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Excerpts from the Paichangxi Repertoires of Cantonese Opera

(FRE)
Testing His Loyal Wife

A K
Zhang: Zhang Xun
LA A

Lady: Lady Zhang

A RG] T TR
Lady: We’ve been under siege for months, my anxiety mounts.

L LB PRI
I 'am Liu, my husband is Zhang Xun,

SHEREV T Z RS RER

who is a military officer guarding Suiyang.

P REEREC]

We have been under siege for several months, but we can’t break through.

Yo pINbE S AR

M’lord went to the battlefield this morning. I haven’t heard any news yet.

EE N N

I am so worried!

Thlo i I YE

During times of war, a day passes like a year.

SRS R S

Zhang: We have been defeated so many times I don’t know what to do.



B B

We cannot recover from rounds of defeats.

M B SRS TV

Both men and horses are tired, there is no chance to win.

R LG

Fighting with one squad, I am devastated.

P % 4 B B

There is no way to break through the siege.

WO AR E R SO

A cold wind pierces through my armour. What devastation! I can hardly think.

HEL ﬁ?f TIEN =
I’d rather give up this life than to lead a shameful existence.

(! P HIFFA S AR AT L

But I don’t know if my wife is willing to follow me.

FZS TR AL A

Let me go back to the camp to test whether she is a woman of loyalty and integrity.

E fjﬁg[ﬂlq«r
Lady: M’lord, you are back.

J< . [F[lqé_f
Zhang: I’m back.

R T
Lady: Let’s sit down, m’lord.

3R
Zhang: Yes, let’s sit down, my lady.

Z_ i

Lady: Please.



FES N

- N

Zhang: Please.

Z_ i

Lady: Please.

g i

- N

Zhang: Please.

AWl S RNENE RN
Lady: M’lord, how was the battle this morning?

9% TR
Zhang: Nothing good to tell you.

R B CSFE P
Lady: M’lord, victory today, defeat tomorrow — that’s the way of war. Don’t take it to heart.

EI'SFE IFJ Qgﬂif %ﬁfﬁ[ﬂ

You will map out a better stratagem tomorrow.

RN ]
Zhang: My lady, there will be no stratagem.

ﬁﬁlﬁ]}ﬁ,bﬁ‘;ﬂﬁa Ay fj“] . Eﬁ- 77":.‘[3 o :_l/ IEE“JE 3
The moment of life and death is upon Suiyang City.

AR WE[T e VRIS
Lady: So, the moment of life and death'is upon us already?

LR

I can see deep sadness written all over m’lord’s face.

e I e

Has the time come, then?

W i )

M’lord, what are you going to do?



::: j\E A’I FI}: l/:“ EI% ﬁ IJ

Zhang: I would like to seek your wise opinion.

LAY R
Lady: I am your wife, please don’t say that -

RN T

just tell me.

iU
Zhang: My lady. People say,

R

“Guarding over us are Heaven, Earth, the Monarch, the family, and the teacher.

R
Underpinning us are Benevolence, Virtue, Propriety, Wisdom and Honour.”

I N i

Everybody knows the former.

ERLECRBHE A - e

But do you know about the latter?

SN % frTsP/?
Lady: M’lord.

FRCAEAE AL

Benevolence springs from moral character.

B T

Virtue is guided by courage. As for propriety, sincerity comes first.

[ I R

Wlsdom needs strategy. Honour hinges on action.

Sl

i
=
|

IS

1

Zhang: Thanks.

aQ



LR AT P

I will guard Suiyang for the sake of honour and commitment.

E%j\km —f’[A\ i.ﬂ TIDH E {E{ZEJ

But that means you would suffer, would you blame me?

L HEAE LW

Lady: How can I if m’lord does it out of honour and commitment?

A AR
Zhang: My lady, then tell me,

RUFARS PN A
what is loyalty? What is chastity?

2 L 7 AL

Lady: Being loyal to one’s monarch is loyalty.

'ﬁrf~ FIJ’:T“?j ’;,ﬂéﬁ'%']‘ Eju:tl;z‘%TS

To follow one’s husband to the end is chastity, m’lord.

S L 0 N
Zhang: Well said, my lady.

4 E7SRLEA ML X S TR
Now it’s time for me to fulfil my loyal duty, and you, your chastity.

ST,

Who knows we could be under siegein Suiyang and could not break through?

B VR

Lan Ba went back to the capital for backup, but he failed.

GHEBHER O R

With no backup or provision, the city will fall sooner or later.

SR T EN TR N

I’d rather give up this life than to lead a shameful existence.



B eI T S O
I will die for my honour. What does my lady think?

Lt LA e T (. (R

Lady: M’lord, do you know women’s “Three Obediences and Four Virtues”?

3% A S
Zhang: A little.

AL YE SIS (P
Lady: M’lord, then listen:

EFLRLTEF TN

They are: Be obedient to one’s father as a girl;

LU A
Be obedient to one’s husband as a wife.”

DENS HEHRLD

Isn’t it perfect that you die for honour and I for chastity?

APUCES RS

Wouldn’t that be perfect?

-

92 ! i%f[a{ A M
Zhang: But then, my lady...

ELREIRL RS HESTR E
It may be perfect that I die for honour and you for chastity,

FRLIR A N Y
But as your husband, I can’t bring myself to kill you.

A B ngfﬁg Pl AT
Lady: But then, m’lord, My dear husband -

C R

People say a couple is like birds in the woods,



AR, F e T

flying off in different directions when disaster strikes.

U B T AL S~ [

Now that we both sacrifice for our country,

I E R NS

we would not fail the country nor our forebears.

HEP L pefly-
Dying with you on the same day,

SE TR Y

I have no complaint.

RSV Y] - Ay

I only have one last thing to plead,

B ap ey = F

and hope m’lord would fulfil it for me.

IR T
Zhang: Do tell me, my lady.

AU IR A

Lady: Since there is no provision left in the city,

2l 5 A A

why don’t you kill me and feed me to the soldiers?

RS L T IS RS
They can fight better with a full stomach.

AL A M g

You can commit suicide when the city really falls,

ey g T R A

how so, m’lord?



9 B K T APE
Zhang: What? Cook you as food?

TR LT
No! Absolutely not!

A R A JLF”F'J *'AJ g 2 il
I’m touched by your loyalty and courage, how can I allow them to chop you up?

AU NS W
Lady: M’lord, the time has come.

OOELE RES  SRLRLE T B

Don’t hesitate anymore. Raise your sword.

32 AN
Zhang: My lady.

RECLICES ST
Will you blame me for killing you?

AL I
Lady: No, not a bit.

9% IR A SR
Zhang: What gracious words! My lady is too good.

DA 2~ 2

Let me salute you, my beloved wife!

i N i N
My lady! My lady!

B AL

You go first. Wait for me in the nether world.

%,
The End.
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