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script, ‘and refining on the styles of selected

Preface

Chinese calligraphy explores the aesthetic poten-
tlal of the Chinese written script. It is revered as a
graphic art form that ranks with poetry and
Chinese painting as the three major fine arts of
China,

The Chinesé language is not phonetic. The

written ‘character is stroke-constructed, mostly
with a pictographic origin. The inherent pictorial
quality of characters and the emphasis of callig-
raphic brushwork in Chinese painting place the
two-art forms in the same aesthetic tradition.
: Chinese calligraphy is é very disciplined form of
art. The writing of the calligraphic scripts, whether
in seal script, clerical script, running. script,
cui‘sivc script or regular script, has to follow estab-
lished rules in the manipulation of the brush and
the correct formation of the character. Moreover,
there-are 'stylistic prototypes and aesthetic stan-
dards sct by classical masters, which have to be
observed by practitioners of Chinese calligraphy.
To be a proficient calligrapher one must dedicately
practise for years, conscientiously emulating class-
ical works, memorizing the formation of each
masters. All these trainings are meant-to build ~up7
a reservoir of knowledge from which one can
further develop a personal style. The exhibiting
artist Jat See-yeu has followed the same course of
practice in his, artistic career and forged his own
way to contribute to this time-honoured tradiuon in
Hong Kong.
Jat See-yeu, born in China in 1933, is a noted

calligrapher and educator in Hong Kong. Jat found
his interest in calligraphy with the opportunity to

-study under the famous calligrapher Ou Jingong in

his secondary school time. He was a devoted prac-

_titioner of calligraphy when studying in the

National Taiwan Normal University. He further
pursued his artistic training in the Extra Mural
Department of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, studying traditional and experimental inkK
painting techniques in the late 1960s. In the midst
of the modernization movement of traditional
Chinese art, Jat turned to explbrc the possibility of
enriching the artistic tradition of Chinese callig-
raphy. He introduced to his calligraphy a visual
impact created by compositional variations- and
tonal changes. His running and cursive scripts
always display a feeling of rhythmic vitality ‘and
perpetual motion embodied in the changing forms
of stroke and tone of ink. Jat further explored the

s



pictographic quamy of Chinese characters aiming
to transgress the boundary between painting and
calligraphy. As seen in his “Listen to the Rain”, Jat
takes the meaning of the term as a source of inspi-
ration to create his picture-like calligraphy. Or as
revealed by his series of bronze script works, he
just enlarges an archaic character to create a
_ visual image formed with calligraphic brushwork.
Jat also demonstrates his versatility in many
. types of scripts and styles of writing. His small
regular script displays subdued elegance and
refinement, his clerical ‘script a sense of charm
and grace. In rendering the seal script, Jat has
successfully replaced the austere stabllity and
eplgraphic delineation with free and dynamic
strokes, exuding a sense of contrived naiveness.
Jat Is an enthusiast in promoting the art of
calligraphy, in Hong Kong. He has taught in the
Extra Mural Department of the Hong Kong Univer-
sity since 1975. Students from his classes have
formed the Chia Tze Association of Calligraphy
which holds regular gamerlngs and exhibitions. Jat
has also hosted a television series to promote the
art of calllgraphy His. roles as a catalyst in
popularizing the practice ‘of Chlnese calhgraphy in
Hong Kong is significant. 3
The long tradition of calligraphy will retain its
vitality as a graphic art form In the modern world
If it Is to be supported by a group of dedicated and
creative artists like Jat See-yeu.
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1970

1971

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1984

1985

1987

1988

1990

CHRONOLOGY

Second Joint Exhibition, Department of Extra
Mural Studics, Chinese University of Hong Kong,
City Hall, Hong Kong

Joint Exhibition of One Art Group, City Hall, Hong
Kong (also in 1972, 76, 77, 78, 79, 83, 90 and 77,
80 at Taiwan, 1979 al Singapore)

Chinese Ink Painting Exhibition, Taiwan Provincial
Museum (also 1972 at Hong Kong)

Contemporary Hong Kong Art Exhibition, City
Museum and Art Gallery, Hong Kong

7th Fine Art Exhi

ion of Taiwan, Taiwan

Contemporary Hong Kong Arl Biennial
Exhibition, Hong Kong Muscum of Art (also in
1977, 79. 81, 85, 92)

Exhibition of Modern Hong Kong Ink Painting,
National Museum of History, Taipei, Taiwan

Exhibition of Works by Urban Council Fine Arls
Award Winners, Hong Kong Museum of Art

Exhibition of Hong Kong A
Centre

CGontemporary Chinese Arti
Rockford College, llinois, USA

International Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition,
Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Memorial Hall, Taiwan

s, Hong Kong Arls

from Hong Kong,

Inaugural Exhibition of the Goethe In
organized by Hong Kong Arts Gentre

Hong Kong Arts Festival Exhibition of
Calligraphy, presented by the Hong Kong Arts
Fe ociation

al
Contemporary Arl Hong Kong, Raya Gallery,
Melbourne, Australia

First Choice Exhibition, Hong Kong Arts Centre
(also in 1981, 82, 83, 84)

Contemporary Chin Art Exhibition, 'Toronto
International Arl Fair

Hong Kong Art 1970-80, Hong Kong Muscum of
Art

L Exhibition of Asian Arts, Bahrain, Middle
East

Joint Exhibition of Jat See-yeu, Cheng Ming &
Chan Ruo-hai, Hong Kong Arts Centre

Shu Mo — The New Spiril of Chinese Tradition,
Hong Kong Arts Centre

Joint. Exhibition of Hong Kong Arti:
Hupei, Hong Kong

s, Fujian,

Modern Chinese Calligraphy and Painting,
sponsored by the Art Kast/Art West, Hamburg,
Germany

Joint Exhibition of Hong Kong Artists, Hong Kong
Regional Council

Exhibition of Contemporary Ink Painting,
Calligraphy and Ceramics of Hong Kong in
Chicago, USA, sponsored by the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council

Hong Kong Calligraphy. 11ong Kong Muscum of Art

1992

1981

1983

1985

1987

1988

1992

1989

1974

1975

1992

Hong Kong Famous Calligraphers Exhibition, the
Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese
Culture

Hong Kong Society of Orchid Pavilion Exhibition,
Shaoging, China

Travelling Exhibition of Interna
Calligraphy, Beijing, Japan, Korea
Invited Exhibition of Overseas Maste
Calligraphy. organized by the Association of
Calligraphers, Henan Province. China

onal

One Man Show

Painting and Calligraphy by Jet See-yeu, jointly
presented by the Goethe Institute and the Gallery
Art Bast/Art West.

Painting and Calligraphy by Jat See-yeu, the
Museum Lois De Camoes, Macau

Works by Ja yeu, Wan Han Gallery

The Calligraphy of Jat See-yeu, Chingying Institute
of Visual Arts

‘The Calligraphy of Jat See-yeu, Schloh
Bourglinster, Luxembourg

Hong Kong Artists Series — Jel See-yeu, [ong
Kong Museum of Art,

Mass Media

Calligraphy Series 1-18, Good Morning Hong Kong,
Television Broadcast Co., Lid.

Awards

Honourable Certificate, Taiwan Nalional Muscum of
Art

Urban Council Fine Arts Award (Calligraphy), Hong
Kkong

Jlass Award. International Calligraphy
Iixhibition, China

Collections:

— Hong Kong Museum of Art.
— National Taiwan Arts Centre, Tai Wan.
— Fung Ping Shan Museum,

University of Hong Kong.

— National Museum Art Gallery,

Republic of Singapore.

— Nan Yan University, Republic of

Singapore, and Private Collections.

— Swire School of Design

Hong Kong Polytechnic.

— Clansman_Association of Shaoging,

Zhejiang Province.

— Association of Calligraphers

Henan Province, and Private Collections.
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Orchid in the Valley 1992

Cursive script, hanging scroll
233.5%20 cm
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Study Notes of Bronze Script 1992
Bronze script
46x46cm  each
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Moist Mood Accents the Spring Shower 1977
Collected by Hong Kong Museum of Art

Clerical script, big square screen
152.4X166 cm
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Serene - Lofty 1992
Cursive script, four continuous scrolls
154X82.5 em  each
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HWAHEESE SMCEE HEus
The Real Sense 1991

Cursive script, hanging scroll
137X32.5 em
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Brush Song - Ink Dancc 1976
Cursive script, hanging scroll

302.7X83 cm
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Pure Heart 1991
Clerical script, horizontal scroll
30.5x106.5 cm
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Enjoy the nature 1992

Couplet in Clerical script, hanging scroll
137X23 ecm  each






Lidtad ARONE  m i
To Serve with Sincerity 1992
Couplet in seal script, hanging scroll
134x35cm  each
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Nostalgic Poem of Orchid Pavilion Gathering 1992
Cursive script, hanging scrolls
137X68 cm
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Passage from Zhuang Zhi 1988

Clerical script, fan face
26X55 cm

T HHEL BHLBE
Goat 1991

Bronze script, fan face
26X55 cm



