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The Drunken Emperor Orders to Have His Brother Executed
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Zhang: Zhang Zhong

SRR
Yang: Sima Yang

—FPIII : —FPIII ),_'\75‘:
Miao: Miao Shun
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Emperor
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Eunuch
S

Li: Li Long
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Zhang: Clad in armour, I stride through the palace gate.
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I am going to confront the fatuous Emperor
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and see what is happening to him.
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Emperor: I got drunk in the Peach Blossom Palace.
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Li Sumei is such a beauty.
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In those expeditions to the west and the east,
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Zhang Zhong, Kuang Ruilong and I became sworn brothers.
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The Li brother and sister knelt before me to ask for reward.
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Now that the country is unified,
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I made Li Sumei my concubine and Li Long my brother-in-law.
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Just now she served me wine,
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I got so drunk that my face was all flushed.
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Eunuch!
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Eunuch: Your Majesty.
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Emperor: Get ready the royal sedan chair. To the Main Hall.
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Zhang: Seeing my brother the Emperor so drunk makes me furious
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Emperor: Third Brother, why are you in such a fury?
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To the Main Hall.
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My second brother’s head! What a devastating sight!

BT 9 e

Ah, my dear second brother! I wail for you!
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Zhang: Shoo! What a hypocrite!
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However you cry, the dead won’t come back to life.
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Stop crying!
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Emperor: Then I’d wail.
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Zhang: Stop wailing!
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Emperor: Then I’d cry!
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Zhang: Stop crying, and stop wailing!
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Emperor: Then I won’t.
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I feel the pain in my guts.

PIRE K= = fﬁs%h'%ﬁ‘%ﬂsr.%ﬁ%%

Eunuch, give my beloved prince brother a state burial.
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I was drunk and executed the Prince by mistake.
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Who was the supervisor of the execution?
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Eunuch: Your brother-in-law, Li Long.
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Emperor: Send him in.
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Li: Your Majesty, did you summon me?
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Zhang: Li Long, was it you?
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You were the Royal Brother-in-law
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and the supervisor of the execution?
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Zhang: Look at him! What airs!
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Li: I’ve got rid of the Second Prince, soon it’ll be your turn.

B E A
I enter the Main Hall.
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Long live Your Majesty!
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Emperor: Impertinent courtier!
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I was drunk and had Prince Pingxi executed by mistake.
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You should have come to his defence in the first place,
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Not to play supervisor of the execution. According to law, you should be...
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Zhang: There! The sword is out of the sheath.
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Emperor: Poor brother-in-law! He wailed so pitifully!
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Zhang: Don’t cry for such a traitor!

BT R B

Emperor: Then I’ll wail.
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Zhang: Stop wailing.
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Emperor: Then I'll cry.
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Zhang: Stop crying, and stop wailing!
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Emperor: Then Il stop.
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May your road to the underworld be smooth.
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Eunuch. Give my brother-in-law a fine burial.

61'% . E' Il!';'l
Zhang: Wait.
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Such an evil courtier should be discarded in the wild,
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so his flesh would be eaten up by the crows, his innards torn out by tigers,
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or else I can’t be pacified!
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Emperor: Brother, [ am afraid other courtiers would strongly disagree.
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Zhang: As you wish then, Your Majesty.

EPIRE B R

Emperor: Eunuch. Give my brother-in-law a fine burial.
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I was drunk and had Prince Pingxi executed by mistake.
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Who was the officer on duty?

—FPIII : —FPIII ,_\}i‘:

Eunuch: Miao Shun.
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Emperor: Send him in.
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Miao: Your Majesty, did you summon me?
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Zhang: Miao Shun, was it you? You were the military strategist
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and the officer-in-charge of the execution?
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Eunuch: I enter the Main Hall.
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Long live Your Majesty!
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Emperor: I was drunk and had Prince Pingxi executed by mistake.
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Why did you not come to his defence, but hide away and pretend not knowing instead?
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According to law, you should be...
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Brother.
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There is no precedent for executing the military strategist.
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Zhang: Then he should be sent away.
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Emperor: No, he should not.
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Zhang: Then he should be banished.
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Banished be it.
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Miao: Having kowtowed to the Emperor three times, I feel like a turtle free from the hook.
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Had I known my career would be so short, I’d have retired to the mountains.
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One sent off after another, it’s go, go, go for us all.
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I’1l be free to roam the world, I’ll never come back. How happy I would be!
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Emperor: Why didn’t you present your memorial then?
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Your Majesty, my dear brother —
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Zhang: 1 did, three times. But did you read them?
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Emperor: Where are they?
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Zhang: On your desk.
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Emperor: Open the memorials.
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Oh, no, I’ve torn two!
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Sister-in-law is launching an attack! What shocking news!

PLIESR= Y fap il ST = vl s

Third brother, listen, I assign you to ward off the attackers.
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Zhang: You should not have killed Prince Pingxi. How can I take this responsibility?
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Emperor My brother refuses me, and I am in such jitters.
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Let me think what I should do. Ah, I have it!
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My dear third brother, for the sake of our brotherhood!
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Zhang: Only courtiers should kneel to the monarch.
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Done otherwise and we are violating cosmic rules.

U RIS

I can’t make up my mind
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I will ward off the attackers.
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Emperor: I am thrilled that you finally agreed.
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To the city wall we go.
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Let’s wait for Sister-in-law to launch the attack.
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The End.
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