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Concert Overture - Tang Jianping Arr. Zhang Dasen
Wild Dance of the Golden Snakes

The theme of the original short tune Wild Dance of the Golden Snakes was first expanded to become
a full-scale work for the western symphony orchestra before it was transposed for the Chinese
orchestra. The rousing, brilliant music reminds one of the serpentine movements of the golden
snakes.

Like the Heavens” Ways of Self-rejuvenation Zhou Chenglong
This piece of music was specially composed for Wang Kwong Chinese Orchestra's 30" Anniversary.
The title is inspired by the famous statement in the Book of Changes, ‘Just as the heavens have their
ways of self-rejuvenation, the superior man ought never to rest in his self-improvement” The Wang
Kwong takes it as a motto for all members to strive to improve themselves for the continuing growth
of Chinese music.

Flying Dragons and Leaping Tigers Li Minxiong
The themes of this piece are developed from the Zhejiang gongs and drums music Dragon Head and
Dragon Tail. Imbued with a strong folkloric flavour, the music is dynamic and in grandiose style.
With innovative ideas and ingenuity the composer makes use of the diverse timbres of different
drums and varied combinations of rhythms, coupled with the graphic effects of drum playing in
groups, to bring forth a new texture of drum ensemble playing with the orchestra. A majestic scene is
set against alternating passages of the leading player and the ensemble.

In the final section the thematic melody criss-crosses with the sounds of drums to stunning effect
depicting people’s vitality and audacity as if leaping dragons and bouncing tigers were in action.

Chinese Rhapsody No. 3 Huang Anlun

Chinese Rhapsody was composed by Huang Anlun in Canada in 1988. Originally written for the
saxophone and the western symphony orchestra, it was later rearranged for the suona and the
Chinese orchestra by the composer himself. The music is in five sections, but is played non-stop.
Stylistically it highlights the ethnic colour of the land to the north of the Great Wall of China, and
has the “Zhangjiakou vernacular” lineage for which Huang is so famous.

The first section is a cadenza that gives centre stage to the saxophone, which plays an unaccompanied
solo in a soulful delivery of the composer’s fondness for the vast land in the northernmost part
of China. It is joined by the Chinese orchestra in the second section, in the form of a polyphonic
dialogue with the saxophone. The outstanding yet deep notes suggest the exuberance of the people
living on the highlands of the region. Folk dance rhythms are introduced in the third section,
suggestive of the strength of character and optimism of people who live close to the earth. A
rallentando passage leads on to the adagio in the fourth section, dreamily played until it is broken by
the barging in of rousing gongs and drums in the fifth section. The wind-and-percussion ensemble of
China’s northwest joins the winds and percussions of Hebei in a jubilant climax.

The Chinese Dragon Gu Guanren
China has often been called ‘the Land of the Dragon, and to the Chinese, the ‘dragon’ has long been
a symbol of the indomitable, go-getting spirit. The music expresses the Chinese people’s optimistic
outlook of the future as they witness the prosperous growth of their motherland.



The Spring River Flows Xu Jingxin
The music was inspired by the imagery of a poem Yu-Mei-Ren by Li Yu (937 - 978), the last ruler of
the Southern Tang regime. The pain of witnessing his country and homeland’s demise gave his poetry
deep insight into the human condition.

The first movement is an adagio, Spring Flowers and the Autumn Moon. The slow introduction by
the xiao is followed by the lamenting theme on the piano which imitates the tonal characteristic of
the gugin. On a moonlit night, as the east wind rises, the protagonist recalls the many incidents of a
lamentable past. After a development section, the music slowly sinks into the nebulous world of the
evening mist.

The second movement is an allegretto, Painful Recollections of Yore. Amidst the long, lingering notes
of the strings, the piano takes the protagonist to revisit the happy days of yore. But beneath that
deceptively glorious and happy past is the bitter bile of life.

In the third movement, The Spring River Flows, which is a largo followed by a moderato, begins with a
surging, stormy cadenza by the piano. The sorrow-laden theme follows, played by the orchestra tutti.
As the piano and the orchestra furiously play in succession, the heart’s gate is lifted, and all the pains
and sorrows cascade to join the surging waves that run to the eastern seas.

Chinese Programme Notes by Wang Kwong Chinese Orchestra
English Translation by KCL Language Consultancy Ltd.
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