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Do Re Mi

Doe, a deer, a female deer

Ray, a drop of golden sun

Me, a name | call myself

Far, a long, long way to run
Sew, a needle pulling thread
La, a note to follow Sew

Tea, a drink with jam and bread
That will bring us back to Do
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Programme Notes

Spring Festival Overture Li Huanzhi Arr. Peng Xiuwen

This is the first movement of the Spring Festival Suite composed in 1955. The Spring Festival,
which is also Chinese New Year, is an important occasion for the Chinese. In the northwestern part
of China, it is traditionally celebrated with a boisterous mass song-and-dance called yangge. People
would gather to sing and dance and exchange greetings. Spring Festival Overture is a spirited and
joyous rendition of a massive yangge gathering, and is a vivid representation of a folk custom filled
with colourful tonal images. There are sonorous drums and gongs, vigorous dance movements, and
the image of lines of dancers crisscrossing each other to make formations. There is also ‘the Old
Umbrella Man’, the leader of the yangge team who signals with his umbrella and leads the singing.
The yangge tunes are full of simple, rustic charm. The crowd would sing in an enthusiastic chorus in
response to his call.

The City Without Night Peng Xiuwen

Originally the second section of The Four Seasons suite written by the famous composer in Chinese
music, Peng Xiuwen, in the 1970’s, the music is inspired by Chaozhou music of Guangdong. The
crisp, lively melody depicts Hong Kong at night, with its bright lights donning a city that never

sleeps.




Three Xinjiang Folk Songs Arr. Wong King-chung

As the title suggests, the medley is made up of three highly popular folk songs of Xinjiang. The
familiar, lilting tunes set the exotic mood.

The Dance of Youth is a dawazi dance tune of the Uighurs, and is immensely popular north and
uth of Tianshan. Dawazi is a mass activity of the Uighurs, on which occasion there would be high
e walking. The performer would walk on a rope that leads to more than 20 meters above ground
lding a balance rod of 5 meters long. The drummers and wind players would play this rousing
tune when he reaches the highest point.

The Tartars have a wide demographic spread in Russia, while those in Xinjiang number only a few
thousand. Their folk music shows the influence of both the Chinese and the Western music systems.
Under the Silvery Moon is a folk song with a Russian flavour. It tells of the story of a young man
who meets a girl under the moonlight and falls in love with her. But when he visits the place again,
he finds out that the girl is being married to another man. The music uses large intervals and special
modal structures to express the young man’s heartbroken state and his yearning for true love.

Lift up Your Veil is a popular tune among the Uzbek people. It was originally a song in praise of the
beauty of the bride, sung at a wedding, and has gradually become a very popular song sung on all
occasions.

Birthday Celebrations (HK Premiére) Lo Leung-fai

The composer has used some well-known tunes, such as Happy Birthday, Song of Joy and
Descendants of the Dragon as the basis to develop into a birthday celebration. From a solemn, august
mood, it soon changes into a rousing, joyful scene, and ends with the people singing and dancing
to the tune of Happy Birthday. Uplifting and optimistic, people’s hearts are filled with joy and they
dance and sing, finally closing with Happy Birthday.

Do Re Mi Arr. Chen Ning-chi

Doe, a deer, a female deer
Ray, a drop of golden sun
Me, a name | call myself

Far, along, long way to run
Sew, a needle pulling thread
La, a note to follow Sew )
Tea, a drink with jam and bread . )
That will bring us back to Do
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Musical — Frére Jacques (Canto-version) Director and libretto: Josie

The popular Canto-version of Frére Jacques describes a mosquito found inside a mosquito net. This
musical uses the mosquito net as the start of a wonderful adventure......

Yuanyuan is a little girl with a lively imagination. She would rather play than go to bed. Then one
night, as she lies in her bed holding her pillow, she dreamily talks about touring many countries of
the world. Then she falls asleep, and begins to speak. She says she goes inside a mosquito net and
discovers a fairyland... Now what actually does she see?



Songs of the musical

Frere Jacques (Canto-version)
Lullaby

Ten Little Children

Guess Who I am

Look Over There

Mother Frog

A Birdy Has Fallen into the Water
At the Zoo

I Am a Giant Carrot

Nursery Rhyme Medley

Cast

Chan Hin-hang

Chan Ka-ying........cccceueuue
Fok Kin-sin......cccceeevvvveennes
Chan Yuen-ho..................

Fok Kin-yin...........
Tam Hiu-lam........
Tsoi Chun-ho

Lai Tin-wing.......cccceeeeeene
Chau Hoi-ying......c.cc......

Lo King-hei

Ngan Tung-yan...............
Yang Hei-laam.................
So Tsz-ling....ceeveenurennee.

Tai James..........
Leung Cynthia

Cheung Ho-ho................

Music and lyrics: Traditional Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei
Music: Brahms Lyrics: Josie Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei
Music: Traditional Lyrics: Josie Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei
Music: Traditional Lyrics: Josie Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei

Music: Traditional Lyrics: Cheng Kwok-kong
Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei

Music: Traditional Lyrics: adapted by Josie
Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei

Music and lyrics: Traditional Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei

Music: Traditional Lyrics: adapted by Josie
Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei

Music: Kai Yeh Lyrics: Josie Arr. & Orch.: Tse Kim-fei
Arr. Tse Kim-fei

Small Carrot
Buffalo

Programme notes provided by Hong Kong YWCA Chinese Orchestra
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