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Introduction

At first glance the paintings of LUl Shou-kwan may appear to be strongly
influenced by contemporary Western art. But on reflection it is clear that he
is not imitating the work of American action painters but rediscovering the
abstract and expressionistic elements of early Chinese painting. During the
Tang Dynasty a group of painters used the technique of smearing and throwing
their ink onto silk, very much in the same way as many Western painters do
now with their oils. The early Chinese painters did not however stop with

smears and blots but turned these into trees, boats and details of landscape.

LUl Shou-kwan is an amateur in the sense that he is only able to paint in
his spare time. But with him it is obvious that painting is more than a recrea-
tion. His art is not merely a personal response to nature but an accumulation
of knowledge and understanding of painting itself. The appeal of LUl Shou-
kwan’s work lies partly in the charm and originality with which he reacts to
islands, mountains and villages and partly in the intense vitality of his brush and
ink technique. There is a slender link between LUl Shou-kwan and the great
Chinese painters of the past, a link which is needed if Chinese Art is to remain

a vital and original force today.
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Journey |
Journey 2
Journey 3
Journey 4
Journey 5
Journey 6
Stream |
Stream 2
Stream 3
Stream 4
Space |
Space 2
Space 3
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Space 6
Space 7
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Dwelling 2
Dwelling 3
Dwelling 4
Dwelling 5
Dwelling 6
Dwelling 7
Dwelling 8
Dwelling 9

Nature |

Nature 2

Path |

Path 2

Storm

Deep Water Bay
Islands

Autumn Mountains
Path Finding
Mooring in the Rain
Mountain Dwelling

The Peak
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Height in inches is given first.
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Shade

After Rain
Aberdeen
Hills and Huts
Shou-shan Village
Aplui Chau
Mid-level
Lovers’ Stone
Dwellings

Red Huts
Analogy
Flower

Huts

The Winding Bridge

39 x 23

471 x 23}

23 x 1411

37 x 143

331x 23



Biographical
Note

LUl Shou-kwan was born in Canton in 1919. After he took a degree in
economics at the University of Canton he was at various times a civil servant,
school master, newspaper editor, and art teacher. At present he works as an

inspector with a ferry company.

LUI started painting in 194]. Apart from an astonishing output of paint-

ings he has also written many books and articles on art and art criticism.

Since 1954 LUI has had numerous one man exhibitions of his work first in
Hong Kong and later in America and in the United Kingdom.
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