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     THE FORSAKEN WOMAN  

(BIG SISTER CHING) 
 

ACT 1  (At The Kung family firewood storage) 

 

A door at stage center, outside stands a red railing. Entrance to the firewood storage 

on stage right, nearby stands a wood fence where a dimly lit lamp is hung.  A stone 

bench facing the audience, on stage right a charcoal burner on which some vinegar 

and ginger soup is cooking.   

 

(Curtain rises) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Pregnant, stealthily enters, sings ).   

Five years ago I was sold by my selfish step-mother into the Kung Family as a 

servant girl. 

She did this to me in the interests of my younger brother and sister, so I am 

willing to sacrifice. 

 

(Speaks) 

I guess I am destined to suffer.  When Father died five year ago, in order to 

bring up her own son and daughter, my step-mother sold me into the Kung 

family as a servant girl.  With the money, she opened a pig sty.  

 

The Sixth Young Master is very kind to me, but his Seventh Mistress treats me 

badly.  Fortunately, his employee Big Brother Ching treats me extremely well. I 

take him as the confidant of my life.  I wonder why he hasn’t been back for 

almost a month. Umm, my look has changed so much in these few months.  

 

(She sits by the door making vinegar ginger soup). 

 

MANGY  

(Enters pushing a cart of firewood, sings)  

I have been a woodcutter since my youth.  

Last year I opened a firewood business. 

By and by I am making some money.   

Heaven has been kind to me, Mangy,  

I deliver to the Kung Family once a month.  

 

(Speaks)  

While my worker delivers to the other families, I personally deliver to this one. 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Suddenly realizes, speaks)  

Brother Ngau, are you delivering the firewood?  I’ll help you put them away. 

 

MANGY  

(Recites)  
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Hung, I have good news for you. I ‘ve been to the Tin Hau Temple many times. 

This time I take the opportunity to ask for my marriage fortune. Heaven knows, 

the Tin Hau Goddess tells me that we are meant to be together.  She also says 

that I am now in luck with romance.  Before you were sold into the Kung 

Family by your step-mother, we were neighbors. We’ve been friends since we’re 

small, and we have good feelings for each other. No wonder heaven says that I 

am destined to marry you. 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Giggles, speaks aside at stage front)  

How can you stand this fellow?  Well, let me pull a trick on him  

 

(Steps forward, recites seriously) 

Is that right? The Tin Hau Goddess must be very powerful. She really reads my 

mind.  Honestly, I am now telling you, if I don’t get married someday, I may 

possibly marry you. 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks)  

This is so powerful. This must be destiny!  I’ve been delivering firewood here 

for the last three months, how come you always wear the same clothes? Is that all 

you have?  

 

(Sings)  

It doesn’t look good to be always in this one and only set of red.  

Let Brother Ngau buy you some new clothes.  

I am not shy to spend my hard earned money to show feelings for my beloved.  

 

(Speaks)  

I am going to buy you some new clothes right away.  

 

(Exits) 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Laughs, speaks at stage front)  

That Mangy is so naïve. He has no brains.  Do I really have no other clothes to 

wear?  These clothes are loose and can hide my belly better.  I’ve been longing 

for him to leave for so long. Oh, the soup should be ready now. I have no 

appetite these days. 

 

(Stealthily scoops a bowl of soup and eats at stage front) 

 

 (Enters, sees everything, nods, recites)  

Tsui-hung, the vinegar ginger soup smells so delicious.  

 

Does it taste good? 

 

I see.  Your belly must be the work of Sixth Young Master.   
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I still clearly remember, when he took me in, he made a point saying that you 

must stay here as servant girl. This is fishy.  He must have his eye on you. 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Fearful, speaks)  

Oh, please don’t get me wrong, Seventh Mistress. 

 

(Recites)  

At this stage, I have no choice but to be honest with you. The flesh in my belly 

does not belong to Sixth Young Master. 

 

It is Brother Ching’s.  

 

Happiness does not necessarily means marrying a son from a wealthy family. 

 

I believe happiness is in my own hands.  

 

Seventh Mistress, you don’t need to ask me whether the soup is delicious.  

I am already eating it. Strange that you are the one who’s feeling sour.  

(A little unbendingly) 

 

KAM-CHI  
(Stares angrily, sneers and recites) 

You have no respect for your superior, and your tongue is sharp.  Even your 

young master is subject to me.  The Kung Family is in decline and all the 

concubines and mistresses have fled.  I am upholding their face with the 

enormous fortune I have.  A lowly servant girl like you is in no position to 

argue with me. Your destiny is in my hands.  

 

How dare you challenge your master as a servant! 

 

(Speaks) 

Smarten up, Tsui-hung, I have the power to make you serve me for the rest of 

your life.  You don't usually treat people this way.  You’re just being extra 

cocky with me. 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Sings)  

Wanting to speak my mind,  

It is hard to swallow my anger.   

I accept my fate as a servant girl,  

Yet I can’t endure being suspected.   

There is nothing between my master and me,  

Mistress you are pushing too far, 

 

Not allowing me to defend myself.   

Why suddenly is this house enshrouded in suspicion? 

Let’s clear away this sour storm of jealousy. 

 

KAM-CHI  

(Gets mad, recites quickly)  
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These traces arouse suspicion.  I must seek my loved one to judge right away.  

 

(Rushes off) 

 

TSUI-HUNG  
(Sings)  

Fruit-bearing peaches,  

Sorry for the late coming Spring.   

To whom can I tell my grievances?  

My love debt is yet to be paid,  

While I recall our pillow promises.   

I believe his love is not thin like paper. 

 

(Cleans up the firewood storage) 

 

(Music, Ching Wan-man, looking sick, enters with the help of Leung-on) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Sings) 

My two legs are wobbly,  

Even before meeting my beloved, I am already very sick.   

So melancholy on my sick bed that I’d rather die.   

Longing to follow the moon to send my feelings to my beloved.  

Only now an I truly savor the taste of love.   

 

How can I meet my beloved with this sickly look?  

I must muster my strength   

To meet my fair confidant. 

 

(Speaks) 

Leung-on, when we go inside to see your sister, don’t tell her that I’ve been sick 

for months.  If she knows that I’ve been unwell, she will be worried.  

 

See, I don’t look sick at all.  

 

LEUNG-ON  

(Speaks)  

Sure, don't worry, Brother Man. 

 

(Sings) 

You are truly a romantic lover,  

I can tell from your words.   

I’m afraid that your skinny body  

Will give out your secret. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks)  

Don’t worry, once I see your sister, I will get well right away.  Let’s go inside. 

 

(Enter together, speaks)  
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Tsui-hung. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Delighted, speaks)  

Is that you Brother Man?  I should be extremely happy to see you, but once I 

recall that you haven’t visited me for months, I can’t help hating you, blaming 

you, getting mad at you.  

 

(Pretends to be angry, sits down facing the audience) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Comforts Tsui-hung, recites) 

Hung, no need to purse your lips. I’ve never wanted to talk about my family, but 

now I must tell you everything.  Both my parents died when I was seven. I was 

brought up by my widowed aunt. She had a son of her own, and because of his 

welfare, she has taken away my family inheritance.  Now she is paying for her 

crime right before her eyes.  She has no conscience, and her only son died.  

After that she has treated me as her own flesh and blood.  That’s why I call her 

mother, and she is very strict with me.  She has sensed what is going on 

between us, and wants to sever our love tie. 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Recites)  

I see. I shouldn’t have blamed you for you have your own difficulties. Leung-on, 

brother, can you go away for a little while? Brother Man and I have not seen 

each other for so long, we certainly have much to say.  Good brother, can you 

be a little considerate?  

 

(Pulls Wan-man to stage front)  

Brother Man, do you remember our night of romance? Look outside the window.  

The pomegranate blossoms are already bearing fruits. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Delighted, speaks)  

Really? This is wonderful! 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Recites)  

You don't have to whisper and giggle. I see it all.  Brother Man, you must 

understand that my sister is under pressure from both sides. 

 

She has been suffering from her mean step-mother since she was young, and has 

been mistreated by the wealthy family of her master. You must not deny your 

obligation to protect her. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks)  

Most certainly, I have my plans. 
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(Sings)  

A heart that cherishes delicate flowers,  

I am willing to be the one who treasures the fair maid,  

Some day I shall write my love verses on red leaves.   

Our destiny is shared,  

Our hearts are connected,  

Endless love between the two of us,  

Soon I shall marry my beautiful beloved in the phoenix chamber.   

I have already secretly beseeched my mother.   

Knowing that rules are strict  

In a conservative family of strong traditions,  

We must never tell her that the peach blossom is already bearing fruit.   

If the romantic secret is leaked,  

Our wedding dream will vanish without a trace,  

We must be careful not to tear the joined boughs apart.  

 

Spring is still chilly. We will realize our marriage so long as you keep the secret. 

 

 (Kam-chi eavesdrops on Wan-man, grinds her teeth, and exits) 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Sings)  

The flower of love is planted with my very hands,  

Our wonderful love will bloom on joined boughs,  

You are a true lover.   

I certainly understand what it means. 

 

(Speaks)  

I certainly will. 

 

 (As Tsui-hung sings, Kam-chi pulls Kung Shu-ling forward to eavesdrop) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Hears, his heart sinks and he sings)  

Oh Tsui-hung, so you’re getting married.  

 

(Stands at stage front, feels jealous)  

The dream of Spring is awakened,  

Silently feeling sorry for myself. 

I try hard to keep my smiling face to wish you happiness in front of others. 

 

KAM-CHI  

(Speaks)  

Now you are talking.  Your good family certainly teaches well. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks)  
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Young Master, I am very grateful for your support of my marriage with 

Tsui-hung.  I have fifty taels of silver here for the redemption of Tsui-hung.  

Would you please return the bondage paper to her? 

 

SHU-LING 

(Sadly smiles, speaks)  

Fifty taels, Wan-man.  If it is just money, you will never be able to buy her 

back. 

 

(Sings)  

The wild goose is flying away with the swallow,  

Even with gold, the master cannot be changed.   

The beautiful flower I’ve grown is now plucked away by others,  

I can only lower my head with no words.   

Winning or losing is all up to Heaven,  

Who cares about the fifty taels of silver now that the beauty is gone? 

Tsui-hung has entrusted herself to you,  

Money means nothing.   

I am willing to give up my beloved beauty,  

With a rich dowry I will  

Marry her off as my own blood sister.  

 

(Speaks)  

I’ll take it as marrying my sister off. 

 

 (Tsui-hung is moved) 

 

KAM-CHI  

(Disgusted, speaks)  

I shall not allow this.  A sister is a sister, how can you treat her “as” a sister?  

 

(Sings)  

Rotten firewood is being sold as sandalwood,  

This is a disgrace to the Kung Family,  

We are already losing a woman for nothing,  

Giving her away with a rich dowry is unwise. 

 

(Speaks)  

I shall not spend my money in such stupid way. 

 

 (Shu-ling insists, argues with Kam-chi) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Tries to mediate, sings)  

Don’t hurt the feelings between husband and wife 

For this lowly servant girl.  

The leaves have fallen onto the root where they belong, 

Forever I am grateful for your love and kindnesses,  
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The flower is lucky to be protected by the precious Spring soil,  

Marriage is already in expectation,  

I dare not ask for more.  

 

I am satisfied. 

 

 

 

SHU-LING 

(Speaks)  

Hung, don’t be silly. 

  

(Sings)  

For five years,  

I’ve never treated you as a lowly servant. 

 

We are like brother and sister,  

The Kung Family is a prestigious family,  

Even marrying off a servant girl has to be done respectfully.  

 

(Speaks)  

For a prestigious big family like ours, even marrying off a sister must be 

accompanied with a rich dowry.  We don’t need her money.  Hung, just wait, I 

have lots. I’ll get it for you myself.  

 

(Exits) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Unhappy, speaks)  

I can’t stand her.  A servant girl is a servant girl.  Why must we make a water 

ghost into an emperor? Well, I'll see what riches the Kung Family has, how 

generous you can be.  Tsui-hung, I am waiting to see whether you will be a 

happily married lady after all. 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Recites)  

Seventh Mistress, you don’t have to say that. It is Sixth Young Master who 

wants to take me as his sister. I didn’t ask for it. Servant girl or sister, I, 

Tsui-hung, am going to be a formally wedded wife. 

 

After all, my status is little higher than yours, Seventh Mistress. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites)  

Seventh Mistress, I address you as such out of my respect.  People out there are 

saying that you are paying the young Kung Master to marry you for the second 

time. There is nothing prestigious about it.  No matter what, my Tsui-hung is 

more treasured than you are. 
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LEUNG-ON 

(Recites)  

Please hold your tongue Seventh Mistress, and mind your own business.   

By the time Sixth Young Master takes on an eighth mistress and puts you at the 

back of the house, you will know what you should be concerned with. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Gets angry, sings)  

I will not stand such mean words  

So coldly pierced into my heart.   

Little Tsui-hung, you will never be able to get out of my palm.  

 

Don’t be so full of yourself. 

 

TSUI-HUNG  

(Laughs, sings)  

I have had enough of your bullying for years,  

I will never ever set foot in the Kung house again. 

I swear that I will live happily ever after with Brother Man,  

 

I shall wash off my shabbiness once and for all.  

 

(Exits with Wan-man and Leung-on) 

 

KAM-CHI  

(Clenches her teeth, speaks)  

Well, Tsui-hung, brag all you want, I swear to ruin your happiness at all costs. 

 

(Rolls her eyes thinking, speaks)  

Hmm, here is a good one. 

 

(Two servant girls carrying jewelry enter with Shu-ling) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Surprised, speaks)  

Oh, where is Tsui-hung?  Have they all gone already?  Why do they turn down 

my good intentions? 

 

KAM-CHI  

(Changes into a smiling face, speaks)  

Sixth Young Master, I realize that I’ve been very petty just now.  This is really 

embarrassing. Shall we go to their wedding banquet together? We will add 

prestige to Big Brother Ching’s family as well as show our noble affection as the 

masters of our servant. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Speaks) 
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Kam-chi, for once in your entire life, you’re very thoughtful this time.  Let’s go 

together. 

 

(Exits with Kam-chi) 

 

MANGY 

(Recites) 

Oh, where is Tsui-hung? Big sister, would you please let her know that Brother 

Ngau has bought her some new clothes? 

 

SERVANT GIRL 

(Speaks) 

Are you looking for Tsui-hung?  She is already married. 

 

MANGY 

(Doubtful, speaks) 

What?  Married? Are you sure?  Other than me, who else would she marry? 

 

SERVANT GIRL 

(Speaks) 

She was here just now, saying that she is going to marry Big Brother Ching, the 

one who was office staff here before. 

 

MANGY 

(Loudly recites) 

Oh, Tin Hau Goddess, oh Tin Hau Goddess, you’re so pitiless! You have left me 

no choice but to tear down your temple to put out my anger! How could I have 

lost even with tips from the Goddess? 

 

(Sings) 

Tin Hau Goddess lies to me, 

Why have you cheated on a mangy little fellow like me? 

 

(Crying and shaking his head, exits) 

 

(Curtain falls) 

 

 

ACT 2  (A elaborately decorated hall) 

 

A table and a curtain decorated with the “double happiness” character.  A plaque 

with the characters “ Family of Culture and Manners” inscribed is hung above the 

door. 

 

(Six servant girls standing by) 

 

(Curtain rises) 
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CHING’S MOTHER 

(Enters, sings) 

Three generations of 

Culture and manners, 

Not wanting to look back at the past, 

A midnight knock at the door, 

Could it be the ghost of the night? 

My ruthless seizure of family inheritance,  

A possible revenge worries me. 

 

A servant girl of the Kung Family, 

How can she be married into our family? 

 

(Speaks) 

To begin with, I would not allow his marriage with Hung, but since I have done 

him wrong, I have no choice but follow his wishes. 

 

(Yells to the servant girls to bring out a chair where she sits and viciously supervises 

their work) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Accompanied by two servant girls, enters, sings) 

The saying that happiness is in the hands of those who create it robs me of my 

power. 

How can I let her succeed in flying up to high society? Suddenly I have a vicious 

idea.  

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Aye, Seventh Mistress, I am so delighted to have you here to grace our door. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Madam Ching, after all Big Brother Ching is our office staff at the Kung Family. 

I must come here personally to congratulate you and to attend the wedding 

ceremony. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Seventh Mistress, you always pay me respect. Frankly, how can one alter a pair 

of worn-out pants into a vest? Sigh, this is really a disgrace to our family. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Madam Ching, it doesn’t really matter, a servant girl of a rich family is just like a 

daughter from a poor family. The worst thing is that Tsui-hung is a pregnant 

bride, which is somewhat embarrassing. 
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CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

What?  This is not really true! This is not really true! I have been an aristocrat 

all my life. If this is true, I will not let the bridal sedan enter my house.  How 

can a bridal sedan carry a mother with child? 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Speaks) 

Hush Madam Ching, even you don’t care about your face but I do.  I understand 

that it’s not easy for a widowed mother like you to bring up a nephew, treating 

him like your own son. That’s why I don’t want to keep you in the dark.  Don’t 

let anybody know that I told you this, otherwise the young Master Kung will kill 

me if he finds out that I broke this to you. One more thing, I doubt if Hung’s 

baby is Big Brother Ching’s.   

 

Come here, let me tell you secretly. 

(Recites) 

Talking about Tsui-hung the servant girl, I just can’t hold back my tears. The 

young Master Kung has been obsessed with her all along.  Wan-man has not 

come to our house for several months.  It does not make sense that love flowers 

have jointly bloomed.  Probably the Kung Family sowed the seed for the Ching 

Family to grow, so as not to arouse my anger. 

 

(Speaks) 

One more thing,  

 

(Sings)  

Wan-man has told Tsui-hung that you have seized his family inheritance. You 

must be careful about this. Hung is a bagful of tricks, I’m afraid she may do 

harm to you. 

 

(Speaks) 

This must be true. I heard the two talking about that in the firewood storage from 

afar. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Falters into the chair, speaks) 

This I believe, but pregnant, probably not. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Speaks) 

Just wait and see. 

 

 (Four guests enter to congratulate) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Please take a seat, please, please.  

 



Forsaken Woman v1.0 

 

15 

 

(Everybody takes seat.) 

 

(Shu-ling enters) 

 

(Mangy follows him closely.)  

 

SHU-LING 

(Sings at stage front) 

The flower I’ve grown has been plucked away, 

I can only shed my love tears behind others’ back. 

With each step, 

I linger, 

I can’t bear thinking of my romantic past.  

 

(Sighs) 

 

MANGY 

(Mimics Shu-lingm sings) 

The Tin Hau Goddess has made me lovesick, 

The temple master has made me obsessed with love. 

With each step,  

I shake my head 

My head is itchy and 

My heart is sick.  

 

(Runs into Shu-ling) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Speaks) 

You damned mangy head, why are you following me each step? 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks) 

Young Master Kung, you don’t know me, but I do know you.  You are going to 

the wedding banquet, and I’m going to the wedding banquet too.  I don’t know 

the way, so I am following you.  

 

(Both enter) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER  

(Receiving guests) 

 

SHU-LING  

(Recites) 

Congratulations Madam Ching. You must treat your daughter-in-law well. I have 

always treasured her like a piece of precious jewelry. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Becomes more suspicious, recites) 
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Sure, sure, sure.  

 

Who is this mangy guy? Is he your servant? Oh, how come your servant is here? 

 

SHU-LING 

(Recites) 

No body knows him, send him away. He has been following my coat-tail all the 

way.  Just look at him, he seems a little crazy. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Oh, don’t. You don’t know him but I do. He has a firewood shop in Hung’s 

home village. He is very close to Hung.  Otherwise he wouldn’t deliver the 

firewood in person to your home in town. Anyway, whoever comes here is a 

guest.  Let’s add a place at the door where he can sit. 

 

 

MANGY 

(With siliness, speaks) 

What what what? You think that I don’t have a wedding present? 

 

(A servant girl brings in a small table and yells at Mangy to sit down) 

 

(Music, the bridal sedan enters with the bridal chaperone) 

 

CHAPERONE 

(Speaks) 

Dear respected mother-in-law, the bridal sedan has arrived. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Chiu-hei, hurry up, go get the young master to kick open the sedan door. 

 

(Helped by the servant girl, Wan-man comes out to receive the bride) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Steps aside, glances at Hung, speaks) 

Music. 

 

(Music, wedding ceremony) 

 

(Wan-man shakes in agony) 

 

(Tsui-hung cannot kneel down, whispers to the chaperone) 
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CHAPERONE 

(Speaks loudly) 

Would the respected mother-in-law please pardon her, the bride is not feeling too 

well, she cannot kneel down.  Let’s just make a token gesture. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

It is strange for the bride not to kneel.  

 

(Pulls away the bridal veil of Hung, recites) 

Hung, in front of the eyes of so many people here, I am embarrassed to check on 

you.  Don’t think that I haven’t noticed what is under your loose clothes! Speak 

up!  Is it because you’re pregnant that you cannot kneel down for the wedding 

ceremony? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Shakes her head, then nods in panic, speaks) 

Mother-in-law, at this stage, I can no longer deceive you. I, I,... I join the family 

with good fortune today. 

 

(Wan-man is shocked) 

(Mangy is shocked) 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Recites)  

Hung, you have disgraced our family. I doubt whether your baby is the flesh and 

blood of the Ching Family. 

 

MANGY 

(Recites) 

Madam Ching, why you ask such a strange question?  If the baby is not Big 

Brother Ching’s, do you think that it is mine?  I sure do hope so, but I guess I 

am not lucky enough. 

 

TUSI-HUNG 

(Sings) 

In tears and shyness I beg mother-in-law for your kind support. 

I will never ever forget your gracious pity on me. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks) 

Fine, fine, fine. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Shouts) 

What do you mean by fine? 

 

(Sings) 

As a family of culture and manners, I cannot forgive. 

Please return to your home in the same sedan. 
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I will light the bright red firecrackers at the door, 

To send you home without the wedding ceremony. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Madly speaks) 

No, this cannot be done.  Mother, 

 

(Sings) 

A sword suddenly strikes from heaven. 

 

Don’t blame me for being disobedient. 

At this moment I am already half crazy. 

 

I will not allow the wedding vow to be destroyed. 

 

(Speaks) 

Mother, I have been a good boy since I was a few years old.  I follow whatever 

you say,  

 

I never argue with you,  

 

Hung is all I wish for.  

I will hold on to her with my very hands and feet and not let her go. 

 

(Ching’s Mother is a little shocked) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Speaks in grief) 

Madam Ching. 

 

(Sings) 

Don’t you see my eyes are brimming with bitter tears, 

 

I hate myself for not being able to turn into the Spring soil to protect 

This beautiful flower in my palm, 

 

How can I bear watching her being ruined, 

 

We must have pity on her misfortune. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Speaks) 

Sixth Young Master, you’re speaking nonsense again.  These words are heavy. 

 

(Sings)  

The boat cannot be turned back into wood, 

Yet I cannot bear to see her covering her tearful face. 

Let’s be tolerant whenever possible 

And not make her young master worry. 
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MANGY 

(Sings) 

Look at Big Brother Ching, 

His hands and feet are already shaking with rage. 

It is not right to brutally separate the couple. 

Seeing the happiness of others makes me sad. 

Me, Mangy, 

How can I stand up to those handsome young fellows? 

 

(Cries) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Oh, stop it, this is really bothering me.  Hung, come over and let me tell you. 

 

(Recites) 

I will not drink the tea you pour me as my daughter-in-law, yet I cannot refuse to 

acknowledge you. I have no choice but to follow this mama’s boy. There, you 

can only perform the wedding ceremony, but not sleep with him in the same 

room. You know I love my boy very much. Although he is fine now, he is 

getting thinner and thinner each day. You must pay attention to his health. Sleep 

with him only after the baby is born.  You must not break this old practice. 

Chiu-hei, go and help her to the wedding room. Now, don’t ever play any tricks 

behind my back. 

 

(Chiu-hei helps Tsui-hung exit on stage left) 

 

(The guests leave) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Young Master Kung, you rarely come to our house.  It is really our honor that 

you come today. It is getting late now.  Why don’t you stay for the night if you 

don’t mind, so that I can take the opportunity to talk with Seventh Mistress. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Good idea. I’ve only told you half of the story.  It’s not yet finished. 

 

(A servant girl leads Shu-ling and Kam-chi exits on stage right) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Wan-man, why don't you go inside? What are you doing here holding onto the 

table?  Oh, I see, you have the means to be on your own now.  Even I have to 

stay out of your way.  You are a grown man now.  You don’t care about me 

anymore.  Come, help me go inside. 

 

(A servant girl helps her exit) 
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(Mangy still eavesdropping, eating and thinking) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Panting, speaks at stage front) 

Who are you? Why are you still here? 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks with silliness) 

Stop nagging me.  I got up early this morning and went to the Tin Hau Temple 

with my wood  chopper, thinking that I would smash the place.  Yet when I 

asked for my fortune again, I got another very very lucky one that really puzzles 

me. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Sings) 

Oh, I am feeling dizzy.  I am losing it. 

 

MANGY 

(Holds him, recites) 

Oh oh, bridegroom, how come you look so pale? Why are you shaking?  You 

must be cold. Come drink some wine to get rid of the cold.  You will scare 

Hung to death.  You look like a ghost. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites at stage front) 

Oh, I feel so sick.  I can’t even let people know that I am sick.  If Mother 

knows about my sickness she would not let me marry Hung.  Hung has had a 

miserable past, so I cannot let her know.  Have a drink, have a drink to make 

me braver and stronger. 

 

(Drinks 3 cups of wine in a row, speaks) 

It does feel different. 

 

(Exits covering his chest) 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks) 

Why does it still comes out very very lucky?  May be I should go and ask for 

another one to see what actually happens. 

 

(Exits) 

 

(Curtain falls) 

 

 

 

ACT 3 (Two lavishly decorated rooms) 
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The room on stage left is big and the one on stage right is small. Big curtains on both 

sides of stage.  A table on stage left with a pair of wedding candles, a small wooden 

table on stage right, the main gate at center stage with a red chair on each side. 

 

(Two servant girls Chun-to and Dong-mei stand by) 

 

(Tsui-hung sits on stage left) 

 

(Music, curtain rises) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Looking at the wedding candles in front, sings) 

Sad and gloomy, 

Tired and down, 

The flickering red candles casting light on the miserable one, 

The moon is full but not without grief. 

The joint-blossoms are in sorrow. 

I have become a bride with shyness and shame, 

I am ashamed to sit before the lovebird pillows. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(With two servant girls holding lanterns, enters in agony, sings) 

I peep at her tears in front of the wedding candles,  

I must muster my strength from sickness.   

A little happiness can drive away a lot of sorrow, 

Who knows that I am so gravely sick? 

 

(Gathers his strength, enters) 

 

Success at the imperial exam is a big achievement, 

The wedding night is a small achievement too. 

Let me go forward to pay respect to my wife, 

My dear wife.  

(Almost kneeling down) 

 

(Tsui-hung wants to kneel but cannot, bitterly smiles, speaks)  

My dear husband. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks) 

Chun-to, you all go outside.  Don’t you have any manners? 

 

CHUN-TO 

(Speaks) 

Master, no need to shout, we’ll go. But Madam wants you to go back to your 

own room after the token wedding drinks.  Young master, please don’t blame 

us for having the authority to check on the newly weds every hour. 

 

(Exits with the servant girl) 
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WAN-MAN 

(Shakes with rage, speaks) 

This is ridiculous, those creatures. They only have Mother in their eyes,  

 

but not me the young master. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Comes forward, recites) 

Man, never mind.  Finally I’m married to you, and you’re married to me. No 

words are necessary between husband and wife.  Why don’t you return to rest 

in your room on the other side? 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, unlike other newly-weds, why do we newly-weds have to sleep in separate 

rooms on our wedding night? Even before our wedding wine is exchanged? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Smiles bitterly, recites) 

Brother Man, this is all because our elder cares for her obedient boy.  I have 

been negligent, not realizing the power of the beliefs and the conservative 

traditions.  Actually I am content with what I have become this day.  Go to bed.  

It’s only wine.  We will drink it when the time comes. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, no way.  It is so sad to hear these words from you that show my 

cowardice even more. I must drink to you.  What a joke!  A wedding is a 

happy thing that happens only once in a life time.  

 

(Shaking, pours the wine and gives it to Hung) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Shocked, recites) 

Brother Man, why you look so pale?  Look at you!  The wine cup is shaking in 

your hand. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Hanging on, recites) 

No, this is what it looks like when you are too excited. Everybody reckoned that 

I would not be able to marry this servant girl of the Kung Family. 

 

I am so happy. I am so happy.   

 

At least now you are the daughter-in law of the Ching Family. You are the one 

on my pillow.  

 

(The wine cup drops and breaks) 
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TSUI-HUNG 

(Shocked, speaks) 

Oh Brother Man, breaking the cup is a bad omen. 

 

(Sings) 

The wedding wine cup has been shattered into pieces,  

It is hard not to have imperfection in love.  

I am scared each time thinking about this.  

Tonight only my tears are on the lovebird pillows.  

The wedding lantern is shedding light on the pitiful.   

Even separated, there is still love and feeling.  

My only worry is that the music ends with a broken string,  

With the wine cup shattered, so with our wedding vow.  

The lantern of good news is yet to be seen, while  

The omen is enshrouding and shaking our hearts. 

 

(Speaks)  

Brother Man, just think about this.  The cup is already broken, how can you put 

the pieces back together? 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Stoops to pick up the pieces, shaken, smiles sadly and speaks) 

This is a wine cup, not a person. Hung, people cannot be broken. 

 

(Trying to gather strength, sings) 

Don't shed your tears for the broken cup. 

 

The breaking of the cup is a sign of luck, 

 

The commitment of our eternal love cannot be broken,  

It will last forever even after our death.   

Don't you know the spirit of the cuckoo bird appears during Ching Ming Festival 

in March, 

Even if we cannot share the same bed while we are alive. 

Don’t you see that there is a joint grave 

On the other side of the Tzemei Hill. 

The grave of lovebirds, 

Strong as iron and gold, 

Our sorrow and joy is nothing. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Man, your words are getting ominous. 

 

(Sings) 

Don’t say such inauspicious words,  

It only troubles my mind.   

Please go to bed early,  

I dare not disobey the teachings of a good wife. 
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WAN-MAN 

(Sings) 

Looking at each other’s eyes in tears with no kind words to comfort the maid.   

The window curtains cut off our intimate love,  

Each night I will be in my room with loneliness and sorrow. 

 

(Sobs, speaks) 

Hung, good night, I will go to outside to my room. 

  

(Falls as he walks out, panting) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Brother Man, what’s the matter with you? Why are you panting like this? 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Smile bitterly, speaks) 

Oh, noth...nothing, probably I have had so much to drink that I can’t walk 

properly. I’ll be fine when the alcohol is gone.  

 

(Enters the room on the stage right, and takes of his clothes with difficulty) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Music, sighs in front of the wedding candles, speaks) 

How can I sleep? 

WAN-MAN 

(Panting at the desk, speaks) 

How can I sleep?  No one knows how I feel.  Maybe I should write it in my 

poetry. 

 

(Starts writing) 

 

(Tsui-hung holds her belly in great pain) 

 

(Baby cries) 

 

(Wan-man throws up blood, faces the room on the other side with mixed feelings of 

happiness and grief ) 

 

(Baby continues to cry) 

 

(Music, Chun-to, three servant girls, Shu-ling and Kam-chi enter) 

 

(Kam-chi rushes into the room on stage left and comes out with the baby) 

 

(Shu-ling rushes into the room on stage right and picks up Wan-man) 

 

(Chun-to rushes out) (All three people rush in and out) 
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KAM-CHI 

(Loudly calls) 

Oh come, you people come in quickly, she has given birth! 

 

SHU-LING 

(Loudly calls) 

Oh come, you people come in quickly, he is dying! 

 

(The servant girls in the sitting room are confused, don’t know where to go) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Calling out loud) 

Why don’t you come in? I say she has given birth already. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Angry, yells) 

He is dying here.  Oh no no, he doesn’t look good!  I think he is dying!  Let’s 

carry him into the sitting room. 

  

(He carries Wan-man into the sitting room, and calls the servant girls to put a chair on 

stage front for Wan-man to sit down) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Tsui-hung comes out, recites) 

Thank you very much for your help, Seventh Mistress, nobody else came to my 

aid.  Is it a boy or a girl?  I cannot help but sadly ask you the question. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Big Sister Ching, it’s a boy.  You’re so fortunate.  He can share the pork at the 

ancestral hall in the future. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Wild with joy, recites) 

Seventh Mistress, please hand me the baby.  I want to show him to his father 

next door.  Oh, finally Brother Man has become a father.  This is fortunate 

among all the misfortunes after all. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Of course, you must go next door to see what is happening.  Sixth Young 

Master is already there.  So noisy out there.  I don’t know what’s happening. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks) 

Hung, Hung…  

 

(Cannot speak) 
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TSUI-HUNG 

(Kneels down, holding the baby and recites) 

Brother Man, is tonight a sad night or happy night? Is it good fortune or bad luck?  

How come you’re all covered with blood? 

 

WAM-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, don’t cry before me. It is not true to say that I am unfortunate, yet it is also 

not true to say that I am fortunate.  If I am fortunate, I wouldn’t be in this 

situation; yet if I am unfortunate, I wouldn’t have become a father before I die. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Wailing, recites) 

Brother Man, you must not die, you must not die! One person is born, yet 

another person dies.  Why is heaven so cruel?  Brother Man, you must not die! 

How can you run away from the responsibility of a father? 

 

SHU-LING 

(Interrupts, recites) 

Hung, you keep saying that he must not die.  Do you think that he actually 

wants to die? 

 

WAM-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, everybody fears the word death.  

 

Death should not happen in a night like tonight.   

 

Hung… I am overwhelmed, someone must be talking behind your back. 

Otherwise our elder would not be so very mean to you. 

 

(Tsui-hung, holds onto Wan-man’s knees and cries loudly) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Eye movements, pulls Kam-chi to front stage, recites) 

Kam-chi, you have set them up enough. Separation between life and death is not 

sad enough,  

 

But a death accompanying a birth is the saddest of all.   

 

Other than you, who else will disclose Hung’s secret?   

 

(Clenches his teeth) 

 

Seventh Mistress, I never dreamed that you could be cruel like this! 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Loudly recites) 
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Ling, don’t be such a hypocrite in front of the others. You have been wanting 

Big Brother Ching to die for so long.   

 

I dare to speak out loud, young Master Kung is Big Brother Ching’s one and 

only rival in love.   

 

Don’t be such a hypocrite. You should hide away and secretly laugh to yourself. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Angry, recites) 

Kam-chi, Tsui-hung is now Big Sister Ching, and what happened in the past is 

already gone.  Why do you do such despicable things to Big Brother Ching, 

casting Big Sister Ching into such misfortune?  

 

(Shaking Kam-chi) 

 

KAM-CHI 
(Angry, recites) 

I can also say that your jealousy has caused the death of Big Brother Ching.  

 

Isn’t it true? You regarded Big Brother Ching as a nail in your eyes before, and 

once you heard that Hung was marrying him, your attitude completely changed.  

You have taken him to teahouses and restaurants everyday to show your 

friendliness.  Heaven knows what you have put in his wine, drinking him to his 

death! 

 

SHU-LING 

(Shocked, speaks) 

Oh, how can you say such things, you…  

 

(Mad, speechless) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks) 

Can you people be quiet and let me die in peace?  

 

Hung, please don’t cry.   

 

(Sings) 

I know that my love will never die,  

Why are you so sad on your wedding night?  

Why are you so sad on your wedding night?  

After I die, it is fine for you to re-marry.  

  

(Speaks) 

Hung, I am not a lucky person, it is my destiny that I cannot enjoy my good 

fortune, you have no need to stay as my widow. 

  

(Music) 
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TSUI-HUNG 

(Sings) 

I am all yours in this lifetime,  

I would rather be your chaste widow  

Never complaining about my misfortune.   

How can I mend a broken string, 

To consider marrying again? 

 

(Speaks) 

Brother Man, I am yours alive or dead. Brother Man, do you have other words 

for me? Oh baby, come on, call your father.  

 

(Baby cries, Hung sings)  

Kiss your baby and hold him with ardent love. 

 

(Speaks)  

Give him a kiss.  

 

(Sings)  

The dying father will vanish like smoke soon. 

 

(Music) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Sings) 

It’s pointless to kiss the baby, it only adds to my sorrow;   

I am so sad now that it is pointless to kiss. 

It only leaves me longing for more.   

Kiss,  

How much more can I kiss?  

Oh sweet little baby, you’re the most unfortunate one. 

 

(Speaks)  

Hung, once I’m dead, everything will come to an end.  The elder will not take 

care of you two.  Young Master Kung, would you have pity on me and take 

care of them in the future?  

 

(Bows) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Sobs, speaks) 

Sure, sure, don’t worry. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Speaks) 

For sure, you have been longing for such words from him for who knows how 

long. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Shocked, speaks) 
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So, so, so please take care of the mother and child. 

 

(Music) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Cries, speaks) 

Don’t be so silly.  

(Sings)  

I hope husband you do not doubt that 

You’ve trusted the wrong person, 

May heaven have pity, 

Make you get well soon.  

I’d rather take on your misfortune so that you can recover soon,  

I would die for you with no regret.   

I will pray to god to relieve your misfortune.   

May heaven bless us and 

Not turn love into sorrow. 

 

(Ching’s Mother enters accompanied by two servant girls) 

 

(Wan-man holds Tsui-hung and cries) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Pushes Tsui-hung onto the floor, recites) 

Hung, you wicked thing!  Seeing all this you should rest your mind.  You've 

brought such good luck to the family, you kill your husband once you’ve step 

into the family.  Fine, I will just let it be.  Come to think of it, I shouldn’t have 

taken you in as daughter-in-law.  I must send you way with no mercy. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Falls onto the floor and cries out loud, speaks) 

Mother, how can you say such words? Although I am dying, but I am not dead 

yet, you should not jeopardize my marriage at this moment. 

 

(Bows to Ching’s Mother on the floor) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Sadly kneels down, recites) 

Mother-in-law, aside from being married to your son, I have now given birth to 

your grandson, so there is no excuse of any kind for you to abandon me even 

though I am an inauspicious person. 

 

(Bows) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Angry, recites)  

Wicked old woman!  Even though he is not your own son, he has always treated 

you as his own mother.  Although it was not your idea to take this woman as 
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your daughter-in-law, yet she has been addressing you as mother-in-law all the 

time.  You should worry about retribution in your final years.  You must 

consult your conscience about the things you do. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Speaks) 

I will not let you mind other people’s business.  

 

(Sings) 

Clear your own snow in front of your own door,  

You can’t even take care of yourself and have no means to help others. 

Don’t be so attached to Big Sister Ching,  

 

We must go home to sleep.  

 

(Speaks)  

I order you, to follow me home right away.  If you don’t leave now, you will 

not see me at home.   

 

Not only will you not find me, I will take everything, including the land and the 

big mansion with me. 

 

(Shu-ling is angry, wants to hit Kam-chi but dares not, stamps his feet helplessly, 

exits) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Smiles, speaks) 

Elderly folks should not get upset.  Even if Big Brother Ching is unfortunate 

and dies, he still has Big Sister Ching to be his chaste widow. 

   

I am leaving now.  You watch out for yourself.  

 

(Winks and exits) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Chow-ho, get me my cane.  

 

(Recites)  

Hung, I am sending you away at this time for the benefit of my son. I do not 

want my son to die young even though there is faint hope.  Just think, with a 

lowly person like you here, how can my son turn his bad luck around?  Hung, 

you are unsuited to be my daughter-in-law. So long as my son is alive, I have to 

take care of his feelings. I have to keep my mouth shut.  You must return home 

in your sedan right away.  Otherwise I will send you off with my cane!  

 

(Pretends to hit Hung) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Crawls up from the floor to hold his mother, speaks) 
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Mother, although I am not your flesh and blood, you should not bully her as 

though I am dead.  You know very well that I am dying.  You know I have no 

strength to fight you back, so you are taking advantage to do whatever you want. 

Mother, even if you have no pity on me, you should think of my late parents.  In 

a way, the baby is your flesh and blood too. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

I don’t know such things. I must send her away. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Mother-in-law. 

 

(Kneels down, sings)  

I plead my case in tears again,  

At the parting of the living and the dead,  

Why you want to break my heart?   

Can’t you see the sorrowful mother and the sad son?  

There is only one thread of hope,  

Please do not send me away mercilessly.   

My step-mother has no conscience,  

If I return to her now,  

She will never forgive an inauspicious person like me.   

I beg you Mother-in-law again 

Even if you don’t care about our wedding vows,  

We are mother-and-daughter-in-laws in name,  

Please be merciful and don’t let my life ends in sorrow. 

Don't let a good wife have grievances in her heart. 

 

In tears I beg Mother-in-law that you have mercy on me. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks) 

Mother, have pity on her, have pity on her. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Go away. 

 

(Sings)  

Don’t think that I am old and unreasonable.   

I have been prudent all my life,  

I cannot stand it anymore.   

Tsui-hung is not a member of the Ching family.   

I feel sorry for you.  You’ve been so sick that  

With your eyes closed you’ve spent your wedding night with her. 

Our ancestors cannot be disgraced.   

I will not tolerate my son being taken advantage of. 
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(Speaks) 

Wicked girl, you go go go.  

 

(Hits Tsui-hung) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Struggles to get up to protect Tsui-hung, gets hit by the cane, sings) 

Alas, the sad souls are parting.  

 

(Coughs blood, a servant girl holds him) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Oh you bad thing, why did you stay away when I hit you? I wouldn’t have hurt 

him by mistake if you hadn’t stayed away from my cane.  You must have 

wanted him to die.  Once he is dead, there is no one to testify.  Chow-ho, come 

and carry the young master to his room. 

 

(Sits at stage front) 

 

(Tsui-hung screams for Wan-man, wants to rush into the room with the baby in her 

arms) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 
(Blocks Tsui-hung with her cane, recites) 

You wicked thing, you still want to follow him into the room? I’ll forget all the 

efforts and money spent on the banquet.  From now on, what happens to 

Wan-man is none of your business. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(A little angry, recites) 

Mother-in-law, this is not reasonable.  The one standing in front of you is his 

wife.  

 

The one I am holding is his flesh and blood, there is no reason for not allowing 

us to see each other. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

You wicked thing, Wan-man is so sick that he is losing his mind.  You think I 

have lost my mind too? 

 

(Recites) 

While there is nobody around, let me reveal your secret.  The Mistress has told 

me that you are a sly person.  Where did your belly come from?  Obviously 

it’s the flesh and blood of the Kung Family.  

 

The Young Master has no means to protect his beloved, so you are taking 

advantage of me. 
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(Pretends to cry) 

My boy is the sole heir of our family.  I have suffered a lot for the last ten 

twenty years to bring him up. I will not let you take advantage of me.  How can 

I watch him being cheated on? How can I let you drag our family down?  Please 

have pity on us.  I am willing to bow to you.  I’d rather kowtow to you so that 

you will take your dirt and leave.  His life or death is no more your business. 

  

(Calls out loud)   

I have gone through a lot to bring him up, you pitiless cheat!  

 

(Bows to Tsui-hung). 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Stunt, rolls her eyes, recites) 

Staying longer will make more trouble.  With a broken heart the swallow will 

leave her flock tonight.  

 

(Sings)  

My mind is blurred,  

 

I am not able to turn back to comfort my husband. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks)  

You, you’d better leave. This is your marriage paper, take it.  

 

(Throws it on the floor)  

  

The sedan chair is waiting for you at the door.  

 

Go away,  

 

Why don’t you leave?  

Why don’t you go away? 

 

(Tsui-hung sadly exits with her baby) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Yells) 

Dong-mei, take the marriage paper and give it to the wicked thing. 

 

(Dong-mei exits quickly with the marriage paper) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks at stage front) 

What a relief.  I have nothing to worry about now, other than that Wan-man 

may listen to that wicked woman and ask me for his inheritance. 
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(Chun-tou enters with the doctor) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Just bring the doctor inside to see Wan-man.  If nothing much can be done, I’ll 

prepare for his funeral. 

 

DOCTOR 

(Goes inside to see Wan-man and returns, recites) 

Mrs Ching, although Big Brother Ching is weak, he vomits blood because he has 

too many things on his mind.  I believe it is not too serious.  Send someone to 

come with me for the medicine.  If he doesn’t die in a month or so, he will be 

fine.  

 

(Exits) 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Recites) 

You servant girls listen.  If the young master does recover and asks for the 

where about of Tsui-hung, you must not tell him that she has returned to her 

mother’s home, otherwise he will go the village to seek her out. 

 

CHUN-TO 

(Recites)  

Madam, I don’t think that the young master will ever recover.  Why don’t you 

go to the Tin Hau Temple to pray for the goddess’ blessing? 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Sings) 

I must thank the gods and spirits,  

The inauspicious air is now gone.   

Go quickly inside to light the altar lamp.  

 

(Exits) 

 

(Curtain falls) 

 

 

 

Act 4  (At a poor home and pig sty) 

A ancestral alter at center stage, red railings on both sides.  Outside the railing is the 

pig sty where several pigs are kept. The bedroom is on stage left.  

 

(Music, curtain rises) 

 

(Tsui-hung enters in pauper’s cloths carrying the baby on her back, escorting her 

step-mother) 
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STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

With aspiration higher than the sky, the pitiful married girl has returned home. 

Step-mothers are like me, my mouth is sweet though I carry a blade in my 

stomach.  

 

(Speaks) 

Young daughter, bring your mother a chair.  

 

TSUI-FONG 

(Brings a chair, recites) 

Mother, it is useless even though you give me all your love and nothing to my 

elder sister.  I am twenty-two years old now.  Why is it that nobody wants to 

marry me? 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

No rush my little girl.  So you marry late, and so what?  Your elder sister 

rushed into her marriage and see what she ended up with?  Tears for meals 

everyday. 

 

CHAN-SHIU 

(Rushes in, recites) 

Step-mother, oh Step-mother, I’m going to be straight-forward this time. I’m 

talking about the rest of the money you have owed me since long ago. If you 

don’t give me the money today, I’m going to have your pigs carried back to the 

pig farm to make up for the big sum you owe me now. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Oh please, big boss, can you have pity on me and give me some more time? I 

have already spent most of the money I made from the marriage of my first 

daughter, and I need some money to pay for the rent of the farm. 

CHAN-SHIU 

(Speaks)  

Oh, it’s a no again. Come people, take her pigs back to the farm. 

 

(Four workers come to take the pigs, with pig cages) 

 

CHAN-SHIU 

(Speaks) 

Step-mother, if you have the money, ask your young daughter to bring it to me, 

and I’ll return your pigs as they are. 

 

(Exits) 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Speaks) 
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Aye, this is killing me! Since Hung set her foot back home, she is making a mess 

here.  The day she returned home, I said that I must burn some paper money to 

get rid of her bad luck before she entered the house, but your brother told me not 

to be superstitious.  Now, the omen has come true.  

  

Young daughter, get me a cane.  

 

(Sings)  

My chestful of anger has nowhere to release.   

Who understand my grievances?   

My eyes are burning with anger.  

Call Tsui-hung,  

My anger cannot be held back! 

 

TSUI-FONG 

(Speaks) 

Mother please don’t! 

 

(Sings)  

She was beaten only a couple days ago, and now again?  

Why making such a scene at home.   

She is only living on simple meals of rice and tea,  

You should not treat her with such cruelty. 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Enters, speaks) 

Oh Mother!  

 

(Recites) 

Why didn’t you tell me you want to secretly marry off our big sister to another 

man! I heard people gossiping in the village.  They say you are going to marry 

her to the mangy fellow in the neighboring village. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Leung-on, if you have eaten enough then go play somewhere, and if you have 

played enough just eat some more. Oh, does it mean that we have to feed her 

forever? If we feed her for the rest of her life, after we’ve spent so much feeding 

her, we might as well make some money from her marriage, otherwise how can 

we make our ends meet?  Oh cut it out, go play outside, stop bothering me. 

 

MATCH MAKER 

(Enters with the engagement money, recites)  

Dear Step-mother, the bridegroom-to-be does not want to go against your request. 

You ask for five hundred taels of silver for the engagement money and he has 

managed to come up with the money. There, please count the money. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Delighted, recites) 



Forsaken Woman v1.0 

 

37 

 

Oh dear, thank you so much.  Please report to your patron that he can have the 

wedding any time he pleases.  There, I have twenty taels of silver for your red 

packet as lucky money.  If you have the time, please find my young daughter a 

good husband too. 

 

MATCH MAKER 

(Speaks)  

Thank you, Step-mother. The red packet for your young daughter is hard to earn.  

 

(Exits) 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Speaks)  

You wicked old woman, take it back, 

 

Take the money back! 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Angry, speaks)  

Never mind what he says, just go your own way. 

 

(The match maker exits) 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Kneels down, sadly speaks) 

Mother. 

(Sings) 

Her beloved confidant has already gone, 

She has been unfortunate 

Why you want to make her marry again? 

That man is vulgar. 

No wonder people say the heart of a step-mother 

Has no place for the pitiful orphans, 

No place for the conscience of heaven and earth, 

Ten years of tears she has shed by the evening light, 

Each night crying to her late mother. 

Don’t you know that heaven has justice? 

Good deeds and evil deeds will be justly rewarded. 

Seeds are sown by the ancestors, but cultivation is up to the descendants, 

You must be mindful of the future of your son and daughter. 

 

Why don’t I go and return the money myself. 

 

We should not torture the chaste woman. 

(Snatches the money) 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Hits Leung-on, shouts)  

You stay away1  Stand here and don’t you say a word.  
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You are such a big boy now that I never have the heart to hit you,  

you just never know how hard I’ve worked for the two of you.  

 

Young daughter, go tell Hung to come to see me. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Enters with a bucket of pig feed in hand, sings) 

For two meager meals,  

I work hard like farm animals without uttering a word.   

Suddenly I hear step-mother calling Hung,  

I’m scared and fearful to step forward. 

 

(Hesitates to enter, whispers to Leung-on)  

Brother, brother. 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Walks up, whispers) 

Don’t go inside, sister. Go outside. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites) 

Oh, I dare not. Not answering to her call is worse than death. Sigh, look at 

yourself.  I know today is going to be a tough day. 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Angry, recites) 

Sister, it is all my fault.  Why didn’t I work hard to make some achievement? 

I’m not able to support you.  That’s why I have to watch you suffer.  

 

(Sobs) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Smiles bitterly, speaks) 

Never mind, I am getting used to this already.  

 

(Wipes the tears off Leung-on’s face, enters and speaks) 

 

Mother, are you calling me? Oh, you want me to feed the pigs right? I’ve fed 

them several times already. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Hung, you think that I only want you to feed the pigs every time I call you? 

There are no more pigs, no need to feed.  

 

Sigh, look at yourself, what a pitiful look. Dry you tears and put on some rouge.  

Go change your clothes to something red and new. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(In great joy, recites) 
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Oh brother, you’ve scared me to death. I thought something bad was going to 

happen. Mother actually loves me very much.  

  

Mother, where are the clothes? I know I need to change my clothes, but it 

doesn’t have to be red does it?  How about something black? It doesn’t get dirty 

as easily. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Hung, don’t be silly.  You’re getting married today.  

 

Don’t you know that you must wear red for your wedding?  I just had your new 

clothes made a few days ago, in time for the wedding. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Shocked, recites)  

Oh, Mother, I am getting married today?  It cannot be, I am married already, so 

how can I marry again?  When Father was alive, he always said that a decent 

woman does not serve two husbands. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Angry, shouts)  

Are you talking to me or your dead father? You bad girl!  Why you use your 

dead father against me all the time?  If you miss him so much, why don’t you 

go join him? Nobody is keeping you from throwing yourself into the river or the 

well.  

 

(Beats Hung, recites) 

That’s what I want to do.  That’s what I want to do.   

 

All grown-up daughters must get married.  Do you want me to keep you in the 

kitchen among the stoves?  I have already taken your engagement money and 

the wedding sedan is on its way.  I’ve owed so much debt because of you, I’ll 

count each one with each beating.  Of course you don’t want to remarry without 

your son.  Don’t worry, you wicked girl. I have been very thoughtful and all the 

terms are already agreed. He is willing to take you two in, both mother and son.  

 

(Beats Hung and pants) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Kneels down and cries, sings) 

Don’t do things only for money 

With no other considerations.  

I don’t want to marry again,  

I beg you a hundred times my kind mother. 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Kneels down, weeps, recites) 
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Mother, I would rather eat less and dress less than watching my sister being so 

sad. Fong, come kneel down to ask for mother’s pity.  You are a girl too.  You 

should understand our sister’s feelings. 

 

TSUI-FONG 

(Kneels down, pretends to cry, recites) 

Mother, please don’t marry our sister off.  If you want to make some 

engagement money, you can make it from me.  I will never cry like a pig as my 

sister does when I marry. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Go away. Go quickly to the pig farm with the money and ask them to return all 

our pigs to us. 

 

(Tsui-fong exits) 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Speaks)  

You wicked girl, go away.  

(Sings)  

Big Brother Ching has already gone to heaven. 

 

There is no need for you to wail covering your face.   

Do you want me to beat you until the whip breaks before you become someone’s 

wife again?  

 

(Beats Tsun-hung in rage, pushes her to stage front left) 

 

(Leung–On comforts Hung and wipes her tears) 

 

(Music, enter two sedan carriers wearing special outfits, match maker, bridal 

chaperone, and Mangy dressed up in a wedding outfit.) 

 

MANGY 

(Recites)  

Greetings mother-in-law.   

 

Hung, please come let me have a few words with you.  

 

I’ve already said that the words of the Tin Hau Goddess are powerful.  She 

must be powerful since she has received so much offering money from me.  

Finally we are husband and wife. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Angry, speaks)  

Mangy… 

 

MANGY 
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(Speaks)  

What is it? Don’t call me that, call me Ngau. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites)  

Ngau, I don’t blame mother for making me marry again. There are not many 

step-mothers who love and care about their step-daughters.  

 

However, you should not marry me.  Even if you don’t know the miseries I’ve 

been through, at least you should know that I am already married. 

 

MANGY 

(Recites with silliness)  

Of course, there is nothing that I don’t know.  I know that you returned here in 

your sedan chair.  I was watching you at the village entrance. You were so sad 

that I dared not call you.  Now that Big Brother Ching has died in a mental 

hospital, I summoned up my courage to marry you. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Angry, speaks)  

Mangy. 

 

MANGY 

(Laughs foolishly)  

Hee hee, I try again. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites)  

Ngau, Big Brother Ching is now dead, and I cannot go back there.  Even if he 

was still alive, I couldn’t go back because of his stubborn mother.  But I will 

never re-marry.  

 

I am not a pig,  

 

I am not a dog,  

 

Why do I have to take all this? 

 

 

MANGY 

(Cries, speaks)  

Hung, don’t ever say such things.  

 

(Sings)  

I have sold everything I have just for you,  

I have nothing left.   

I’ve pawned everything 

To make up for the engagement money. 

Now all I have left is this bridegroom’s robe on me.   
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Don’t think that I am stupid. I do have a very good heart.  

Who else will sacrifice like me in order to marry you?  

The more you suffer,  

The more I worry.   

I hope you can accept my marriage proposal. 

 

(Kneels down) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Stamps her feet, turns around and weeps) 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Sobs, speaks) 

Sister, it looks like he is a nice person, with a past like yours.  It is difficult to 

find another man willing to kneel down so humbly before you like this man. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Grabs Hung, recites) 

Hung, are you marrying or not? If not, I will get a hanging rope for you, you 

wicked girl. You don't deserve good fortune.  You’d be better dead than living, 

there!  

 

(Pinches Hung) 

 

(Mangy sees and feels sorry for Tsui-hung) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Unyieldingly recites)  

Mother, it is difficult to make me marry.  Wanting me dead is easier.  Go get 

whatever you please.  You want me to use a rope, I’ll use a rope; you want me 

to use a knife, I’ll use a knife. 

 

(Mangy immediately hides away the ropes and knives in the room) 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Grabs Tsui-hung, speaks)  

You wicked girl, are you threatening me with your death? Your life is cheap, but 

I still have your son with me.  What do you want with him? Of course you can 

die, but who is going to take care of what you leave behind? 

 

(Tsui-hing is shocked, faints) 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Holds Tsui-hung, speaks)  

Alas, Mother, sister has fainted. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Yells)  

Carry her inside. 
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(Leung-on carries Tsui-hung and exits from stage left) 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Sits down, panting, speaks)  

Oh, she is making me so mad. 

 

MANGY 

(In tears at stage front, sings)  

I am stunned, but I dare not go up to snatch her  

Or dare to hold her.   

I hate my parents,  

I’m mad at my parents, 

How come they gave me such a hideous look,  

My look pleases nobody.  

 

(Speechless)  

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites)  

Mangy, let me ask you a straight question. About the engagement money, I have 

already spent most of it, there is no way that I will return it to you.  Are you 

serious about marrying Hung? 

 

MANGY 

(Looks foolish, recites)  

Of course I do, despite everything I still want her.  So long as she steps out of 

this house, she will not suffer anymore. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites)  

Fine, since you really want her, since it’s late now and it’s quiet in the village, 

I’ll be brutal this time. 

 

MANGY 

(Recites) 

Never, never mind.  Even though it is brutal, it is only once and for all. She will 

have some good days after she’s married to me.  Don’t say that I am stupid, 

when it come to the philosophy of life, few people are smart like me. 

 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

Fine, I’ll ask the sedan carriers to carry the sedan chair into the room. 

 

(The sedan carriers exit with the sedan chair and her on stage left) 

 

MANGY 

(Foolishly speaks)  
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Oh, why do you carry the sedan chair into the room? Damn! I may be tricked.  

She knows that Hung doesn’t want to marry me but she wants to pocket the 

engagement money.  Now she is getting away with my sedan chair too, she 

must be sneaking out from the back door. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Enters, speaks)  

Ready now, chaperone, music. 

 

(Music plays, yells at the sedan carriers to bring in Tsui-hung, who is dressed in red, 

and tied to the sedan chair) 

 

(Leung-on holds on the sedan chair, trying to keep up) 

 

(Step-mother pushes Leung-on aside) 

 

(Four servants carrying the pig cages following Tsui-fong, enter) 

 

(The sedan carriers exit on stage left with the sedan chair) 

 

(The bridal chaperone and match-maker exit) 

 

(The servants exit with the pig cages) 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks)  

This is strange, the pigs are carried inside tied in ropes, the person is also carried 

inside tied in ropes. Looks like people are just like pigs.  Does it mean that I am 

marrying a pig? No no no, pigs are never free while once she is married to me, 

she will be out of bondage. 

 

(About to exit) 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Speaks) 

 Mangy come back, you have missed something. 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks)  

What is it? 

 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Quickly unties the baby from Tsui-fong , wraps him up in clothes, speaks)  

There, you bring him home as well. 

 

MANGY 

(Holds the baby, looks baffled, speaks)  

Oh mother-in-law, how come you don’t tie him up in ropes?   
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Oh, I see, he cannot walk or run, so no need to tie him up.  

 

It is better off to know nothing in this world.  

 

(Exits) 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Rushes up to the ancestral tablet and cries, speaks) 

Father, I have done you wrong. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Speaks)  

Leung-on, you are useless.  You are wasting my efforts.  Young daughter, 

come inside with me.  

 

(Blows out the lights, exits with Tsui-fong) 

 

(Thunderstorm outside, the rooster crows) 

 

(Wan-man enters with a cane, looking sick)  

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Shocked, goes to stage front to hold Wan-man, recites)  

Big Brother Ching, I thought you were dead, brother-in-law! How come you 

look like a ghost?  Why do you come here in such a big thunderstorm? 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites)  

Leung-on, you’re not the only one who thinks I’m dead.  Everybody in town 

thinks I’m dead.  My wicked aunt is afraid that I may go after her for Hung and 

my inheritance, so she sent me to the asylum.  One night I took the chance and 

escaped from there.  The asylum does not want to take the responsibility, so 

they reported me as a death case.  My aunt just gave them some money for my 

burial.  She didn’t even bother to go to the asylum.  Did Hung come back 

here? 

  

(Looks extremely tired, sits on the floor) 

 

LEUNG ON 

(At stage front, recites)  

Oh, why didn’t he come two days earlier?  Now that the morning has broken, 

and my big sister will never come back here I don’t have the heart to rub salt on 

his wound.  

 

Big Brother Ching, my sister did not come back, I heard people saying that she 

has disappeared. You must not be such a coward. 

 

You must not be so down. 
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You don’t even have the ability to be on your own, what’s the point of looking 

for Hung?  If I were you, even if I had to borrow, I would go to the capital;  

 

Even if I coudn’t borrow, I would beg my way there.   

 

You are already a successful candidate of the provincial exams.  It would not be 

difficult to get the top honors of the jade belt and blue robe from the court. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Suddenly realizes, leans on his cane, speaks)  

I am such a coward.   

 

I swear that I will strengthen myself. 

 

(Throws the cane on the floor, picks it up again, sings)  

 

My arms are too weak to support my wife and son,  

 

I am ashamed to be a poor husband.  

With each step,  

I shakily walk, 

Sadly I am on my way to the capital.  

 

(Exits) 

 

(Thunderstorm outside) 

 

LEUNG ON 

(Speaks)  

I cannot be a coward myself.  

 

I must straighten up.  

 

(Sings)  

There is always a way ahead, 

I will not be content with being cooped up in a cage. 

 

 

(Curtain falls) 

 

 

 

 

 

Act 5  (A room with a small garden) 

 

A big curtain on stage right, outside the door is a garden.  The decoration is 

luxurious. Stage right is the door to the bedroom, a desk with a lamp facing the 

audience. Racks of antiques on both sides of stage. 



Forsaken Woman v1.0 

 

47 

 

 

(Music, curtain rises) 

 

(Two servant girls enter from stage left, put some ginseng tea on the table) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Enters from stage left, sings)  

The swallow has gone in silence,  

I don’t have the heart to listen to the cuckoo birds crow,  

Who will understand my feelings,  

I have tried so many places to find my bearings.  

The wind and rain of yesteryear have refreshed the fields again,  

I have yet to be awakened from my erotic dream.   

So many times in my dream I have whispered the name of Hung. 

It is a pity that even though I nurtured the flower with my very hands,  

She is now gone forever like burst bubbles. 

  

(Picks up the tea to drink and puts down again, yells)   

You creatures get lost!  Why didn’t you warn me that the ginseng tea is 

scalding hot? Are you bullying me? 

 

(Pounds on the table, speaks) 

None of you is any good.  Hung was so attentive when she was serving me. 

 

(Pounds on the table again) 

You are all so rough, none of you are as gentle and delicate as Hung.  

 

(Kam-chi coaxing the baby, enters on stage right, sings) 

A year has easily past, 

I have given birth to my own baby, 

My husband has not been gentle to me, 

Laughing and crying at times, his mood changes every hour of the day, 

He is not the same person any more. 

 

(Speaks lowly) 

He is crying for no reason at the desk again.  Let me watch him in silence, just 

to see what he is actually up to.  

 

(Sad music) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Looks up, speaks) 

I have had so many women in my life, yet which one of them is tender to me and 

which one really understands me?  Those who understand me well will forgive 

me, knowing that I am a choosy person.  Those who don’t know me well will 

think that I am a womanizer.   

 

Funny that Tsui-hung is the love of my life, yet a pity that the most gentle and 

kind girl is also the least fortunate, while my Seventh Mistress,  
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Is she really human? 

 

She is a serpent, 

 

She is a scorpion. 

 

Yet she wears silver dresses and gold. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Angry, speaks) 

Sixth Young Master, are you jealous that I am well-adorned with jewelry? 

 

SHU-LING 

(A little angry, speaks) 

Oh yes, no matter how careful you are day and night, you can never keep out the 

devil.  I don’t even know that it has already entered my room. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Oh Sixth Young Master, there is no need for you to miss your beloved Hung day 

and night. Don’t you know that she is just outside your room?  She is back here 

looking for work.  She is much more sensible now. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Surprised, recites) 

Kam-chi, don’t let her in to see me. Even if she needs work, why would she want 

to come back to the Kung Family? Even if she doesn’t mind people saying that 

she has no spine, it is embarrassing to me. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Leisurely smiles, speaks) 

Sixth Young Master, the world is not making sense.  I didn’t want to hire her 

before but you insisted so.  After all, there is a certain order of things in this 

world. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Surprised, recites) 

Kam-chi, are you mocking me or just wanting to make me mad?  If this is not 

what you meant, you must be losing your mind after giving birth. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Laughs, speaks) 

You don’t understand, Sixth Young Master. 

 

(Lightheartedly sings) 

I am speaking like an emperor with his words of gold, 

Whatever I say will come true, 

Misfortunate is not from heaven, 

But determined by money. 

Today, suddenly I recall what happened in the past. 
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I insisted that she is to serve the Kung Family, 

Just to put my troubled mind at ease. 

 

(Shouts) 

Dong-mei, bring Hung in. 

 

(Dong-mei responds from back stage) 

 

(Kam-chi sits on a chair at the side and plays with her son) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Dong-mei brings Tsui-hung on stage, sings) 

The cold swallow in the hall is returning to the door of the aristocrat. 

After the ups and downs, I gradually accept my fate. 

 

(Hangs onto Dong-mei’s sleeve, looking a little like a dull village woman, speaks) 

Dong-mei, my misfortune has passed onto my son. That’s why I’d rather return 

here to serve the young master and his mistress.  Dong-mei, you haven’t seen 

me for more than a year now, do you still recognize me?  Big Sister Ching has 

aged so much, my eyesight is fading, my hearing is failing, my legs are not as 

strong. 

 

DONG-MEI 

(Resentful, speaks) 

Oh Hung, don't be so long winded. No need to call yourself Big Sister Ching, 

everybody knows your story.  Go inside, I have no time to spare on you. 

 

(Exits unhappily) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks)  

In the old days, people used to be so nice to me in this house, how come from the 

moment I stepped into the house to the study, no one has been good to me. 

 

(Enters, smiles and speaks) 

Sixth Young Master. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Speaks) 

Hmm, so you only know the Sixth Young Master, but not the Seventh Mistress. 

 

(Recites) 

Hung, happiness is not created by yourself.  The reason why I let you work here 

is only because of the words you said before you left the Kung Family. Is it 

really true that you can create your own destiny? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Smiles apologetically, recites)  
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Not really.  Happiness is not created by myself.  It is determined by rich 

people. Those things are now water under the bridge.  No need to talk about 

what happened in the past. 
 

KAM-CHI 

(Smiles, recites) 

Hung, as long as you say this, I feel much better. You were a servant girl before, 

and now you’re a servant woman, so you have to be extra careful.  If anything 

happens, you will pack your bags and go home.  You have to be smart when 

you're earning a living in the outside world.  

 

(Coaxes her baby, exits) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Flattering, recites)  

Seventh Mistress, would you like me to help you, or to hold you? Oh, your son is 

so plump and white, not like mine, so skinny that only his eyes are left. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Suddenly pounds on the table, yells) 

Hung, come here.   

 

Pour me a cup of tea.   

 

Take this bowl of ginseng tea outside and pour it down the drain. 

 

(Tsui-hung nervously stumbles and drops the bowl of soup) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Angry, speaks) 

This is an antique bowl, how can you be so careless?  Go get another one from 

the antique rack. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Responses)  

Oh sure, oh sure. 

 

(Goes to stage right to pick up an antique piece) 

 

(Baby cries, Kam-chi coaxing her baby) 

 

(Tsui-hung hears the baby cry, unknowingly drops the bowl and picks up another one) 

 

(Baby cries, Kam-chi coaxing her baby) 

 

(Tsui-hung hears the cry, unknowingly drops the bowl, picks up another one.  

Repeats four times.) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Seeing what happens, angrily pounds on the table, speaks) 
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Hung, what are you doing? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Realizes, sees the broken pieces on the floor, kneels down and speaks)  

Oh, so many antique pieces I’ve broken! Sixth Young Master, it reminds me of 

my own son when I hear the baby cry.  Sixth Young Master, your son is under 

the loving care of his mother, while my son doesn’t have his mother to take care 

of him.  Sixth Young Master, Hung is getting old, my hearing is failing and my 

eyesight is fading, my hands are not steady... 

 

SHU-LING 

(Madly pounds on the table, speaks) 

I don’t want to hear from you!  

 

You get up. 

 

Come here.   

 

Hung, from loving you I’ve turned to hating you, and from hating you, I’ve 

turned loathing you.  Why did you come back?  The Kung Family has been so 

inhumane to you. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites) 

Sixth Young Master, my first marriage was no good, and neither was my second 

marriage.  My son is sick.  Mangy’s look is too hideous and he can’t find work.  

If it were not for my unfortunate situation, why would I want to flatter your 

mistress like this? 

 

SHU-LING 

(Recites) 

Oh, no wonder you’re selling so cheap! There are thousands of families in the 

city.  Why didn’t you knock on other doors instead of returning to this trap? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites) 

Sixth Young Master, I am in need of some ten to eight taels of silver for 

medication.  Other than you, no one is willing to give me an advancement.  

You know very well this is a heartless world. 

 

(Speaks)  

Sixth Young Master, I’m sure you can help me. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Angry, recites) 

It really depends!  If that mangy fellow cannot provide for you, why did you 

marry him in the first place?  Since you’re already married to him, you 

shouldn’t have come back here to beg me now. 
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TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites) 

Oh Sixth Young Master, Mangy is a very nice person.  Nobody can be as nice.  

He is even better than you.  Although I am poor, I have my freedom. I must pay 

back those who have been kind to me. That’s why I am willing to return although 

I’m already married. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Speaks) 

Hung, I am going to be frank with you.  I am not going to give you the seven or 

eight taels you need, not even a fraction of it. 

 

(Sings)  

Hot tears are brimming in my eyes, 

I must sadly turn you down. 

Who understand my tears and my mind, 

Since you’re already married, 

Why do you heartlessly put aside your husband to come out? 

I don’t have the heart to see the beautiful flower I had, 

Losing all her glamour today, 

Covering her tearful face crying before me. 

You were bright and bubbly in the past, 

Now you’ve aged before your time. 

This makes the one who treasures the beautiful flower 

Turn into madness. 

The deeper my love is,  

The madder I become, 

Revealing the dark side of myself. 

A few taels of silver  

Will save you from misery for now, 

Yet a long and difficult life is waiting ahead of you. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Sadly speaks) 

Sure, I have been wrong, I shouldn’t have come. I can’t make you give me the 

money if you don’t want to.  Hung has changed, and so has the young Master 

Kung who was so kind to me in the past. 

 

(Sings) 

My floating steps are unsteady, 

There is no shortage of suitors when the flower is fragrant, 

There is no pity when the flower is withered. 

I don’t know whether this is my misfortune or my son’s, 

If I return empty-handed he may not live. 

The maid is old and the pearl is turning yellow, 

No need to recall the glorious old days. 

 

(About to exit) 
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SHU-LING 

(Pondering inside, speaks) 

Hung, come back. 

 

(Recites) 

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t want to give you the money because my jealousy 

has turned into hatred.  

 

Because I love you too much, I don’t want you to come back here to work under 

the thumb of the Kungs. Oh, no one understands the ambivalence of my 

love-and-hate feelings toward you. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites) 

Sixth Young Master, other than here, where else can I turn? I know I shouldn’t 

have come back here. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Sobs, speaks) 

Hung, 

 

(Sings) 

Let me collect my thoughts under the lamp, 

The battle of love and hate is fading, 

Her thin shadow flickers under the light, 

My shirt and my cheeks are already covered with tears. 

There is no one but me to protect this delicate flower. 

The fate of a fair maid is often unfortunate, 

Fortunately a gentleman’s feeling lasts long. 

Stand here by the dim light, 

Let me go inside and secretly get you some money, 

To save you out of misery. 

 

(Speaks) 

Let me go inside to get some money for you, and don’t ever come back again. 

Listen to me, listen to me.  

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(At stage front, speaks) 

Oh, after all the Young Master is kind to me. 

 

(Quickly Mangy carrying the baby enters, looking for Tsui-hung. He puts the baby on 

the bed and pulls Tsui-hung aside.) 

 

MANGY 

(Recites) 

Hung, I have been crying at home half the night, worrying half the night.  The 

more I think, the more I believe I should not let you work outside.  People will 

say that I’m not a man for not being able to feed my wife. 
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TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites) 

Ngau, I shall return home soon. The young Master Kung is giving me the money 

without wanting me to work here. It is our luck that we run into our lifesaver 

when we have no one to turn to. 

 

MANGY 

(Recites) 

This is even more dangerous.  

 

(Cries)  

Getting money without working for it is pointless.  The young Master Kung is 

handsome and rich.  If you see him more often, you will not be happy when you 

see me again at home. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Recites) 

Ngau, don’t be silly.  By the way, how come you put the baby on the bed as 

soon as you came in?  You must have some manners.  This is not your home. 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks) 

I have been carrying him on my back all the way.  He is cold like a block of ice 

on my back.  That’s why I put him on the bed to keep him warm under the 

blanket. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Oh, the baby is not dressed warmly enough.  

 

(Goes to wrap the baby and is shocked)  

 

Oh, how come the baby is all blue?  Other than the little warmth on his chest, 

his hands and feet are all cold. 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks with silliness) 

The weather is cold.  Just warm him up by the fire. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks)  

No, that doesn’t work.  He is so sick, let’s take him to the doctor right away. 

 

(Calls loudly for the Sixth Young Master but there is no response, sings)  

We can’t delay even one minute,  

I hurry to save the life of my delicate baby.  

 



Forsaken Woman v1.0 

 

55 

 

(Rushes out and comes back, speaks)  

Ngau, when the young master comes out with the money, take it to me at the 

doctor’s.  

 

(Madly rushes out) 

 

(Mangy sits down not knowing what to do) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Enters with a gold bracelet in his hand, calls) 

Hung, Hung… 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks) 

Why are you calling my wife?  She has taken her son to the doctor.  Young 

master please give me the money.  

 

(Recites) 

I will not squander it. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Recites) 

Look at you!  I don’t know if I should hit you, yell at you, or give you the 

money. 

 

(A servant girl enters with the baby following Kam-chi) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Recites) 

Take it, just looking at your face makes me stupid. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Grabs the bracelet back, speaks) 

Hey, this gold bracelet is mine, how can you give it away like this!  

 

(Puts it back on herself) 

 

MANGY 

(Speaks) 

Hey, stop it!  A life is counting on this gold bracelet. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Who cares? This is your business, you hateful Mangy, sick Mangy. Better go to 

the mountains and chop firewood!  If you have no means to feed your wife, 

don’t pretend that you’re a big lover. 
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MANGY 

(Pounds on the table, speaks) 

I won’t take it even if you give it to me!  

  

I am not used to such mean people.   

 

(Sings) 

I’d rather go to the temple to ask for my fortune.  

There is gold everywhere 

So long as you have the guts! 

 

(Angrily pushes everything off, exits) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Angry, recites) 

Kam-chi. You have your own son too!  Mind that there is justice for good or 

evil deeds. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Angry, recites) 

Oh, now that you’re taking it out on me.  Who has the power now? You or me? 

Oh yes, I was kind enough to keep Hung here.  I just wanted to take the 

opportunity to insult her.  I know very well that she cannot work here since 

people look down on her.  Now take care of my baby.  I dare you to have the 

nerve to say no! 

 

(With frustration, Shu-ling exits with the baby) 

 

(Curtain falls) 

 

 

 

ACT 6  (A rundown street) 

 

Kung Family’s back door on stage left; five or six rundown houses on stage right 

with broken windows and laundry lines. A staircase on stage right, under which lies 

a pool of dirty water. A small pig sty, pig trough on stage left, plane trees on both 

side of stage.  It is a late autumn night, the leaves are falling in the drizzling rain. 

 

(Several women are hanging laundry, another one feeding the pigs) 

 

(Two old women are chatting inside the window) 

 

(Sad music, curtain rises) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 



Forsaken Woman v1.0 

 

57 

 

(Enters as a beggar, carrying a bamboo stick with a bag of baby’s bonnet, shoes, 

clothes and a piggy-bank; calls out) 

Be kind, be merciful, give a cent to the beggar woman.  

 

(Goes to both sides of the stage) 

 

(After whispering among themselves, the women close their doors and exit) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Calls out) 

Be kind, be merciful, have pity on the beggar woman. How come the street is 

empty? People just don’t want to see Big Sister Ching, the ominous woman.  

Indeed I am ominous, I bring bad luck to whoever marries me.  We are all 

women.  You don’t have to close the doors on me just because of my 

misfortune. 

 

(Tree leaves falling.) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 
(Sings the theme song)  

The plane tree leaves are falling in the chilly autumn breeze. 

Clenching my teeth, 

Only the street lamp is casting light on me as I walk. 

Nobody wants to beg from door to door with a bowl in hand. 

I am born of a father 

And a mother too. 

It is only that I am not as fortunate, 

With a miserable past. 

Heaven knows how much more misery I can endure. 

 

The gentleman is a great lover  

Entangled in love; 

My husband is talented, yet 

With no official honor. 

A clever wife like me cannot cook a meal without rice. 

Fallen sick from the burden of life 

He has left this world. 

I then married a vulgar man, 

Of commendable character. 

This simple man is honest, 

And rare to find. 

Yet the family crumbles when the money runs out. 

The saddest thing is that my precious baby 

Dies in his cradle. 

 

(Calls) 

Ladies, please be kind, please be merciful, please give a cent to the beggar 

woman.  My son died for no reason. He was such a cute baby, these are the 
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things that he left behind.  I will not sell them no matter how poor I am, I will 

not pawn them no matter how poor I am.  

 

(Sings) 

The vest is falling apart 

My tears roll each time I think about it.  My life is so full of sorrow. 

I made the bonnet with my own hands, pretty beyond comparison. 

He’s gone without trace and only his clothes are left,  

We will never see him again, 

The shoes are new, are new, are new… a pair, 

I still recall how he learned to walk, holding on, to save. 

To this date I don't have the heart to crack his piggybank 

Incense and candles are lit to call back his spirit. 

 

Have mercy,  

Listen to a sad song in a humble alley, that 

Tells the miserable life of a woman. 

The falling leaves do not take advantage of the brutal wind,  

It is the brutal wind that bullies the falling leaves. 

How come my life is so difficult 

In this life time? 

I am a simple person, what have I done wrong 

That I have to suffer in this world? 

A father’s love is hard to find, 

Romantic love is not to be longed for, 

The little motherly love that I have left, 

Has been ruined. 

The poor ones weep, 

Crying for the return of the deep night. 

Lingering in the humble alley,  

Begging for stale food.   

Tree leaves cannot survive the chilly autumn,  

My thin clothes give me no warmth,  

Crying in the wind  

I beg for worn-out cotton quilts.   

The moon is new, the clouds are pale,  

Hunger is hard to endure,  

No choice but to beg on the street.  

 

(Calling) 

Be kind, be merciful, please give a cent to the beggar woman. 

 

(Sings)  

Ladies and masters please give, please give,  

Be kind and save me from misery.  

Give me a cent, a cent for food.  

I have not eaten for two days and nights.  

Not because the beggar woman is lazy.   

This is a difficult world, difficult to borrow when you have no money,  

Asking help from relatives is even more difficult.  
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Taipans please give away your left over rice and vegetables.  

Mister, please don’t be stingy with the poor. 

 

(After a round of begging, speaks) 

There’s not much no matter how I beg, I’d like to go to the main street but it’s 

too embarrassing, there is nothing to beg in the small alleys. Oh, no choice, I’ll 

eat anything to stop my hunger. 

 

(Sings)  

Uncle Pig oh Uncle Pig, I’m so sorry, if Big Sister Ching had any means, she 

would not eat your food. 

 

(Eats the pig feed.) 

 

SHU-LING  

(Enters in snow cap and clothes, shocked to see Tsui-hung, speaks) 

Big Sister Ching. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Turns around, speaks) 

Young master, thank you. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Enters on stage left, leans on the door) 

 

SHU-LING  

(Recites) 

Big Sister Ching, I can’t imagine that you are in this situation today.  Let’s 

not talk about what happened in the past, here are five taels of silver for you. 

Take the money to start a small business so that you don’t have to live on pig 

feed. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Smiles bitterly, recites) 

Young master, I will take the money from other people but not from you.  

After I’ve filled my stomach, what do I need money for?  My son is already 

dead, Mangy has disappeared. I am begging for love,  

 

Not money.  

 

Thank you anyway young master, please put the money back in your pocket. 

 

SHU-LING  

(Mistaken, recites) 

Ay, Big Sister Ching, so it is my love that you’re begging.  If you said so 

three years ago, you would not have ended up like this today. 

 

(Kam-chi reacts quickly and grab a broom in her hand) 
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TSUI-HUNG 

(Smiles bitterly, recites) 

Young master, you’re mistaken.  A beggar women has no mood for romantic 

love.  I am begging for three kinds of love in this world.   

 

The first kind is fatherly love.  

 

(Cries)  

 

My father died very early, and I can never get this kind of love. The second 

kind is a husband’s love.  I, Big Sister Ching, as a widow, cannot speak of a 

husband’s love.  Mangy has been very kind to me, but he is not my wedded 

husband.  The third kind of love is motherly love.  My son is already dead.  

No matter how much I love him, he will never know. Alas, the same kind of 

rice feeds us all, but not every one share the same good fortune.  Nobody 

suffers a misfortune like mine. 

 

 (Kam-chi relaxes) 

 

SHU-LING  

(Sings) 

A beautiful flower has suffered much misfortune,  

Sadly I face her and shed my tears in silence. 

Big Sister Ching, few people will have pity on you, 

This five taels of silver will save you from your misery now. 

 

(Trying to put the money in Hung’s basket) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Whatever. 

 

(Sings) 

One tael of silver to mend the tomb of my husband, two for the building of my 

son’s grave. 

Five cents for the paper money, another five for the incense, 

I’ll keep one tael for food. 

 

(Speaks) 

Thank you young master. 

 

(Wants to exit) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Quickly snatches the money and hits Tsui-hung, speaks) 

What makes you deserve the money from my husband? What happened 

between you two that makes you deserve his money tonight? Five taels of 

silver, that’s too much money for a joke. 
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(Sings)  

One tael of silver to buy silk for my dress, two for a jade hairpin. 

Five cents for rouge, another five for flowers, 

I’ll keep one tael for fragrant soap. 

 

(Pockets the money, exits) 

 

SHU-LING  

(Gets angry, yells) 

Come here Kam-chi! 

 

(Recites) 

Didn’t I give you money to buy silk for your dresses?  

 

Didn’t I give you money to buy hairpins? 

 

Didn’t I give you money to buy rouge and fragrant soap?  

 

I can give money to whomever I like.  You have no right to stop me tonight. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Gets angry too, recites) 

Ling, I have been tolerant with you for so many years, I will not tolerate any 

more tonight.  I don’t care if you give away money, but not to this beggar 

woman.   

 

If you give the money to a beggar man, then I won’t care.  

 

It is time to speak my mind. You’ve been thinking of this Big Sister Ching day 

and night.  Sixth Young Master, why don’t I give her my room so that you 

can relieve her forever, so that you don’t have to get mad at me like this? 

 

SHU-LING  

(Gets more angry, recites) 

Yes, I love Hung.  

 

I have been thinking of Hung day and night.   

 

Kam-chi, let me divulge your secret.  If it were not for your wicked plan, she 

wouldn’t be in this miserable situation now.  

 

(Slaps Kam-chi) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Gets angry, recites) 

Was it me who framed her or you yourself? If you didn’t love her, I wouldn’t 

have had to do this to her.  
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Hung was sold to your family as a servant girl, not as a plaything for rich 

young masters like you.   

 

It is you who made me frame her.   

 

Without framing her, would I, Seventh Mistress, have been able to maintain 

my position today?  

 

(Slaps back) 

 

SHU-LING  

(Gets angry, grabs Kam-chi, sings) 

A shrew wife is still worth forgiving, 

  

But a lowly concubine cannot be unruly like this. 

Don’t let the loving relationship be severed by five taels of silver, 

 

My eyes are bursting with anger. 

 

(Speaks) 

Give me the five taels! 

 

(Struggles with Kam-chi) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Gets shrewish, sings) 

Squander all your fortune,  

I don’t really care; 

 

Getting my money without loving me is difficult. 

Your eyes are angry   

So are my eyebrows, 

 

You risk everything and so do I! 

 

(Acts shrewish) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Ay, Sixth Young Master, Seventh Mistress, please do not fight because of me. 

 

(Sings) 

A hungry person like me cannot speak out loud with energy,  

How come you have so much time to kill after your hearty meals? 

I will never beg at the door of the wealthy again, 

I don’t want to spoil  

The relationship between husband and concubine. 
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SHU-LING  

(Recites) 

Big Sister Ching, don’t go away.  If I cannot tame this shrew today, some day 

I will.  Never mind or bother with all this, just knock at my door every night 

at the same time.  Starting from today, I will order the kitchen to cook for 

you. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Try and you’ll see. Try and you’ll see. 

I’ll feed the pig and the dogs but not you, 

I will not give you rice 

But if you eat pig feed, 

There’s a big pail for you every night. 

 

(Tsui-hung smiles bitterly, wanting to exit) 

 

(Three sounds of the gong) 

 

(Two way clearers with whips in hand enter, knock Tsui-hung over and break her 

bowl) 

 

(Tsui-hung hides in the pig sty) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Speaks) 

Oh, who is this big shot parading on the street?  Let me take a look. 

 

(Guards enter with big plaques) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Enters in his official hat and robe, sings) 

Having gained the top honor at the palace,   

I now return in glory. 

My heart is broken for returning so late, 

Covered in dust and cobwebs,  

The old red railings, 

The chamber is empty and the person is gone. 

 

All things are like a dream. 

 

(Speaks) 

Come people, I saw you knock down a beggar woman when clearing the way.  

This is not right.  Bring the beggar woman to me quickly. I will give her a 

small compensation. 

 

WAY CLEARER 

(Speaks) 

Yes sir. 
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(Brings Tsui-hung to stage front and makes her kneel down) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Keeps bowing, speaks) 

Sir, I didn’t know about your parade, I beg you to forgive me. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks) 

Beggar woman, don’t panic.  I just saw someone knock you down. I give you 

one tael of silver now.  Use the money to cook yourself a good meal. People, 

bring the reward money. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Takes the money, speaks) 

Thank you my sir.  

 

Wan, WWWan-man, aren’t you already dead? 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Changes her attitude right away, pulls Shu-ling to stage front, speaks) 

Oh, it is Big Brother Ching! Wonderful, our old friend has achieved big 

success! 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, I’m still alive.  I didn’t find you at your mother’s home, I was so 

overwhelmed that I risked everything to go to Nanjing, and eventually I got 

my honor today.  Hung, from now on, you will be out of misery and enjoy 

the good fortune of your husband. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(From being shocked, changes to wild with joy and back to sadness) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Oh Big Sister Ching, Big Brother Ching is now a mandarin. How come you 

keep shaking your head?  I’ve mentioned before that Big Brother Ching was 

born with an auspicious look.  Otherwise I wouldn’t have let you marry him.  

Now that you're the lady of a mandarin, I need you to look out for my welfare.  

Don't cry anymore, a comfortable life is all we need.  As a woman, it’s 

nothing to suffer for a year or two for a comfortable future. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, don’t cry, although any women would cry if they were you.  The 

moon is coming out after the clouds are dissipated.  Sweetness comes when 

bitterness ends.  Heaven has justice after all. 



Forsaken Woman v1.0 

 

65 

 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Changes from nodding to angry, to shaking her head) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Steps forward and speaks) 

Oh Big Sister Ching, forgive me for speaking out. 

 

SHU-LING  

(Gets angry, pushes Kam-chi onto the floor, recites) 

You go away, you shrew.  Now you have Big Sister Ching in your eyes. 

 

 (Jealously) 

The husband and wife are now reunited, no need for you to say anything.  

Should you have known that they had such a prosperous future ahead, you 

wouldn’t have been so mean to them. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Sits on the floor, speaks) 

Oh you wicked man!  You just never learn to go with the flow. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, you have been crying ever since we have come back together.  You 

should be smiling again.  You must be begging in order to feed our son.  

Where is he now?  I shall nurture him into a useful person, so that he will not 

forget your misery of tonight.  Hung, where’s our son? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Sobs and recites) 

Man, now that you’ve mentioned it, I have no choice but to tell you.  Our 

baby, though he has such a good father, has not lived to enjoy this moment.  

Our baby is dead.  He’s dea.  I didn’t even have the money to buy him a 

little coffin.  He was buried as is at the Tzemei Hill. 

 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Shocked, speaks) 

What?  The baby is dead? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Man, I know I’ve done you wrong.  

 

(Picks up the baskets and about to exit) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks) 

Hung, why are you saying this?  Don’t go! I forgive you.  
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(Sings)  

Like seeing each other again in another life,  

Tonight the broken mirror is rounded once more, 

Why cover your face, 

Like you’re in shame, 

Don’t say that the peacock couple is flying east and west, 

Don’t pity that the peacock couple is being separated east and west, 

The love between husband and wife shows in times of hardship 

No one wants to be separated alive, 

I understand the tremendous suffering you’ve gone through, my good wife. 

Don’t grieve for our dead son, 

You should blame me for my lack of achievement, 

More for my returning so late, not even after the swallows have returned 

Don’t lower your head, 

Don’t shed your tears, 

I am not a heartless achiever, 

The fair maid has not aged yet  

Spring is withering. 

Tonight I return to join hands with you,  

Why do you wear such sadness on your face? 

 

(Speaks) 

Come home with me, Hung. 

 

(Wanting to hold her hand) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Stays away, sings) 

Spilled water can never be recouped, 

Tears wallow in my eyes, I sadly say that you return too late, 

The more loving you are, the more difficult to me, 

The troublesome autumn breeze brings back a smile,  

Looking back 

 

Let me call you once more Big Brother Ching, 

You must eat well and dress warm. 

 

(Exits on stage left) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(At stage front, madly speaks) 

Hung, are you going out of your mind, Hung! 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Blocks Tsui-hung, recites) 

Big Sister Ching, don’t be silly.  I know what you feel. You must be ashamed 

of yourself and don’t dare to join your previous husband.  If none of my 

family members says anything, nobody will know.  Big Sister Ching, our 
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mouths are bad but we really do love you in our hearts.  Don’t be so silly, 

don’t give up such good fortune. 

 

SHU-LING  

(Recites) 

Big Sister Ching, just tell Man.  

 

Tell him everything.  

 

I believe he does not have the heart to make things difficult for you. 

 

(Speaks) 

I’ll speak for you if you don’t. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Tries to cover Shu-ling’s mouth) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites) 

Hung, there is nothing that you cannot tell me. I never dreamed that now we’re 

together again, we could be so cheerless. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Smiles bitterly, speaks) 

There is nothing that I cannot tell you honestly, but it’s better left unsaid, why 

bring it up again? I have such a miserable past, I don’t want to bring shame to 

your honor and status. Sixth Young Master, Seventh Mistress, you two have 

made me suffer enough.  Why do you want to disgrace Big Brother Ching 

again? Have some mercy, Sixth Young Master, Seventh Mistress.  

 

(About to exit on stage left) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Speaks aloud)  

Hung, you cannot leave.  How can you not rejoin your husband at a time like 

this?  No women in this world would rather beg on the street in order to 

observe their virtue.  Hung, I’d rather give up my mandarin position than to 

lose you again.  Hung, please return home with me.  

 

(Trying to pull Tsui-hung by force) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Struggles, speaks) 

Man, you’d better marry another good woman.  Listen to me. I will never 

return home with you.  

 

(Struggles) 

 

(A lot of noise inside) 
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(Wong Wah carries a locker and a whip, whipping Mangy as he goes, Leung-On 

follows to protect Mangy) 

 

(Mangy holds his head, cries) 

 

WONG WAH 

(Keeps beating, speaks) 

You mangy head, you scoundrel and thief, trying to run away from jail? 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Speaks) 

Let him go, I’ll give whatever money you ask for, I’ll even borrow the money 

to give to you. 

 

MANGY 

(Looks up, recites) 

Police Sir, I’m not a scoundrel, I have a family, I can prove it. She, 

  

(points to stage left)  

she is my wife.  Oh wife, oh wife, come and recognize me.  You can see 

very well that I’m so badly beaten up!  

 

(Calls loudly)  

Wife, my wife! 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Baffled, speaks) 

Who is this mangy fellow calling?  Who is his wife? Oh, I see, I heard that 

Seventh Mistress has married Sixth Young Master for the second time around.  

So this must be your first husband. Oh, this is bad karma, what a hideous 

looking guy. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Shucks, shucks! Thank goodness that my first husband is not that ugly.  It 

must be indeed a misfortune to marry such a stinky mangy fellow.  I don’t 

care if you don’t give me any sweeteness in the future, I hate people 

humiliating me in public. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Recites) 

Big Brother Ching, let me tell you, this is not Seventh Mistress’ previous 

husband.  Hung, tonight, I’m afraid you can keep your secret no more. 

 

(Tsui-hung stamps her feet, turns her back and cries) 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Shocked, cries sadly, speaks)  

Oh, so this is what actually happened. 
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(Recites)  

Leung-on, why didn’t you tell me when I came to see you?  

 

(Gets angry)  

All of you, you’re all conspiring to pull us apart. 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Cries sadly, speaks) 

Oh, brother-in-law. 

 

(Both Mangy and Wan-man respond) 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Recites) 

Brother-in-law Ching, it is not that I didn’t want to tell you the truth.  I just 

didn’t want to see you depressed and lose your aspiration because of this.  

My mother had already accepted the engagement gifts.  The wedding sedan 

has already gone out of the door.  How could it be returned?  I made you 

angry so that you would pick up your spirit and return with honor.  

 

(Cries)  

I’m so sorry for what I’ve done to my sister. 

 

MANGY 

(Recites)  

I don’t know too much, but this is my wife.  She is mine! Just ask all these 

people, I am the current one.  A wife is no joking matter! 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Grabs Mangy, recites) 

Big Sister Ching is my wife.  She cannot be your wife.   

 

I understand this right away.  She is victim of the oppression of the 

conservative beliefs. 

 

She is abused by her step-mother.  

 

Though she has followed you before, tonight I want her back.  

 

(Fights with Mangy) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Cries, speaks) 

Stop fighting! 

 

(Sings) 

The crying is breaking my heart, 

 

Recognizing each other on the street is making me ashamed, 
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The vulgar fellow and the man of talent both have feelings deep, 

Pity that I don’t have the fortune to deserve them. 

 

(Takes out a pair of scissors tries to kill herself)  

 

SHU-LING 

(Holds Tsui-hung’s hand, speaks) 

Hung, oh Hung, please don’t die!  You should not die tonight. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Cries out aloud) 

Hung, why do you want to die?  You must not be the victim.  I can resolve 

all this, and I believe this is something easy to resolve. Well, Mangy, you 

kneel down too.  

(Sings)  

Don’t cry, 

Don’t cry. 

Money glitters in the eyes, 

Fortune dissipates. 

It is not too late to return my wife to me, 

You can marry another one 

Marry another one, 

I will make up for all your losses. 

(Holding gold pieces in both hands) 

 

MANGY 

(Pushes the gold away, sings) 

No thanks, 

I’d rather go back to jail, 

Don’t think that you’re so smart. 

Don’t think that you’re so smart. 

I am so stubborn, 

I am so stubborn, 

You think you’re shopping for clothes 

Things are up to you to choose? 

Not that easy,  

Worry about what others say, 

Losing a good wife crumbles the family. 

I cry like a pig being butchered, 

Blaming my poor family background. 

I will not sell her for money, 

I’d rather return her with tears in my eye. 

Alas, such is the reality of life, 

Nothing that Mangy can insist. 

 

(Pounds on the ground) 

Alas, if my wife dies and stinks up the house because I cannot feed her, 

I’d rather be a lonely bachelor. 

Marrying a petty thief will bring nasty words, 

Marrying a mandarin will mean a comfortable life. 
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Enjoy, enjoy, enjoy, 

Hung you have suffered so much, 

From now on you should be carried in an eight-man sedan, 

And go whichever way you want. 

 

(Speaks) 

I will not sell! 

I will not sell! 

 

(Sings) 

I Mangy is so unfortunate, 

I cannot enjoy such a good wife, 

But if she follows you she will be in and out of the halls of mandarins, 

If she follows me she will not even be able to go to the Guantei Temple. 

I’ll just let go. 

 

(Drying his tears with his knees) 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Touched but dares not to comfort Mangy) 

 

 (Step-Mother enters with Tsui-fong on stage right) 

 

(Two servant girls helping Ching’s Mother enter on stage right) 

 

(Wan-man is also moved and don’t know what to do) 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

Oh yes, Big Sister Ching your fortune is good after all.  Mangy makes a lot 

of sense, go join Big Brother Ching now, no need looking at each other in 

tears. 

 

SHU-LING 

(Recites) 

Tsui-hung, you’ve told me just now that Mangy has been very nice to you, but 

after all he is not your wedded husband.  Now go back to Big Brother Ching, 

so long as you have a comfortable life, who cares what other people say? 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Oh my big girl, my good girl. Hung, I thought that Big Brother Ching was 

dead and I didn’t want you to be a widow at such a young age.  That’s way I 

made you marry Mangy.  Now that Big Brother Ching is alive and has 

achieved such great success, I sure do hope that you two can reunite tonight. 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Recites) 
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That’s true big sister.  It is your destiny to enjoy a comfortable life.  There is 

nothing to be afraid of.  It is no big deal for you to marry a second time 

around. 

 

MANGY 

(Sourly, speaks) 

It’s no big deal. 

No big deal. 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Speaks) 

Stop talking! Listen to me, Big Sister Ching’ s final home has already been 

decided by heaven. 

 

(Everybody says together)  

How’s that? How’s that? 

 

TSUI-HUNG 

(Music, sadly speaks)  

Listen you all, I Big Sister Ching was originally a fortunate woman, at least 

three types of men have loved me. Young Master Kung, you are a nice person, 

but you’ve fallen victim to conservative dogmatic thinking and become a 

dandy who knows only lust but not love.  

 

Big Brother Ching, you’re also a nice man, but the corrupt, pedantic thinking 

made you into a mama’s obedient boy, not a man.   

 

There is nobody as kind as this mangy fellow, but he has been discriminated 

and ruined by social practices, and it is difficult to survive in this world.  

 

Will I love young Master Kung? No. Will I marry Mangy again? No. Will I 

reunite with Big Brother Ching?  Even if I wanted to, society will not allow 

me.  

 

Men and women are not equal in today’s world.  Young Master Kung can 

marry seven wives; or if he wants to, marry eight or even twenty or thirty 

wives.  This is not something to be ashamed of, but rather something to be 

proud of. Why is that so? Just because he is a man.  

 

On the other hand, what about I, Big Sister Ching?  Other than Big Brother 

Ching, would people forgive me if I marry for the second time? No. Why is 

that so? Simply because I am a woman.  

 

Forget it, I, Big Sister Ching, know that my short life has been ruined already.  

There is a shackle of sin on my neck, and a burnt mark of conservatism on my 

heart. Just forget it.  If you don’t have the heart to kill me tonight, then don’t 

surround me like this, just let me beg whatever, go wherever. Just let me be.  

If you want to ask me to stay, you're in effect murdering me. Just let me beg 

whatever, go wherever. Just let me be.   
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MANGY 

(Kneels down holding Wan-man, both cry) 

 

SHU-LING 

(Sobs, recites) 

I am wrong, as a dandy with many wives, I shouldn’t have laid eyes on a 

woman with a soul. 

 

KAM-CHI 

(Recites) 

I now finally realize how pitiful it is to be a woman. Should I have known, I 

would never want to be a hideous person with a smiling face. 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Recites) 

Now that Big Sister Ching has gone, I hope she will go as far away as possible, 

far away from this filthy world, far from her suffering. 

 

MANGY 

(Recites) 

Big Brother Ching, I don’t know if it is you who dragged me down or I who 

dragged you down.  There is nothing much to say in this sad ending.  All I 

can do is to hold your knees and cry my heart out. 

 

CHING’S MOTHER 

(Recites) 

My good boy, it’s all my fault.  I don’t cry until I see the coffin.  Look at me, 

I cry all the way as I listen to you all. 

 

STEP-MOTHER 

(Recites) 

Big Brother Ching.  It’s all my fault.  I’m so sorry.  No wonder people say 

there is justice for all deeds good and evil.  I am so sick now that I have to 

hold onto a broomstick as walking cane, I am now crippled beyond healing. 

 

LEUNG-ON 

(Recites) 

Mother, that’s why a step-mother must never be mean.  Your only son has 

absolutely no achievement in life, nothing at all. 

 

TSUI-FONG 

(Recites) 

Mother, you must wake up from your wrong-doings.  What have you gained 

by hurting my big sister? Your one and only daughter has contracted smallpox 

and her looks are ruined.  It is useless even though you try hard to find me a 

husband.  My birth details for match-making have already been wasted 

hundreds of times. 



Forsaken Woman v1.0 

 

74 

 

 

WAN-MAN 

(Sings) 

Big Sister Ching is now gone with the wind, leaving her sad story as a moral 

to this world. 

 

(Everybody sings together for the ending) 

 

(Ends) 

 

(Curtain falls) 

 

 

 


