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Cinematographers in Focus: Ho Look-ying and Bill Wong

Like a painter with stories to tell, a cinematographer mixes fleeting light and shadéw on
his dramatic palette and captures moments of inspiration on his canvas.

Ho Look-ying [1913-2003) was a trailblazer of Hong Keng cinema who had flexed his creative
genius behind the lens for five long decades. His film set was charged with tension, delivering
an ever thickening air of spine-chilling ambiance. An illusionist at heart, he whipped up
theatrical magic out of thin air and on very tight budgets, stamping his name on a visual genre
that was bold, daring and unique to his era.

In the same pioneering spirit, Bill Wong (1945~ ] creates a signature imprint all his own. A
distinguished lensman of New Wave, he continues to reinvent and inspire across genres, his humble
claim of no signature style a testament to his experimental excellence. Wong's images are subtle
and refined; his stories are imbued with lyrical and delicate changes of light, colours and camera
movements; his style, one of keeping true to his story.

This programme is a tribute to the two cinematographers, one bold, the other dainty, separated by time
but united in spirit after five decades. Through their eyes, we are shown a dazzling torrent of cinematic
imagination that Hong Kong cinema has to offer.
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