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In Celebration of Good Times Yau Hok-chau
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The first score was seen in a 1929 publication, String Music East and West, edited
by Shen Yunsheng. This music has a lively, high-stepping melody that captures the
joy of the people as they dance and play percussion music in a feast. It has become
a stock repertoire for Cantonese music concerts, whether as an opening or closing
number.
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Excerpts from The Eight Celestials Sending Their Cantonese operatic song music
Birthday Wishes

EZ0H Opening: Bringing Longevity Wishes
A1#/E] A Picture of the Big Buddha

BEIITE Crowning You with Laurels

#F Closing: The Son-giving Goddess
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An operatic suite-like piece for use in the introductory scene of day show of
Cantonese Opera, the music depicts the scenery of the Eight Immortals celebrating the
birthday of the Queen Mother Wang, the leading Taoist Goddess, which consists of
several operatic tunes include Opening: Bringing Longevity Wishes, A Picture of the
Big Buddha, Crowning You with Laurels, Closing: The Son-giving Goddess, etc.
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Medley of Folk Tunes Traditional Music
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A composition of folk tunes includes Stairway to the Clouds, The Nun Going Down
the Hill and The Monk Missing His Wife, with a lively rhythm and exciting tone.
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Butterflies Flying in Pairs Traditional Music
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An arrangement based on a tune of Jiangnan, the lyrical melody paints a musical
picture of butterflies flying in pairs and winding around and through the branches and
flowers, expressing the people’s longing for happiness.
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An Inebriated Tune Yu Qiwei
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The music was written for solo erxian, and in the middle of the night as an
improvisatory piece by the composer. It also includes other instruments in free
tempi and with embellishments, in the tradition of dahou, natural voice delivery in
Cantonese Opera. The robustness aptly describes a general performing a sword dance
after a few drinks.
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As the Waves Wash the Sand Traditional Music
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The music has a structure that is symbolically linked to the subject: the first half is in
highly patterned ‘couplet’ phrases, while the second half changes into short, broken
phrases that progress up the register. It is formed by a variations of ban modes, that
is, accents on the beats, with characteristics that show the provenance of the major
works of the Tang and Song dynasties and remind one of a line from a famous poem
by Su Dongbo, ‘The river runs east, and the billowing waves take with them heroes of
ages long gone.” Such a linking gives the entire work an impressive grandeur.
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Boarding the Fishing Boat Traditional Music
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The music captures the joyful scenery at boats, when fishermen are gathering to enjoy
lives during the fishing period.
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Laments of Lady Zhaojun Ancient Tune
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The music was first seen in 4 Handbook on String Music, compiled and edited by
Yau Hok-chau, in 1917. It was described as an ‘ancient tune’, and enjoyed wide
popularity. There are many different versions, with the full versions found in both the
Chaozhou music and Han music repertoires. The music was inspired by the story of
Wang Zhaojun. It is a tune in the ‘yifan’ mode.
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The Little Red Peach Ancient Tune
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The Little Red Peach is one of the exemplary sets in Chaozhou music. It is an
externalization of the fluttering emotions of a woman of the old world as she looks at
the scenery around her.
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Birds Returning to the Woods Yi Jianquan
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With its lighthearted melody and birdsong, the music captures the lively scene at
sunset, when all the birds are returning to the woods.
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An Ingot of Gold Traditional Music
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A set tune from the repertoire of Guangdong music, this piece is led mostly by dizi
and performed on festive occasions like wedding and celebration ceremonies.

RIS Lies

Song of the General Traditional Music
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Originated from Song of the Northern General, the music was changed in style and
mood subsequently from heroic to expressive.
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Wild Geese on the Sandbank Traditional Music
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With limpid, flowing notes, the lyrical melody paints a musical picture of wild geese
soaring into the clouds and landing on the sandbank.



