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INTRODUCTION

To many artists, art is the marriage of spirit and matter. In HA

Bik-chuen’s work, matter refers to found objects of nature

and the garbage of the consumption world. The spirit is the

unsophisticated aestheticism embodied in everybody's soul.
The spirit takes its existence in banal objects and the matter
transforms its mere physical state by acquiring an aesthetic

value bestowed by the artist.

Born in China in 1925, HA moved to Macau in 1949 and
settled in Hong Kong in 1957. For over 30 years, HA has been

working as a craftsman decorating mirror plates, making

artificial flowers and producing
The
craftsman greatly affect HA's

basketry. days as a
artistic career in the 70s for he
has been trained to handle a
variety of materials and to
master various tools with his

skilful hands.

Life was not easy in the 60s for
the working class. However, HA
st found time to join the

HESHK 1983 80XE0EkK
From Ancient to Modern 1983 80 X 60 ¢

Chinese Contemporary Artists’ Guild and became an

amateur painter. He later found that his interest was not on

canvas. So he turned to the making of sculptures. He

combined found objects in nature into sculptures. His works

were not mere combination of forms. As a Chinese, he knew

well the metaphysical meanings of objects from nature. He

believed that a rock, a piece of bamboo or a leaf partook the

mystery of nature. His sculpture was the receptacle of the

potentiality of nature.

In the early 70s, HA started a series of woodblock prints with
figure design set against a background, revealing the natural

wood grain pattern of the plate. This series was a continuation

of his found object sculpture where natural elements formed

the main interest. However, the graphic quality of a

woodblock print could not fully bring out the texture and

form of natural objects. Therefore, he experimented with

various techniques to make his print a more faithful reflection

of nature. Eventually HA discovered a paper casting technique

that could directly integrate natural objects in his work. In

making his paper relief print, HA first glued the thinly sliced

pine wood or rags of the hemp sack to the wooden plate as



the background. He then
cut out areas for the
inlaid of leaves or other
found objects as the main
design. The whole plate
will then be fixed with
lacquer to prepare it for
printing. To make the
print, he overlaid the
plate with layers of wet
textured hemp paper.
Colours of the different
areas were printed on

the paper layer by layer. B S o cenm
When all the layers were  Organised 1984 79 x 60 cm

set, the paper would be firmly pressed onto the plate till all
textures were revealed. The printed paper would be
removed to dry. After discovering this printing technique, HA
described, “all at once, my imagination was put on wings and
allowed to fly freely in the boundless space of art.”

In HA's paper relief, we find a wide variety of natural objects.
The apparently random chosen elements in his print are
indeed selected with care for nuances of colour and texture
in each picture. Leaves are the most frequent motif in his
work. For the artist, leaves have the capability to carry valu-
able information for us. They signify the change of the seasons,
the process of growth and the cycle of life. Every piece of leaf

BFHE 1984 60X80EXK
Pursuer 1984 60 X 80 cm



in his print depicts the falling mot;o
of a fallen leaf.

and coloured the carton pape
work. He found that the textur
carton could adequately
express his creative ideas.
Therefore, he turned
totally to the use of this
material as his mode of
expression. In this new
series, HA  retrieved
many pictorial elements
of his early prints to form
the composition of his
new work. The checker
pattern of the late 70s
provided fields for his
bright colours. The figure
in his  woodblock print

When we compare the old an
we will find that the artist is i
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CHRONOLOGY

1925
1949
1957
1960

1967

1971

1973

1974
|95

1976

1977

1978

1979

Born in Guangzhou, China

Moved to Macau

Settled in Hong Kong

Member of the Chinese Contemporary Artists'
Guild

Contemporary Hong Kong Art Exhibition,

City Museum and Art Gallery, Hong Kong (also
1969, 1971)

Art Now Hong Kong, a travelling exhibition in
London, Edinburgh, Manchester and Bristol.
Contemporary Prints by Chinese Artists,

City Museum and Art Gallery

Member of the Graphics Society, USA
Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition,
Hong Kong Museum of Art (also 1977, 1979)
Awarded the Urban Council Fine Arts Awards in the
categories of Sculpture and Print

The |Ith International Biennial of |Graphic Art,
Yugoslavia

The 5th International Miniature Print Exhibition,
Pratt Graphics Centre, New York, USA (also 1979)
The 3rd United States International Graphics
Annual

Critic’s Choice, St. John Ambulance Assn.
Headquarter, Hong Kong

The 3rd Norwegian International Print Biennial,
Norway (also 1978, 1980)

The 10th International Biennial Exhibition of Prints,
Tokyo, Japan

Exhibition of Urban Council Fine Arts Award
Winners, Hong Kong Museum of Art

Ist Choice, St. John Ambulance Assn. Headquarter,
Hong Kong (also 1978, 79, 80 at HK Arts Centre)
Inaugural Exhibition, Hong Kong Arts Centre
International Exchange Exhibition of Prints,
National Museum of Modern Art, Seoul, Korea
Aberdeen Centre Sculpture Design Competition,
Hong Kong, First Prize Winner

The 6th International Exhibition of Original
Drawings, Museum of Modern Art, Yugoslavia
The 6th International Biennial of Graphic Art,
Firenze, Italy

Ist one-man Exhibition, Shaw Rimmington Gallery,
Toronto, Canada

The 6th British International Print Biennial,
Bradford Art Gallery and Museum



1981

1984

1987

1988

1991

1992

Hong Kong Art 1970-80, Hong Kong Museum of
Art

Contemporary Open Air Sculpture,

the Piazza of the Hong Kong Coliseum, Hong Kong
Museum of Art

Visual Arts '87, Fung Ping Shan Museum, University
of Hong Kong

Member of Hong Kong Visual Arts Society

Ten Years of Hong Kong Sculpture,

Hong Kong Art Centre

The 3rd Asian International Art Exhibition,
Fukuoka Art Museum, Japan (also 1989, 1990)
International Print Exhibition, Miniature 6, Norway
The 5th International Biennial Print Exhibition,
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taiwan

Hong Kong and Taiwan Modern Print Exhibition,
the Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese
Culture

The 10th Norwegian International Print Trienale,
Norway

Artist of the Year Award (Print-maker)

Hong Kong Artists' Guild
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LIST OF EXHIBITS

1 Prints

Outside the Window
1974
61 X 51 cm

Coquette
1974
62 X 5| cm

Natural State
1974
80 X 64 cm

Bewilderment
1975
79 X 60 cm

Construction
1976
80 X 60 cm

Interflow
1976
80 X 60 cm

Melody
1977
80 X 60 cm

Dreaming
1981
80 X 60 cm

Still Life
1981
80 X 60 cm

From Ancient to Modern
1983
80 X 60 cm

From Ancient to Modern
(Relief Plate)

1983

78 X 60 cm

Organised
1984
79 X 60 cm

Pursuer
1984
60 X 80 cm

Magic Eye
1984
60 X 80 cm

Fall of Leaf
1986
80 X 60 cm

Summer Fountain
1988
80 X 60 cm

Elegance
1991
80 X 60 cm

Elegance
(Relief Plate)
1991

78 X 60.5 cm

Emptiness
1991
80 X 60 cm

Il Collage

Contemplate
1991
20 X 20 cm

Imagery
1991
20 X 20 cm

Confusion
1991
20 X 20 cm

Mirage
1991
20 X 20 cm

Heavenly Ambition

1992
121 X 91 cm

Soaring
1992
121 X 91 cm

Mysterious Music
1992
121 X 91 cm

Suite of Rhythm
1992
121 X 91 cm

Space
1992
121 X 121 cm

Sentry
1992
121 X 121 ecm

Creator
1992
121 X 91 cm

Healthy Posture
1992
121 X 121 cm

Il Sculpture

Straight Mind
1985
147 cm (H)

Spirit of
the Dragon
1985

91 cm (H)

Music Bamboos
1985
125 cm (H)

Saviour
1985
96.5 cm (H)
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