, these works reflect an
inherent national identity of the Chinese. It is
just what the artist has expected: whenever
people look at his works, they would
immediately recognize that the works come
from the hands of a Chinese artist. Ng is fond
of making life sketches. He has toured many
places in China, the United States and
Canada.‘Apart from painting landscapes, he
also paints scenes from actual life. On one
hand, he makes social commentry on the
dark side of society. On the other hand, he
projects his vision and wishes for an ideal
world. Through his consummate brushwork, Ng expresses his
warm thoughts for the future of mankind. To him, the brush is
the essential means that shows tenderness and warmth in the
world.

Ng Po-wan moved to Canada in 1975 but his passion lingers all
along with Hong Kong as well as his homeland China. He has
made many trips to China and once served as visiting professor
in oil painting in the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing. All
these exemplify his affectionate attachment to his mother
country and his fellow countrymen. It is a most noble gesture
that at an advanced age, Ng decides to donate twenty
representative works, including sketches, watercolours and oil
paintings to the Hong Kong Museumn of Art, Urban Council as
permanent collection and for the enjoyment of the people of
Hong Kong.

The Hong Kong Museum of Art is very honoured to have this
opportunity to host a solo exhibition of this senior painter. The
exhibition features fifty-one works of Ng, ranging from 1929 to

1993, which provides a comprehensive retrospective of the

artistic development and distinctive achievement of the artist. 1
would like to express my grateful thanks to Mr Ng and his
daughter Ms Helen Ng who has written the descriptions of the
exhibits and has given fervent support in the realization of this
exhibition. My gratitude is also due to Mr Dick Chen for his
enthusiastic support-and advice. Lastly, I would like to express
my best regards to Mr Ng, wishing him éood health and may he

be always fresh and creative in his art.

Gerard C.C. Tsang
Chief Curator

Hong Kong Museum of Art

20

RZHEE 1973
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66 x 81.2 JEk

The Dates Garden at Yan’an 1973
Oil on canvas
66 x 81.2 cm




Oil on canvas
81.3x66.5 cm

Cannas 1975
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Donated by Mr Ng Po-wan

65.8 x 81 JE K
The F'
Oil on canvas

65.8 x 81 cm
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Born in Taishan, Guangdong Province, China.

Moved to the Philippines. Graduated from the School of
Fine Arts at the University of Philippines.

1933

Moved to Hong Kong.

Toured and painted in Canada and the United States and
executed a number of sketches and paintings. In the return
trip, Ng visited Japan.

Exhibition ‘The Two Worlds of Po-wan Ng' at the Dutch
Galleries, Vancouver, B.C., Canada.

1969

1946

Served as an art teacher at Ying Wah College, Kowloon up
to 1966. ]

Oil Paintings by Ng Po Wan I, loose leaves, published by the
Chunghwa Book Store. Twenty paintings from 1949 to 1960
were featured in the catalogue.

First one-man exhibition, ‘Exhibition of Qil Paintings by Mr
Ng Po Wan' at St Francis Hotel.

One-man exhibition at the City Hall, Hong Kong.

1972

Invited to attend the Celebration of the National Day in
Beijing. Then he toured to North-eastern, North-westem and
Eastern China and executed a number of paintings and
sketches.

Toured to Xi’an, Yan'an, Beijing, Jinan and Mount Tai, China
and executed a number of paintings and sketches.

One-man exhibiton at the City Hall, Hong Kong.

1949 ‘Exhibition of Recent ‘Oil Paintings by Ng Po-wan’ at St
John’s Cathedral, Sir Alexander Grantham, the Governor
attended the exhibition opening.

1950 Joint exhibition with Huang Chaokuan, Yu Ben, Chen

’ Haiying, Wen Shaoman, Lei Yu, Wu Lie at Hotel Cecil.

1956 Invited by the People’s Republic of China as the
representative of Hong Kong artists to attend the May Day
celebration. He travelled in China extensively.

1958 ‘Exhibition of Oil Paintings by Ng Po-wan’ at St John's

Cathedral.

Set up private studio to teach students in Hunghom. He
went with his students for outdoor painting and drawing on
Sundays regularly.

1975

Exhibition of oil paintings at the Auditorium of the China
National Aviation Corporation (Hong Kong) Limited.

Migrated to Canada. He toured and painted in North
America.

Appointed as instructor of the Calgary Sketch Club, Calgary,
Alberta, Canada.

Ng’s studio moved to Nathan Road, Tsimshatsui.

‘Exhibition of Oil Paintings by Ng Po-wan’ at St John's
Cathedral.

Exhibition of oil paintings at the Art Gallery of the University
of Calgary, Canada.

Invited to participate in the inaugural exhibition at the
Chinese Art Gallery, Beijing and sixty oil paintings were
exhibited. The exhibition later toured to Shanghai, Wuhan
and Guangzhou.

One-man exhibition ‘China and Her Splendour’ at Hart
House, University of Toronto; City Hall, Ottawa; Luther
College, University of Regina; Memorial Hall, University of
New Brunswick; and Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, Halifax,
Canada.

1964

Invited by the Chinese Artists Association, Beijing Branch to
tour to Northern and North-eastern China to paint and make
sketches.

One-man exhibition at City Hall, Hong Kong, in which
seventy-eight oil paintings from 1961 to 1964 were featured.

Toured to Mount Huang, Hangzhou, West Lake and other
regions in China and executed a number of paintings and
drawings.

1979

Visited various museums and galleries in England and
Europe.

‘Retrospective Exhibition of Oil Paintings’ at the Chinese Art
Gallery, Beijing.

Invited by the Ministry of Culture, China and the Beijing
Central Academy of Fine Arts as visiting professor in oil
painting at the Central Academy of Fine Arts.

Invited by the People’s Publishers, Beijing, China to visit and
paint in Qingdao and Mount Lao.

Retrospective exhibition at the Provincial Gallery of Fine

Arts, Zhejiang, Hangzhou, China.
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One-man exhibition ‘China and Her Splendour’ at the City
Hall, Ottawa, Canada. The exhibition opening was officiated

‘by Her Worship, Mayor Marion Dewar of Ottawa.

Exhibition ‘China and Her Splendour’ at Fermilab Art
Gallery, lllinois, U.S.A. The exhibition opening was
officiated by Professor Leon Lederman, the Fermilab
Director.

Exhibition ‘The Two Worlds of Po-wan Ng’ at Guilin Gallery,
Toronto, Canada.

Work of Po-wan Ng, a Retrospective published by the
People’s Publishers, Beijing, China.

1985

Exhibition ‘Recent Works of Po-wan Ng’ at Guilin Gallery,
Toronto, Canada. The exhibition opening was officiated by
Mr Xia Zhongcheng, Consul General of the People’s
Republic of China in Toronto.

Sponsored by the Chinese Fortune magazine, the University
Press of the University of Toronto reproduced his paintings,
‘Horses’ and ‘Dawn’ in full colour.

Participated in a joint exhibition organized by the Hong
Kong Artist Society in Hong Kong.

Exhibition ‘The Splendour of Canada’ at Sing Tao Gallery,
Toronto, Canada. The exhibition opening was officiated by
the Hon. Bruce Sinclair, Mayor of Etobicoke, Ontario,
Canada.

Exhibition ‘Sceneries of Canada’ at Sing Tao Gallery,
Toronto, Canada. The exhibition opening was officiated by
the Hon. Michael Wilson, Minister of Finance of Canada.

Exhibition ‘Through the Eyes of Ng Po Wan 1938-1992’ at the
City Hall, Hong Kong. The exhibition opening was officiated
by the Rt Hon. The Baroness Dunn, OBE, JP.

H

One-man exhibition at Gen Ya Tang Art Gallery, Taipei.

Retrospective exhibition at Sun Kuang Art Gallery, Taipei.
Participated in group exhibitions in Taipei and Taichung.

Exhibition ‘Oil Painting by Ng Po-wan’ at the Chinese
Cultural Centre, Calgary, Canada.

Retrospective exhibition ‘The Art of Ng Po-wan’ at the Hong
Kong Museum of Art, Urban Council.




Designed by Andy Kong.

First published by the Urban Council of Hong Kong, 1995.
Produced by the Hong Kong Museum of Art.

Copyright © 1995 Urban Council of Hong Kong

All rights reserved.

The Urban Council of Hong Kong is responsible for the provision of
municipal services to some three million people in the urban areas of Hong
Kong.
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Contemporary Hong Kong Art Gallery
2/F., Hong Kong Museum of Art




